N i

A Remembrance: The 26 Storm HH““M

Beginnings: The Unitarian Church NG
Beginnings: The Mental Health Society ??g;\
Beginnings: Founders & Patriots Daughters ‘\M

The Historical Rasociation of Soathern Florids

(PDAIE

Volume 10, Number 2 May 1983 $L00




Just Lying Around
This Summer?

Bequiling 1920s beach beauty piciure by Claude C. Mallack i from the HASF collection

Visit the
New Historical Museum!

Beginning July 1: Tours for Summer Recreation Groups

Season Starter “Search the Museum with Your Buddy”
A tour with special activities JUNE 26

Call 372-7747 for more information

Historical Association of Southern Florida

101 West Flagler Street
Miarmi, FL 33130



U P D AT E 1

Ther Hiwigoriawl Anancisvion of Soaihsgn Flasids

UPDAIL

Published quacterhy by
The Historical Assoclatlon of
Southern Florida
107 West Flagler Steeet
Mizmi, Florida 33130

Mra. James 5. Wooten
FUBLICATIONS CHAIEMAN

Marie Anderson
ELITOE

Lee Aberman
Dorothy Flelds
Arva Moore Parks
Thelma Peters
Engens Frovenzo
Yvoane Sania-Maria
AMISERS

Updaie is the magazine of popular history
published quanerly by the Hisiorical As
soctalion of Southern Florida

Beceipt of Update is o privilege of
mernbership inthe Historical Assoddation,
& non-profit cultural, educational and
humenistic organization dedicated to
providing mrrmation sbout the history of
South Florida and the Caribbean and io
the collection and preservation of mate-
rial reloting to thot history Assodiotion
progroms and publications are made
possible by membership dues, gifis from
private sources and grants from federal
state, and local government agencles

Categories of membership in the
Association are sensad, individual, family,
donot, sponsor, fellow, corporate. For in-
formation regarding membership fees
and benefits, conlact the Association o
the addrews above

The contents of Update (155N
O 35-M053) are copyrighted &) 1983 by
thie Historical Associsiion of Southern
Florida, All rights am reserved, Reprind o
materals |5 encosuraged: howeser written
permission from the Associstion is ne-
quired. Inquetries. contributions and other
communications ame welcomed and
should be addressed to The Editer, Up-
date. Hisionical Association of Sowhern
Fiorida, 100 West Flaghesz Mismd, FL 33130

The Historlcal Associstion disclnima
responsibiity lorerrors in factuaal materind
of alaterments of opinden expiessed by
oomiribufors

Typography by Superiypse. Inc.;
mechanical preparation by Pegdy 5
Fisher, printing by Haff-Daugheriy
Lraphics, Inc

Contents

“We Went Through Quite
an Ordeal” c

Helen Frank recalls the night when she and her two young
cousins thought the world must be coming to an end. It was the

1926 hurricane.
Be 6-13

A community tzng;i respond to the felt needs of its citizens. In the
1930s two entirely different groups established themselves in Miami.
At the end of World War [l a need was felt in yet another area.

A Different Church, A Different Drummer 6
Agneta Heldt, who is writing a history of the Unitarian Church in
Miamni, has excerpted some of the eary efforts 1o establish a church,

Civic TLC for Fragile Minds 9

Patricia Mclntosh compiled a history of mental health
advocacy for the 35th anniversary celebration of The
Mental Health Society in May 1982, She shared part
of her first draft with Update.

Miamians Trace Ancestors to 1600s 12
In compiling a chapter history, Eleanor Ratelle turmed

up the fact that one of the oldest patriotic groups in the
country organized its first Florida chapter in one of the
younges! cities in the state, Miami. She developed an

article for Update from the chapter history

Departments

Letters 7
Around the Museum 2
Book Review 14
Out of the Trunk 15
The Final Word 16

Lee Aberman continues her trip through ten years of Update
with “A Miniature Palimpsest of History,™ which begins on page 14.

On the cover: This is the joyous beginning of a
expectations. i is Friday, March 13, 1925, and ground is being broken for the Biltmore
Hetel in Coral Gables. Mow, almast 60 years later, hopes are again high for 8 grand hotel.

Photo credits: pp 3-5 sketches, HASF volunteer; p & Mayfair Theater, Miami Herald;
First Unitarian Church, Miami News; pp 7-8 Miami Herald; p 9 Lois Parks; p 10-13
Miami Herald; all others, HASE

that never really fulfilled



Mo identifications yet on this Dut of the Trunk picture run in February 1980, but
Morma Davis True has contributed further information. See Letters,

FROLIC GIRLS

R ar “Clnf of tar Trumk™ picture In '-.-'["-
date (Wb 7, Mo Ihof “Frofic Girls Ovaunge
D™ by Clarade C. Matlinck:

I remeerniver Me Matlack very el from
rn cul chays o Pl ol Mellarmd 3.[1.'!“1|:H1|h,
forerarieer of The Miami [‘.I.1|I:|.' Do aimd,
mets The SMiamit News He isat fo ran lids
pant phodograplic stindie and ugd o by
roird e Metropalis often. | suppwse by
siippdred plratias; the paper fid ot Jese a
plroto deparfomerat fhere, He died im the late
ToMs, efeen | wsas coreling for The Miami
Daily Mevws aud had ot a= one of myg
regiilar assgnmens,

I eocureder 6 Whe “Frofic Girls" pichuse 1ias
pod froen e 3920 Paler Fete the cite cofe-
brateid fir @ week in sidicinter, 1 probably
s syl by Bie Chamber of Commeroe
ﬁu.‘.:'-rr!..' Ml iamear dk wrt, g Hapse et
rars decorated Hhee ard roseam Dhe Padm Fete
Prerade (1 rode sl Viodet F||_'||:"\.|J|'.l|:1'_ haler
Barker, society edilor of the Metropolis, |
revull, )

I shEpect the “Frodic Girls" were part of
e gl evibertminment. The e “fits, ™
bucd fir this fowig dtae sonee the U pdate putidi-
cattoni { Fefrrivary 19800 of the e s
e ol ety Puaoe sad | apas T arnd I'd
mol argie, Hut 4 DO resmerehier Me Maotlack
md theal he wes @ busy and importan pio-
fographer i Miami mrowaad 1920,

Morerir Direie Trice
2532 Golderirod SE
Saresofa FL 33579

Morma Davis True had worled sav.

eral years on the Metropolis under 5
Bobe Dean, wha waiched his staff

with a parental eye, when Dean sold
the paper in 1923 to Gov James M.
Cox, who tended {o survey female
staffers with a roving eye. She re-
matned several years mone before
gong o Mew York to wotrk for the
Sim. Her Tmp'l;ll:-uqi Book pubilizhed
i the 205 was compiled from recipes
gheaned from the chels of the popular
boomtime hotels, who tried 1o outdo
each other in extravagant! concoc
tions

EILTMORE HOTEL

Semoe | prat ished mny secourd hook of poerr
1 gy bevr pax lr[l'.ll-\.;'.ll. ritermints o i fook far
my grrandoheldren rdincdy edl! emclude orug-
img amcdents wlhen my three sons were
yoten, [ relork boa writfng group of e Pen
Whumer, Chur dipic towes “Mewr Horizons,”™ and
Tiprode the ernclossd. IF was supgeated | semd
it o o sfiee e Billesiree i5 50 misch weeid-
fent i receinilyc

Mirglen Mezpdry Pieree

W) Mewdoz A, Apl 4
Coral Gafdes FL 33134

Mrs. Pierces Mew Horizon back in
1926 was the Biltmore Hotel which
had been built on property two
blocks from her home. Update is in-
terested i other recollections of this
landmark for a fuiure issue

LETTERS POLICY
Letters relevanl to previous bssoes ns

well as appropriate historical lopics
should be addressed o Update Editor,
Historical Association of Southern
Flosida, 101 West Flagher Street, Miami, FL
33130, Letters should be signed. Letiers
iy be edifted 10 meet space restEictions

AROUND
THE
MUSEUM

L'ENVDH
The gclEll._-rllr SupeErvisor walked |:||.|u_'1.'|1|.'
through the museum eminding vis-
itors: "This gallery closes at five
ockock, thank you.” While waiting by
the gate for the last person to leave,
the supervisor found her mind wan-
dering to the words on the Chatllan
Tebeau plague in the library: “History
i= mome than information - i ia the
stony ol people &l work

The wisitars left and the gate was
leaered with an ominous clang, The
museum was closed. The final gal-
lery check began. The silk screen at
the entrance reinforced Dr T's
philosophy: "THEN THERE WAS
MAN."

Then came the skow walk toward
the empty space whene the canmons
once stood. Memory brought back
the sight of children climbing ower the
cannons as they fantasized the ad
veniures of pirates. For & moment a
flashback of photographers” bulbs
seeimed to Hght the anea.

fis o plece of litter was picked up
frorm the carpet, the stains revived the
days of the "deluge™ the huge pieces
of plagtic protecting the exhibits, the
constant monotonows dripping of the
wister ino the assortment of contain-
ers while the stafl and volunteers
wiorked tirelesshy to save the exhibits
and anifacts.

Further along, where the Fresnel
lens had hummed quietly as il rotated
and projected kaleideseoph: patterns
an the ceiling and the Indian dugodl
hanging there, the émpiy space con-
tatred & lerse sign: “This exhibil has
been moved to the new museum.”

A carelessly dropped audio-
phone was picked up. The sounds of
the Dade massacre and the Indian
attack on the lighthouse seemed o
emanate from the Ken Hudhes mu.
rakg,

The figure of the Seminole
woman in her Everglades chickee
looked o be placidby waiting to be
moved to her new location.

Before removing the electrical
connection of the player piano.- (he
gdallery supervisor could hawve been
deceived nto hearing the visitors
singing along with the plane molls and
the children clapping and dancing 1o
rhl_i' Happy Wanderer” to the delight
of all

A check of the board room was
pexl. Crowded on occasbons with
people az Arva Parks awlographed
Forgotten Fromtier, Madory Stone-

P Comissmngs on page IS
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“We Went Through Quite an Ordeal”

"Have fun and dont stay up too late”
eaid Mother as they all wend off to
Temple for the Rosh Hashanah
ewdsh Mew Yearl service. 8 was Sep
ternber 18, 1925, and mmy o cousing
hard Juest arrheed fromn Geongla to malse
their home in Miamil. Our apastrmesnt
being oo small, thelr parents, my
aunt and uncle, had taken o room
downiown ot the Fort Dallas Hotel
wiiile the two children spent the nighl

BY HELEM FRANK

with me. We limed our beds up on the
screened frond porch because my tiny
bedroom would not hold &l theee of
s

For o while we ployed and tallked
an the porch in the beautiful minon-
Hght. Finally we fell asleen It seemed
but & minute afterwards thet |
awakened 1o thunder and lghtning
and railn pouwring down all aver us, |
quickly awakened my cousing, by

now dremnched as 1 was, and we

scrambled into the howse
My parents. just home from
Temple lsrael, helped us into dry
pajomas as they told us aboul a
strange thing that happened during
services. A beautiful white dove had
flaarn i the winndows, pl:'rl:hl,rd on the
alear, and stayed there throughoust the
services, When they were over and &
was ttme o close the sanctuary the
B Cortinues on pags 4

# . dressed in bathing suits, with shoes and socks and hats on! All night long they kept & up. .. "




dove wouldn't move. It stayed right
there. At the time we all thought this
was stfange. As my mother and
father talked the thunder grew more
menacing. the rain grew heavier, and
lghtning kept flashing. Suddenly a
windew in Mother’s room burst and a
tiny stream of water ran down the
wrall

Dad ran into the hall of our
apartment bullding to find out whia
the irouble was, As he started up-
stairs, olher families were running
down. and a man yelled, "Get your
farnily ocut of there, the roof is gone!”
Hearing thai, we all grabbed up our
clothes and rushed for the stairs.
Mother, the practical one. picked up a
flashlight and a loafl of bread. We
teased her about that in later years,
but o one was laughing that night.
The bread proved io be our mainsiay
feor thdety-siy hours,

Downstairs we found most of the
other families from the two upper
floors. There wene aboul twelve chil-
dren, assoried grandmaothers, several

, and a set of parakeels in a cage.
Luckily the hall of the bullding was
wide and long. dividing eight apart-
ments, four on either side. Men were
pulling furnifure up to the doors at
either end of the hall, piling one plece
upon another, bracing brooms and
froning boards against them. "What's
going on?" Dad yelled against the roar
ofthe wind. “Haven you heard 7" bel-
lowed a neighbor “Thats a real
Flarida hurricane out there, and we'we
got to brace the doors so the wind
wion't blow them .

The people on the first floor
opened their doors and invited us to

come in and be comfortable. Grateful
mothers pulled their frightened and
excited children into corners and onto
safas, trying to el them to settle
down and go to sleep The dogs ran
nervously sniffing from one to
another, and babies screamed and
clung to thelr mothers. Meamwhile
the men were gathered in groups,
deciding how 1o handle this novel
emergency. Wives anxioushy watched
as their husbands divided into groups
of three and went upstalrs o begln
sweeping down the welght of water
as it poured in, in order to keep the
fMoor from caving im abowe us. |
shall never forget how they looked,
dreszed in bathing suits, with shoes
and socks and hats en! All night long
they kept it up, with brooms and
mops and buckets. When one gawve
out, another ook his place.

When the electricity went, plung-
ing us info darkness, one tenant went
searching for candles, She found
enough to place one in ¢ach apart-
ment, and except for the intermmittent
lightning, that was all we had 10 see
by all night. Soon those of us who
were older found we had no cholce
but 1o settle down next 1o our
mothers, and even though we could
niot sleep we stayed put.

Though the din of the storm was
so great we couldnt even hear the
babiles erying, once in a while it would
ease off for a few minutes, at which
times we could hear people banging
on our doors and crying (o be allowed
in, The men would rush 1o a door,
several of them holding it open jus
enough to let the people in. and then
slam and brace @ again. This hap-

8 . farupthe street we spotied ataxi. A
man hept getting out of it and picking up
debris and moving wires as the taxi
slowly came toward ws.”™

pened over and over, all night long. till
there were a hundred people in the
downstairs area. Our apariment
buitding was one of three exactly
alike, and we were luclky to be in the
middle, because before morning the
ather twio were gone and most of the
people as well as neighbors from
hames in the anea wene with us,
Shorthy after the electricity went
ofl, the water mains broke. Then we
had no refrigerators, no lghis, no
working toflets, and no water, With all
of those people touse just eight 1oilets
the Hnes were constant all night, and
the men had to form ieams to go
upstairs with pots and pans to catch
water, bring it down, and put It into
the tollets so they would fush. The
odors and the humidity were ferrible
as the night progressed. Most of the
windows had blown out and were
covered with sheets and blankets to
keep out the rain, Daylght finally ar
rived, but wind and rain were still all
around us and we couldn’ see ouf,
Then as suddenly as it had hit us
the storm stopped. There was ufter
stillness ... everyone looked ai
evervone else. . and with whoops we
headed for the doors. After our men
unblocked the doors we rushed out,
then stopped dead siill in horror




U P D AT E

Mothing but devastation met our eyes
i every direction. The Miami sun was
oul, the heat was back, but nothing
else was the same. All the trees, the
beautiful palms in peoples yvards,
were stripped and destroved. Cars,
which had been neatly lining our
sidewalks, were piled up like junk,
ofe upon ancther, some caught up in
the forks of broken trees, others hang-
ing from skeleial roofs,

Electric wires were down and
dancing all over the sireet, sparking
and sputiering as they touched one
another and danced sway Even the
sidewalks were torn up, and we
counted five roofs in our backyard,
There were pieces of furniture and
chunks of concrete and stucco
everywhere, as well as huge twisted
metal signs and spilled garbage.
Families were {rantically trying to
kezp their children away from the
dangerous wites, and the men wene
talking about how they wauld make it
dorwrn four blocks to the grocery store,
break a window il necessary, and get
some food o the children,

Somewhere 8 hom blew, and as
we loaked o where the sound came
fromm, far up the street, we spatted a
taxi, A man kept getting owt of it and
picking up debris and moving wires
as the tad slowly came toward us.
Abowt a block away Hs doors Mew
open, and my aunt and uncle jumped
out and started running torard us,
"o nskde! Get back instde” they
yelled as they ran foward ws. "Hurry,
burry! The storm is coming back, get
mside! They pushed us inside as
they kept shouting fo everyone,

“Don't you know this ks just the “eye’ of
the hurricane? The ather side will hit
in & minute! Get all the children n-
side!” And they managed to get us all
inside safely just a few minuies before
the storm broke again.

The winds roared, the rains
carne down in gusts and torrents, and
the nodse was again deafening. The
humidity returned in full force. The
men once again barricaded both
doors and retumed to the debilitating
chore of sweeping the rains down the
siairs,

We had thought it impossible o
be miore miserable than we had been
all night, but we were mistaken, Now
everyone was exhausied, hungry,
thirsty, and sore all over from sitting
and lying on the hard foor all night
The terrible smells from the bath-
rooms, the d 5%, the sneezing
and coughing of many people in a
small space, all of it was multiplied in
oure tired mimds [0 enormous propor-
tions.

The mothers, s very much
afraid the upper foor might collapse,
spent the whole day with flashlights
trained on the ceflings, doing from
room o foom, inspecting for cracks
and telltale deibbles of water | doent
Fnew when the hurricane went out (o
sea, for | finally fell asleep for the first
BErTIE,

The second morming, with quiet
at [ast returned, the rains went on and
on, Finally, all of us went outside; we
could stand the crowding no longer
By now our whole street was gone.
Not a house was standing, and we
were all very awed by what we saw.

What a miracle that our one
building, crowded with so much hu.
manity, was still therel

Adear, famifiar noise assailed us,
and as we looked down the street
there was the old horse that pulled
our milk wegon -:IaiErping foward us,
pleking his way on first one side and
then the other, stepping Bghtly aver
thie debris. Our milkman® We cowldnt
believe i

While the mothers were hugging
him and the fathers wene patting and
punching him in the back, the chi-
dren swarmed over the old wagon,
drinking milk from the botlles, laugh-
ing and shouting, Smiles appeared all
around for the flirst time in many
bours, The milkman told us he had
bBeen trying (o get to us for eight
bours, going all around the blocks,
coming back, crossing yards, krow-
ing that there were so many childmen
and babiles in the cormplex that he had
to get to us.

Chur parents somehow got our
listle famnily down to the Fort Dallas
Hotel, where we all stayed in one
coom for days until a train was once
again running North, Dad got us on
the first irain out, and we all went
back to Georgia for three months. |
dont know whatever happened 1o
our milkman or whether he ever got
the recognidion he should have got
Bui o5 the years went by | used 1o
hear my mother tell the story of his
arrival that mormning, and she abways
ended with, “We gave him maoney, as
did all the famdlies in the building. but
none of us could ever have given him
enough.”

=Mothing birt devastation met our syes
in every direction. The Miami sun was

out, the haat was back, but nothing elss
was the came"
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A Different
Church,

A Different
Drummer

BY AGNETA HELDT

E e

U PDATE

John Proclor was a laconic, sobwer i ratty Englm'ldnz, & successiul busmessman from
MNew Harmpshire of a family traditionally Unitarian im all its puritanical and socially
conscious facets, He wanted 1o enjoy his winter vacations at his home deep in
Coconut Grove. He cccasionally became impatient with the noriherners his wifie
|'_|_|1;',I filled their house widh kb rnq‘l._-li.ng.t._ ::!'.:.-:]',' groups, amdl sockial affalrs n hee
cammitted work of organizing a Unitarian congregation m Miami.

"Damn i, Lucy why are you getting yourself so worked up? There ane
entirely too many churches already.”

There were indeed many churches |::-I'1'|:_'."|.rl1|r every kind in Miamt in the early
thirties. About a hundred and fifty were Bsted on the newspapers church page,
which did not mention any black churches. There were Trinitarian Frotestant,
mostly Methodist and Bapiist, with a few Lutheran, Episcopalian, and Presbyte-
riam; eight spiritualist; four Catholic; and our synagogues, On the ediforial page of
The Miami Herald where Westbrook Pegler or Heywood Broun expounded their
prejudices during the week the central space on Sundays was occupied by a
Sunday sermon

But there was no church founded on the principle of each participant
searching out his own philosophical and intelectual approach without dogma or
required Bellel, no chureh where northern Unitarians, as subject to frostbite as
anyone else and part af the winter colony, eould Mnd a comilortable church home.

Miami in the thirties was a southern town, except with palms and hibiscus
instead of water oaks and crepe myrtle. and separated in mood and spirit from
the mote cosmopoflan, gitering Miami Beach. The yearround commurity
seemed 1o be almost al the end of the world, certainly at the end of the road undtil
the Overseas Highway to Key West opened in 1938, It was siruggling to pull self
up from the economic catastrophes of the collapse of the real estate boom apd
thie big hurricane of 1926, It had suffered a depression all its own before the rest of
the country collapsed afier the "29 stock mmarket crash. There was no menial
climate for experimentation and socal reform except from the New Deal, which
came from outside

A group of “serous people,” 24 of them, mostly New England Unitatians
with a sprinkling of others from the midwest, had irled to lbrm a church 0 1931
with a series of lectures at the Urmey Hotel and the Woman's Club. But 5o small s
group could not carry the load and was obliged 1o abandon it. Then in February
1938 an enterprising young dentist, Dr. A Harold Klock, with some help from a
member of Floridas aldest Unitarlan chuech, tn Orlando, and significant support
from a young rebbi. Jacob Keplan, decided it was time to go ahead with a ‘Hberal’
church in Miami.

Rabbi Kaplan was predisposed [avorably toward Unifarians, Tending his
Mock in Albuguergue, New Mexico, and having to deal with the usual American
small-town antagonisms toward Jews, he had been helped in a Fu Klux Klan
vigilante situation by a Unitarian. When he came to Miami in 1936 to serve the
Termple [srael congregation, he and Gearge Klock (a lawnrer), two or three liberal
rirsters, George Merrick. & M. Harrison, and Ernest Coe (one of the fathers of

e

The Wometco corporation allowed the new organization to In October 1949 first service was held in new church on US 1
hold services in the Mayfair Thoater at 1605 Biscayne Blvd, and 29 Rd; site cleared In 19603 for Rickenbacker flyover.



Everglades National Pack) formed a philosophy club. It was to this club that Dr
Harold Klock applied for help
do you start a church?

Iy this case it was done by placing a prominent ad on the church page of The
Mlami Herald, Rabbi Kaplan granted a meeting room in Temple Bsragl, though he
was pessirndstic and had commented that he didn't "beBeve there were enough
intelligent people in Miami to have a Unftarian charch.” Sixby-flve people, how-
ever, carme b the meeting

What they heard was from De. Robert Dexter. who had been sent down from
the Boston headquarters of the denomination and who had been in charge of the
Unitarian Service Comemiltiee’s reliel work with refugess in Czechoslovakia, He
spoke feelingly about that but not a word about what Unitarianism was or how it
differed from other religious approaches. Dr. Flock wrote in his account of the
leunding of the congregation

"I &n atiernpt 1o retrieve the situation, 1 gol Rabbd Kaplan in the rear of the
pulpit and told hirn, ‘For Christ's sake, gt out there and tell therm what Unitarian-
iz 2’ This he did, and most skillfully, and | must give hien eredit for preaching the
flrst UnBarian sermon noour chtiech, ... The confents of his remarks still lnger,
though many years have ¢lapsed. After telling them that he considered a Unita
rlan church as eszential to 4 cultured eity as a police or fire department. he wenl
on to say that he felt safer living in o city where there was a Unitarian church
because it meant that the community would be less emotional and less subject o
racial and religious hatreds.”

Through Rabbi Kaplans good offices, the Wometco Corporation allowed the
new aanization to hold services in the Mayfair Theater &t 1606 Biscayne Bled
There on Sunday, May 1, 1938, the second emissary from Boston, Dr Everet
Moare Baker, & vice-president of the American Unitarian Association, spohe. and
sfter the service the congregation was brmally organdzed.

April 17 of that year had been Easter Sundey. A week later, April 25, the Fu
Klizx Klan paraded through downiown Miamil ignoring traffic lights, their cars
kcense plates covered. The group then parked on city-owned property and
burned three seven-fool crosses. Mo non-robed persons were allowed fo join tha
parade. Records did not show a parade permit. Police oflicers were “conspicuous
by the absence” (Mlamt Herald). There were 200 Klansmen and wormen i 60
enrs, In an editorial on Aprll 27 of that year The Hemld sharply denounced the
beazen effrontery of the Klan and the unwillingness of the police (o do anything

B Coplimies on page B

H the Unitadan church had been
strongly organized at the time the Ku
Klux Klan paraded through downtown
Miami, April 25, 1938, it would have
joined s wobce with The Miami Herald,
which denounced the effromtery of the
Klan and the negligence of the police.
The congregation was mot formeally
organived wmtil May 1, 1938,
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Pobce chiel Leslie Quigg refused to answer if he were a member I{the Unitarlan
church had been strongly organized ol the time o would have joined s voice with
The Herald.

Ini the following winter season of 1938, services wene conducted by the Fey
Arthur Harmon Winn, a minister emeritus from Dallas, Texas, who preached from
a movable podium in feand of the Mayfair Theater movie screen. The congrega-
iy had 1o be gune (o vacate the building bn tirme for# to be set up foral pom. show
But there was also a one-room Sunday school avallable, and an adull discussion
group met each Sunday. The discussion group later became the Miami Commu-
:|'|i:1|r Farim thal won & natienal award ag a Town Mltr:!u'lg_ 17y BiE da',':'.. before the
popularity of TV panel shows. Classes on comparative religion metl in private
homes during the week

Arthur Winn was lully able to present the mystery of the Free Mind Principle.
but he also was, according to Lucy Proctor “The right man for these times. . . his
kindby and gently manner was a great help to our group of Unitarians inthis city of
many Evangelical churches of various ceeeds.”

The Mrst annual mesiing was beld downlown at the Gralynn Hotel with 43
people present, and the dinner cost 75 cents. "And i was a good dinner, ™ reported “ .. someone on the left but who would
Mrs. Proctor After officials of the Boston headquarters again visited the fledgling | not go too Task,"™ was the way Joseph
congregation on January 22, 1938, Dr Frederick May Eliol, president of the | Barth was characterized by the presi-
denomination, allowed that the group should consider a permanent minister, | dent of the Unitardan denomination. He
“someone on the left but who would not go too fast.’ was installed in 1940 as the first minis-

He had in mind a young man named Joseph Barth. Barth, then 33 years old, | ter of the Miami church and remained
had already served al sewveral churches, the latest being Channing Unitarian 15 years, “an era of ferment, bubbling
Church at Newton, Massachusetts, where, the story went, he was in trouble | up from the imaginative, scholarly,
because of a seemon on veneneal disease i which he had used the word ayphilis | charismatic, sven puckish persanality
fram the pulpi af loseph Barth."

For his [irst sermon at the Miami church, Barth preached on a good Unitarian
text, Luke 17:21: ".. . for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.”

In 1940 he was formally installed at a black-tiz dinner on the Alcazar Hotel
roof, with representatives of the three dominand faiths of America represented
The keynobe sermon was by the Bew. John Haynes Holmes of Community Church
af New York. And 5o began an era of ferment, bubbling up from the imaginathee,
scholarly, chardsmatic, even puckish personality of Joseph Barth,

In the decade and a half of his leade rﬂh:rr‘lh.:'ﬂ::.n- he went on to Hi.—:g'ri. Ch |'|.]‘!u."|
in Boston, he orgnated communily enferprises soch 85 1he oflen noisy and
always lively Friday night Community Forum., with speakers such as Scholem
Asch, Philip Wylle, Judge Stanley Milledge, and Sen. Claude Pepper; therapy
groups in a city with little or no help available fior the peychologically troubled, the
firsl inter-racial parent cooperalive nursery school; a drama wagon that presented
plays performed by mter-raclal casts at schools and communiiy centers. He also
dared to sponsor a radio panel, on which & blaek man padicipated for the fies|
tirre as an expert, to establish temporany headguarters i the Miamd area for D
Alfred C. Kinsey in his researches on human sexuality, and 1o campaign for
imvestigation of police brutality, especially toward blacks. Being willing to chair a
rialty for Henry A. Wallace in his Progressive Farty campaign brought & threat of
belng shot i Joe Barth did nod leave town. There were crosses burned mone tham
Gnce

i was a rough road o traverse, i is excding (o recall. This was a different
church, listening o a different drummer

Stanley Milledge
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Lois Parks, MHS executive director, broke ground for Florida lﬁr:tn-ﬂmﬂ mental hlpil‘.allrl Illﬂ:l'l 1955 with Gox. LeRoy

Collins's help. Jobhn Burwell, William Frates and Browand commissioner Tamy

Salvino were onlookers. William Gilroy, lnung

those in background, Mpdhiﬁhﬂduﬂqﬂmﬂrﬂhﬁnmm planned with help from psychiatrists who

treated the mentally ill.

Civic TLC for Fragile Minds

BY PATRICIA McINTOSH

On May 15, 1947, a group of Dade County residents
pledged themselves 1o 1. Promole the study of current
prablems of community fife which might or could affect
mental health, 2. Sirbve Bor the development and im-
proversend of all established or needed facilities and pro-
grams that would improve mental ..-Lrt.lll k| EI'|I..E|1'.'-..I" L a]
incrense awareness and knowledgs af the general puislic
about mental health and #s problems; 4, Saek ¢ Dopera
tion among all public and private agendles on undersiand
ing the needs of the mentally il im order to secure better
treatment for this segment of the population. Thus was
chariered the Mental Health Society of Southeastem
Florida

About fory years had passed simce Clifford Beers
wrote A Mind That Finds liself and bedan his crusade

resulting in the creation of the National Commitiee for
Mental Hygbere i 1918

Umntil 877 the mentalby il of Florida wene shipped to
asyhims in Georgla and Norh Carolina or cared for in
private hormes '.l.lrhln the state. From 1878 through 1952
Flaricla citizens received only custodial care, with the use
of barred windows and mechanical resirainls accepted
practices even inlo the 1940s

Progress was slow, but the returning World War Il
veterans with their emational stresses and batthe -fntigae
symploms helped bring mental health problems out of
the closel, Mary Jane Ward’s The Snake Fii. in 1946, suc
cessful both as & book and as a movie '-'I"-"Il“"' F'-!"-:"!Til-'l-'-.‘ﬂ
the pitiful state of our mental health institutions and the
inadeguate irestment echndgues in wse. Then Congress

B _ohEmied afn fdage 1L
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enacted the Mental Health Act aof 1946, which began the
reordanization of state hospitals, tncreasing operating
budgets and providing federal monies for rescarch and
training.

All these events spurred the Council of Social Agen-
cies, later known as the Dade County Welfare Planning
Council. to act. It instituted a mental health cormmitiee 1o
develop citizen awareness and sensithvity 1o the needs af
these radsundersiood, underserved realdents. Ity mem
bers concluded that the Florda State Hospital in Chat.
tahooches, nestled over five hundred miles to the north
clase to the border of Geongia. was not the answer they
wanted for famity or neighbors experiencing mental
health difficulties. At this same time local treatment
facilities were private and few in nunmber.

A small group of dynamic volunteers met eardy in
1847 with a representative of the National Committes for
Mental Hygiene, Emett Choate agreed to effect an incor-
poration, and Marie Enterline enlisted a band of civic-
minded women who wrole community leaders, clubs,
and organizations.

One hundred and fifty-four stalwards finally <igred as
charter members following an orgdanlzational meeting in
the Sunshine Room, Florida Power & Light headgquarters.
Ingraham Building, 25 5.E. 2 Avenue, Miami On May 15,
1547, Judge Stanley Milledge approved the nonprofit cos
parate charter inwhich Chester M. Wright, Marie B. Entes-
lire, Carlotta Lewis. Fosabel B Quillian, and Flarence
Mahoney were designated as members of the charer
board. The Junior League and the Miami Womens Club
each gave a one-time gift of 31,000 for operating budget.
The orgenizations first office, obtained through Pres.
Chester Wright's help and consisting of two roomis on the
ground floor of the Visiting Nurses Association, 700 S.W.
12 Avenue, Miami, opened its doors on Jan. 15, 1948,
Zonta Club and the MNatbonal Coundcl of Jewish Women
soon offered thelr endorsements with gifts of $500 and
400 reapectively,

As with any institution, the Society is the product of
the effons invobeed inits operation and grosth to fulfill the
desires and goals of dedicated citizens trying 1o mprove
commaumity life.

The first board of directors began the agency's long-
terrn commitiment of serving as adwocates for the rights of

the mentally ill, this neglected segment of sockety Them
were 42 members on the first full board, a rosier of
outstanding civic leaders including three dynamic
husband-wife teams — Gardand and Rita Budd, Francis ]
and Helen Riordan, and Thurman and Ellen Whiteside

Board members active in the early years recall rany
significant accomplishments. They feel the redesigning of
plans for the proposed addition to Jackson Memaorial
Hospital to include a 100-bed psychiatric unit effected a
new era in mental health for Dade County. Commissioner
Freston Bird responded to citizen lobbying and led the
way in 19459 for county acquisition of land from the city of
Miarmi, using federal hospital funding through the Hill-
Burion Act, The consequent five-story facility opened in
March 1852,

March of 1948 heralded the appearance of Mike
Corman, author of Oklahoma Attacks Its Snake Plts, Mrs
Daniel Mahoney and Mrs. Alfred Lasker, both active in the
naticnal mental health movement. joimed with The Miami
Daily News [ sponsoring a three-weehk whirhwind tour of
Florida for crusader Gorman, who hod done so much o
brprowve canditions, first in Oklahoma and eventually ol
cver the United States. He even took the time (o write as
guest editor for the Society’ April 1949 news bulletin, one
of many prominent persons who did, nclhuding gover-
niors, peychiatrists, and reporters

A dramatic increase In public awareness of mental
healih was engineered by the agency's use of ita monthly
news bulletin, Two national sororities assumed the print-
ing and distribution of this educational tool, first, Beta
Sigma Phi (Alpha Sigma Chapter) in 1948 and later, Kappa
Alpha Theta,

In Movernber 1948 Don Petit, staff writer for The
Miami Dally News, used agency background materials 1o
wilte a series of fve anicles efling the lack of local or state
mental health trestment facilties, This was ollowed in
February 1949 with a series, “Floridas Shadowland, ™ that
depicted Florida’s “snake pits” and was written by Steve
Trurmnbull for The Miami Herald. Mr Trumbull's experlence
turned him into a long-term advocate for the mentally Hl.

These developments prepared the society's volun-
feers o assurme & vilal mole i the crealion of a Florida
Memntal Health Society in Novemnber 1950, comcding with
the Brmation of a strong Mational Association for Mental
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Don Petit
Health through the merger of the American Psychiatric
Foundation, the Mental Health Foundation, and the Na-
tienal Committee for Mental Hygiene

To coardinate all this activity the board of directors
wis fortunate to secure, 85 i3 lirst permanent executive
director, Loks Parks, a graduate social worker from Michi:
gan. Originally on loan from the Council of Social Agencies
for only three months beginning February 1. 1949, Miss
Parks led the societys wolurteer advocatory thrust for
sixteen years until her resignation on October 10, 1563
The monthly bulletin introduced her as “Lods — the galwho
rolls up her sleeves and gets things done.” Lulu Riker as
sectetary completed the flrst office staff

However small, this sall successfully assisted the
eager board of directors I inttiating & valuntesr Structure
of ten active standing committees by 1955, nod counting
the in-house budgel, personnel, and executive commit-
tees. From a 512, todal budged in 1949 the society
required over 527,000 in 1959 to carry oul its ambitious
Progams.

The Mental Health Society of Southeast Flosida
joimed the Community Chest’s twenty-one affiliate agen-
cies in 1948, was active immediately in encouraging wal-
unteer saliciors rom s membersship and B 1957 con-
timued sommitment to i when i was renamed the Undted
Fund and s roster of participants had grown o sbiy-sig
BgEncies,

Valunteer membership dues have always produced
about a quarer of the societys income, Special fund-

Garland and Rita Budd

Mike Garman

raisers within the membership were abways encouraged,
and this attitude sparked the 1951 ~"Mistake Sale” of Mrs
Wil Lindsley and the 1955 luau of Edwin Christianson,
which were followed by other successful social gatherings
1o ralse funds.

Impaortant as the (nancial matters were 0 dictating
pgency Bbcus, BB was the generous wvolunteer hours that
ricrfured the soclety's image and stimulated a new aware-
ness and scceplance of mental health needs i the people
of the Miami area. Whenever 2 need developed, commit-
ted wohinleers offered themselvwes to meet it, When cof-
munity lack of knowledge dictated that the public’s educa-
tion become a major thrust, educational programming, a
speakers’ bureau, a library, and the prodiction of & Film
veere all quickly implemented

Mental Health Week has been observed since 1949,
but the highly sucoesshul Mental Health Fair, instiluted in
1953, has coordinated all the above activities into a one-
dey citizen-partcipation forum, By the spring of 1958,
with Mrs. Richard Stover ms chalrman, almost one
thousand persons attended 8, and there were 137 profes-
sionals offering themsehaes as program panicipants

By May 1882 the organization, now called the Menial
Health Associetion, hed realized thirty-five years of ser
vice in Dade County. A celebration of the event honored
the volunteers whoe contribufed fo the association's
groswth, Also, recognition was given to the Seven agencies
crealed as a resuft of the dedicated advocatory effons
made by these volunieers
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Mrs. ). Raymond Graves ook the DFPA
charter in 1834 to Manila to get the
signature of her sister, who had left
Miami before the ﬂ[ﬂhlﬂﬂnﬂﬂl
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Miamians Trace
Ancestors to 1600s

BY ELEANOR RATELLE

[ 1898 when Eugenia Washingion
(great-granddaudhier of Col. Samuel,
brother of George Washinglon) was
busy lorming the patriotic genealogi-
cal society, Daughters of Founders
and Patriots of America (DFPAL, n the
nation’s capital, she envisioned a
group of perhaps twoe hundred
nationwide, (Miss Washington was
well versed in genealogical organiza-
tion. She had been one of the found-
ers of the Daughters of the Amercan
Revolution [DAR] elght years earfier.)
DFPAS first national president
"thought that two hundred would be
as large as our society could possibly
become due to our strict elgibility re-
quiremnents,” said Betty Davis Wallace
of West Des Modnes, lowa, a former
national president, But despite the
rigid requirements — documented
proof of an unbroken line of descem
from father or mother from an ances-
tor setiling in the eolontes from 1607
1 1687, with an mtermediate ances.
wr (same surneme) serving during
the Revolutionary Perod, 1775-1784
the soctety has flourished, Today

'l

Mrs. Paul C. Taylor, pictured in 1948 with Mr. Taylor, was among the original

35 charter members.

there are fifty-five chapters in the
United States, with a membership of
2.3648.

Ferninists will probably find i of
fensive that DFPA founders (who also
included Helen M. Boynton and Pella
H. Mason) first asked the already
existing memn's society, Order af
Founders and Patriots of Amerdica, to
add women to thetr membership Bui
the gentlernen 2ald no, o the ladies
formed their own, patiermned In gen-
eral alter the men’s ocrder The DAR,
organized in October 1890, had a
simnilar experience with the SAR, Sons
of the Amercan Revolution, which
had been founded the 'prf-.'i.n}ua
511rir|.g.

Thirty-four years after the birth of
DFPR, Mrs. Arthur W Mann, who
lived om Norih Bayshore Drive in
Miami, organized the Flarida chapler.
Miami, mcorporated in 1896, was but
a fledgling town. Yet Florida DFPA
roods were planted there rather than
iry the much older historical sites of 51
Augustine, Pensacola, Tallahasses, or
Jacksonville, and well you might ask
why,

Very probably Mrs, Mann was
one of the few members, pechaps the
ofly OFPA member, in Flotida af the
thme. She had become affiliated in
1915 in lowa, and the national society
had appointed her organizing prest-
deni of the Florida Chapter in 1928,

A great many of Floridas 35
charter members were members of
the DAR, whose first Miami chapter,
Everglades, had been active simce
1905, Shortly belore the thidieth an-
nual state DAR conference. held
March 8, 1932, in Fort Myers, Miami
DAFEs had received invitations from
Mrs. Mann to attend a luncheon b her
home. The DFPFA chapter was or
ganized there March 18, 1932, and
signatures of national officers were
aflized 1o the charter April 14

In 1934 the Flarida charier
traveled around the warld. According
bo the May 5, 1934, minutes. Mrs, ]
Raymond Graves, wife of a Miamd
phyrsician and hostess of the meeting
I her D8 Lido 1sland home, azked 1o
take the charter with her on a forth-
coming irip. Her purpose was fo ob.
taln the signature of her sistes, M.
John W Shannon, a cherer member
who had moved to Manila before the
members signing of Mov 4, 1933
Permission was granted, and that
summer Mrs. Graves carried the
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chuarter ko thie Philippines as well a5 ta
all tha: stops on her global circut.

The Florida Chapier's early be
ginnings are replele with the names
of community leaders of the period,
among them: Mrs. Murray FOWh-
tichern, Mrs Willasd [ Caler, Mrs, Wil-
llam L. Freedland, Mss. Heney |. Eg
ger, Mrs. Paul C. Taylor, Mrs. Luthe:
M. Davenpot, Mrs. Charles L. Sykes,

Teday the chapier has more than
shoty members, and there are three
other chapters throughout the state;
Essex Beville in the Monh Central
area, Florida Pomciena in Palm Besceh
and Florida Royval Palm in Fort Myers,
ataie membership is appradimalely a
tindeed and thiny

What do the Daughters do other
than meet, discuss historical subjects
and secialize? They are dedicated to
discovering, restoring. and preserv-
ing family records and history other-
wise unweitten ar unknown of early
colonists, their ancestors and de
scendants: and inculcating patriotism
im present and succeeding genera
tions, with particular emphasis on
military education m n-.fleg_e-_r, and
universities throwugh the DFPA ROTC
medal program

For the past ten years, the
Flarida Chapier has been cutstanding
in Bs participatbon in presenting med-
als to noteworthy BOTC students in
the state under the guidance of
Chalrman Barbara Smith Wiler, for
merly of Miami Beach,” said Florida
President Ethel E Smith of Baynton
Beach

Twe medals &re ;.'lrl:s-:-.'::ll.ed each
year at the University of Miami to the
Army and Ar Force ROTCs. Others
have been awarded at the Unirer
sithes af Florida, Tampa, Jacksonvilke,
and West Florida, as well as Florida
State, Flarida Southern. Florida Tech
nical Institute in Melbourne, Florida A
and M. Stetson., Florida Technical
U1'|i.'-.'|.,-r._-r.i11|.I in Orlanda, Embry Riddle
at Dayiona Beach, and Admiral Far-
ragiut = o F'q,:l:::r.-.'hurl_q.

The national society directs Asell
toweard the major millary academies
at Wesi Polnt, Annapolis. King's Point,
New York (Merchant Marinel and
that of the Coast Guard

DFFA is also concermed with ab-
taining and forwarding supplies for
Army and Navy hospitals in wartime
Pad examples. according to thie
Flofida chaplers archives, Include
money sent to troops of Chicka
rnaugs, Geargla; preparing to go lo
Cuba during the Spanish-American
War in July 1B88; mainienance of
beds in the American Hospital in Paris
during Wardd War |; contributions to
the Mailonal Soclety War Fund in
Warld War 1l: denating hours of ser-
vice (3,250) and blood to the Red

Crioss as well as wan-band punchases
(52,0000 among members

Highlight of 1982 for the Florida
Chapter was the [fiftieth birthday
celebration at Miamd Shores Country
Clubh. The national president-elect,
Mrs, Lotils Joseph Bahin of College
Park, Geongia, was speaker of the day.

The names of the 35 charter
members are: Carre Foote Mann,
Anna Leukse Jamieson. Helen Bourne
Joy Taylor, Alice Benjamin Vail Mar
garet Francis Stevens, Hamried Lyon
Lecnard, Alice Hubbard Breed Ben-
ton. Dorothy Lincaln Bames Daven.
port, Allys ©. Todd Bailey. Clama
Melinda Morse Johnson, Olive ©
Walerman ];L:'I-.r::mrl_ Blanche
Jeckman Schumann, Mary liene
Johnzon Tresher, Emma Amelia
Bevwrker Irwin, Sarah Lucas Hawies,
Mildred Dorsey Egger, Myrilla Plerce
Frissefll, Jessbe Cormelia Kemp Caler,
Bessie Smibth Clarkson, Mary Walda
Harriss, Lucile Thomas HKeyes
Caroline Frances Baker Church, Nell
Brewster fivery Daugherty, Mary
fvery Graves, Clella Avery Shannon,
sarah Heldredge Hawkes, Bertha
Todd Abberger, Caraline Harriss Mar
tin. Helen Comstock Freeland, Grace
Comsinck Davis, Clara Furlong Wal
les, Eleanor Pudos Sykes, Annie San
ford Root, and Efzabeth Anne Moody
Rool.

Anather charter member, Dorothy
Davenport (1949 picture], meved with
her hushand Luther out af the state

in the 1950s.

Eleancr Sykes, pictured in 1957 with her hushand Charbes, was also a charter
mamber The chapter presently has 80 members.
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A Miniature

Palimpsest
Of History

BY LEE ABERMAN

May 1983

Leafing through ten years of Updake is a curious experi-
ence. The old issues mre by now themsebres historical
documents: history about history. One reads for example
in the Apeil 1974 bssue about the doughty ladies of Coconu
Grove who leunched the firsi Audubon Soclety. Among
their chief concerns was “the ravaging ol egret and heron
populations by the hat-plumage indusiry.” A few years
later in the Jume 1976 issue. we learn that the famous
Barefoot Mailman, E. B Bradley, was the father of Guy
Bradley, the Monroe County game warden whose murder
&1 the hands of egeel hunters was a precipiiating factor in
the establishment of the Audubon Socdety Sweh unex-
pected linkages are part of the enduring fascination and
delight of the study of history. An article by Patsy West in
the Jure 1974 issue reports on the efforts ol archeclogisis
to recover from a timy control area part of the palimpsest of
history buried under downtown Miami, all that is left of
the great Tequesia mound which was greally destroyed in
1836 1o make way for the Royal Palm Hotel.

Yet that same Rowal Palm Hodel is the subject of
Thelme Pelers” aricle in April 1975, in an issue devoted 1o
Grand Openings, The openings of the wooden Colling
Bridge, forerunner of the Venetian Causeway, and of codl
service to Miami and Eey West were both historic fuming
points in the modern development of South Florida. 5o, in
thelr different ways, wene the openings of Hialeah Race
Course, the first primitively "alr conditioned” movie
house, the Capitol Theatre, and the glamorous Billmore

Hotel. * Corminues on page 16

BOOK REVIEW

Metropolitan Dade County ~ Historic
Preservation Division, From
Wilderness To Metropolis, The
History and Architecture of
Dade County (1825-1940),
Miami: Metropolitan Dade
County, 1282, Introduction, ap-
pendices, fooinotes, bibliog-
raphy, and index. 152 pp. of text.
510,95,

In his ntroduction 1o From Wil-
derness To Metropolis Bogue Wallin
states that "This book . .. is intended
fo incredse an awareness of South
Floridas historic architecture among
South Floridians.

Wallin is the assistant director of
the Historic Preservation division of
Dade Countys office of Community
and Economic Development. Two
other members of the division, Direc-
tor [van Rodrigues and Research His-
torlan Margol Ammidown, provided
the text for this book. which has
been in the works since 1977 when
the county’s survey of historic sites
began.

It has been worlh the wall. The
authers have provided the commu-
nity with & bock that will give any
reader an understanding of the areas
architecture and how i developed
from 1825 1o 1940,

Each chapber presents & period
in Dade County’s history from “The
Pioneer Era” through “The Great De-

pression.” Important individuals and
evenis are described but the em-
phasis is on the architectuse of the
period. The evalution oflocal building
styles is delineated not only i words
bul also by many excellent photo-
graphs,

S T I W W e M

The four appendices contain
some of the most interesting and use-
[ul imformation in this work. “Archites-
tural Styles” = made up of shod, eas.
ily understood descriptions of each
style mentioned im the main fext.
Every description is accompanied by
o fine drawing with all of the salient
fentures identified. This section and
the glossary section allow readers to
familiarize themselves with architec-
tural terms that they may not recog-
nize,

“Selected List of Slgnificant
SHes” picks oul "some of Dade Coun-
ty's more historically and architeciur
ally significant structures.” This sec-
tion lets readers use their new-found
knowledge. They can do out into the
commurtty and view some of the
best representations of each siyle and
then pick out other examples not
histed in the book. Learning to recog-
nize local architectural styles should
enhance South Floridians” apprecia-
tion of thelr surmoundings and give
residents & broader range of sites to
shaw otit-of-town guests.

Except for some editorial over
sights imd some noorrect photo cred.
its. this book is very well done. il is
wiitien in a flowing stybe that is easily
read. It is a compeehensive unlt and
the perfect introduction to Dade
County's architectiire,

The number of local historbes
abowd the Miaml area published in
recent years is a good sign. This
awareness of how events in the past
have shaped the presemt can only
help local preservation efforts. Bogue
Wallin contends that through “the
recognition that older buildings may
be worthy ol preservation. a com-
munity is tacithy admitting thai it has a
history significant to its future.” This
book should ncrease the ranks of
those people who acknowledge this
significance and actively attempt o
save South Florida's architectural
heriage.

— DANIEL MARKLS




Ravaund the Mussum
» Contimsed from page &

man Douglas ber updated River of
Grass. and Thelme Peters imscribed
her Lemon City and Biscayne Coun-
try. it now only echoed Ralph Renick

on film as he reinforced the fact that |

“Ours 15 a Tropic Land” followed by

Joseph Collen a: he opened the |

sequel with “They called Miarmi the
Baglic Uity ..

As the museum shop lkghts were
turned off, the gallery superdisor vis-
ualized Patty Munmoe Catloww (born at
the Barnacle i 1900) a5 she wisted
on Sundays, making history come
altve for the children and answerng
the excited questions of the young
pdultz who Bstened while she ex-
changed reminiscences with the
“ploneers” aboul the cardy days and
the "26 storm,

Duickiy now, past the Dade wall,
where the poriraits of the early resi-
denis looked down upon the
memories and memorabilia of the
gallery. The final check was fmished,
the visitor count recorded and the
lights were turned off. In the dimness
ol the night lght the historically dated
code was punched nto the security
computer. The red light Mashed on,
There remained 50 seconds io close
the deor. The tirne had come to enter
the era of the new historical museum,
The 1|E|'|1 in the pfll;ln weas off, but the
EaJ[Er'l' SUPEIVISOT could read the
words: "What is past is prologue.”

VALE ET ATQUE

During the era of population expan-
sion people moved from mali-family
dwellings in the city 1o single-Tamihy
homes in the suburbs, HASE with its
ceem Bind of explosion in increased
muselm visiors, membership, and
arfifeciz, needed more space but has
reversed the Mg 16 the subarbs and
= moving o its own home 0 the clty.

Az i oany move there is & bit
terswneet underone. Far & decade the
musewrn sbuifed the Museum of Sei-
ence. They have grown up together
They have borrouwsed each ather's
facilittes and equiprment and shared
friendships. But the iime has come
for each museum o meke oom o
f= cown kind of expansion

For HASF this will mean begin-
ning a new neighboarhood in
downtown Mismi The Center for the
Fine Arts is a brand-new concept for
Miami and it will be exciting watehing
the traveling exhibits that come o o
The Miami-Dade Public Library will
move later info the third bailding

it wrll b & short step across the
plaza for HASF (o confinue its eguiva-
lent af a2 nelghborly borrowing of
sugar and sharing & cup of tea.

ALICE B WILLEY

OUT OF THE TRUNK

The gentlemen sbove and the ladies below were all part of the crowd pictured on
the cover of Update who werne watching the straw-hatted gentlemen defy supers-
tition and break ground for the Miami Biltmore Hotel on a Friday the 13th. It was
March 1925. All these people were obviously VIPs. Can amyone identily ampone?
If %0, write Update, Historical Association of Southern Florida, 101 West Flagler,
Miami F1. 33130,

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES

Helen Frank is a columnist and book reviewer for the Macon Telegram. She was
12 years old when the 26 hurricane hit Miami and, as she writes, “We weni
throwgh guite an ordenl

Agneta Heldt, widow of Miami Daily News polsical writer Henning Heldr. s
weiling a history of the Unliardan Chureh b Miarmd

Patricia Mclntosh, at age ten, became a Miami “winter colonist™ with the rest of
the Middleton family of McKeesport, PA. They scon were residents. Pat. mother
of five, has valunteened for many community tasks, ane being a history of mental
health services in Miamil, ffom which Update's article is excerpted

Eleanor Ratelle, former newspaper colummnist Eleanor Hart, contributed the
DFPA article belore departing for Columbas, OH, 1o e with her brother

Lee Aberman, member of Update’s advisory board. continues her jousmey
theough ten vears of Update with the spring issues,




16

U P D AT E

FContmises from page 14

The June 1975 issue deall with the many ways in
which man and sea have interacted in South Florida since
the United States MNaval Station was established in Key
Wesl in 1822 during James Monmoe's administration. More
than fifty years passed before the five houses of refuge
were built along the lower east coast of Florida to shelter
shi ched saifors. Number 5, the Biscayne House of
Beluge, which lasted until the Great Hurricane of 1926,
was located on the beach near what is now Surfside. An
article by Rear Admiral Irwin J. Stephens relates the de-
velopment of the Port of Miami from lis sleepy beginnings
fo its currend colossal size; and an article by Dorothy Flelds
discusses the important role plaved by black stevedores.

The big news in 1976 was the Bicentennial. Update
celebrated with stories abowl early man in South Florida
(by Dan Laxson), the surprising Loyalist sentiment in East
Florida during the War of Independence (by Linda Wi-
liams), the development of the Florida court system (by
Hugh Wood), and the long history of many kinds of religi-
ous experience South Florida has known since the

lards brought the Cross ta Blscayne Bay in 1567 (by
Thelma Peters). Dr Charlton Tebeau contributed a
thoughtful article on ihe mﬂ.ilnbili-‘hF of material for the
enterprising historical researcher O outstanding interess
was an article on South Dade’s black pioneers by Jean C
Taylor These sturdy men and women endured through
hardships, educated their children, and lefl lasting con-
tributions to our community.

The April 1977 issue dealt charmingly with sorme of
the many service clubs that worked manfully (but mostly
wornanfully) io cope with the soctal problems thet arose
in the early vears, The Woman's Beliel Association, the
Sociedad Cuba, the Young Women's Christian Association,
and the Housckeepers' Club of Coconudt Grove are just a
few of the clubs that tried to meet the needs of a commu-
nity that was viriually on the frontier.

The Jume 1977 msue celebrated the Munme family
and its historic house, the Barnacle. Patty Munros Catlow
described for Jean Taylor the simple. hardworking life of
the Munroes, their boats, the childrens schooling, and
their friends. Other articles told about Commodore Mun-

Update Update

THE FINAL WORD

The space normally cccupied by The Final Word will be
given throughout the year 1o Lee Abermans perusal of
past Updates I commemoation of the publication’s Tenth
Annlversarny,

roe, Patty's father about the boat he buill, Micco, and
about the Biscayne Bay Yacht Club, which he helped to
found. His son, Wirth Munroe, served teo ferms as presi-
dent of HASF in 1945-45.

In Aprdl 1978, Update devoted most of its pages to
Miami Senior High School, As Layton Mank wrote in the
Presidential Mes .o Miami High School. . . is signific-
ant in the history of this community for the contribution of
those who have been a partofit. . . Miamd High has been a
slgnficant par of our eomminity fbe .. 75 years, chang-
ing and evolving along with our community itself.”

The June 1978 issue was all aboul the newspapers
that have been enlbvening our lives since the Miaml Met-
ropalls published Bs lrst edition on May 15, 1896, The
Miami Herald emerged as a strong paper in 1910 afler
almost & decade of wribulations. Bui who remembers The
Miam! Tribune or The [llustrated Dally Tab? Mancy
Hofman writes about the checkered career of The Miami
News Tower, whose story is not Mnished yet i 1983 ; and
Garth Reeves talks to Dorothy Flelds aboat the difTiculr
challenges he met in creating The Mlami Times in 1923,
riding ouwt the Depression and war years. and bringing # to
its current erminence and siakility. Finally, once and for all,
Jane Reno In a warm and aneécdotal anticle answers the
question, “Why wrie for newspapers®

Although the May 1980 issue was devoled mainly to
various articles on sun and wind energy, for me the out-
standing plece was the marvelous yarn by Charlie Brook-
field about the "Mystery at Carysiort.” Years ago it was
Brookfield who introdiced my husband and me to some
of the mysteries of the wondrous and delicate South
Florida ecology on an Audubon [eld tdp, with the same
deceptive stmpliciy Besides, who can reskst a ghost
story? Net fo be missed in this issue akso i3 the an-
nouncemaent that the groundbreaking for the Museum's
new house was about to take place

The May 1981 issue dealt serioushy with the complex
mbe of water, land, and people thet make up our Fagile
South Florida environment, Jeanne Bellamy describes the
difficulties encountered by the well-meaning people whao,
lacking precise and sophisticated information, have pro-
duced so much mismanagement in the name of waler
management. Reymond Lang contributes a fascinating
reconsiruction of the life of the vanished Tequesta Indians,
whose artifacts were under the site of the Holiday Inn an
Brickell and the James L. Knight Convention Center on the
norh bank of 1the Miami Fover adjacent 1o the old Fayal
Palm Hotel mentioned earlier. [n this way the palimpsest
of history Is written on again and one wonders what some
digger in the future might find on these siles

Looking at the spectacular painting of the flamingo
on the cover of the May 1982 issue, | thought, is it really a
yvear since HASF acquired the Audubon Double Elephant
Folia? In honor of this immense acquisition the issue is
devoted to aticles about John James Audubon in Florida
in 1832, Withits magnificent Audubon Folio and its beauti-
ful new house, not o mention all the other exhibits
painstakingly collected and preserved, HASF can look
back with gratitede and forward with anticipation. And
since the future seems o be speeding away from the past,
Update's role in South Floridas history will become more
valuable than ever




THEY ARE INDEED
WORTH TWO CENTS

1791 one cent pieces

Among its 2100 members the Historical Association of Southern Florida has S54inits
senior cilizens membership category, each of whom costs the association two cents.
These members are worth both pennies, however, because of the support they give.

(For each member of the association HASF pays $20.02 in membership benefits;
Tequesta 52.72. Update 56.35, operating costs $9.61 and special events $2.34.
Membership income above $20.02 goes into preservation of iconographic collections,
care of artifact collections and maintenance of the research archives.)

The time volunteered by the members and the services provided by them are
priceless. HASF could never repay its members.

With the opening of the new museum, however, HASF has an opportunity to
remunerate members in a small way for their services. The museum will have an
admission fee: $3 for adults, $2 for children under 12,

CTHE HISTORICAL | AMEMBERSHIP CARD IS

ASSOCIATION OF | APASS FOR FREE ADMISSION.

SOUTHERN FLORIDA | Thig makes a membership more valuable, particularly for
) families. Current members may find that HASF

memberships will make increasingly popular gifts to friends

and family.

Further information may be obtained from
| 4 JUME ROSENGARTEN

B H T T stk HASF Membership Coordinator
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