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Abowve pitture comas from & magazing eoflaction of Ficture balow is from a collaction given HASF in May

George Deedmeyer, given to HASF in 1974 by Mrs. 1583 by Charles Rothstein. Inthe collection were a
Degdmayer. i ilustraled a story in ha June 1893 issue number of articlas by Kirk Munros, author of boys

ol Century Magazine by Wilkam Hann, "Caught an the books, This picture is irom a serial novel Wakulla, which
Lee Shoma ran in Harpers Young People magazing in 1884-5,
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Dﬁu
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To all those who have telephoned or written their concern over the
delay in the opening of the museum, our grateful thanks for your
support from the board of trustees and staff of the

Historical Association of Southern Florida

101 West Flagler Street
Miami, FL 33130
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AROUND
THE
MUSEUM

Before exact-change-MTA, 1-95 or
Metrorall, anyone who wished public
transportation could for Mve cents ar-
tive &l a destination by trolley car
Anvone who finds this mode of
transportation (ascinating can get B
wonderful deja vu by reading Edward
Ridolphs boak Biscayne Trolley
Cars or by visiting the Historical
Museum 1o see car Mo, 231

Back in 1977 when Big Five de-
velopers approached HASF to inguire
if there was an interest in an old stree
car that was on their property a group
from the museum responded with
immediate enthusiasmn. The old car
was trucked o a spoi behind the
Soith Miamil Aweniie rruseurn build-
ing and covened with a tarpaulin. The
adventure of its restoration had

i,

Dr Eugene Prowenzo, who co-
authored 5t. Louls Car Company, €5-
tablished the fact that the car was a
Birney that ran in the area in 1925
Jean Pitts came fromn the Historic Pen-
sacola Presersation board to examine
it and recommended procedures for
restoring . It was fbund that the fask
called for an experiise that was ot
lscally availsble.

rorn &5 far away as Oregon bids
were received and it was linally de-
cided that Mr. Ed Blossom from Top-
ton PA had not only the expertise bud
the perscnality and interest to be the
right man for the job. His inventory of
parts needed sent Bob Burke, then
curaior af exhiblis at the museum, as
far &z Mexico 10 locate proper seats
and engines, After that the trolley de-
parted on #s trip 1o Topton.

As time went on the car became
an entity, resumed its name of No
231 and with much cormespondence.
telephoning and visits among hu-
mans developed a personalily. Stock
in the Historbcal Musewmn Trolley Car
Company was issued at £2.31 a share
and many people who were bullish
on HASF and trolley cars took advan-
tage of the tax-deductible mvestment
o help defray the estimated restora-
tion cost of $54,000.

As the cultural center took shape
end Metrorall crept closer, the ex-
ciement focused around a gaping
gangway in the side of the new
miuseum That was to weloome Mo
231 home. Early this year after
months of waiting, unavoidable
postponemenis and uncooperalive
weather, Mo, 231 arrived in Miamb. As
TV cameras, reporters and HASF
staff walched anxioushy, Mo, 231 with

all its tonnage was carefully lifted

three Moors by crane (o the aperiune

and guided Into the building. The

stockholders and HASF swalf take

Fua: pride and joy in knowing that at
Mo 231 ks home to stay,

Maving day to most people en-
compasses cartons, tissue and
newspaper and tape. But how does
one move a stuffed alligaor?

A new location was walting at
the museum downiown. The animal
waited tranguilly in the old museum
shop. The once fearsome fail defied
the custom-made crate. The dimen-
slons wene nod easy to plan for in the
regulmion meving van

The move was easily ac-
complished, however, in the back ofa
station wagon, I alse provided
matorists who waited beside the car
at o stoplight a number of oppor
tunities. It could have been a conver
sational gem at the office waler
cooler, [t could have suggested a
thoughtful alternative to a three-
martini lunch, or a refreshingly dif-
ferent answer o “How was your
day, dear?”

In B new home the olligator is
nal saying &8 word about the experi-
enie

—ALICE P WILLEY

LETTERS

I rowd with grond dnterest e Febramry
Bse of UPDATE. May I extend vy qon-
snitulchions fo wrifee S May Shipley
iand D Thetona B Peters for Nieir owtsfamnd-
'"R FEtAmes ||1F the hrsfory |:|||: OIEF Frese
froms £z openprg i 1962 lenj.rl._"lr thee “greal
e qf'lﬂ'}'} T weas: Aeeerd mrmm{fr.lr'rdll:'
fo read thor delarled chronicles af Hhose
il waars in ahich 50 mary preogrle
stichy i sgreand afval of time auid Gtfert f it
gepnnesd an imposslle goal: @ seoer amd e
Cetaifle mintseion o predcrte OfF Fespions Ris-
firy

A s olef editor, | eeidd point ot Prel our
HMS Winchester cann s dorated as
varty as 1940 pr T therragh e good affices
of Charfes Brookficd; menvher Wade Strles
s ety Hhose ulose piomieer dive recon-
erend a rimber of guns fronr fs wreck, As |
regall, Stifvs also slenad the inoe gwor for
dprarles it o plwced o Bve bmen af
HR0 Martly E.n:w-Fum' e

Amang e drarelest sorkers of all in il
H6&-7F err wene owr polionkoer Bireerimis,
Jaceieline Cravets od Mary Ross, whose
professional efforts Iransformed en ag-
aemiifliege of Bovda fust cund of slomnge indo a
mvovderne o funchiouriveg fbrdry of a digree of
wecdevrrieemicad stariling i suich a faclityas uy
ther fead,

Frmalhy Mrs. Elsmor Gibsom, fafer Mre
Litatfour Bask s withmi @ dowld the most
resmarkille of our shilwarks. Comerg do
M fisr P first Bime i 1899, she patched
i af thee o Fairkifireg while in her 7, and a
more dedicaded amd enthusieslic worker
ownaled e bl fo i, | aonaerstarsd she left
fris prarld Lt vear one of e hsr of e
Charier ||'|'q-|'uf\|:u-'::. Fer 3 sy reaernrend
imight be crevied in her Mo o1 Bl e
TR TS (I

i |n152‘ﬂw.r5 .z:;:-rr]'uur].'i fhitd ”m,;ﬂ'rl il
assiviation with the museor, Many Hrairks
fir thais splendid ristory of all our efforts,

harvid Thomasen Alpxander

Dhstbiire CN
David Alexander was director of the
musewm for a little over a decade. He
has been lving in Connecticut and
mciive with numismatic gro bt
says he is considering a move further
WESE

STAR SENIORS

June Rosengarien, membership
coordimatos, has shated & couple of
notes from longlime members of
HASF who have Exluded the notes
with their membership payment lor
refusal lo pay twice in ons instance ).

Sorry 1 an bafe sending mw check, T Bare
bgen 1 for a feo montles Dl feel much better
Rt

I oy Flee b e r.'llf my firenil, aehiose
rare s Thigpin, Wie murerel Bie ALuamer [ ]
Septemnivr T4, | tovis fersaif Elee B

I haopwe o see fve men ruspuen goene dpmee, |
ol fe lucksoireille, whene my daughler
livws, i Jamwary 1981 ¥ Faoe enjowed tiee
Update and Tequesta. They rewrind me of
I'||rrrn';.|':.l didlni.

Lela Thigpin Zeller
Jockseurenile, FL

O Dievember 2 [ semt a olveck for 515 [ for |
my aembersip dieeg, | oows gl St |
obeyed my frugel serse wden [ received iy
duax fll! .-I trn-Pedroom, ome=baih hosse o a
fof 85 v 85" has a fax of 1,286 X0 s year

P 95 yeaars old, Blind in ome ewe, [fume |
Urenpd v i s airest some 50 years!

F'mi o charder sieieber of the Hisfordo!
Soctety. D, [John | Gifford mb’-.ip.br sl
diard g0 [0 ]anr pery inferested i the sochely's
growwth wnd wscfulivess, burt cantmof be of ser
vicr b e exterl of paying dues fodoe! T
bt

Martha Giffrd
2641 Abagrr
Munrmid, FL 33133

LETTERS POLICY

Letters relevant to praviows isswes o3
well as appropriate historical 1opics
should be addressed to: Update Ediioe
Historical Azsociation of Southern
Florida, 101 Wesi Flagler Sereel, Miamd, FL
33150 Letters should be signed Letters
may b ediled bo meel space mstrictions.
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Dipening exhibit in the new museam featured the paintings of Victor Manuel Garcia, sorn in 1897, Once he developed his
distinctive technique he never added any new perspective.

It Is & quiet residential section of Little
Havana, only blocks oway from the
bustle on 5W Eighth Street. The lasq
pwenty years have transformed the
face of Miami, yet ile has disturbed
the semblance of this old neigh
bothood. But a1t 1300 SW Twelfth
Avenue, once the home of Fire
Station No. 15 a metamorphosis
s ol Lreed

Theme pow stands an unimipas
g but dignified white walled strx-
ture crowned by tiles of royal blue. A
bold emblem emblazons the &
trance. On the emblem a Spanish col
onlal window encases [our masabne
betiers which draw the onlooker 1o
peer in and explone what lies inside

The better C stares from the keft
hall af the window An “AL sils nexl
o the Cs kower arch and an M |s
perchied atop the “AC”" — "MCAC" or
"CMALC" whichewer way you choose
tir eeacd if stands for Museo Cubano de
Arpe v Cubtura o7 Cuban Museum of
Arl and Culture

The imteriors are cool and

serene. Light, temperaiure, and
humnidity are controBed 1o perfection
Instde the five exhibil rooms & stmple
elegance that sodthes the spinl does
nod betray the years of strugghe thal
preceded the mustum s mauguration
ayear ago in October

Ten years ago in 1973 dautbing
news had reached the exiled Cuban
community in Miami. The Com-
mumnisl govermment of Fidel Cauted
was auciioning historkcal melics and
worksof art which spoke ofthe past-
a past thal the 1959 revolutiontas
were trnying to meshape 10 sial thedr
Marzist ldeology

The Cuban commiinity hene de-
spaired over the news. For Mignon
Perez de Medmno despair gave way
{0 & sense of urgency which thrust her
info action. She mobilized a group of
friends and within a few hours a
rmzeting was being held i her house
If Castro was determined o destooy &
proud heritage these people were de-
termined 1o salvage it. More meetings
were held, and on Januany 8. 1974,

A Home for Cuban Roots

BY CRISTINA LAMADRIZ

on the birthday of Cuban pairiod joze
Marti, they anmounced before & press
conference 1he birth of the Cuban
Museum of Arl and Culiure. From s
birth Migmon Perez de Medrano has
been and sl s the gulkding spir of
this enlerprise
Dhuirtrig the eatly veard it became
known at the "muteurm witkhowt
walls ™ The Chy of Miami gave the
MUSeLET an:l.‘.-z Space at thae Litgle
Havena Community Center, and from
there supporters and membes of the
bBoard lauriched a serles af cultural
activiies held whensver space per
mitted
Iy 1976 the Cuban museum
gaimed much recognition when il
brought to Miami the valusble collec
tion of Cuban paintings from the
Cuben Museum i Daytona Beach
Two vears of untiring sctivity fol
loweed. Invitstions poured in for the
rruselrm to participate in events such
gy Hispandc Heritade Week Bat the
museum continued o generale
B ContEuues on page i
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many activities of s own — a com-
prehensive ook at the African cul-
tures of Cuba through conferences,
concerts and exhibits; an exhibid
of Cuban rare books; a traveling ex-
hibit of Cuban coins. These ane only
highlights.

in 1280 internal strife mearfy de-
stroved the accomplishments of
years past, but the board and Friends
of the Museum reorganized and
emerged stronger and more resolute
o give the museurm a perrmanent
home. By the fllowing year they had
a huiidirl% The City of Miami had do-
nated its Fire Station No. 15

Members of the board and
Friends of the Museurn must have
sighed with relief, but in reality their
labor had just begun. The budlding
had 1o be refurbished and brought o
ihe climatological stamdards required
by & musewrm, Professbonal help was
needed to assist with the task. and, of
course, money. The Friends or
ganized a fund-raiser that brought
553,000, Soon after, Firehouse No. 15
was being transformed into a
museum under the professional
guidance of Dv. Ricardo Viera, who for
six months served as the museumn’s
mterim director

[ vigsited De Viera one week be-
fore he returned 1o his post ol Lehigh
Untversity in Bethlebhern, PA, where
he teaches miuseclogy and also di-
rects the university’s museum. He
managed to interrupt a hectic
schedule to see me on a Saturday
afternoon in Januwary, [ asked him
whai were the priorities of the
mlseurn now tha concrete and plis-
ter had goven B walls.

"The importard thing at the mo-
ment is to survive. Firsl we need to
achieve economic stability. Il we can
arrive at that, we can work withoul
any problem.”

Mrs. Medrano, now president of
the board, said thal the museum op-
ergles on an annual budget of
150,000, 8 modest amount By to-
day’s standards, but not so easy 1o

ralse during an economic recesswn,

Dr. Viera added, "Raising the
consciousness is what's mosl impor
tant, so that our people are conscious
and prowud of what we have” He also
polnted owt that the museumn must
make o criteal decision m the near
future. [t had to decide who its next
director would be.

With Dr. Viera gone & small saemy
of volunteers working under various
commitiees made certain that both
the conscousness and the money
were raised. They also saw 1o it {hat
the right director wis selected,

Mrs. Medrano explained that the
group known as Friends of the
Museum and. mone recently, the De-
vielopment Commitiee have been
responsible for the museum’s
economic survival, The Friends seek
membership subscriptions and or
ganize fund-raisers such as the sue-
cessful ball held in Moy 1982 a1 the
Fonmainebleaw Hilon. And in July
1982 the Spanish Repertory Theater
Company performed al the Players
State Theater to raise funds for the
e, Jose Farpet, artistie director
of the theater, offered the facilitbes
hoping in returm to atiract mone His-
panics 1o Players Siate.

Dt Ofelia Fernandez de Tabares,
treasuner of the Cuban Museum, said
that the Development Commitice
was formed in an effor 10 create a
permanent financial base for the
miuseum. Headed by banker Raul
Masvidal, the committee concen-
trates on gelting corporate contribu-
tions and pledges for fujure suppor.

Sinece admission 1o the museum
ks free, sounces of revenue ather thar
contributions must be tepped. Plans
ane Lm:ﬁrmaglﬁ:w o gift shop which
according to Dr. Tabares could bring &
considerable amoun?

Ultirmately. the museum must
develop programs which generate
public mtesest and pariicipation. D
Guillermo de Zendegui, the director,
and D Rosita Abella, who chairs the
program commities, have been in-

“So that our children and youth discover their
roots; so that adults and the old can delight in
their memories; so that our people, filled with
pride, can share with friends and neighbors
the greatness of their culture —to this en-
deavor we have given ourselves. These are our
aspirations and for those we struggle.”

Ricardo Viera
Interim Director
Cuban Museuwm of Art & Culture

sirarmenial in attracting the public (o
the museum

Dr. de fendegui jolned the
museumn in January 1983, A retired
museciogist of inermational renoam,
he now offers his expertise 1o the
museum gratis. De de Zendegui was
director of the National Museum of
Culture in Cuba. When he {led the
i#land, be joined the Organization of
Armerican States (OAS) and eveniu-
ally became technical director of its
department of cullural affairs and
general inspecior of publications. Al
the OAS he developed a talent for es-
fablishing museums on & shoesiring

Dr. de Zendegui wants the
musewm o be a vital force in the
Miamd community, nol a mene -
pasitony of artifacts and relics. To that
end, he has developed a master plan
which foeuses on the dilferent as-
pects of Cuban history. The [irsi
phase dedicates an exhibit room to
the period of discovery, conquest and
colonization. Thisexhibit is scheduled
o be ready by 1984 Modem tech-
nology will serve fo econsiruct the
historical circumsfances surrourid-
ing refics and artifacis salvaged
from the past. Olther phases of the
plan will focus on the wars of imde-
pendence, the exodus, the arts, ar
chitecture, environment, and way of
life.

In retrospsect @ has been an excit-
ing and fruitful first year for the Cuban
Musewm of At and Culture. The inat-
guration brought seventy-nie paint-
ings by Wictor Maneel, whe in the
garly part of the century revolu-
tionized Cubsi ar yel captured the
essence of s culiune.

This first year comes to a close
with the works of a new generation
wihose Cuban roots have been firmly
planted on Amercan soil And in be-
funeen, more exhibits, conferences,
and concerts spoke of Jose Marii,
deall with the inflluence of the Cuban
scenery upon the artist, and showed
the evolving geographic image of the
tsland through the sclence (or arl) of
cariepgraphy. And hisiory was made
whien hundreds gathered 1o hear poet
and former polltical prisoner Ar-
mancdo Valladares on his firss visit 1o
Miami afler being released from the
Cuban gulag through pressure from
the government of France

It = impossible to tell whint bes
abwad for the Cuban Museum of Art
and Culture, impossible 10 measure
what impact this nstitution will have
on our communiy, Whether or not
it soars o the heights of workdwide
recognitlon is irrelevant. As Ricardo
Viera coneluded sy vislt with him, he
said “The foct that our commumnity
has such & museéum 15 a great
achigvement.”
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Museos Cubano de Arte y Cultura at 1300 SW. Twelth Avenue bears litthe resemblance to Fire Station Na, 15.
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As plain Etienne Dupuch, he spent a
lifetime battling racism n the
Bahamas. Mow, in his elghty.filth
yaear, e lghis [he same war from
sell-imposed exile as Sir Etienne
Dupuech, Enight Bachelor of Great
Britain, Enight of the Britlsh Assoeia
tion of the Milidary Order of Malta and
Hll:g.::".l Lommander of the Bncient
Order of 5. Gregony the Greal

The difference is that be is Tight
ing black macism instead of white

His sword is his pen It often
birzes

For instance. he writes of " influ.
ences that have tumed a formerdy
||-:|;:l|.‘:'h,' B lpvs-nbiding people mto o
Wiclous and crime-ridden socety dur-
ing the sixteen years ol Progressive
Labor Party (PLP) in the Bahamas

He fings down the gauntlel to
the PLP prime minister, S Lynden
L‘.ll-:f!'.uﬁ

In discussing goon squads or
ganized by his party and the guard
men engaged by ather polticians 1o
proderc] them {rom vicious aliacks 'I::':I'
PLP goons, Sir lynden tried 1o make a
fine distinction between the two
groups. He sald that whereas PLP
goons were all valunieer membsers of
thee paity, thie men cr'.ﬁugv:cj b other
politicians were all hired 1oughs

‘Pray tell me, Sir Lynden: What ia
the diference in the sight of the law

A conversational man, Sir Etienne Dupuch is shawn in action in his office in THE

between a PLP goon and other toughs
engaged to protec! the vietims of
FLP goons?

That is a passage fram the daily
column which S&r Elienne writes for
The Nassau Dally Tribune. The
newspaper was lounded on a shoe
siring Im 1903 by his [ether, Leon E. H
Dupuch, whose [irs1 Bahamian
rebhear arrived from France im 18403
The masihead shows that Sir Etkenne
was publisher editor Form 1919 10
1972, and continues Bs contribuling
ectitor It was m 1972 that he handed
over the reins 1o his oldest child, Mrs.
Eilgen Dupuch Carron

| met him for the frsi time in

ugust 1940 when | went to Nassau
to wriile aboat the arrival of the Duke
and Duchess of Windsor The Duble
served as governor of the Bahamas
duering World Was [l

| remember ihis Bahomian
rewaman well, His bronee comiplex-
ton stood out among the pale faces of
reporters from the Undted Siates, He
has written that “for severnl e s |
had a teenty-two-hour working day
with rest on sundays”™ | believe it
Hesides writling for his own paper, he
was correspondent for The New York
Times. Assodated Press, United Press
International, Reuters, the Canadian
,dmd a number of newspapers

in the U5, Canada, and England, in

NASSAL DAILY TRIBUNE. He continues writing for the paper from his home in

Coral Gables,



Present building of THE TRIBUNE, operated since 1972 by Dupuch's oldest child, Eileen
Dupich Carron. Modern machinery includes a Goss offset press and an up-to-date

compuater system.

cluding The Times of London

The “Old Guard™ or “Bay Strect
Boys" considered him a dangerous
radical That's because he had been
crusading for cavil fghts for everyone
long before Gandhi, before the cause
became fashionable. He was the
most Yocal champeon af the "eoloded
people’ of the Bahamas, as he still
calls them

In his first book, The Tribune
Story, Sir Etlenne defines the mgid
class systemn which prevailed in the
Bahamnas al ihe turn of the centuny
He says that colored people wene at
ithe battom, the white people (largely
descendants of |_.q1'l'u|is.lh wha left the
U5, during the American War for In-
dependence) in the middle, and the
Hritish oflicials, white also, &t the 1op
He adds that the governmeni group
accepted some of the other whites,
but they were colonials, one cul
b lowwr Englishmen

“The colored people wen: Split
grovips, determined entirely by de-
gree of color. sarting with the binck at
the Ballam, through to oflFblack, dark
broswn, brawen, light brown, “high yal-
ler’ and nearwhite.”

There was o u|.'|'.'.'E|r-J .|'I'|.:!|b||.|.11ll'.
he says. His goal was “the finest
mixed society in the world,” and he
thought Bahamians had abiained #
between 1956 and 1967 after racial
barriers were wiped out. That hap
pened because of a resolution which
he sponsored as a member of the
Hounise of Assermbly in 1556,

Their bodies had been freed n

1833 by a vate of the Howse of Com-

rovons in London, | was instrumental

in freeing their minds and their spicits

throwgh a wote inthe Legislatuse of the
Bahamas 124 years [ater,”

After the PLP tocok over i 1967

B Cositrnies of page ©

o |

.-,;i

in 1916 Private Etienne Dupuch poses in his Bahamas War Contingent uniform
with his stepmother Loulsa [7), sealed, and his sister Naomi.

First press of THE TRIBUNE. Paper was
founded in 1903 by Dupuch's father,
Lean E. H. Dupuch.



he wrobte, “"Government in the
Bahamas has moved from a white
exiremae o a black ¢xtreme, both of
which are equally unheahhy and wn-
desirakble.

His long lile has spansed ol b
changes which would have seemed
unbelievable a century ago: the dis
maniling of the British Empire, largest
im histony: the rise of the Communist
empire; the shift from oll-burning
sireet Bghts and publie wells to elec-
trified cities with atrconditioning, jet
planes. and spaceships overhead
: Gir Elenne . braadened his
viewpoint by travel, He and his wife
hawve circled the ghobe six limes since
1955 and criss-crossed # oblten. They
are begal residents of the Cayman s
lands. They hawe an apartment in
Coral Gables averlooking a golf
course. They usually spend a fortnight
each spring at thelr willa in southern
Poriugal

Lady Dupuch was a twenfy-
two-year-old school teacher in
}'-q:nnwl.".'..';l.nii'. gt the tirme of her mar
riage. The pair celebrated thelr fillieth
wedding anniversary in June 1978
with a special private Mass at the Holy
Famlly Catholie Church in Nassau
The same year marked the seventy-
filth anmiversary of The Massau Daily

At 5 testimonial dinner aboirt ten years ago in the British

Colonial Hotel
schoal teacher be married in 1928,

¢ “"Q

Sir Etienne poses with his wife, a Pennsyhvania

U PDATE

Teibune. Tributes came (rom long-
tirne friends arcund the world, nclwd-
tng Admiral of the Fleed the Earl
Mountbatten of Burma and the Righ
Hamorable Lord Beaverbrook

Sir Etienne and Lady Dupuch
have six children and Iourteen grant
children

Why aid they leave the
Bahamas? 5ir Ellenne is forthright
was salisfied that the FLP govemn
mern! would eventually desiroy the
country They are cerainby doing a
good job of B | wanted to protect my
family and my estate. 1 hawve been
able 1o secure myysell linanclaly out-
side the Bahamas. .. | am gratelful for
tie Eoresight to have kel in timne ™

Hiz zecond book, A Salute to
Friend and Foe, was published las|
yvear He is working on fwo morne
books — an extension of The Tribune
atory, and a book aboul ghosts and
abeah (West Indian wiicherall)l, Plus,
of course, his dally column for The
Tribuine.

From his books and calamns a
reader may discemn that he holds sew
cral strong belels

Drsty. He lired both barrels when
King Edward VIl abdicated to weed
“the woman | love.” Under the head-
ing “Duty or Lowe 7 as editor he wrote

that “history must deal with him se-
verehy” and “hid she been worth the
sactilice, she would not have allowed
her lowver to make it

Christlanity. “The Megro was far
funiate o have endured slavery In a
Christian sochety, thereby making i
posaible, without any effort on his
past, 1o be one of the lastest
developing slave peophes in recorded
i':|5|_r,=-r'h|' A century from slav v 10
first-class citizenship is a truly re
markable achievement

British rule. “Wrih all its faulis
British administration is still the besl
thing in the human social order” “The
one greal gift that Britain has given to
the waild = a recognition of the fac
that human Feedam can survive and
thirive only under the rule of e

Frugality m gevernment. " Belore
1hig pr{'-mll:ll':-::m::r',' period that
siarted aber the first World War, a
man could hawve a fine home, raise a
farnily and malntain a car and a
motarboat on an income of 500
pourds ($32,500) a vear Then money
hed real value and # was possible to
plan with a sense of secury.” He de
mounces "ihe reckless bor rowing and
spending policies aof the present gov
ernment in Massau who have saddled
the Bahamas with & colossal deb

Unifarm of the world's oldest chivalric order, Knights of Malta,
which dates from the Crusades, is a dazzling part of Sir
Etienne's wardrabe.
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Dodge, Seve. Abaco, The History of
an Out Island and Its Cays.
MNorth Miami, Florida: Tropic [ske
Publications, Inc., 1983, Preface.
bibliographic essay, Hst of maps
and llustratbons, ndex. 172 pp
£12.50

In his preface to Abaco, The History

af An Out Island and lis Cays, Steve

Dodge succinctly describes his book

and its bwo major themes. The book ks

“the first general comprehensive his-

tory of Abace” And the storys two

themes are the aneas extremne isola-
tion and the compressed moderniza-

tion of the area after World War 11
I his fiest chapter the author de-

seribes the origin of the Bahama is-

lands, their natural setting. their ecol-
oy, and their geographic isolation

This is imporant to explain why

these islands hisve been all bt over-

looked by most men undil very re-
centh

The second chapler recounts
Abacos early history from its discov-
ery by Europeans uniil the end of the
American Revolution, Very Hitle hap-
pened during this period. The native
Incians were ether wiped out by dis-
ense ar carried off intd slavery. Forthe
rest of the period onky ~pirates, tran-
sient wreckers and wisiting fsher-
men’ inhabited Abaco. This state-
ment by Dodge contradicts earlier
histories of the Bahamas, but his ar-
guments. are supported by in-depth
research, which should supersede
the earlier warks,

His third chapter lays the founda-
tion for the rest of the work. The chap-
ter describes the arrival of the
Lewalists from Florlda and New York
These arrivals had to adapt 10 a new
way of life. They succeeded and estab.

BOOK REVIEW

A Leap from Isolation
To Instant Modernization

BY DANIEL 0. MARKUS

lished a sockety which would have to
mairinin iis Dexibidity over the nexd
200 years

|_ S B

Tl o fF a0 g
AN T I

Unspoiled Abaco has steered its own
course through history,

That Mexibility was necessary to
adapt to changes in the economy
owver the years, Af varous limes boat
buikdimg. spongingd. rum running. fish-
ing, wrecking, lumbering, and adricul.
fure dominated the island's economy
Each wenture was mpodant 8l one
time but soon declned inimporance
because of factors beyond the control
of the Abaconians

This rise and fall of economic
fortunes is covered in the next three
chapters. One covers the penod from
185D 1o 1900 and another the Twen-
tieth Century. The third of the se ¢hap-

ters 1= devoted entirely 1o boat budld-
ing. The amount of space devoled 1o
this subject is out of proportion o the
rest of the book. Granted H was an
imporant local industry, but onby one
ather chapler the ane on conlempar
ary Abaco, is longer.

Dodge brings Abaco into the
present with chapters on “Indepen-
dence and Separatism”™ and “Con-
temporary Abaco” The story of the
Bahamas' mowve toward indepen-
dence from England and Abacos
simultaneous efforts bo ceparate from
the Bahamas and maintain 0% ties to
England is wel written. All of the
events, negotiations. moves and
counter-moves during this episode
are simply laid out and explained by
the author “Contemporary Abaco”
shows how Abacos history led o s
present situation and leaves the
reader satisfied that this undque amrea
will continue to survive as it has inthe
past

This book is well written and re-
searched. The end notes after each
chapter and the bibliography attest to
the research required 1o complete this
wotk. Dodge claims that he wrote the
boak "o fHl some volds i our knowl-
edge of the Bahamas™ He has done
an extraordinany job

Ancther receni work dealing
with Abaco and the Bahamas up to
1850 is Sandra Riley's Homeward
Bound. Unavailable for review in time
for this issue of Update, i should be a
weleome answer o Dodge’s wish for
“others o produce new historical
works, so that we may all learn more
about the history of one of ihe beaui-
ful and unspoiled places of the workd,”
ihe Behamas.

- DANIEL O, MARKLS
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It wing Bry eefoe Hng {n-r '] uch.:hra-
tion on April Fools” Day, 1883, In one
visible cornerof alarge hall the facade
of an 1800s-era, Key West warehouse
siood, with the guard 1ower of &
seventeenth century Spanish o op:
posite; The rest of the hall was
shrouwded in darkness. Twao large can-
nons near the bulldings were the
center of attentban lor the few people
present: Randy MNimnicht, executive
director of HASF, B Layton Manlk,
former president of HASFs Board of
Trustess and a partner & the law firm
of Blackwell, Walker, Gray. Powers,
Flick & Hoehl: John C, Seipp. Jr.alsoa
partner for the same firm; James Ap-
tharp, president of HASFs 1982.1983
Board of Trusiees. other guestis, and
o reporier

The room was il It and every-
thing in it was covered with a grey
coating of dust. An abr of excliemend
and anticipation hovered because the
guest of honor was not yet there and
her arrival would mark the end of an
epic strugdle in which many of those

Complaint in Replevin,
Case #78-11098

BY DANIEL MARCUS

6,0/5 pounds Berenger inscribed
the cannons name, LOmteur. on
fis barrel and his own name and the
date of production on the breech. He
also decorated the cannon with syl
{zed dolphins and the seal of King
Lostls XV,

Mo record of these cannons
wses or travels has been fund wniil
their current history beging, over two
hundred years later

In 1970 the Marine Exploration
Company, Inc. (IMEC) contracted with
the Haitian Government 1o search for

“THE GREAT GOLDEN GUN"
HAME - UNKNOWN
LENGTH OVERALL - 11'6"
BORE - 7-1/2°

FRENCH, BRONZE

MARKINGS:
Severely damaged by fire, until very fow

markings are visible. From chase to breach

field is either pitted in deep swirls or

reduced to smoothness, covering over 3./4

of the cannon. The Dolphin handles are
extant, but are 1,2 mefted away
1. Behind the muzzie, in between
reinforcement bands, is a running
motif [pictured) of which only five
inches remain (4" high).

2., The end of the “name-ribbon” is visible

on the chase, along with some

indistinguishable lines which may have

formed the crest (incised).

3, There are remnants on the breach field
in very high relief of what appear to be

sun orbs, which have incised rays

protruding from them; there are gther

ornameits surmounding, bid they ane
ind

| istinguishable.
already in attendance had played & 5. The touch-hole is in the center of a hol-

part. The story of that struggle ne-

lowed out area cic. 2 ; which s of a clear

wolves around the two cannons —who coppery finish unlike ather

orwned them and who had ihe right io 6. The butt-end and “.:-_. hn;::

possess them. - seulpted into a head of a mythological
The cennons’ early histories are being, with the cascabel knob

skeichy. Some fime between 1740 protruding from his mouth. .. possibly

and 1760 a bronze cannon eleven feet representing the Morth Wind and Air

six inches long. with a bore of seven Grape leaves are visible, and acanthus

and a hall imches in diameter, was leaves farm the manelike haie Eyes,

produced i France. It was known as ears, nose and high cheekbones are

a sixteen pounder because it flned accented. This area is, for the most

that size cannon ball The cannon part, untouched by the fire.

weighed 4,135 pounds and was 7. On the right trunnion: 383/ . The last

elaborately decorated with the crest digit being illegible.

af King Louis XIV, the face of Bacchus, 8. The beft trunnion: N 9.

and stylized delphins, 8, Due to the intense heat, the barrel of
J. Berenger manufactured the this gun bends noticeably,

second cannon in 1763, It was a
tweeniy-four pounder, eleven feet five
inches long, with & bore seven and &
half inches in diameter. It weighed

10. A leaf pattern decorates the reinforce-

ment band in fromt of the trunnion.
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sunken treasure i Haitian waters.,
For that privilege MEC agreed that
tweniy-five percent of whatever they
found belonged 1o Halti. Apparently
others were given shares in the can-
nens by MEC from fime fo fime for
their work on this project. Within twa
months of searching MEC had discov-
ered twenty wrecks and began sal-
vage operations. By Apel 1971 they
had recovered bwenty-ane cannons,
some stheer coins, and & multitede of
other cultusal artifacts

The two cannons in question
were found together along with
another smaller cannon inscribed
with the date 1785 This date led to
speculation that all three of the can-
nons had been on a ship tha sailed to
Haiti as a result of Haitls war e tnde-
pendence frarmn France. 1801-1804,

(Subsequent research has yel to ver
ify this. )

MEC had the cannons’ composi-
tion analyzed by Wintergerter
Laboratories, Inc.. im Morth Miami
L'Orateur, tested for gold and
platinum, contained O502% gold
but mo platum. The other cannon,
dubbed the “Great Golden Gun” for
fs color comained 0.12% pladinum
bt no gold,

Sometime between 1740 and
1971 the Grent Golden Gun was se-
verely damaged. i is bent and much
of its decoration has been destroyed.
Opinions have varied on the cause of
the damage. but it was probably the
result of some combination l:."lllr the
cannon’s ship buming and simking
on top of it and the effects of almost
two hundred years of exposure in

L'DRATEUR

MAME - L'ORATEUR

LENGTH OVERALL - 11'5"

BORE - 7-1/2°

FREMCH, BRONIE

MARKINGS:

1. Name “L'ORATEUR" in relief on chase.

2. There may have been an incised crest on
the chase bahind the name,

3. Two stylized Dolphin “handles”

4, The poundage no. “24" incised in the
reimforcement band in back of the

Dolphins.

5. A large, incised crest on the breach
fleld; twa intertwined “L's™ of ribbon,
covered with acanthos tendrils and a
crown al the top, alse decorated with
acanthus,

6. The base ring 1% Inscribed with:

A DOUAI PAR ) BERENGER "63.
(Which we wish to have comfirmed].
?,Th;ru:lnhniiu is inscribsed:

5630
8. The left trunnion: V*19 or V19,

the poaan.

On October 17, 1972, MEC
leaned EOrateur and the Great Gold-
en Gun, referred to collectively as the
"Haitian cannons.” to HASF for “an
indefinite period ol time."

The legal battle for contral of the
cannons began on December 20,
1977, At that time Victor Gruman,
MECs altorney. wrote Randy Mim-
nicht that MEC wished 1o pick up the
cannons and display them in January
1978 a1 their corporaie headquarters
and then lend them to the Tarnpa Bay
Art Center for a month, R E:‘)'tun
Mank, acting a3 HASF3 attorney,
wrole back that since the Haitian gov-
ernment had an interes! in the can-
nons. MEC would have io establish
clear tithe to them before HASF cauld
release therm.

MEC pressed its claim on March
3, 1978, sending HASF a copy of the
original loan agreement, which stated
that HASF “must refurn thesse ar
tifacts and canmons to Marine Explo-
rations premises within a reasonable
length of time” at MECs request.
HASF still refused fo return them, cit-
ing a phrase in the documen which
stated that the arfifacts had been
lnaned “on behall of Marine Explora-
tion Co. Inc., and the Haitian Gov-
errrmnent,”

On Aprdl 25, 1978, MEC and its
president, Michael E. Zapetis, soid the
cannons to Leonard E Wisniewshi,
Wisniewski then began to demand
possession of the cannons and fled &
"complaint of replevin” suit against
HASF on June &, 1978

On May 23, 18978, Paul K. Nixan,
a former secretary-ireasurer of MEC,
wrote Layton Mank that Haltian Ven-
tures, Inc., a defumci Florida carporna-
tion, had had & parinership agree-
ment with MEC In 1971, By that
agreement Haltlan Ventures recetved
sixty percent of the recoveries from
the zalvage expedidion around Haiti
and MEC only forty percent Those
perceniages did not include the
twenty-five percent controlled by
Haiti. The plot was thickening,

On July 11, 1978, HASF recelved
an “order to show cause” from the
Uth Judicial Circuit Court in Miami,
The order requined HASF to explain
why it had not turned over the can-
nons o Mr Wisniewski. HASF re
sponded, citing the Haitian govermn-
ments inerest in the cannons and
offering fo file a sult of “interpleader™
in a federal court 1o determing the
true ownership of the cannons with
HASF acting as the stakeholder. It was
clear that there were many claimants,
and HASF did not want to be sued for
releasing the cannons to the “wmong®
claimant. HASF only wanted o pro-

* Conlinues on page 12
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tect the cannons and never claimed to
awrn them. In October of 1978 a letter
freermy Lastion Mank cied the possible
destruction of the cannons as another
reason for HASFS uniwillingness to se-
lease them.

On November 29, 1979, the
court decided that Wisniewski was
enthled to possession of the cannons,
bust it did not ride on the ownership of
them. HASF immediately filed an ap-
peal. Meanwhile, Wisniewski picked
up the cannons and placed them in a
warehouse near the Miami River.

In April of 1980 the Haitian
emmment finally agreed to et F
represent it and “assert the claim of
Haiti in the cannons.” On February 10,
1981, Judge Ellen Morphonius Gable
rided that since the ownership of the
canmons was being disputed, HASF
should act “as custodians for the vari-
ous owners” With the help of John
Seipp, & courl order, a locksmith, a
county sherifl, and a heavy hauling
company, HASF retdeved the can-
nans fFem the warehouse on April L
1981

To honor John Seipp and his eF
forts in HASFs behalf F created
thw: Royal Order ol the Cannon, select-
ing Seipp as its first member in rec-
ognitton of his work above and
beyond the call of duty in the legal war
owver the canmons,

In January 1982 Wisniewski's ap-
peal of Judge Gables decision was
granted. The appeals court ruled that
Haiti held a claim to only twenty-five
percent of the cannons’ sale price.

The courts decislon also stated that
HASF was justified in procesding
cautioushy. A month later HASFs ap-
peal for a rehearing was densed.

When local papers reporied that
HASF was losing the cannmons, some
of the stockholders from Haitinn Ven-
tures, Inc., and some divers involwed
in the salvage operation began donal.
ing thelr imerests in the cannons 1o
Dade County. They did that in order o
keep the cannons in the Miami area
The County filed a motion for & lem-
porary restraining order and prelimi-
rary injunction” against the cannons
to keep Wisniewski from moving
therm. HASF and Haiti filed responses
to intervene as interesied parties in
that action. The County also Nled an
"admiralty action” in federal court to
determine who owned the cannons,
Teresa Musselio, a county attormey,
represented the County in both cases.

To further compiicale matters.
on February 18, 1982, the 115, District
Court for the Southern Disirict of
Florida attached the cannons as parl
of a debt owed since 1977 by MEC 1o
the Pan American Bank, WA Later in
1882 the T. H.E. Investmaent Co, (THE)
acquired the banks interest in the
CAnnons,

With the loss of its case to Wis-
nbewrski, HASF suggested that he do-
nate his mterest in the cannons to the
Association for tax purposes. Faced
with the County’s suil and the bad
publictty for him assoclated wilth the
cpse, he agreed to HASFs proposal
and donated “any and all right, in

Beach Called Bathsheba 4 puroo
— A Painting Come to Life \Q - 0 ..

terest, and tile which | hawe™ in the
cannons bo HASF on May 28, 1982,

The law firm of Blackwell,
Walker, Gray, Powers, Flick & Hoehl, in
a great show of support, had rep-
reserted HASF in the cannon cases
from 1977 to 1983 as part of its pro
bono work. The lawyers from that
firm miost closely associated with the
case were B ton Mank, John C
Seipp, I, Todd A. Cowart, Rodd R
Bugell, Francis A. Ananta, and Diane H.
Tut.

On February 14, 1983, judge
Eugene P Spellman ruled on the
County’s “admiralty action.” His final
judgement declared “thar the can-
nons ane unique” and therefore they
cannel be sold o divide up the wari-
ous imterests in them elaimed by
HASE, the County, Haitl, and THE. The
effect of thiz rubing. in the words of
John Seipp. "is that the cannons will
remaln with the Historical Associa-
tion of Southern Florida in' per-
ptuity o

Back in the il Bt dusty hall, des-
tined to house HASFS exhibits in
Dade County's new cultural center, a
bell rang. It herakied the arrival of the
elevator carrying the pary's guest of
honot county aliormey Teresa Mus-
sefto, accompanied by Connie Jones,
assistant county manager and
coconspirator in the surprise celebm-
tion. Somewhat taken aback, Ms.
Musselto quickly regained her com-
posure and was nducted into The
Foval Order of ihe Cannon, thus shar-
ing the honor with John Seipp.

“BASH-ib-uh, she go down ™

The [ilting query came from the driver of the car in
which [ was nding. He was questioning a man on horse-
baclk. Our car had stopped at the juncture ol two unpaved
topds leading downhill ioward a beach named Bathsheba,
pronounced BASH-ib-ubh, The horse rider nodded and
pointed. We wenl down.

We had crossed the tiny island of Barbados that
morning, We started from the west coast, which is favored
by tourists because its sandy beach slopes genily into the
snooth sea. The road ascended to a sort of low plateau
covered with fields of sugar-cane. At several corners, chil-
dren in pressed shorisor starched pinafores waited forthe
school bus.

On the ridge forming the highest peind of the island,
vy kinsman who had arranged this sightsesing trip
showed me an old church, The churchyard contains
the grave of Ferdinando Paleclogus, a descendant of the
last emnperor of Greece. Then we began the descent to the
as coast,

The beach called Bathsheba seems wild and rugged
In the water stand black monoliths whose seaward sides

have been gnawed away by waves. The sight gave me a
feeling of dejd vu, for that very scene was the subject of a
painting by my Barbadian grandfather, Thomaes V. Bel-
lamy. The picture was part of my childhood. 1t came to the
United States with members of the Bellamy family, led by
my father, who was born in 1874 and who started the
migration out of Barbados, | recall gazing at those painted
rocks and pondering the power of Bathsheba's waves with
nothing to obstruct them between the beach and the
bulge of Africa nearty 3,000 miles away.

The relative who took me on the tour of Barbados
had written from England, urging me to attend a celebra-
tion of the sixtieth wedding anniversary of my last surviv-
ing uncle in Barbados and his second wile. Gueen
Elizabeth cabled a greeting 1o the couple. | agreed the
occasion justified the journey.

Barbados is said to be among the more densely
populated spots on earth. Yet outside Bridgetown, the
capital. there is plenty of open space. Among “Bajan™ de-
lights are tasty Mying (ish and the feardess sparrows that My
right onte your breakfast table to beg for 8 lump of sugar.

—JEANNE BELLAMY
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“Juno [on Lake Worth), Dade County, Florida, February 1, 1894, Vol. VII™ is the dateline on THE TROPICAL SUN. Above it is a
guotation: “Search for the truth is the noblest occupation of man; s publication a dufy”

The First Dade County Newspaper

Dade County’s firsl newspaper the
Tropical Sun began in March 1981, 2
growth year, for the m:rnl'géwns also
in the process of geting i first public
courthouse and first public road
Dade County then sprawled rom the
Keys fo Jupiter and wesi 1o Lake
Dkeechobes, & vast area for a popula-
tion of only one thousand, but much
of it was wet and uninhabitable
Pioneer setilers had clustered a1 the
fwo main bodies of water. Biscayne
Bay and Lake Worth. The clusters
werne like two incompatible bedlel-
lows in a king-size bed with sixty
miiles of no-mans land between them
and few bonds of kinship.

An election in 1889 =¢1 one se1-
tlernent against the other: in that year
the Lake outvoled the Bay to gain the
county seal. The Bay folks were left
stunned, sullen, and set on reversing

BY THELMA PETERS

ihe vole, which was achieved in 1805
and the county seat selurned to
Meami. The two aress coninued 1o
have political and ideologienl differ-
ences, not without trace loday, bul
largely resclved when the Lakers
broke away from Dade and created
Palm Beach County, in 1203

When Guy |, Metcall moved from
Melbourne, where he had been edit-
ing the Indian Bheer Mews, to Juno,
Ihe town on the upper end of Lake
Worth that had been designated the
new county seal, he began to edit the
Troplcal Sun and was more in-
terested in selling papers than in fan-
ning a feud. He not only gave the Bay
folks space in the paper bat he be-
came an active promoter for a road to
link the two areas. When the road
opened in 1892 i was a mere fwo
tracks through the palmetios, the

tenuous beginning of WS, 1 now con.
necting Key West to Maine. But i had
g hack line, again promoted by Met-
calf, who became: agent bor the ser
vice and its chief publicist. In his
paper he colled the hack line “an
epoch of transportation” though i
was only a springless wagon drawn
by twro mules and required two days
1o go the sixty miles from Lantana ol
the south end of Lake Worth to Lemon
City at the north end of Biscayne Bay
He traveled on one of the hack’s first
trips and described his adweniure
with enthusiasm and hyperbole, say-
ing he had passed through ™ the mos
romantically wild and beautiful scen-
ery Im the world”

The Traplcal Sun was an eight-
page weekly, subscription two dallars
a year It carried all public notices.

» Colinues on pade 14
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including minutes of the county
commission. general news, farm and
shipping news, as many ads as he
could sell, and household advice such
as how to get rid of rosches. “Mix
cornmeal” he wrote, “with white lead
and syrup and spread around on the
floor ... next morfning plek up the
corpses. And he had this advice for
new mothers: "1f you want your baby
weighed take him to the butcher
shop”

Where Metcall scored heaviest
wis with local columns that he gave
such fanciful names as Biscayne Bi-
lns, Cocoanut Grove Gleanings, Palm
Beach Breezes, Juplter Jottings, and
Hypoluxo Happenings. He bund a
willing scribe in each lifthe community
ta keep the mformation pouring in,
some of it trivial by today's standards.
Bui those old columng sobd papers
and today they are the delight of his-
torians.

The Sun provides a rich and
lprgely unmined source about people
and events &t Biscayne Bay between
1891 and 1896, "Biscayne Bilins,™ of
“Biscayne Bubbles” {a whim of ths
moment with Metcall?) gave a full ac-
count of the Washingion Birthday re-
gaita and ball of the Biscayne Bay
Yacht Club (March 17, 1892), a pros
file of the Brickell family tApril 21,
18920 and described an archeoingical
dig at "the eastern margin of the
Everglades™ from which some of the
prehistonic anifacis fund were sent
tor the Columbla Exposilion anuany
£1, 1892},

When Metcall saw that Juro was
dying on the vine he ollowed the shifi
in population and moved to Wes
Palm Beach. After the Miaml Me-
tropolis was established in May 1896
the Sun not only lost subscribers bis
lost the exclusive "public-nolices”
confract. | became less regional bul
it survived

Many but not all of the editions of
the Sun between 1891 and the onset
of the Metropolis are now on mi-
crofitm. When microfilming became
common the Wisconsin Sate Histor:
cal Society which had long held a
fifteen-month run of the Sun pul the
rum on microlidm and offered it for
sale. It was purchased by our histori-
cal association i 1953, at a time the
mmkseum was anly a deeam, and so i
joined other treasures in a
warehouse. The University of Florida
has rounded up other editions, mo
abways solld runs, and these too are
on microfilm and owned by our
MUSELTL.

If wou would ke a fascinating
Jwrmlgr;mq the past our lbrartan
Becky Smith will set up the machine
for your comiorable viewing. You
may {nd reading this early news-
paper 83 pddiciive a5 Pac.-Man.

OUT OF THE TRUNK

In the bottombess trunk of HASF pic-
tures is this one of a downtown street
in Miamt. The picture is taken from
the north side of Flagler Sireet, look-
ingf west. An FEC Raibway watchtower
in the distance mdicates where the
train tracks were and on the far side of
the tracks. to the north and not visi-
ble, is the site of HASFS new
downlown museum.

The ehunley Black object strew-
ing the street are wooden blocks with
which the street was paved, In raimy
weather they popped up The picture
was falen about 1915

The more things change, the
more they stay the same, Beith Boat,
Metro/Communications director, re-

ferring to Vivian Smith's comment
about the inlaid tile sidwalks that had
bordered the downtown culture
center block belafe constraction was
begun |February 1983 Update| said
that the design was not an old one but
was one of the many efforis to re-
juvenate downtowe i the late 1970s
All the sidewalks but the one around
the center then under construction,
were replaced with their present
bricks. however The reason? The
tiles kept popping up.

Mome information on the wood
sireet or the tile sidewalks is wel-
come. Send it 1o Update, Historical
Assaciation of Southern Florida, 101
West Flagier. Miami, FL 33130

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES

Jeanne Bellamy, who maet Etienne Dupuch in 15940 when the Duke and Duchess
of Windsor arrived to take up residence. watched the citizenry practice their
welcoming robes, wrote and cabled a report in advance, called to update apparel
of the principals white worldwide reporters were collecting thelr notes and had
scooped everybody by the time the rest jammed the cables. Jeanne gives readers

two Slories in this issue.

Cristina Lamadris i= public infarmatlon officer for Morth American Bank. She has
worked with public television’s WLEN and the Chamber of Commerce and is
active in the Miami chapter of Women in Cornrmiunication

Daniel 0. Markus, wio has grown a beard and lengthened his name, is the same
Dan Markus, curator of artifacts, and book reviewer for Update. Besides a review
of a history of Abaco, Dan leads us through the legal infricacies of the cannons and
makes it downright dramatic,

Dr. Thalma Peters, who wrote about “Miami’s First Plane” in the August 1974
issue of Updaile, iells about Dade County's first newspaper in this Augdust 1983
t=5ue. In between she had done 21 stories for Update besides being co-edior of
Teaguesta, producng bwo books, and researching more.
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The August 1974 issue opened with a small announce-
ment of the appointment of Bandy E Nimnicht as
museumn director. In the ight of the dramatic changes that
have occurred under Randy's direction. it’s hard to believe
it all happened in less than a decade.

The same issue featured a group of stories aboul
ploneer aviation days in South Florida, with a cover
photograph of the biplane and crew that on July 20, 1911,
furnished Miamis fifteenth birthday party with the almost
unbearable exciternent of “an actual fight of an actual
peroplane” The event took place at Miami Golf Links, out
in the country and up the river where the Civic Center is
now located. The plane was built by the famous Wright
brothers of Dayton, Ohie. Thus, in the infancy of aviation
(the plane's winds, for instance, were covered with cloth)
the scarcely older city [aunched its career as an innovator
and leader in air transpoTtataon,

In another article Karl E. Voelter reported that it was
also the year 1911 when Glen Curtiss opened a flying
school in the area, and that inWorld War [ Hialeah aleeady
had an airport which was commandeered by the armvy,
The round-trip, transatlantic crossings of the legendary
Dick Merrill in his ship Lady Peace were the subject of a
suspenseful article for those who preferred to read about
daring exploits from the comfort of their armchairs.
Founding out a fine guartel of aricles, Gordon Dunn
wrote about the brave men who fly into the vortices of
hurricanes o keep the rest of us safe at home.

Ini reading South Florida history one is constantly
reminded of the critical imponance of the 1926 hurricane
in Dade Countys evolution. It may aptly be cafled a
watershed. Thelma Peters’s experrience wilh the burncane
that year occuwrmed offshore at Bimind where she was
honeymooning with her husband Thomas. Spunky
Thelma, a novice in the kitchen, cooked for twelve and
coped with an elderly woman who had a heart attack at
the hetghi of the storm, Marriage miust have seemed easy
after that.

Thelmas article in the August 1975 issue is one of
soveral devoled 1o South Florida hurricanes. Less well:
known perhaps than the "26 hurricane but more devastal-
ing in its toll of lives was the disastrous 1928 Lake
Okeechobee hurricane, recounted by Patsy West. When
the levees on the scutheastern shore of the lake broke,
flood waters sweplt through Pabokee, Belle Glade, and
South Bay, killing an estimated 2,500 people, many af
thermn Bahamian itinerant workers,

Stormy

Weather

—or the Good
Old Summertime

BY LEE ABERMAN

Another hurricane with tragic consequences, the Sep-
iember 1935 storm that destroyed the railtoad 1o Key West
and clalmed hundreds of bwes, is tnealed from a lighter
angle by Jerry Pardue, who wrote about the peregrinations
of the passengers that were on the last train to Key West,
stranded there when the teacks were washed out. Bedrag-
gled and hungry, the refugees {inally made #t back to
Miami three days later, via Tampa and Senford, by boat
and special train,

The drama inherert in these savage storms has of
course attracted the attention of novelists, Stuart Mclver
provides an interesting survey, beginning with a boys’
book written in 1850 and going over novels by writers
as diverse az Zora Neale Hurston, Hemningway, John I
MecDoneld, and Marjorie Kinnan Rawbngs, fo mention
Just a few

The August 1976 jssue deall with the attemnpts of
early Dade County seftlers (o establish industries. The
milling of Dade County pine. the processing of wild zamia
rools nie “coandle™ starch, the quarrying of imestone and
gravel, and the manufaciure of ocher paint Inom the yellow
rmarl fund along the river banks wene &t one Lirme promis-
ing industries, as was the extraction of tannin for process-
ing leather. Most of these hopeful ventures failed in the
course of time. Dependent on a plentiful supply of native
and in many cases uncultivated raw materials, they fell
victim 1o the population expansion engulfing wildemness
areas that had provided their raw materials.

These accounts though briel are mevertheless [as-
cinating and worth further study, 8s is Dorothy Feldss
story on the incorporation of Miami on July 28, 1B96.
Among the 370 registered woders dathered at the meeling
of iIncorparation that day, fully 162 were black, surely one
of the least known facts of Dade County history. Only five
months earBer twelve black men had formed the work
gang accompanying the Sewell brothers when they
landed at the dock to begin the making of the city.

Summmes was the subject in the August issues of 1977 and
1978. The rainy season brought mosquitos, and life for the
early setilers was a constant baitle o foll these persistent
pests, 83 Jean C Taylor relates in blood-curdling detail in
the 1977 issue. In the early years of the century smudge
fires and netting were almosi the only defenses against
swarms of insects so dense they darkened the sun Even
warse then the mosquitos for the setilers’ ndispemnsa-

¥ Cominues on page 16
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ble horses and mules were the horse flles and deer [lles
that could leave the poor animals’ bodies covered with
bloody sores

Although life wasnt all mosquitos, rain, and heat In
the summer those who could lefi town. Those who lacked
the money to leave consoled themsehses with ferry boat
rides to Miami Beach, sailing and fishing, swimming in the
pool at the Royal Palm Hotel, and cooling off with 10c ice
cream sodas. Bui, as Thelma Peters told ws, most Miam-
ians managed to lake & train 10 somewhere during the
SUMImer Wesi, Palatka, and Fissimmee were places
fo visit kin. Daytona Beach and Silver Springs were popu-
lar, as were the medicinal springs where people took the
“"cure,” White Springs and Green Cove Springs and as far
north as Indian Springs, Georgia. Travel by riverboat or
coastal steam was also popular.

When Daorothy Flelds interviewed Dr. 5.H, Johnson,
the first Black medical doctor in South Florida, he talked
about a parallel life in the black commundty during the
summers, Fishing, hunfing. and baseball were favorite
activities of black youngsters. Picnics were community
affairs organized by the black churches. In the early days
finding a place 10 swim was not a problem, but by the
boom days the beach front was severely restricted. In the
1940s a group of biack men under the leadership of
Attormey LE Thomas made a determined atternpt to gel
the use ofthe beach at Baker's Haulowver. As a resull of their
stand the beach a1 Virginia Key was opened to blacks. Mot
until 1977 was integrated fulby.

The 1977 issue also imcluded an article on the revival
of the cigar industry in Miami, an cutgrowth of the arrival
of Cuban exiles beginning in the early 1960s, Although
cigar making has along history in such places as Key West,
Yoor City, and Tampa, if is relatively new to Miamd. At the
Maribel Cigar Factory on Flagler Street men and women
warking in pairs made handrolled cigars, using the same
tools and lechniques their forebears did a century ago.
Because the cigarmakers are growing old and retiring. and
because apprentices are not being trained, the handmade
cigar will become increasingly rare. Non-smokers may be
pleased, but the imporiance of the cralt tradition In South
Florida culture should be recognized. The article by Gene
Provenzo and Concepcion Garcia was written before the
arrival of the "Mariel” refugees. One wonders il that great
influx has provided the ndusiry with a new source of
trained cigarmakers. Perhaps we could have an Update.

%

From top left: Vol. 2, No. 6, August '75, Hurricane!; Vol. 3, No. 6,
August '76, Early Industry; Vol. 4, No. 6, August '77, Summertime;
¥ol. 5, No. 6, August, was combined with Dctober "78; Val. & had
no August issue in "T9; Vol. 7, No. 3, August "80, Summer; Vol. 8,
Mo. 3, August "81, Hurricane; Vol. 9, Mo. 3, August "82, FIU,

Our absessive nterest in hurricanes in South Florda sur.
faced again in the August 1981 issue. The cover photo of
red hurricane Mags fiying owver windswept palm irees,
rain-slicked streets, and quaint old cars set the tone, The
lead story is a beautifully written account of the 1926

hurricane & a letter to his mother by the 23-year-old
George Hubert Cooper, who had come to Goulds to make
his fortune shortly before the storm hil, “At sbout Four
ockack, a wind-drive pine limb was sent through the sool
The splintered butt lay quiet a few feet from our heads,” he
wrote. Although the crops he had planted were o tofal loss
he ended his letter: “I'm not worrying at all. .. Life is very
rmuch worth living, buf last night opened my eyes (o the
fact that death approaching holds no great terrors ifone is
calm. .. . | think [ will rmalee money yet.

The firsd hurricane recorded in print in Eey West
occurred in 1835, Michael Kesselman wrote in an article
on hurricanes of the 1941-1950 decade, iflustrated by re-
marksble photographs, One of these shows the wreckage
#t Homestead AFB from 19455 third hurricane, which
pounded a 70-ton Honduras schooner (o pieces near
Miami Beach. The year 1947 saw three storms along the
southeast coastline, the worst of which reached sustained
winds of 155 mph at Hillsborough Light. Miami was
spared the brumt of the terrible hurricane that devastated
the coast from Pormpano 1o Fort Prerce in 1949, "a real
pumpemickel” according to meteorologist Grady MNorton.
But n 1950 we werne hil by the worst storm since 1926,
with sustained winds of 122 mph and gusts to 150, [t was
the first year hurricanes were named alphabetically, and
this 11th storm of the year was called "King” Hurricanes
tend to come in cycles and weve had a long reprieve, 5o
batten the hatches and stock up on canned beans

Chur state and national treasure the Everglades, of which
we are the sometimes puzzled siewands, is the subject of
the August 1982 issue_ “The Florida Everglades is a natural
phenomenon 5o complex in all of #s relationships that a
century of increasingly inlensive and extensive effort has
failed to comprehend it in terms of controlling and using it
effeciively,” Dr Charlion Tebeau is quoted as writing. In-
terest in our unigque area is international in scope. Pam
Lowell wrote an article for this issue describing a seven-
day trip through the Everglades by thirty Smithsonians,
organized by the Smithsondan Instiiution and led by Wit
Ostrenks, The issue also featured a quiz about pwentieth
cenjury environmentalists associated with the Everglades,
on which your correspondent scored an inglorious three
out of thirteen.

Mot all of the controversial projects for using the
Everglades have produced ambiguous resulis or failure,
Cme that seems 1o grow more successiul all the time is the
establishiment of Florida International University. An
abandoned airport surrounded by Everglades in 1969, it
now has over 21,000 graduates imore since the article
was written}, and recently became a four-year college. It is
the realization of a dream of Sen. Ernest B Graham. who
first introduced a bill to establish a state university in Dade
County in 1943. In an article entitled “"FIU in '72" Comes
True,” Phyllis Spinelli leads the reader through the long,
tortuous, and often frustrating chain of events that pre-
ceded the accomplishment of the goal. M. W Anderson,
whiom we suspect of being our old frlend Marie, rounds
oul the issue with an inleresting arficle about Senator
Graham and his distingulshed family, which includes Bob,
Floridas current governor, Bill, who developed and still
guides Miami Lakes Community, and his wife Pat, who
continues o take an active part in HASE

THE FINAL WORD

The space narmally occupied by The Final Word will be
given throughout the year to Lee Aberman’s perusal of
past Updates in commemoration of the publications Tenth
Anniversary.
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