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Charles Thompesons 454001, 30,000-1b. whals shark pholggraphed in 1919,

AWhale of aJob

l& mowving the contents ol two wanahousas
and tha presant mussum. Most of that has bean done,

An Even Bigger Job

Is stowing it all away in the new museum. ..
io be displayed . . .researchad . . .repaired . .,
ok, filed.. stored. ..paid for. ..

Put Your Shoulders to the Dray
Members & Tequestans & Non-Members Are Needed —

Office Needs: Clarical Halp  Mussum Store Meeds: SalesClerks  Fund-Raiser Meeds: Haresi
= Office machine operators  # Decoralors for seasonal displays workers (150) » Harvest Chairmen
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TEQUESTENS

Folunteers inservice o
The Historical Aduseurm

# Banafit commities membars
# Hospitality Hostesses

Volunteers Give Freely
Be a HASF Volunteer

Call Loslie Rivens:
B54-3289
Valurtear Coordinator

VOLUNTEER UNIT
OF HASF
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Complex Tract
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Lutest photograph of Museum Il shows Dade County building rising up 1o the north,

. .

LETTERS

A HANDFUL OF NOSE

You ol recell Hrat | obabled weth yon
srperdl teeks aeo abont somre snapsiofs |
had of the “decorations™ along ﬁufmuf
Park duritig the Shrine Convenfion i
1925,

The pholographs uwre nether small
arird of course over 50 vears old. [ did fake
them to Rich's for some enlargemenis.
Although | think that soee retouiching
cnedd Be done to ke them belter I‘|'
H‘uﬂq}'-'rl' I would send Hhre results lo you
fogether toith the negatives in case you
iovitnt fo by fo rmake BmprODEmReRis,

Starecling o Hhe lap and leaning on the
Pharaok is yours trudy. | had hair Heen!
Hope these photographs will be helpful
fo) e,

Lot Worth Crog, Jr

151 Mumjoroa Ave.

Coratl Gables FL
Mr. Crow'’s efforts to hawve the small,
ol smapshots rephotographed paid
off for the museum's lconographic
collection, with a thank you fom
Curator Rebecca Smith. Besides Mr.
Croaw, there were pictures of Everard
Stuhrrnan and Walter Schwab, both in
the Class of 1928 at Miami High

FIU'S FIRST DECADE
I certamnly e bhe Asgiest 1982 rasue
of Updale. Check Perry had o copy sent fo
R
The article on FIU was pery nicely
doute and so nostalgic. 1 lef? there in 1978,
but I still fave pood feelings aboul the
e ard abenad goorking with Chuck,
Willien A, Jevikans, Chancellor
The University of Michigan
Dearboirr, M

Lon'Worth Crow and Shrimers' Pharaoh,

Chancellor Jenkins was the second
Vice President for Academndc Affalrs st
FIU, succeeding Willam T Jerome.

FILI is srotes firenly lnnnched o ifs Second
Decade, and, thanks fo your historicn
perspective of FIU in Updale, our com-
mieenity i mrech more gusere of our wni-
versity and fls peopde, services, history
arid povls,
etk wor pery mnch for your edelo-
rial support of Soulleas! Floridas four-
yedr shate wrrioersily,
Conmie Croeollter, Direcior
Informmurtion Serpices
Floruta rlermationn Linfersity
Direcior Crowther also has added to
Curator Smith’s collections by donat-
ing the FIU prints used (and somse mod
used) in the August Update.,

BOOK REVIEW

Dorothy Downs, text and Bl Held,
photographs. Miccosukee fArts &
Crafta. Miami Miccosubee Tribe
of Indians of Florida, 1982, Pref
ace, Bibliography, Photo Crediis,
21 pages. $5.95.

Ms. Downs” book = a good sur-
vey of the Miccosukees’ history and
thelr arts. However, it is too short to
be a comprehenshve study of such a
complicaled people. The iact that the
Micoosiubees published B, however,
shows that the book agrees with
thaeir cwrn views.

Downs outline s the history ofthe
Miccosukee iribe, the developrment of
thelr colorful costumes, and patch-
work designs. She also describes
how these Indians have used thelr
traditional erafts te survive and
prosper in a modern world

This boobk b= well fliestrated and 8
will introduce many people o the
Miccosukee culture. Hopefully, it also
will mduce themn o do further reading
and research on this complex and lit-
tle known tribe.

Hemplon Dunn, Wish You Were
Here: A Grand Tour of Eardy
Florida Via Old Post Cards. Saint
Petersburg. Florida: Byron Hen-
redy and Company, 1981, Fore-
word, 283 pages. $19.95
Hampton Dunns book is aptly

described on the inside cover as “a

coffee fable conversation piece,”

which, “provides a Post Card Album

for every household” The most im-

portant aspect of this book is that it

will make more people in Florida
aware of their history, Many people
havwe been caught up in the mysiic
spell cast by photographic images.

Hd pictures can stimulate a person’s

curiosity, imagination, and intefleel.

Dunn provides pictures from a
variety of post cards from all 67 coun-
ties in Florida. Each card is aceam-
panied by a shor history ol the [mnage
porirayed. No one volume could be a
comprehensive collection of the
mytiad scenes available on post capds
produced of Florida from the Iote
18005 to the present. But this boaak
includes a good blend of the views
available.

The history of Florkda has been
well served by Hampion Dunn. Any
wark that makes hisiory available 10
the general public i imporiant A
boalk that stimmwlates an rbenest in his-
fory also s valusble. This book com-
bines both of those factors in a
pleasant mix of verbal and pictorial
images, which should foster more In-
terest and research in Florida history

DANIEL MARKS
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MUSEUM I: A Bil.‘l'.hing

HOW DO YOU START A HISTORY MUSEUM?
You find a

THEN WHAT? You put artifacts in it.
WHAT'S AN ARTIFACT? Anything made or
used by man.

ANYTHING? Yes, but you must interpret the
artifact. Then it becomes an exhibit.

Many exhibits make a museum.

Many exhibits do indeed make a museum but you have o
start somewhere, and that is just what the directors and
members of the Historical Association of Southern Florida
did. Frarn 1940 when 23 fbunders and 80 charter mem-
bers arganized the association until 1953, everyone an-
ticipated that one day there would be a museum where
South Florida history would be interpreted and s litera-
fure preserved,

President Adam G. Adams remarked in a 1954 news-
Eeiter that "hopes for a suitable museumn have never been
brighier. An interesting plan is now under consideration.”

At this time museum artifacts were stored in a fire-
proal warehouse bﬁaWHl‘mr: Van and Storage free of
charge. Earlier they had been kept in a file cabinet at the
University of Miami Library,

"When the museurn becomes a reality, an experi-
enced person will be needed to evaluate, ist and catalogue
its contents, Certainly noe museum can be operated with-
oul the services of a salaried employee” Adams con-
tinued. "The lmits of voluntary service have almost been
reached.”

Thomas W succeeded Adams and reminded
members that a ordered through the HASF treasurer
benefitted the museum building fund. Each President’s
Newsletter listed books available for purchase bui no
mention was made of whene the books were stored await-
ing orders. HASF had no office,

In Novemnber 1955 dues were ratsed from $3 1o 35 to
hwelp the building fund. These funds were earning 2-1/2%
interesl.

Sponsor member Edwin A. Link, Bventor of the Link
Traimer, broke all atendance records at the February 1855
program meeting. Fourteen bundred people heard his
dizcussion of his undersea research for Columbuss Santa
Maria, flustrated with color film. Such programs were
held at the Coral Gables High School

By September 1956 the county Commissoners were
considering making some county land available, and there
appeared to be a possibility that state funds might be
available. At this ime no governmental assistance of any
kind was given to HASE so this was in a sense the pre-
dawn of some jon for these courageous mem-
bers. By November Simpson Park on South Miami Pore,
near Vizcaya was under consideration. The City of Miami
offered to lease space for $1 a year on which to build a
VLIS LT,

In the beginning. the Greater Miami Council of Gar
den Chubs supported the museum but the newspapers
registered objections, sayving that amy building would de-
stray the natural beawty of the hammock. In September of
the g year the board gave up on Simpson Park

because the association didn't have enough votes on the
city commission, (Simpson Park survives and is used for
flower shows.)

On June &, 1960, Earnest G. Gearhart Jr, chaioman of
the building commitiee, presented to the board a detailed
repar on the property on Morh Bayshore Drive which
becamne the first museum. It was a residence which the
owner had been using as & boarding house for tourists,
across the street from the Miami Museum of Modemn Art.

The site consisted of two lots 105 front feet on M.
Bayshore Dr. and 100 feet deep. There were two apart-
ments, one of which could be used by the museum divec-
tor and his family, thereby saving $1,500 on his salary and
eliminating the need for a night watchman. An anony-
mous donor would the director's salary fine the flrsg
year — about 55,000 to 56,000 including living quarters.

Cearhart suggested charging admission of 25¢c per
person and estimated that 6,800 visitors would bring in
51,700, Schoolchiidren would pay a dime. A closely
guarded secret was thai Edwin Link assumed the
miortgage al 6% mberest.

The flrst meeting of the board of directors at the new
bullding was held Sunday, Feb. 19, 1861. Now the hunt
began for a dinector. By May 1962 Jack E. Porter had Been
hired. Porter wrote President Wayme E Wihers, “is a
professional historlan ... who was assisiant curator of
anthropology ... st the Unbversity of Arkancss miuseurm.
He also has had an extensive business background in our
state.”

The newsletter carrbed the new sddress. 2010 N,
Bayshore Dr., Miami, 37. Prior to this the malling address
for HASF had been the office at the Dupont Building of
Games B. Wilson, vice-presidend and seecretary of the
Woodlawn Park Cemetery Compary. In July of 1962
Vice-President Charlion Tebeau thanked Wilson fior this
valuable service and thanked President Withers and his
associates for providing fully protected storage for a grow-
ing collection over 15 years. He also thanked Roland A
Saye, Jr. who arranged for the donation of & GE radar
burgiar alasrm system by the Perrine -Cutler Ridge Bank for
the new musewrmn bullding,

Porter reported to the board that most of the mate-
rials on hand were documents and photographs and nod
many artifacts for exhibits. He was trying to get donations
and loans of artifacts. This ratsed the philosophical ques-
tlon of what Hems should be accepted, For example,
should a collection of tree snails and other “natural his-
tory” iterns be accepted? The consensius was to avoid the
ares of another local musewn althowugh H was fell that
HASFs own & ares was sometimes encroached
upon by other groups, Porter's criterion was that an ar-
tifmct was anything made or used by man.

Donations were set at 50c adulis, 25¢ children, with
lovwver rates [of groups. Members in good standing, peofes-
sional museum people and qualifled researchers would
be admitted free. The lbrary was & reference facility and
books would not cleeulate. Porter would teain woluntesr

guides.

Save suggested a sales desk as a money-ralser; the
publicity committes < sted a preview pary Bbr the
press on the Sundey be the opening: and Robert ]

* Continues on page 4
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Dykes quesiioned whether there was enough exhibit
maierial on hand. Porter sald that there were enough
artifacts for a case on marine archeology; a nautical room
could be made ready as well as a doll colfection and a
cellection of okd cartoons; and he would lend his own
wooden artifact collection.

The museum opened Sunday, Dec. 2, 1962,

Al the dedication Minor Wine Thomas, chief curator
and director of collections of the Henry Ford Museum and
Greenfield Village of Dearborn, ML, gave an address. Ear
nest G, Gearhar, Je, presided, and Eunice Peacock Merrick
urivelled the museurn marker Her late husband, George
E. Merrick, had been the lirst president of HASE Following
a ribbon cutting by County Commissioner Alex 5, Gordon
mdPrt.ﬂdm‘}'thhhemuummmmupemdm
the public and members conducted guided tours of the
exhibis.

The apening of the museum added to the financial
burdens of the association because everything was
B ik TR, DA S gt S IiHs s e 5

ry . mEp cabinets, and even a
pickup truck. Donations hﬁ?ﬁam 5. Brody of Mc
Foster's Store donated files and file folders; the First Na-
tional Bank of Miami gave a substantial amount of filin
equipment. Robert McEey donated a Ebrary ca
catalogue cabinet as well as 21 tithes in the facsimile and
reprint series of the University of Florida Press. These
volumes covered many essential phases in the history of
Florida from Pedro Menendez de Aviles to the Civil War
and Reconstruction.

Artifact donations increased also: a US Navy Efe ring
and plaque from the USS Caloosahatches, a glass com-
pode from the Royal Palm Hotel, a photostat of a Spanish
map of Florida and Mexico ca, 1586, ladies’ clothing and
accessores from 1B60-1B70, an Als Indlan archeological
collection, and Indian Key arifacts and photographs.
Later, a 1928 Avwater Kent teble-mode] radio and speaker
in working order were donated. If some of these dona-
tions seern less than earth-shaking in their significance,
please remember thal the museum began with very [tile
o exhibit and nowhere to display i MUSESUIT Was
the magnet needed to attract the artifacts of local history,
end each gift atiracted others in years (o come.

Problemns developed with the plan (o have the direc-
tor live on the premises. It meant that he was never off
duty. Without meaning to, members brought 100 many

& o him, A museum operations committee was
st up to reBeve this burden and things ran more smoothly
untill midsummer 1963, Al that time the director resigned
to resume his academic career although the board urged
hirn io stay and offered to raise his salary. He had m
firne start against mamy obstacles and HASF was grateful
to him for sorting things out and teaching members the
rnits of what should be expected from administrators.
Though his fabrication skills were highly valued and
needed desperately in the beginning, the board realized
that the new director should be more of a fund-ratser and
commumity activist than a fabricator

David T Alexander assumed the duties of acting
curator and eventualy becarmne the direcior

A the end of the first year, the musewmn was still not
attracting Iitmu'n’neu ufvhlm:nu:tﬂl mcmrnpzm-

ing expenses, prgf & continued

o be mlﬂl!nd!.d ai Gu‘uhs gh Scan MUSELT

was hard to find and parking was a problem.
Omitting all of the presidents members of the

board of directors over two decades, the nllowing people
contributed their time and talents 1o the operation of the
museum In the early years: Weyne Wellman, museumn
Hbrarian: Jack Secke, curator of miliany and naval history,

J

Mirs. William L Freeland and Mrs. Herbert O, Vance, co-
ordinators of mussum volunteers, who included Mes. Nils
Anderson, Mrs. Andrew |. Moulds, and Mrs. Boland A
Saye, Ir Mrs, Walter C. Gibson, volunteer registrar and
charter member, catalogued the growing collection. Miss
Marie Nefl handled secretarial and correspondence
duties. John L Alexander and Fenneth N Sellati helped
with exhibit preparation, heavy hauling and preparation
of the Bbrary.

Eunice Memick set a precedent that was 1o becorme a
lifesaver when she donated a limited number of copies of
Fex Beach’s long out-of-print classic, The Miracle of Coral
Gables, with the proceeds from sales to benefil the
miusewm mongage fund

The Carl G, Fisher exhibit opened at the end of the
museum’s first year By September 1964 the exhibits had
increased from 21 in five rooms to over 50 in eight rooms.
Director Alexander began touring schools, giving lectures
on ploneering in South Florida: student tours of the
MLSeLET increased.

In Novernber Adm, L |. Stephens, commander of the
ﬁ:ﬁnﬂa Md Dﬂ:ﬂﬂ:} Cuas{m““ﬁq and mm'? than &0

rs and personnel abte opening of the Coas
EI:]'IHM exhibit, H I:Enl"llhe occasion wfs the Fresnel

I from lghthouse. This huge, 107-year
old, 3500 first-order lens was presented to HASF by Admi-
ral Etphns—mm:nbhdl% director and two volum-
teers (probably John Alexander and Kenneth Sellatl) spent
countless hours putting 50 parts of heavy glass together
without & Blusprint,

Following Mrs. Merrick’s example, John G, Dupuis, Je.
gave HASE a limited number of his father’s book, Dt John
G. Dupuis, Early Medicine, Publlc Schools and Agrieul-
ture in Dade County, with proceeds from the sales going
i help retire the n‘mnﬁa,

When the Ed and Maron Link exhibit opened Feb. 28,
1965, the crowds broke all records and both newspapers
covered the opening in thelr Sunday editions. Shieen
hundred visitors came during the first week. On display
were maring artifacts from Port Royal, Caesarea and the
Sea of Galilee, including the actual equipment used in &
432-foot-deep dive featured in the April issue of the Ma-
tianal hic Magazine.

This surge of interest encouraged everyone, bt
another surge soon dampened this enthusiasm: Hur
ricane Betsy blew into the ground floor of the museum
and the mop and bucket brigade foreshadowed the 1981
roof faflures in the second museum. Undaunted, Alexan-
der continued his educational program, jolned now by the
Junior League of Greater Miami. League members
traveled to 15 schools giving the ploneering lectuse and a
new presentation, *Florida Boom and Bust” Twenty-five
hundred students heard the lectures and 1500 students
toured the musewm. many from black schoals.

Museurn attendance crept upward bui was never
enough to pay expenses. To the director’s credit, he under
stood that the museum needed o atiract community
attention and he pursued this goal in every way he could
think of: creating a meeting room within the gallery to
house cultural group meetings — the Junior League provi-
sionals, the Laramore-Bader Poetry Group, the South
Florida Chapter of Florida Anthropalogists — and, relieved
of his school visits by the Junlor League volunteers, he
made himsell available to address the Khwanis, Rotary,
Lions, Soroptimists and more,

U{mw to the future of HASF was the
cmrtﬂmthn of the Junior League with the association.
n“T:L ague volunteers, the following were sin-

I]!d ot In Director's Newsletter and Ister became
P Continoes on page 7




Museum s first director, Jack Porter, i looking at a model of Miami's first industry — a coontie starch mill restored by Arthur
Berke. The model became a victim of Museum II's 1981 summer flooding.




Fresnel lens from the Carysfort Reef Lighthouse arrived in 50 snassembled pleces but was put together in time for a Coast Guard
exhibit opening in Movember 1964,

i . Al
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A dictionary, some tape-recording equipment, two bookcases and two tables made up the library,
which was supervised by volunteers.
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sctive in HASF: Mrs. Finlay |. Matheson, Mrs. Edward
Crafion, Mrs, Wilkam N, Hoeveler, Mrs. Leon D. Black. e,
Mrs. Jack G. Admire, Mrs. Thomas Guylon, and Mrs
Nathaniel G, Harrison

By 1966 museumn exhibits totaled 80 in nine areas
The John W Newman collection of rare Calusa Indian
silver and gold work resulted from the finds of some
hunters in the Belle Glade area. They gave these artifacts
o Newman, who was at that time an engineer on the
Everglades dradnage project. In the collection were some
Indian pendanis made from treasure fleet colns as well as
several 18th century European artifacts. Miss Margaret
MNewman donated this remarkable material to the
MUSEUMm,

In September 1966, Dr Tebeau announced that the as-
sociation in cooperatbon with Mra. Vincent Gllpin, Mrs
Wiliam R. Catlow, and Wirth Munroe would shortly be
distributing facsimile reprinis of The Commodore’s Story
by Ralph M. Munroe and Vincent Gilpin. The association
would be the sole owner and beneficiary of the project.

[n the sare mewsletter, De Tebeau rernarked that he
was going to propose to the board that we seek more
adeguate quarters for the museurm.

“We acquired the Bayshore property as a lemporany
home ... We have cuigrown lis capacity and recognize its
shortcormings as a museurn she. We have hed several
inquiries about the property, It appears that the time has

Second director David Alexander is ribbon for Adm.
1. Stephens, Seventh Maval District to curt at
Wﬂﬂuﬂhﬂu:ﬁﬂ.ﬂaﬂnﬂm.mﬂﬂ

come to start looking for a suitable site on which 1o con-
struct the first unit of a8 museumn building, at the same time
offering the present property for sale or trade.”

There were many reasons for the declsion to make
the move. The operating costs were a drain on HASFs
linances and the board felt that the only way they could
cope would be to cul museum hours and operate without
ihe services of a full-time director, thereby accumulsting
the money saved toward a new museurn. Bul this was
rmistiterpreted i the press and other media as a way of
galng out of the museumn business

Dr. Tebeau was distressed a1 the lack of understand-
ifif by the media—that plans were to expand, not contract.
Members of the board had been exploring other sites for
some time, among them the Vizcayn complex. Bif the
problem rematned: what to do In the infedm? It was
decided to Emp along unti the general meeting in Aprd
when new officers and directors would be elected. Al
though the board wanted to operate with part-time and
volunteer help, this was not feasible because no one could
be found who would lake on the responsibility. The
maoney [rom the sale of The Commodores Story helped 1o
keep the museum operating during these hard-pressed
da'.'uié &3 had the gifts of Eunice Merrick and John Dupuls
earlier

So everyone tried harder Alexander kept trying dif-
ferent sirategies fo improve attendance, and one worked
very well In place of the sign 8t the entrance " Suggested
Donation” he put a basket at the exit marked ~Help Build &
Mew Museum.” The revenue was the same but attendance
improved 300%. By July, however, the museum had only
two months of operating funds left. The board made a
special drive just for operating funds, asking personal
friends ks contributions of $100.

The Villegers and the Antique Botile Colleciors asked
o becomne affibates with HASF and were welcomed en-
thusiastically Another important liaison was announced
in June: HASF becarme affilisted with the Museurn of
science. The immediate result was that the program meet-
ings could be held in the Museumn of Science auditorium
instead of at Gables High.

Foliowing this good fortune came a new acquisition
which ralsed the spirits of the historiane. Thanks o Wade
atiles, the nine-and-one-hall-foot cannon from the British
vessel HMS Winchester which sank in 1595 on Carvsiort
Heef was acquired. And Mrs, Harry Tuttle, widow ;Eulm
Tuttle’s grandson, donated pholographs, clippings. post
cards, Tequesta artifacts, documents and correspondence
between Mrs. Tittle and Henry Flagler and others. This
made possible the Julia Tistle exhibit which opened Dec. 1,
1968 along with an entirely new Caribbean Foom.

Hopes were raised in 1969 when the Dade County
budget for the next liscal year contained an appropriation
of $189.000 for expansion of the Museum of Scence,
including an allocation of 4,000 squane feed wihdeh wortild
house HASFs museumn and Bbrary. But state officials
intervened with drastic cutbacks in funding for Dade
County so there was no addition 1o the Museum of Sei-
ence and no new HASE museumn.

Thai, however, was the last setback. On July 14, 1970
s 2 pom. HASF members appeared at a hearing on the
counly budget and convinded the counby commission that
the association deserved funding.

Tuesday, Oct. 12, 1971, ground-breaking ceremonies
were held using a thousand-yearold Tequesta Indian
whelk shell.

The Miam! News reported that HASFs Bayshore
bullding would be taken in trade and resold, valued at
$45,000,

50 ends the story of HASFs decade on M. Bayshore
Drrive
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MUSEUM I1:
A Moving Experience

BY THELMA PETERS

It is 18972 and the khiztorcal muiseum
is moving. We are leaving a crumbling
bayfront mansion without alrconds
tioning for a brand new budlding in (he
old Vizcaya frudt grove adjacent to the
Museumn of Scence. The historical
marker is gone [rom the front lewn,
the books are in boxes and the coan.
tie Flanls oui of the patio are n cans,
Fullilment at [ast, after all of the plan-
ning and knocking on doors o raise
money

A prelude was the groundbreak-
ing eight months ago, fittingly on Co-
lumbus Day, October 12, In moming

sun and breeze, heels teetering awver
rocks and weeds, we gathered o
watch the president, John T Harei-
$on, the execuiive vice-president,
Marty Grafton, and former president,
Adam G, Adams make symbolic and
ineffective digs into the earth with a
genuine Seminolke conchshell hoe. It
was b mdlesione.

Mow more than ten years later
one looks back and remembers the
excitement of moving dey, To us, after
ihe bayside house, the gallery with its
2,500 square feet of space and high
celling seemed enormous. Qur chal-

Opening reception filled the area. Picture was taken from the wooden ramp that

separated the beach and marinescape from the rest of the exhibits, The ramp was
usefil as a podivm and delighted grade-schoal vishors,

lenge was (o make i a meantngful
reflection of South Florida history.

At that time, June 1572, HASF
had onby two paid employees: David
Alexander, the director, and India Sue
Barbee, & part-time assistant. But
many wolunieers came forth to help
with the move and the re-setiling.
Withers Maving and Storage provided
trucks — Wayne E. Wihers was a
Eermer president and faithiul booster
= and the giant French cannons
miraculously came down from the
heavens via a huge crane. The old
Carysfort Lighthouse Hght, two tons of
bronze, wrought mon and crystal, was
mched o place as the feal point of
the new gallery, John Harrison and an
engineer frend devised machinery to
siowly and silenily revolve the Hghi in
its glittering splendorn

Some of the wolunieers were
members of the Junior League of
Miami who elected musewrm service
as thelr work project for the year Dur
ing thal summer of ‘72 the League
zlso became mvolved in local hisdony
in another way: it linanced and .
duced a 27-minute fllm, “Curs T.:ﬂa
Tropic Land”™ about the history of
South Florida prior to 1926. The scripd
was wrillen by Arva Moore Parks,
Mancy Mank, and Irene Shiverich,

of the most active volun-
feers was the executive-vice presi-
dent, Marty Grafton, who was at the
museum almost every day that
summer and fall. As David Alexander
converied some secondhand store
di=piey cases (o make them suitable
for a museurn Marty painted them.
She printed signs, arranged artifacts
on shelves, hung pictures, and kept
everyone on a time schedule, Among
the pictures hung were framed
photos of all the lighthouses of
Florida, past and present, a collection
io complement our impressive Canys-
fort Light

The marine wall was fun to plan
and execute. On the wall were pic-
tures and artifacts perfaining to ph-
rates and wrecking. Mary painted a
[arge map of Florida snd the Carib-
bean area fior this wall Bebow the wall
was a beach scene crepied by piling
sand on the flooe On the sand went
an old cannon, glass Noats, wreckage
and seashells. The beach was viewed
from a iwenty-foot wooden ramp, Hke
a dock, which arched shightty, and
was to prove irresistible to children for
running up, over and down. The top
of the ramp was & good spot for an
overview of the entire gallery, and on
oceasion, was used a5 a podium.

1was one of those volunteers of
1972, packing up Bbrary books at the
eld museum, unpacking them at the
new. Bul not until we had shelves.
The Junder Lesgue pald for shelves




and filing cabinets for the library but
the shelves came knocked down. Sue
Barbee and | spent many hours sitting
on the empty bbrary foor with our
screw drivers. When we got a sefl of
shebwes tight enough to stop wobbling
wie rejoloed.

The Jundor League jodned HASF
In a preview champagne recepiion in
the gallery Movernber 1, 1972 - & jam
of people congratulating one another
enjoying relreshments. music and a
premier showing of "Ours 15 8 Tropic
Land.” Five days later the museum
opened for good and has remained
open every day of the year since ex-
cepd Christmas Day.

The board of direciors, ance we
were seftled in the museum, began a
drive o publicize #t and make the
community welcome there. In addi-
tien o monthly programs on local
Ristery held in the auditonium of (he
Museum of Science, we had a
number of mformal events in the gal-
lery. Onme of these was Lemon City
Day. On display was the actual in-
terior, counter and mailleoxes, of the
original pest office of Lemon City
which dated rom 1889, Qur honor
guest was Louibelle Goode Mathers,
the only lving Lemon City postmis-
tress. Also on display was the rifle of
William Mettalr of Lemon City, Dade
County'’s colorful sherff of the 1880s.

In the spring of 1973 Arva Parks
became president of HASF and one
of the events she sponsored was a
salule to Miss Julia Harris, the long-
time beloved headmistress of a pri-
vate school, Miss Harris, in her S0s
and Bving in Stuart, was unable to be
present in person, bul Arva paid hera
visi and came back with a portrait of
her, fumiture from the school and
memaornrabilia including all the schools
yvearbooks, Many alumnae of the
school attended the reunion in our
gallery. The portrall hangs among
those of other distinguished pioneer
Miamians:

Another event was a quilt show,
the modest beginning of what has
become an anmual display at the Har
vest Festhval Members brought in
cherished old quilts [br display and
one quili, ready lor quilting. was set
up on a frmme in the gallery and left
there for several weeks — an open
imvitation for amypone who wanted to
don a thimble, take a needle and try a
hand.

In Juby, 1974, by decree Fom the
meyor of Miami, HASF was official
host fior Mismd's 78th birthdey party
Many rare photos suppled by
ploneers werne on display and our
honor guest was Maude Richards
Black, born in the Miamd areain 1879,

In the spring of 1973 Arva ap.
pointed lrene Shiverick to chair a pulb-

A gHt shop was established in the corner, just outside the director's office. Bealdes
the director, David Alexander, there was a part-time assistant, India Soee Barbee,

Bcation commitbee. Some out-of-prind
books mportant to Miamds hatony
were reprinted for sale in our book
shop. These incleded the Miami Di-
rectory of 1904, Ralph M. Munroes
The Commodores Story, Charles
Brookfield's They All Called It Tropi-
cal, and that long-ago true story ol &
shipwrecked Spanish youth, Fon-
tanedn. Tequesta, the scholasly an-
nual of the association, continued as it
had under the editorship of Dr,
Charlton W Tebeau. Back numbers
werne bound and offered fnr sabe, an
opportunity for new Ubraries and his-
pory buffs to obtain a complete set of
this valushle resowrce.

in 1873 a second publication
was added — Update, a bi-monthly
magazineg n a more populsr atyle,
history with photos, eye-witness
storles of historical events and The
Director's Desk, a page for informing

/Il

Landing of Pedro Menendez de Aviles at the mouth of the Miami Rive, the first

five paintings re-creating historic moments in Miami’s history, was unveiled al the
opening. Artist Ken Hughes, left, shares picture with Director David Alexander and
President Arva Moore Parks.

members aboul museum activities.
Leonard G, Pardue and Kenneth N
sellati were co-editors.

By the close of Arva's adminis-
tration B 1974 the museum had a
new director, Randy Nimndcht, brim-
ming with new ideas and enthusl-
asm. Petsy West had become curator
and Becky Smith installed as a full-
time Hbrarian Cur membership had
doubled, the photo collection was
zooming. museum attendance had
mudtiplied.

The trend continued. We have
done too well The library walls have
closed in, the gallery is inadequate,
storage space [illed, workspace
crowded. Like the Chambered
MNautilus we have outgrown our shell
5l 1 shall miss those (riendly
sapodifla trees which occasionally
gihted the hood of my car with a fra-
grant brown fruit
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museumn: A Dress Rehearsal

In & few weeks the curtain will go up for the premiere of
one of the finest regional history museums in the country
The componenis making up the production guarantee a
long rum: a Philip Johnson-designed bullding, exhibits
based on the best scholarly research, educational pro-

“Then there was man .. .."” s the opening exhibit in the gallery
renavation that opened in Musoum Il in lanuary 1978, For the
Tirst time a chronological tracing of man in South Florida was

Exhibits were all made in the museum, Jennifer 0ld and Randy
Galor, twe CETA employes, prepare a silh-scrosned panel.

grams, tours and demonsirations, and a dedicated casi
af trustess, valunteers and stafl,

i is & ghven (act that most of the thousands of visitors
o the new rmuseurm will think thet i just materialized as i
by g, Pew will have ever seen the Historical Museum
which existed from 1962 to 1972 in a converted residence
on Morih Bayshore Drive, But ihe accomplishments in thai
firsd facility fulfilled bwo major goals of the Historical As-
socistion: 1o collect information and materials relating to
South Florida history and io share that history with the
commLminy:

A few more people will be familiar with the Historical
Museum when H was located adjacent to the Museum of
Science on South Miami Awnue. Within a few short years
of moving to that location, however, the Board of Trustees
sccepted an invitation from Dade County to become part
of the new Cultural Complex in downtown Miami This
was a majer decision, an ambitious decision, but one seen
as a8 way to further the goals of the organization. Yet under
the leadership of Executive Director Randy E Mimndeht,
the migseum would be well rehearsed and prepared.
"Having the goal out there of literally trying to build the
best regional histony facility in the country forced us at the
same time to do a lot of other things, like earning accredi-
tation from the American Association of Museums, bulld-
ing a professional staff, organizing the volunteers, pro-
viding a wide varlety of educational actbrithes, and im-
plementing a solid development program,” Mimnichd
explained.

The new Museum still had to be designed and baulls,
50 a decislon was made to renovate the current exhibiis,
“Jack Admire (HASF president, 1976) had & whale lod to do
with that” Mimnicht sald. “He ahsays wanied us to wps-
grade the existing lacility and helped ws get a $6,000
design grant from the Rosenberg Foundation. Linda Wil
lams had fjofned the stall in 1975 to do the research and
the CETA program provided the manpower | always ook
UG that a2 & teial run for what we ke we vaere gcringtn-
do downtown.” The renovated gallery, presenting for the
first time exhibits tracing mans historic experiences in
Sauth Flords, opened in Janwany, 1978,

Between 1975 and 1980 many of the people working
at the Historical Museum wmnyundtd through CETA.
Historans researched text for exhibiis and historical
markers, Cursiorial assistants accessioned artifacts. Dark-
reim lechnicians made archival prints and negatives.
Office workers manned the telephones and typed leiters.
The Historical Musewm was one user of CETA funds that
was offen proudly acknowledged by the program's
defenders.

In 1977 President Layion Mank authorsized the
Museum o begin what would tum oul to be a two-year
project: Accredifation, To be accredited by the American
Association of Museums, every aspect of museum opera-
tions must be examined, adjusted, organized and im-
proved to meet professional standards, Along the way,
firm collection policies were passed by the Board of Trus-
tees aseach artifact was accessioned and unwanted loans
retumed. A new security systemn was installed 1o protect
the museumn against not only thell but, perhaps mone
importantly, the threat of fire. On December 11, 1879,
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Progicdient Siea: L',-rl.-:h received the ofTicis] netification that
the Historical Museum of Southern Florida was accredited
by the American Association of Museums. Even today the
museum is one of only a handful of Florida museums to
hawve achieved this mark of excellence.

The contributions of the Tequestans, HASFS volun-
teer organization, are essential 1o the museum. At one
time volunteers did everything from collecting memibser
ship dues to budlding exhiblts. Those tasks are now han-
dled by pald siaff members, As the Museumn has
developed s professional stall, however, the role of vol-
unteers has expanded and become more defined. 1976
was & ofganizationsl vear for the Tequestans and spe-
cific cetegories were identified, including the docents,
museum services volunteers, benelit committee, and the
Harvest

A crafis festival with quiting. candle-dipping. and
soap-making held at the museurn was the forerunner to
the Harvesl, now the major find-raising project of the
Tequestans, The first Harvest at the Youth Falrgrounds
was held in November, 1976, attracting 4500 and making
26,000 for the Museum. Each year the event has grown
and developed. Perhaps the most cherished moment of
the 1981 Harvest was the birth of a baby calf, named
“Harvest” of course. That year around 10,000 people al
tended the fair and nearhy $35.000 was raised. it is impos-
sible to put a dallar amount on the mpact the Harvest has
on the community or a value on how the event foraards
the association’s goal of communicating kocal history,

Duering the past decade over a million people have
visited the Historical Museum. In 1979 Wit Ostrenbo
joined the staff as the Education Director, supporting the
philosophy that, like the Harvest, educational acthfities
could be developed to expand the museum beyond its
wialls. Two major programs were developed, “1n Search of
Old South Florida™ comprised of cance teips, bas tours,
classes, and excursions to places from Sarasota to the Dry
Torugas, and an expanded school program incorporating
trips to historic sites swch as Cape Flarida Lighthouse and
the Barnecle with touwrs of the museum. The 1982 statis-
ties speak for the success of the education program: over
6500 schoalchildren participated In the schoal activities,

and "In Search of Old South Florida” attracted 3800
people,

Essential to ewerything is development. "Now its
called institutional management,” Nimnicht stated, "bu
basically it's fund raising” The Historical Museum has had
several major successes over the past several years, be-
gimning with a $375,000 challenge grant from the Mational
Endowment for the Humanities. "One of the things we did
with that money was hire the firm of Thompson and
Pendell to do a dewelopment study | think it was quite
useful. The trustees began to realize that this Is a business,
a very good business” Nimnlchi bs quick to prajse those
trustess with whom he has worked, especially the presi-
dents, Arva Moore Parks (1873), Rear Adm. Irving ]
Stephens (19°74), George B. Hardie, Jr (1975), Jack G.
Bdmire (1976}, B Lavion Mank (1977-78), Siephen A
Lynch [ (1979), Dr. Joseph H. Fitzgerald (1980-1982), and
curtent president James Apthorp, He is also proud of the
growing membership, which was around 800 when he
became the director and now numbers over 2000

“[ think one of the key reasons for success,” Nimnichi
stated, “is a consensus of feeling | perceive from trustees,
volunteers, and deflinitely from the siall that &% more
imporiant o have steady, continual growth aimed al very
specific goals as opposed to any flash in the pan. The
future of the organization is the big question nosw. In the
fuiure | think we should concentrate increasinghy on what
the organization exists for: the association of a group of
people mterested in South Florida history, In addition, the
future needs 1o be buill around the lmancial stability 1o see
HASF maove in the direction of a research institution, of an
organization capable of continuing to question man's his-
tote experience in South Florida”

The new Historical Museum of Southern Florida,
with s 14,000 square feet of exhibiis, the Chariton W
Tebeau Library of Florida History, collection storage and
wiorl areas, museudm store, elagssroams, and offices, will
zoon be i the spotlight. The years of preparation will hawve
paid off as the South Florde community uses and enjoys
this Hizstorical Fesotree EH:U..‘I'IIr Fram hete the Historcal
Association will fmd new ways to further its goal: to re-
search, collect, preserve, and Inmrput local history

mmmmummm by federal CETA funds, performed midseam m-ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂmmmhﬂmmr
and achioved accrediation in 1879, From left: Leslie Rivera, curatorial assistant; Arnold Matteson, dnuhmliﬂwhrll-r
Dodd Russell, wolurtesr coortdinator; Richard Stroh, research historian; Linda Willlams, curator of collections; Rebecca Smith,

librarian; Octavio Perez, curatorial

Robert Burke, curator of exhibits; Randy

director (seated

assistant; Himnicht, executive
front); Tom Sutherand, shop foreman; Debbie Jablon, secretary; Jason Rose, shop assistamt; Consuvelo Maingot, business

manager; Horace Gill, darkroom technician; Ann Truby,
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Map of the Miami River from the bay to the Everglades drawn in 1849 shows several balldings near river's mouth.
Arrow shows Tuttle house, which was one of the English bulldings. Compute approximate cultural complex for your awn diversion.

museom m: Iracking the Tract

Even though the site of Dade 's Culitural Complex
has long been a prime plece of real estate its historical
connections are relegated to the ne'er-do-well categony.
Research and archeological excavations have proved thai
the Miami land closest & water, i.e. the rver or the bay,
was the most desirable to Indians and early sefttlers, Al-
though the Cultural Complex tract is near the Miami River,
it was onby close enough to make it & neighbor to some of
Miamis major historical events before the arrival of Henry
Fh%‘smﬂmnduﬁlmmrpumhnnhh:dwﬁﬂhmi
inl

The tract is first recorded in the Dade County deed
books as part of the much larger James Hagen Donation, a
nish land grant of 640 scres on the north bank of the
iarni River. It was confirmed by the Unsted States com-
mission established to review citizens claims in 1821,
when Florida became a US territory. The condithons e US
certification of the Spanish granis stipulated thet the
petitioner shall have teed on the land for fen years and
have made some Improvernents, most Bkely i the form of
structures and agricubiural cultivation. Since James Ha-
ns cladm was confliemed, # might be assumed that he
ulfilled those requirerments; however, the commission
rarely sent inspectors to conflem the grantees’ clalms in
South Florida and, so fas, docurments have not been found
that detall or map the specillc Improvements on these
granis.

Ini the 1830s the Jarmes Hagen grant and others along
the bayfront were bought Richard Fitzpalrick of Key
Wesl. At the mouth of the Miaml River he established a
large slave-operated plantation which within a few years'
time had several hundeed acres under cultbeation.
Bananas, sugar cane, com, 5, sweel polatoes,
and cocomuis were included in his erop, buf, agaln, no map
delineating the use of Fitzpatrick's land exdsts to tell exacthy
where his farm land was. The Cultural Complex property
may have been converted from ls original pine (lal topog-
raphy to agricultural use dusing Fiizpatrick’s ownership. A
roughly sketched coast survey map of the Miami River in
1849, discovered by Arva Parks in the Mational Archives,
does indicate that it was used as farm land by its sub-
sequent owner, Willlam English,

Col. English had big plans for his property in Dade
County. Concedved a good 50 years before the Flagler ( Tut-
tle enterprise of 1896, they even included a subdivided
“Village of Miami™ sowth of the Miarmi Fhver The tkmes
were not in favor of English, though: the Seminole Wars

prohibited him fom achieving much success in Dade
County. In 1849 he turned over the use of his property to
federal troops as his uncle, Richard Fitzpatrick, had done
for a brief period a few years before. The troops stationed
at Fort Dallas, first established on the Fitzpatrick land
north of the Miami River in 1838, were generally few in
number, During the intermitient occupations of the fort
between 1838 and 1850, barracks, additional buildings,
and miltary activity were pretty much confined to the
immediate vicinily of the bay and the riverfronts.

When Fort Dallas was reopened in 1855 during the
final phase of the Indian wars, the largest number of
troops yet was sationed there, and the i compound
g1l was ﬁgrﬂﬂ:m:l-ﬁrﬂarged. Mew buildings and land-
scaping were added, Although the main fort complex was
slill probably not extended fer enough westward to in-
clude the Culture Center tract, i may been used as
carmp grounds by soldiers and their families who could not
be accommodated in the lar barracks.

Fort Dallas closed for the fEnal tirme in 1858, ha
secured the few settlers in the aren. Adter the Civil War,
Dade County meoved mto the nning of its homestead-
ing era. Any part of the large hiract would have been
prime homestead [and, but for obvious reasons was not
available. William English was not able to Fullidl his ambi-
tions for the Mismi area because he died in Calidfomia in
1855, before the end of the Indian wars, For seweral
decades his Dade County property remained in the hands
of his helrs, & refined Southern family who lived in
South Carolina and showed no inclination towards mov.
ing to so remote of rough-hewn a place as South Florida

Ir 1893 Julla Sturtevant Tuttle acquired the 640-acre
phece of property that would soon become the City of
Miami from an intermediate owner and set aboul convine-
ing Henry Flagler to extend his radlroad to her ront door
By 1896 she had succeeded. The tracks wene laid, and ked
to the new, grand Royal Palm Hotel While these two
projects were being completed, one of Flaglers land sur-
veyors, AL Hnowlon, was drawing up a map entitled
“Caty of Miami” now recorded in book B, page 41, of the
Dade County plat books. Between what he demarcated as
12th 5t (now rl, 11th St (NW First 500, Awe. F (NW
First Ave.), and Ave. G (NW Second Pve.), immediateby
west of the railroad tracks, was block 11dn, the future
home of the Metro-Dade Cultural Complex

Again, what was now Block 114n was just west althe
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major activity in the ares. As businesses began opening
downtown, Ave. D (Miami Awve ) became Miamis main
street, but by about 1904, with the construction of a new
courihouse and other buildings more substantial than the
earhy wood-frame structures, 12th 5t. (Flagler) became the
business center of the city. For many years the commer-
cial district ended on Flagler 56. at the courthouse, east of
the radlroad tracks. Pormer Mayor of Miami Frank Whar-
tons daughter, Mrs. LD MacVicar, who was bom in
downtown Miami in 1898, recalls that Flagler St. just west
of the tracks in the earliest days of her memory was
maostly private homes. Early insurance maps and city
directories tend to bear this cant. The 1899 Sanborn Com-
pany insurance map shows about a dozen wood-frame
houses on block 114a, a “printing office.” and a masonry
home labeled “Smith” The names of other residents re-
corded &s ving on 12th 5 between Avenues F and & a
fewr years after the furn of the century include: John Lasse-
ter, who was employed by the Dade Grocery Company,
and hiz wife Susie; David Griffith, a harnessmaker and his
wife Sarah; James Hart, a single man, who was a conduc-
tor for ithe FEC Raflway; Alfred Chapman, at that time the
proprietor of the Miami Club Bas, and his wife Gussbe; and
Wilkam and Antondca Fuzzand. Willem Furrasd was a
ploneer of Cutler. He ariginally came to South Dade in the
early 1880= with D Willam Cutler Bt was Fuzzasd who
ap for and meceived permission to open the lirst post
office there, which he named for his friend Dr. Cutler. As
the population of the vilage of Cutler waned, he mowved
downbown and became a bookkeeper for the Bank of Bay

Eis-:qg;n:.
homes of the working class of this period
Miami were generally fine, sturdy two. or three-story
wooden structures with front porches facing the street.
They were large, attractive, and quite comiortable by to-
days standards, bul nof as spacious or omate as the
homes east of dewniown on Flagher St., which refllected
their mare desirable bay-view location. Their owners were
lawrpers, bankers, and other professional men and their
Farnilies, and they had a taste for the Victorian embeBish-
menis that were the style at the time,

in 1906 the Tatum brothers, early Miami real estate
developers, began a trolley car service downtown. It origl-
nally terminated af 12th 50 and the railrosad tracks, but
later in 1906 was extended further down 12th 5., making &
lefl tum al Ave. G and conlinuing to the Miami Fiver,
connecting the residents al 12th 51 with the suburbs norh
ofthe city and the business district a few blocks away. This
first atternpt at local mass iransportation failed after a year
and was shuf doswn. it reopened in 1915 and survived Mhe

vears belfore its final dermise in 1920,

present cultural comphex is lecated.

The seguence of available nsurance maps from 1899
ta the: boam years of the 1920s indicates a slow but steady
conversion of the Culjural Complex site to more commier-
cial use. In 1906 the Miami Bottling Warks was located on
the comer of 12th 5i and Ave. E Four years later the
building is Iabeled "Pepsl Cola Boltling Works " There was
also a bicycle shop, a Bvery stable, and a "road yard.” By
1925 the block was almosi entirely commercial with the
exception of a few apartment houses. The Hotel McBride
was located on Ave. G (by that time renamed NW Second
Ave.), alarge auto garage was on NW First 5t where the
livery stable used io be, and the Armour Fertilizer Com-
pany was on NW First Ave. With the passage of & few more
years the site of the Pepsi Cola Botiling Works became the
WL Dorsey Motors, Inc., selling De3otos and Plymouths.
In the kollowing years business establishments came and
went, but there was no real change in the use of the

property untll construction began on the Culiural Com-
plex in 1080,

i becomes apparent while perusing documents and
research material for early downtown that the most cul-
turally signdficant use of block 114n is currently in the
miaking. That determination ks made with a limited degree
of certainty, however, because the stales required De-
velopment of Regional Impact Study did not include a
historical of archeological survey of the site.

“It's tronic,” says Bob Carr archeologist with Dade
County's Historie Preservation Division, “that that is the
cage for the site of our Cullural Center” Carr claims that,
despite the rony, the land was not in an area of primary
concern because of the inland location. Its main interest
probably would have been for the study of material from
early downtown Miami, particularly since those tracts are
s rarely exposed. Some arifacts were turned up by
construction workers, and while Carr has received a few
phone calls asking or appraisals of particular tems.
mosihy ald bottles, he has not yel had a chance 1o examine
arything recovered from the site.

Begardless of what artifactsal material has been lost
to posterity, the site has never received so much public
attention as i has n the last few years; first with is
selection as the location for the Cultural Complex, and
then with the ongoing debale concerning architect Philip
Johnson's post-modernist design for the building. Whether
one |s pro or con the archifectuml concept and expres-
sion, the chance to discuss a local building by an interma-
tionally recognired architect as a valid or mumljdgmgenhur
of a new trend in architecture heralds a change for Miami's
culturally interested community. Hopefully the piazzos,
galleries, and loggias of Johnsons neo-Mediterranean
complex will be the home of many more such argumaenis,

= . = = e =

n L F | -
1905 landscape shows dome of early courthouse loming large. West of that were the railroad tracks and then houses where the
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74 Ransam Schiool.

The first February issue of Update appeared in 1974, 5o
new and unitled was the periodical that the Edigors has-
tened to reassure readers that it was "here lo stay .. ot
heast for an issue &l & time.” H was thought necessary lo
pubiish a st of the mechanical requirements for an article
to e submitted. The result was & mode] of cancise nilae
mation for hopeful contributors, and included the beguil-
ing tip that * Insiders lile 10 use the symbol ## # at the end
of the article to skgnal ‘that's all’”

The kead article by Glubio Blane dealt with the Bfe and
work of Paul Carlion Ransam, who bbunded the Ransom
Schoal in Coconut Grove. Ransom. afflicted with poos
health, came to South Florlda in the early 1890% in search
of a more benign climate than that of his nathve Mew York
State. Over the years until his death in 1907 he created the
Ransom School on land purchased from Kirk Munroe. For
many years the school, originally called the Adirondack-
Flerids School, had an unusual “migratory” feature: win-
ters were spent at the Coconut Grove campus, and spring
and fall terms were spent ot the Adirondack campus. In
ithe late 1940s the northern campus was sold, and the
southern campus in Coconut Grove was renamed the
Ransom School. In 1973 the Florida Depariment of State
placed the Pagoda, one of the original buildings, and the
school fzelf on the MNational Register of Historic Flaces.

Updating Update: Since Giulio Blancs article ap
peared, momenious events hawe occurred at Ransom. in
1875 it merged with the Everglades School for Girls (o form
the Ransom-Everglades School. James B, Young became
headmaster in 1978, the latest in & distnguished line of
headmasters thet has included the redoubtable D. Flerre
. "Pete” Cameron and Robert Walker On & sadder note,
Betty Smith, the much-loved librarian for 19 years, died in
the last year Giulio Blanc, after finishing &t Harvard,
warked in New York, and is expected to return to South
E::ﬂh:[n soon o hesd the new branch of Sotheby-Parke

rniet.

By the February 1975 issue, HASF had a new director,
Randy FE Nimnichi, who took over the Directors Desk
column. The excting news in his column was the Malt
plan recommendation to the County Commissioners that
the five old Vizcaya budldings at the north end of the
Science-Historical Museum complex be renovated for the
use of HASE In the same issue, Dorothy Fields announced
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the establishment of 3 Local Black Pioneers Archives and
Manuscript Collection

Three aricles in the February 1975 issue iold the
story of the bad ald days of rumrunning in the 1920s
Stortes by Dr. Chardton W, Tebeau, Captain Victor Bullock
(s told to Thelma Peters), and an anonymous rummunner
who spoke to Jerry Pardue related the tale from both the
Coast Guard's and the beatleggers’ point af view in fas-
cinating defail. Among many mteresting bits of informa-
tion was the fate of the "hams” — burlap sacks containing
six bottles of whiskey — dropped overboard by the rum-
runnmers, sametines 1o be retrieved by them, sometimes
by the law-enforcerment agents!

The February 1976 issue was devoted to early
tourlsm in South Flands, and &8 nostalgic 4sie it was, [na
charming and often hilarious article, Stella Tuitle Chap-
man described her childhood holidays ai Julka Tutile's
elegant boarding howse on the Misrmi River af the fool of
what is now Southeast First Avenue. Daly Highleyman, in
ancther articke, wrate about the perils and adveniures in
being “the first complete family to drive Fom [eekaomnwille
to Miami in an awlomobile” In “Badget Fun-i-the-5un -
Circa 1905 Thelma Peters tald how klks from the north
could stay at the Green Tree Inn for $2.50 & dey, ncluding
meils, swim after hours at the Boyal Palm for a quanier,
fish, hike, enjoy the band concerts and go to the fair In a
I:Ivziighll'ul coda Domthy Flelds reprinted Bemis from the
column “The Colored People Here and Elsewhere,” which
appeared i the Miami Metropolis n 1904 and 1905,
Among social notes containing farniBar Miamd names lke
Bethune and Dorsey, we read a suggdestion that Colored
Town should have its own fire deparimend, and that de-
spite the best efforts of "D LA Butler, the sendor doctor in
colored toawn,” Mrs. Emiline Jones “is not improving wery
much” One closes the issue with more than a slight regret
for the passing of a gentle way of life.

The February 1977 issue was chiefly concerned with
the history of Miamls postal service. From iis primitive
beginnings ot the turn of the century the postal service
EI‘EW to accommodate the swelling population. Joseph M.

heetham, a former president of HASE began his career in
1909 in Miami's first post office on Souwth Miamd Avenue,
when hewas hired at $66 a month plus a 3250 allowance

¥ Continues on page 16
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ouT
OF THE
TRUNK

In the foreground ofthis Dec, 8, 1927,
picture plucked Oin of the Trimk i &
budlding with thiee arches. Three
arches are a design molil used fre-
quently by Phillip Johnson, archiect
for the Culural Complex. The en-
m-:eh ln:pml-L".STis;?nrw museum s
three anches #ppear in other
places in the building and the other
bulldings in the complex. An interest-
ing continity

On Nov 9, 1982, several thou-
sand people attended a Plaza Party at
the complex. Hasty landscaping had
been done around the entrance ramp
but construction was stfl going on
around the perimeter streets, and
walking was nol easy. Ficking herway
west on Flagler 51 10 Second Ave
HASF Trustee Voran Smith com-
mented on the beauwtiful mosaic
sidewalk in circles and swirls laid out
lonig age. Feconstructed, i would be
handsome around the new complesx,
but labor costs would be exorbitant

Does anyene koow aboul s
origmal construction? The design is
wiorked in a lan-colored tie,

AROUND
THE
MUSEUM

A small child Is lfted by her father o
refch the guest book and she infeniby
writes KATIE. An older couple sign
their names with the posiscript
MIAMI HATIVES! Two teenagers gig-
gle as they write ET. And when all of
the signatures are (abulated. the
gueidls represent every continent bl
Antarctica and every one of the 50
United States,

During the past twehe months,
alrmast 7, people registered. A
breakdown of the numbers reflects
many things. In summer the Souih
American snowhbirds frorm Brasdl and
Peru were as numerous as those
coming from Venezuela and Colom.
bin. Europeans came from most
Western European coundries as well
as Finland, Poland asd the Unied
Eingdom, Fram Africa came Gam-
bEans, Libyans, and Rhodesians.

Vishiors from Canada, New Zea-
[and and Australia came year round
as did Asians from lseael, Turkey,
Fuwad, and the Oflenial countrles of
China, Tatwan, Japan and Rorea

Decembar B, 1927 photo of still anfinished courthouss shows the part
of the new cultural complex that includes the new HASF

misseurm and the art gallery. Mast of the new library would be off to the left.

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES

Zannie May Shipley, who told about the new museum in the Movermnber Update,

now te2lls about HASF's first museusn.

Dr. Thelma Peters adds to her 21 other Update articles a personal sccount of the

move into the present museuwm.

Linda Willlams, a Cleansrater girl who became a CETA trainee at the museum ten

years ago. is now its assistant director

Margot Ammidown, Miami nathve and former historian for the Dade County
Preservation Board, is a historical research consultant.

Lee Aberman, one of Update’s advisers, is [aunching in this issue a year-long trip

through past Updales.

In winter the Amercan snow-
birds flocked maostly from New York,
Fennsylvania, and Ohio  Yearby
Caliiornda and Texas are high i num-
bera, From Central America and the
Caribbean, Micaraguans and Puerto
Ricans sign most often.

MNews events often reflect them-
selves. During the Orange Bowl Festi-
val, young people who played In
marching bands from all over the L3
stopped in the Gallery The Orange
Bowl game brought visilors from
Gammesville and Nebraska, The Falk
land Islanders came in the spring. as
did natives from the Conch Republic
(Hey West when not seceded) for a
short time. Students from kocal col-
leges designated their homes in lran,
Pakistan, Cansda and Malspsis, s
well as their schools.

Many visfiors do not sign indi-
vidually Groups who come through
during the week are registered by the
teachers or group guldes. On
weeekends, Boy and Girl Scouts come
with their leaders to work an merit
badges and fulfill feld trip require-
rrvents. Children from local hotets that

hawve sitter services and young people
from Hope Schoal and Varety Chil-
drens Hospial make thelr way
throwugh the museun with their coun-
selors and familles.

Ai Harvest time, teachers, par
ents and students spend time going
througdh to absorb all the information
needed for the Histary Bee, and often
note their schools rather than their
residences. Adults from continuing
education classes and the colleges of-
fering courses in Florida history also
give credil 1o their educational instifis-
tions. On occasion, directors and siafl
from other museums from all over
the world add gracious and favoreble
remarks to their signatunes,

Across from the guest book, the
audio states, "You hawe just been
through the Historical Museumn .. If
vou have been in Florida for the day,
or ilyou have been here all of your life,
vou are & part of s history and Hs
history is part of you™

Last vear these wisfiors became
part of hisiory and tock Florda his-
tory asound the world.

ALICE P WILLEY
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for his bicycle to deliver the mail. Women and blacks also
had opportunities for advancement in the post office,
among them Josephme Daniels, a feisty lady who's a mime
of information, and Edward . Bryant, a 30-year employee
who came to Miami sbout 1907 and rose from janiior 1o
mad handler

The longest arlicle in the issue deals with the Mew
Deal murals in Florida post offices. The Treasury Depar-
ments Section of Painting and Sculpture held open com-
petitions befsre awarding commisséons, In Florida, four-
teen murals wene completed between 1938 and 1942, The
story of the commissioning of the murals for the Miamil
Post Office and Court ge is long and torfuous
Sketches were [irst submitied by antist Denman Fink as
early as 1935, but chenges in the rules and bureaucratic
in-fighting delayed the awarding of the commission for
years. It was pot until February 28, 1941, tht the mural
was finally nstalled, somewhat altered from Fink’s origi-
nal skelches.

The sketches subminted by Chatles Hardman for the
Miami Post Office and Courd House were 50 impressive
that ke was invited 1o enter the mural competition for the
Miami Beach Post Office. Again there were many delays,
and changes werne required fn the designs. so thai
Hordmans murals were not installed until January 14,
1941, Regretiably, all 14 of Flordas murals, although still
hanging. have been neglected and have fellen into disre-
pair

Updating Update: The Miami Design Preservation
League hasinchuded the marvelous Art Deco Miami Beach
Post (Mfice an Washington Avense in the itinerary of s
Saturday moming Deco District Walking Tours. Anyone
interested in viewing it in the company of a docent may
gel in touch with the MDPL offices, 672-1836,

In Felbruary 1978 UPDATE concentrated on The Sea-
s0m. Whal if is and when it beging and ends are questions
s indeterminate that any dozen people asked are likely to
ghie o dozen different answers. But as Alice Pitman Willey
remarked m her column, "One can only assume that
future history will record that South Florida is a place and
has a time for the opening of all seasons” Thelma Peters
wrate about the New Years Swim of 1920 and 1921, three
miles from Plaza Venetia 1o Miami Beach nortd of Belle
lsle. Exciting races they were. Interestingly, of the nine
swarmmers in the 1920 race, theee were women. and the
winner was a Miss Frances Bilsbarrow, whose time was
one haut, 36-1/2 minutes. There 5 no record of the 1922
race. By then Biscayne Bay was beginndng to succumb to
the pollution genermted by the sewage Nowing into it.

An article by Jean C Taylor re-creates vividly the
development of Camp Biscayne, the plomseering effort of
Ralph Middleton Munroe and others to creale o winter
resort on Biscayne Bay From 1BB2, when he persuaded
Charles and Isabella Peacock to bulld the Pescock Inn, to
1903, when he organized Camp Blscayne for himself and
hiz friends, his was the driving loree behind the ereation of
the resirt,

In anather of her perceptive articles. Dorothy Fields
chraniches the parallel black society in Dade County, which
had i cwn Season, s own culiural and entertainment
activities, virtually unnoticed by the white society. In 1951
a black publication in Kansas Ciy, Missouri, femured
Meami in a ten-page article Bscused on visiting black celeb-
rities. Highlighted was Georgettes Tea Room. Mrs. Fields
wiites that “this spackous stfucture provided eleborate
lodging for black entertainers who wene booked 1o per-
form in the hotels across town bul were ot allowed 1o live
on the premises because of their race”

The February 1979 issue opened on a 50d note with a
iribute to Owen Cherry, the first black woman elected 1o

THE FINAL WORD

The space normally occupled by The Final Ward will be
given throughowt the year to Lee Aberman’s perusal of
past Updates in commemoration of the publication’s Tenth
Anndversany

the Florida Legislaiure, who wes kifled most untimely ina
motor accident. Mrs, Cherry, a deeply loved and admired
figure in South Florida, had long been a member of HASE
and was a former board member

An article on George Merrick, the erentor af Coral
Gables, revealed the nteresting information thal he was
the nephew of Denrman Finke, the artist and architect who
destgned and palrted the murals for the Miaml Post Office
isee the Februany 1977 article),

A fascinating story by Jean C. Taylor discussed the hfe
of the" Widow MeClaln, the &-foal, 4-inch, Amazon known
as the Ox Woman. This gentle eccentric, one of four glant
Smith sisters, befriended many South Florkda settless.
After her husband was hanged in Georgia for killing a rman,
the Ox Woman eventually settled ot Long Key in what [s
now the Everglades Mational Park.

The longest and most impofant story in the ssue
recounted the successful attempt of Josiah Frederich
Chaille to hawe his 4-sector plan for numbering the streeis
of Miami adopled, The past 60 years have proved the
flexibility and kresight of the Chaille plan for a growing
city. Almost all of Dade County is now covered by the
elaboration of the Chaille plan, and all ol us who must get
from one place 1o another are indebted to Jostah Chaille for
ihe ratiopality of his concepd

Thee February 1980 issue of UPDATE appeared in s
brand-new guise, with a two-color cover. varying stocks,
sophisticated layowt and (ypography. and a smashing
cover story on the attempted assassination of Franklin D
Boosewelt, the president-glect, by Ghuseppe Zangara on
February 15, 1933 In the attack, Anton Cermak, mavar of
Chicago, was klled. A well-researched article by Richard
[ Simpson gives an hourby hour account. A remarkable
photograph, reprinted from & conlemporary crime mag-
azine, shows the assassin peering over the head of M
Lilian Cross an instant before he fired the shot.

Articles aboist Henry Flagler, Booker T Washingion
Senior High School, and Bea Hines's siory on Dorothy
Fields' strugdle io launch the Black Archives, are fealuned
in the February 1981 Bsue. Exceplional pholographs high-
light the first two arficles, as does a handy chronology of
Flaglers life in the firsi. Flagler's lie (1830-1913) spanned
mitch of the Armerean ndustrial Revolution, an era of
which ke was an mportant pard, as much for his creatlon
of the “American Riviera” as ior his role In the organization
of Standard Ol

O Bacher T. Washinglon Senbor High, Michael Ees-
selman says, it "had a uniquely profound effect on the
Miami black community. It was a symbaol of pride, wunity,
and educational excellence ... lts graduates include .
Theodore Gibson ... Ahalke Range, Univeesity of Miami
histoey professos Whitlington Johnson, and actress Esther
Rolle. lis closing left an inlellectual and culiural void”

And here we are. It's February 1982 and UPDATE has

rsonal reminiscences by Dean Miller Billee Peeler
gﬂﬂ.‘t.hﬂd Charlie Brookfield, as well as a valuable article
on mstoring old photographs by Steven Brooke. On the
ingide cower one 5 an announcement of HASFS ae-
quisition of the Audubon Double:-Elephant Fobo, Down-
tewn the new Museumn building is approaching comple-
tion, It's been a busy, productive decade, and UPDATE,
suave and sophisticated now. has long since proved that,
like HASE it's hete to stay,




VOLUNTEERS GIVE FREELY
BE A HASF VOLUNTEER

There Are Times When
Some Training Would Help

DOCENT & MUSEUM AIDES ARTIFACTS AIDES RESEARCH MATERIALS AIDES
& Demonstrateon Lasders # Subject Catalogers #» Primarily to stafl Rosaarch Canter
» Vigitor Assistanis # Taxtile Consarvators information desk Y day (4 hrs.)a
s Tour Conductors # Pholographers weak. Same archival

* Handypeoplo ® Accossioners progects done at desk.

Kathy Piara Daniel Markus Rebecca Smith

Curator/ Artitacis Curatof/ Pasaarch Matarials

ADMINISTRATIVE AIDES neadod by all of the abowe
and by Grants Officer Judith Fornes and
Development Secretary Jung Rosengartan,

Education Director

m

me storical. - \olunteer Orientation Day
ASSOUIATIOR “i[l....-_. Members » Tequestans « Non-Membars
SOUTH FR.N FLORIDA Saturday, February 19, 1983

10 a.m. HASF Museum
J2a0 South Maami Avanue
htiami, FL 33129

Training starts Tuesday, March 1, 1983

Call: Kathy Plerie 854-3289
Educathon Director
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