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AROUND
THE
MUSEUM

Fecognition Week is a nice idea that
caught on and scarcely a week goes
by that something or someone isn't
recognized in sorme way, In 1880 the
Dade Heritage Trust participated in
ArchRecture Week by displaying re-
cent works of local architects and in-
viting them and a number of non-
architect residents to a receplion.
Amid the comments and sipping A
chitect Andres Dueany spid in a clear
viloe:

"What about the historic draw-
ings?”

What, indeed, thought Dolly Mcin-
tyre, a longtime supporter of presend-
ing Dade's heritage, particularly
through s bulldings. If the building
was dermolished at least the drawings
could be collected and saved.

A collection of archilectural data
should e brought together. Working
with representatives from Dade
County Historie Su Dade Heri-
age Trust, the Metropaolitan Museum
and Ar Center, the Miami-Dade Pub-
He Library, the University of Miami and
interesied friends, she established an
organization that decided the collec-
tion should be called the Woodrow
Wilkins Archives of Architecture and
the Tebeau Library of HASF was the
logical hame for it

Woodrow Wilkins was a gentle
man and a gentleman, one with a
profound and professtonal knowl-
edge of archifecture and Hs myriad
facets, Anyone fortunate enough to
attend kectures he gave for HASF was
immediately caught up with Woody's
enthusiasm. To speak with (Flends,
students and colleagues isto sense an
excitement that he created among
them to pursue the field in a far more
reaching manner than the conwven-
ticnal or technical

Most supportive of HASE he
served on the board and contributed
time in reseanch and the gathering of
information and made suggestions
as to how more information could be
acquired.

Born in Pensacola, he was

raduated from the University of
ida with degrees in Engineering
and Architecture, and received a Mas-
ters ree from Columbia Univer
sity, He had faught at the Universities
of Louisiana and Louisville by the
time he came to the Unbheersity of
Miamls School of Architecture and
Engineering in 1967,

He was dedicated to his subjects.
His summers were spent in cities
around the world drawing and writing

historical reports about imiporant
buildings for the Library of Congress,
An assignment for the National Park
Service took him to 5t, Thomas in the
Virgin Islands; he worked with great
interest in the Histeric American
Buildings survey

When Woody retired from the
University of Miami faculty in 1981,
the student chapter of American Insti-
tute of Architects created a new
award 1o be presented to an outstand-
ing teacher in the deparimenit.
““?n-ud " the name by which Wilkins
was affectionately know to &ll, was
chosen as the award'’s title.

After his retirement from UM,
Woody went home to Pensacola, He
came back to Miami in May 1982 for
the dedication of the Woodrow Wil-
kins Architectural Archhves. On Au-
gust 20, 1582 he died in Pensacola at
age 67. The Woodrow Wilkins Ar
chives became a fitting mernorial,

At the onset, archives of architec
tural records may sound to the Lay
person as technical, conservative and
perhaps uninteresting. Upon examil-
nation they become an exciting reve-
lation of why Miami has its present
look, historically and architecturally

Begun with Woody's private cal-
lection, the archives also contain a
large collection of Aschitect Walter
DeGarmos work and smaller hold-
ings of other Miami architects. The
drawings, pholographs, models, ar
chitectural fragments and microfilm
of pertinent papers and anifacis are
documented and preserved for re-
search and study

The Wilkins archives need to
Er:w. The mention of "Woody™ to

cky Smith, HASF Curator of Re-
search Materials, sparks a flow of

information. In order to grow the col-
lection needs nourishment. One
tmportant nuirent is money. Mamy
documents and antifacts could be
purchased to round oul areas in
which more information would prove
valuable. Contributlons are fax de-
ductible. Another nuirlent is informa-
tlon concerning material that could be
considered for the Wilkins archives, A
third is the time of volunteers ta
catalog and mantain the archives,
working under Becky's guldance.
With the nurturing of many the collee-
ton will becorme valuable.

BOX BROWSING

In the Tebeau Library there is a great
collection of old songs, Sing-alongs
seem to be a group effort among all
organizations. One song sheet from
the "3s collected for the Federation
of Woments Clubs and com by
Helen Campbell borrows liberally
from well-known tunes with fitting
words, “When the Moon Shines Over
Coral Gables™ is possibly for
monotones or hummers as there is
no wune mentoned but the words are
enthusiastie;

When the moon shines in
Coral Gables

Federation members meet;
Ok, they come from every slale imthe
2ast

To this grand feast

In fine array,

When the moon shines in
Coral Gables

All cusr iroubles pass Bway;
Here we can frendships renew
‘Mid fun and fellowship, too,
At Coral Gables today.

¥ Confitmees on page 15

LETTERS

The phate dlusirating Me Wolperts arli-
ele om page 11 im the November 1983 issue of
Update is more wiicual Biaw §F appears af
first glarice, becaiete if depicts a rather uniqie
experiment an Flagler Street,

In the photo, Flagler Street is one way
eastbound, and all traffic s flowdng Bl way
Al except the frofley, that &5, Like @ salmon
traveling upstream, the outbound West
Flagler Car (@ sister, imcidentally lo Hie
mruscums Mo, 231) (5 ireg 4 et
agaimsl ol the mrbnmﬁmr e, e

The seson: late in 1924 the city completed
the double frack om Flagler Streef, which
rcerrl sivecivars tm operated bl ways
over fhat streel. For soste obscure regsom,
though, the city failed to make Flagler @
fwo-uay streel. 5o, for some time streetoar
micdormen had fo comlend with a sirear of
onconring fraffic uheile shrrtled motorists fre-

quently ornd themsctoes with o brolley coor-
irag @f thewt from @ fotally wmexpected direc-

Hari.
Appareity Flngler Streef wes qvemtuafly
mnlf?:wmy. bict ff toveand bl 1929 Hhat

ontbownd frolleys were rosted off downforn
Flngler Street and senf ot 5.0 ks Steeed fo
ot Aveviue, wfere they hurred north o
Flagler, B pmaking ove-way operation on
Hn:gfrrp'rm-ﬁnd .I_g'a'h.

Ed Ridolph

42 West Mlumosa Lane

Laake Worth FL 33463

I lzoe staried on amollver shory, This one
awill be aboid the 1925 boori. Al first, | wes
thinking of writing a book on the subject
ertilied Boom. Mo asr thinking of wrid-
ing somefling much shorter, with iflusioa-
Fiatres

ﬁm:gr Wolpert
Crfzens” Servder Param
Miami Besch FL 33179




Home built by John Gifford, who moved to Miami in 1903. Photo taken in 1938,

,_._.___..-'_ TRy "

Walter DeGarmo: Fantasies in Concrete

" Less is mmone,” Adolf Looss eredo for
the Modernist movement, disparages
architectural ormmament. [t was not &
dictum that Walter DeGarmo applied
o his wark. One of Miamis earliest
architects and widely eonsldered ane
of it% bezl, DeGarmo reveled in orna
mient, A bst of the decorative and
functional details fmom just one afl kis
buildings reads [ike a glut of architec
tural jargon; it belies the dignity, com-
plex symmetry, and delicate eledance
oftheir assembly at DeGarmo’s hand
Internationalism’ was not i Mr
DeGarme’s architectural vocab
either. His buildings were desig
stricily for South Florida, Walter's son
Kenneth and daughter-in-law
Elizabeth live quite comiortabdy with
aut alr conditioring in a house de-
signed o mule the sub-ttopdcal el
with high cetlings. tile [loors, lang

A
plentiful windows, overhanging
eaves, and ceiling fans

Last vear Kenneth Delarmo do
nated his fathers renderings to the
Woadrow Wilkins Archives ot ithe His
torice]l Association of Southkern
Flerida. In addition to being & fime
architect, Walter Delarmo was a
masler draltsman. Mot onky ame the
drawings beautiful individual
artworks, they also document many

BY MARGOT AMMIDOWN

early Miami bidldings - commercial,
governrmental, and residential — that
no langer exist. The DeGarmo collee
tion of ower one thousand drawings
forms the centerpiece of the Wilkins
Archives thus far

Walier DeGarmo was born in
MNormal IL Seplember 7 1876, The
'f..l:rl'.il,' izalF L ] d-:::..'-.'n'._ commng to
ihis country early in s history Wal
ter’s father Charles was a Civil 'War
veleran whao aher the war moved
west and attended the Teachers Col-
lege in llBnals, There he met and mar
ried lda Whitbech. Later Charles D
Garmo moved his family to Germany
whieme he continued his studies
Heidelberg, Young Waller nded
primary school there and learned
German belore speaking English

Charles DeGarmo pursued an
BCadermiic caneer, evweniually becom
w president of the newh-lourded
swarthmore College. Walter grew up
Im a quies and studiows environment
of Quaker influences. They stayed
with hirm throughout his lfe

While his fatheer was 81 Swarth
maore, Walter enmolled as a student in
1853, He also attended the University
of Pennsylvania. Aller receiving a BA
in Civil Engineering. Walter entered
Comnell University whene he earned

another BA in Architecture, Upon his
graduation he jolned the prestigious
firm of John Russell Pope in MNew
York, Under Pope's guldance De-
Garmo copditnied. his fraining m EFse
Beaux Arts tradition. He retaimed a
lifelong respect lor the forms and
teneis of that school of design which
I= apparent in his local work

Diurdng their tenure at Swarth-
mare the DeGarmos encountered

Johs Giffard, the man responsible for

bringing them to South Florida, GifF
ford, who had sttended Swarthmore
as a student, was subsequently of
fered a position by President [e-
Garmo teaching botany. When Walter
was ailending Cornell, Dr. Gifford was
teaching there: Walter's father also left
Swarthmore to accepd a chadr at Cor
nell, a universiy which Criffard always
maintained “was more like a family
than a public institution
Cifford Mirst came to Miami in
1856 on his way to the Bahamas to
B Coptipet on pape 4

Margot Ammidown hoas closed her
research boeoks in Miamid and gone to
Rhode Island with her husband
Photographer Micheel Carlbach
while he does advanced wiuditng




investigate the possibility of establish-
ing & marine laboratory there. He re-
turned (0 ve permanently in 1903,
Dr. Gifford settled in Coconut Grove
and set abot -;:ampalmgm inberest
some of his friends Comnell in
joining him. The idea apparently ap-
pealed to Charles DeGarmo, who was
ready 1o retire, and to Walter as well.

It is a bit surprising that a young
up-and-coming architect would keave
& successful position with a respected
Mew York firm to move to the remiote
frontier town Miami was in 1903, but
a5 his son Kenneth put i, “he just
thought i midht geowe” The DeGarmo
contingent built a couple of cottages
in Coconut Grove near Gifford's place
and Walter opened an office at 1210
Avenue C in downtown Miami The
1804 city directory lsts two other ar-
chitects, E'W. Backus, and E'W. Hahn,
but DeGarmo is reported to be the
first Miami architect registered with
the FAIA. By 1907 he is the only ar-
chitect isted in Miami.

Coconut Grove musi have been
E:ﬂle something in those days. Do
flord succeeded inm persuading a
considerable group from Cormell to
come down. Commodore Ralph
Munroe had estabiished the Biscayne
Bay Yacht Club which attracted afot of
MNew England sailing enthusiasts.
There was the charming and sociable
Peacock Inn, and a colorfil array of
interesting people ran%i:ng from
Seminole Indians and Bahamian
immigrants to families listed n the
pages of the northern Eudalmgjsters

In addition to the 51imula:in?

pany. there was the beautilul b u-ebw
plus the exotic tropical hamibet that
wias Coconut Growve.

What existed in the way of ar-
chitecture, askde from the new county
courthouse, ranged from the two-
and three-story plain wood frame
commercial buildings of Mlami, with
an occasional brick struciure that
leoked unusually substantial, to the
outlying rustic pioneer homes. Early
suburban neighborhwods were be-
gnning to i with nondescript
waood homes wﬂuﬁstandardln-p siding
or the Bahamian style houses of the
black communities.

Both Hahn and Backus spe-
cialized in the late Victorian style
homes like those proliferating in cities
throughout the nation. If Miami had
any architecture to call ts own at this
potnt, f# was some of the more origi-
nal residences in DeGarmos new
neighborhood. Commaodore Mun-
roes “Barnacle”™ was particularly no-
table and so was Dt Gifford’s home,
“End of the Trail.” Both displayed con-
sideration of the local climate and
used local materials, Although De-
Garmo had his own style, these

considered Miami's first registered architect, buitt Miami City Hall (rght]

DeGarma,
in 1911, muufh:hﬂuuﬂ*ﬂ.

places, in theory, may well have been

an influence on him. His early homes
are uniquely tropical. DeGanmo was
one of the first local professional ar-

chitects to design homes especially
suited for this area.

DeGarmo had plenty of work
from the start of his career in Miami.
He designed a large nurnber of early
government buildings including the
old Miami Ciy Hall, the city police

‘station, fire stations and schools. He
also deslﬁ:d many commercial

buildings. McAliister Hotel, which
stands now drosshy aliered, was his
design. B was one of Miami's first
highrises and was the lallest building
in the city for years. Most of the older
structures still standing in the
Coconut Grove business district are
DeGarmo designs also. However,
Walter DeGarmo became best known




in 1927,

from ME Coral Way.

for hizs houses. Residential archifec
ture was really his specialty:

When Kenneth Debarmo was
ashed if his father had any particular
philosophy that he applied to his
work, the answer came quickly,
"goutheasierly exposure™ That ap-
pacently went without saying in the
days before air conditloning. Large
overhanging eaves that provided botl
shade and protection from the heavy

: £
Colonnade Building was a collaboration of DeGarmo, Phineas Paist and Denman Fink

Coral Gables Administration n;un-;,m by DeGarme, was photographed in 1925

rains were ancther standard featire
of a DeGarmo home. Early on, Walter
DeGarmoe started working in the
Mediterranean style for which he be-
came partlcularly noted. Some
people credit him with orgineing s
local varation, hean Rodriguez, direc
tor of Dade County’s Historc Preser
vation CHfice, believes Kiehnel and E
liots "Bl Jardin,” bailt in 1917, was the
First full-Medged Medierranean Revi-

5

val work in Dede County but he at-
tribules many Bnovations and local
adaptations of the siyle to DeGarma,
DeCarma’s first-known all-out
Mediterranean work was a particu.
larty beautiful home done for Benja-
min Tobin in Buena Vista in 1918, The
plans show a large square floor plan
with a central eourtyard, tile roofs, In-
trlcate sgraffito panels, and the
momimental proportbons of s Euro-
pean predecessors. Yel the house
was uniquely suited 1o #s surmound-
ings which were also designed by
DeGarmo and included elaborateby
landscaped grounds, lily ponds,
ffower beds, and palm-lined paths, as
wiell as areas whete the natbee vegeta-
tion was set off to its best advantage.
Walter DeGarmo must have been
pleased because i was a style he con-
timued working in for many years.

From the time of his arrival Walier
DeGarmo was a leading architect In
the area. Thal designation icok on
new meaning during ithe real estate
boorn of the 1920s. DeGarmo played
an Indegral rale in the orignal de-
velopment of Coral Gables. With ar
chitects Phineas Paist and Denman
Fink, he collaborated on the Douglas
Entrance and the Colonnade Build-
ing. On his own he designed the Coral
Gables Bank and Post Office, the city
administration building, and mamy of
the privately-owned commercial
bulldings. He continued to deslgn es-
tates for pecple on Miami beach, in
Coconut Grove, and n most of the
later important boom developments

“They had big plans” Henneth
DeGarmo recalls, "] came across
sketches for a big hotel in Key Largo
and for development communities as
far north as Palm Beach. There was
plenty of land 5o it was ‘oh, boy, lels
do it b those deys. Developrment was
. In his dany it was a good thing. They
didn't have to warry about the
Everdlades giving out of water. 1 don
knor what he would think aboat @

The 19205 in Miami was an
exhilarating time. DeGarmo’s reputa-
tion and commissions grew by leaps
and bounds. He employed over
twenty draftsmen at one time during
the height of the boom, but Later told
his son Il he had i to do ower agaln
hed have a single office and do the
wiork by hirmself

Phineas Paist, with whom De.
Garmo collsborated in the Coral Ga-
bles development. was also guite a
character. but one DeCarmo held in
high esteem. It was DeGarmo who
convinced Paist 1o stay in Miamil after
his work supenvising the construction
of Vizcaya was compleled. Kenneth
remembers Phineas Paist as "artistic
to his Mingertips. He even looked the

* Copdimses on page G
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part with a bald head, a goatee,
monocle, white Bren swit, and siraw
hat. He looked like a French member
of the Beaux Arts come to life, and he
was a magnificent architect. My
father really admired himn.”

Along with work, financial suc-
cess came to Walter DeGarmo in the
1520, He was able to bufld a dream
hause for himself, wile Mary, and
three children: a large Mediterranean
home which remains on Douglas
Road in Coconut Grove. The family
liwed in this house for most of the year
and during the summer moved to a
two-story red brick beach house of
French influence that he built on
Miami Beach at Eighth and Ocean,

During the depression DeGarmo
lost the family dream house for taxes,
but he was eventually able to build
another house nearby as business
slowly picked up in the late 19305,
Walter DeGarmo never sacrificed his
repuiation to “get rich quick™ by build-
ing cheaply like many of his contem-
poraries so a% the economy mproved
people who wanted & nice home
came looking for him.

Bul DeGarmos heyday ended
with the 19205 He was not a fan of
Modemn architecture, He thought the
materials were frequently shoddy,
and that the buildings themselwes
were almost abways unattractive, de-
signed for factory rather than human
considerations, His son was & young
man in the 305, studying 1o be an
artist, Involved with all the new
fechniques,

"T'we warked with some contem-
porary architects, doing renderings
and all,” he said. "They gel excited
about a big sheet of glass and some
brick, the proportions and so forth. |
kniow what carries them but [ also
know that if you get in the mood and
go down and make a pen and ink
drawing of Vircaya or the FourWay
Ledge or one of my fathers places -
you're in completely different gear™

Walter DeGarme was responsible
for a significant portion of that ™ differ-
ent gear” that exists in Miaml His
buildings reflect his taste and classi-
cal education which was accented
with a dash of fantasy and glitter from
the Jazz Age. Even in their contem-
porary seitings they are appropriate,
they fit, they Hustrate. they tell our
story. The Erckson family mow lives
in the fbemer DeGarmo house on
Douglas Road, They have llved there
since 1963, They doni mind no air
conditboning in the main rooms.

“They're just oo large, oo open,
doors Moor-lo-celling everywhere,”
sald Douglas Erickson, "but we love i,
My wife looked at houses for a long
tirme and when she saw this place she
Jjust said she was looking no further”
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Theme approach was used in development of Coral Gables.

This house being bullt on Santa Maria is part of an American Colonial village.

They Don't Build Them Like That Now

Place: Miamil, Florida

Date: Tuesday, September 29, 1925
The headline of the real estate section
of the moming Miamt Dﬂ';.,ﬂ;“
and Metropolis reads " Mew ing
Record Forecast, Miaml Permits May
Set Mark of 37,000,000, Coral Ga-
bles sales are predicted to exceed
£1.000,000 by Jantusry, 1926 accord-
ing 1o an artiche on the same page.
Peal estate sales and consiruction
starts were al their highest levels,
Prosperity was writlen on the pages
ofthe local newspaper and evident on
the streets of every community in
South Florida.

This was a period when architects
designed and builders built buildings
the “good, sturdy, old-fashioned
wiay,” Or was 7 On this same page of
the real estate section state hotel
commissioner Jerry W. Carter
wiarned, [ profit-seeking indhviduals,
however, are allowed to put up
dangerous bulldings they leave to
Florida a heritage and an eye-some
that will be a fwture burden. . "

Mot many of the bulldings that
Carter warned against have been the
burden he predicted. They wene mal
allowed to remaln to test his theony
Many of the buildings that survived

BY CHARLES EDWIN CHASE

the 1926 hirricane have fallen wictim
o successive waves of new de-
velopment. Those thalt remain are
buildings which are often envied for
environmental and aesthetic design,
altention to detail, and strength of
cofstraction.

Flace: Coral Gables, Florida
Date: November 12, 1926
The Miami Rhviera reported: “The
chiefl advantage of the hurricane of
September, i there are any advan-
tages im hurricanes, was that i dem-
onstraled bevond a doubd that the
budlding code, as enforced in Coral
Gables from the very beginning, was
& wizse thing." A boastful remark by
the press but true, The 1925 Progress
Edition stated that nod a single build-
ing in Coral Gables had been de-
st by the Stomm.

ineas Palst, Supervising Ar
chitect for Coral Gables, was reported
to have been ruthless with his bluee
pencl in the review of plans and
specifications for construction that
did not conform to a code that re-
quired buildings costing over $10,000
ke designed by a registered architect.
FProvisions of the code required con-
crete lie beams i residences and

relmforced concrete frame fbr exterhor
walls of apartment and office baild-
ings. Minimum standards were estab-
lizhed for bullding components to
withstend the effects of wind pres-
sure, [t was reported 1o have been the
aifhetest buflding code in the country.
Sauth Florda stlll can boast of a
stringent code In the South Florida
Building Code which has been
adopted by Dade County. In general,
construction practices have nol
changed drastically The same mate-
rials and methods are being used
today and any new bullding of mod-
grate size can be compared with the
construction photographs of the
18205, Steel frame supersiruciure,
concrete floors, cement block walls
and stucco finishes were the order of
the day Based upon the cost and
avallability of labor and materials
South Florida's constriaction methods
remaln nearly the same,
F Cortinuses oo page 10

Charles Edwin Chase, former Coral
Gables city architect, is now stafl ar-
chitect for the Hizstorle Savannah
Foundaticn.




Miami-Bittmore Hotel nears completion
in 1926, Architects Schultz and Weaver |
designed it and the Miami Daily News S5
bullding [see cover] with towers based
on the Giralda tower of Seville's
Cathedral in Spain.
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From left: Houses No. 3, 2 and 1 in the Tangiers Village designed in August 1926
by Architect Clinton MacKenzie for block 253 in Coral Gables.
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Morth elevation of five houses designed by Palm Beach Architect Marion Sims Wyeth
bor a Dulch South African Village in Coral Gables.
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* Corinused from page 7

Construction techniquees may nod
have changed much owver tlne bes
architectural raming has taken a de-
cidedly different approach. Architects
and destgners such as Phineas Paist,
Denman Fink, Walter DeGarmo, and
Martin L. Hampion were influenced
by the teachings of the Ecole des
Beaux Arts. Although Padst was the
anly one known o be trained at this
famous French school, the work of
each ilustrates the schools doctrine
of using ancient buildings as inspira-
tion for design, Often this resulted in
ihe direct imitation of & building found
elsewhene,

The Miaml Daily News bullding
and the Miami-Bilimone Hotel are tao
examples where Schuliz and Weaver,
architects, used the same antecedent,
the Giralda fower of the cathedral in
Seville, Spain, a3 a model. For those
irained in the era where “form follows
functbon” i 1s difficult 1o imagine twa
niearhy iMentieal towhers howusing com
pletely different functions: the first a
newspaper and the second a luury
resort hotel

Ceorge Merrick felt 2 “mid-
Mediermanean™ type of architecture
woudld harmonize with, as he stated,
“...ithe warm colorings, natural
feliage, and native buillding materials
af Sauthern Flarida,” The result was a
style barrowing features from France,
Spain and laly that is evident not only
in Coral Gables but in the Miami
shores and Golden lsle devwelop-
ments. His architecis and designers

o ———

Schell Lewis sketch of elevations for a French Country Village designed by

uted the structural and decorative
elermenta which sppealed to them 1o
creafe a unigue sivle for Coral Gables
based upon the featunes af Medier
ranean architecture.

This theme approach to archites:
ture broadened to embrace the far
ewray and exodic. Opa-locka and an
unbailt village in Coral Gables took on
the Moorish Style. Florida Pioneer,
American Colonial, French Country,
French Mormandy, Duich Sowth Afn.
can, Tangiers and Chinese villages
were planned villages with a distinet
theme, Architects were chosen on the
gbility to mitate shylistic features of
each country’s architecture and
“Americanize” the interiors 1o sult the
demands of the buying publc,

What the public sought was
something new and different. One
Soulth Florida proponent's wiew of
marthern anchitectiure stated, "Ameri-
can architecture has long lagged be-
hind that of other countries ... gan-
gling houses of no particular shape.
lop-heavy hung with gingerbread,
paimbed shrieling yellows or muddy
broarns have rulned the beauty of
many an otherwise fine American
strect,” Developers like George Mer-
tick, George BaicheBoe Leon Howe,
and Dell Merrell gave the buying pub-
le what many had never seen belore
and possibly would never see again:
“two thousand softly tinted houses
sel like so many pictures in their
framies of palm and grapefruit trees
and scarket hibiscus blossams.”

Archifecis of the time approached

-

Mew York Architect Philip L. Goodwin for Gables development.

thelr professhon much as the artis
approaches a canvas: concern for the
entire composition with a distinet
theme. The description given to
Denman Finks design for Yenetian
Pool is reminiscent of a painting, “The
Artist has achieved beautiful warm
avertones of peach-colored marble,
laded in the sun, streaked charmingly
as i the rains and by vines and all the
rmellowing effects ol water, Into cream
and bufl and apricot, blended and
meelting into each other In places the
plaster seems wom 5o that the rosy
coelor of old bricks shows through as it
wioiild i old, old houses. Beyond the
deficate ime green of the waler the se
walls and tlles above make (he b,
tlest sort of picture. . Like his con-
temporaries Fink placed greal em-
phasis on the visual character and
quality of his projects. Attention to
detail in the design, material selec-
tion, and construction fulfilled the
needs of the designer, developer, and,
most mportaniby, the buying public
They dont bulld them like that
anymore. Probably the most bmpos-
tant reason s economics. Labor and
miaterials costs are different. fs skilla
are determined io be oo expenshne
they cease to be transferred from one
generation 1o the next. As new less
expensive materials are developed
the iraditional ones are less kely to
bBe manufactured. The economic
theary of supply and demand holds
true. The results are ofien buildings
and an environmen! that are less than
wie expect in our lechnological age,
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The Biltmore:
Memories
That Linger

BY MAYLEN NEWBY PIERCE

What wonderiu] memories | have of
the Billmore Hotel and Club. They
were a happy influence n the life and
experiences of my family. Our home
was on Palermo Avenve in Coral Ga-
bles, anby twe Blocks sway from the
grand establishment. Our property
was a par of the avocado and grape-
frufl grove that hed Brrmedy Belonged
1o George Merrick, the founder of
Coral Gables and the guiding hand of
e Biltrrore when # n'[hr._-r'l.-?d in 19246,
[ became & part of our daily hees.

As g result of our homee's location
in the fruil grove my three sons, Bill,
Walter Junior and Staples, used to sell
avocados to the neighbors and even-
tually earned enough money o buy
rmdorbikes to fide fo school. Even my
grandsons, Howard and Lou Pierce,
sons of Staples. sold avocados for
spending money when they passed a
summer with me

My boys learmned to swim in the
huge Biltmwore poal. The pool also of
fered special entertainments. On
Sunday afternoons water shows fea-
tured famouws swimmers and come-
dian divers. Fashlon shows were
aften staged by the pool On one oc-
caston children of members of the
Bilimore Club were featured. [
preered when [ saw my three Hitle
sons, aged eight, six, and four years,
dreqged in identical white linen suits,
faces shining and hair in place as they
paraded arciind the pool belore three
hundred guests

My husband Walter and | atiended
& dinmer dance at the opening of the
hotel and later many tea dances given
by the elub and parties in the Giralda
Tovwer Same of the guests &t our jable
far that first dance wese the Charfes
Moona, the George Whittens, the
Theo Moores, the Henry Shaws and
Bill Dwens

For the opening nothing was too
extravagant, Mr. Merrick even
brought in some foxes so that red
jacketed guests could "ride to the
hounds.”

In the Bilimores heydey there
wete erlertainers i the ounge on the
first floor below the labby, often sing-
ing operatic aras. Bridge luncheons
witteg held i the main dining room
and the grand salon. In the canal Ve-
netian gondolas floated with girls

Tea dances at the Biltmore Hotel and parties in the Giralda Tower are among Maylen
Plerce's memories.

dressed as signorinas playing in
siriments and singing. The theme
sang was “When the Moon Shines
Over Coral Gables.” | remember Paul
WhHeman and ]:Er'l. Garber and their
farmous orchestras entertaining us

QF the many renowned thal
stayed at the Bitmore the Prince of
Wales and the crown prince of Japan
stand oul in my mind

We had a membership to the
Biltmore Club, which gave us three-
wiry privileges. Along with using the
hotels faclities in Coral Gables we
could also take an autogire o enjoy
the Key Largo Fishing Club and ride in
an aerocar (o Swim ot the Boney Plaza
Cabana Club on Miami Beach. The
aerocar served as a small bus. It was
the first passenger car to be designed
with a trailer.

When Helen and Henry L. Doher-
ty moved i and took possession of
the Biltmore 0s brilliant life seemed
assuned because of his millions in ofl.
Each year a Helen Lee Doherty Midk
Fund Ball was held. My rend Many
{(Mrs. George) Baya and | one year
tock a table for fweniy. She said, “1'0
hawve the cocktall party i youT deco-
rate the table.” The date of the event
was Georde Washingions birthday,
during the proclatmed helghi af the
winter towerist season

When | brought cherry trees and
cherries and halchets to the hotel o
decorate aur table | found three
olthers plapmning the same theme. So |
decided to make ours a “Martha
Weshington table.” | owned por-
celaing of Martha and George
Washingon, nherited Fom my par-
ents, arcund which 1 placed two ald-
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feshioned bougquets of red, white and
biue sweet peas and four of my pret-
tiest antigue {ans, purchased In
Buencs Aires and Rio de Janeiro on
oy traveld

When Mrs. Doherty and her
house guest Evahm Walsh McLean, of
Hope Diamond fame, judged my
table best and presented me with a
lovely three-picoe set of 5 pame
lain | was overwhelmed with joy. This
beautiful prize has set the blue color
scheme of my living room ever since

Cme day during the Doheriy ¢ra |
discovered a handsome white
peacock strulling around in my gar-
den. On inguiry | found it was from
the hotel and belonged to the Doher-
tys. Interesting things happened all
the time in those days

My son Bill frequently was a
caddy at the Biltmome golf course and
it was there that Bill learned, as did
sammy snead. o play an exceliend
game. However although he scored
in the seventies he newver aimed for
Sammy's career and fame.

On one afternoon after my boys
had been swimming in the Bifimone
pool a teenager came home with
them. This happened olten and |
thought nothing of it. 1 fed them a
salad of avocado, grated carrots, and
fettuce and a hot dog as a snack. This

b Loediraes on page 14

Maylen Newby Plerce arcived in
Miami al the height of the boom
{1925) in the heat of the summer
{Julgl with a six-month-old son and
“heted every minute.” She's sifll here,
Enpoying every minule
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“The serocar served as a small bus., Hn:ﬂtﬂ‘ﬂmmﬁmhhdﬂwﬂﬂl
& traiflec”

B ) .
In the yard filled with avocado trees ot her home on Palermo in 1935 Maylen Pierce is
surmounded by hor sons, from leit, Staples, 10, William, 14, and Walter, Ir, 12, and Bebe
the dog.

Map st right does not delineate Palermo
Sireet where the Plerces lived. The
gtreet |8 hal-way between Sevilla and
Catalonia (x] and the Pierce house ks on
mmmﬂtﬁthhmm and

youngsier had a job at the Biltmore
Litle did | realize that we were enter-
falning Mickey Booney, who would
play the lead in so many films and
marry so many times.

Because of many things = the real
estate "hust,” the 1926 and 1937 hur
feanes, the stock market crash of
1920, the bank faflures of 1931 and
1932, and the Great Depression — the
Biltrrvome never realized s full poten
riml. A= tiroe veernd on i [o2 ie Eran
dewr but the now venerable aerocer
still traveled befwesn the Biltmore
and the Roney Flaza., My sons
traveled daily vie the aerocar or a free
ride to the Boney for an oceen swim

All of the elegant stmosphere dis-
appeared when the Biltmore housed
the soldiers of Workd War [ We often
heard them singing when the wind
was right, and we saw them iraining
each lime we went to the hotel to get a
ride in the aerocar to Miami Beach

During the war | volunteered for
canteen service and quite often
gerved coffee and sandwiches 1o the
gervicernen in the Bitmore. on the
game patio where | had formery
danced with carefree abandon. Later
when the hotel was wsed by the Vet
erans Administration (VA as a hospi-
tal the ghosis of brmer galely were
overshadowed by the feelings of
sympathy we all had for those we
served I wheel chalrs, some para-
plegics. We tried hard to cheer themm.

In after years when two of oy
sons were in service, Bl the oldest a
navigator bombardier for three and a
half years and Walter Junior, my sec
ond oldest, in naval antisubmarine
warfare for six years, it became dif-
fleult for e to go fo the hospital and
gee the wounded

The Bilimore served humaniiy as
a hospial untd 1969, That pear the VA
abandoned il in favor of & new build-
ing in the Jackson Memorial Hospital
complex in Miami Then the hotel
stood empty. subject 1o rist, mibdew,
and vandalism,

Finally i 1972 the City of Coral
Gables took awnership of it and the
fate of the Bilimore became a ficotball
for politicians. It = almost a8 matter of
luck that i was not treated as a cum-
bersome relic of the past and given
e o the wrr.r1-l.1r'|..|:l_ Isall.

The Billmore Hotel now 5 taldng
on a new identity, There are coniracts
for restoration of it as 4 reson hotel.
Hopefully B will be elevated fo s
former glory and elegance
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Why Is It Called
-

Le Jeune Foad, that broad byway
funning from the alrport south
through Cosal Gables to Old Cutler
Foad, takes its name from Charles
LeJeune, a wealthy young Belgian
who seftled here In 1898 and who
ocnce owned what is now the greater
part of Gables’s Bitmore section

A wealthy bachelon, he was well-
traveled and well-educated, making
hirn one of our area’s first “eosmopo-
lites" His courtly, “ald workd” man-
ners, sclentific knowledge and social
life in the wvillage of Cocomut Growe
gave him mstant prominence in an
area emerging from Iis frontier era.

Lefeune bought for 32,000 the
140-acre “Jackson Homestead” and
soon planted ‘-"l:: acres in avocados
and citrus — ar the largest grove
south of the n'u River. Ha anly
cofmpetors wene the 1 1-ache grove of
John Douglas near what is nowr the
Douglas Entrance and the 10-acre
grove developed by the Merricks.

Lejeune had umusual methods.
Unitil then it was befeved that much of
“rocky Dade” was worihless for ag-
ficuliure and trees could only be
planied helter-shkelter in sofl areas,
sinks and pot holes. “Mot so” said
Lejeune. He was regarded as “crazy

a5 a loon™ for blasting the rocky
ground so that trees could be planted
in stralght lines.

Leleune mvested $150,000 in his
%_r:w he made a penny, then
the "loony” methods began paying
off as the lmhgr:w By 1913 profits
goafed to $100,000 per year and
Lejeune was becoming wealthy,

But nelghbor George Merrick had
other plans. The groves were in the
middle ofthe area where Merrick was
planning CL:lij Gables. By 1919 Mer-
rick and eune began n iali
and Merrick offered i%ﬂo.lbﬂgm
Ll.'.,l-l:l-mlE‘fl.'ln"ll:l:idtl’-'rﬂ Ii.ﬂl:r lz::mmm

ars ol negodiations, Merric
El Lejeune for $2, 780,000 H!?u@E
per eere), half in cash, hall in &
mo !

Lejeune had sold at the height of
the market. It would be thirty years of
inflation before raw land would
bring such prices. In August 1924,
Merrick platted and put on the market
the Biltrmore Section. It was all the
land from Corel Way souih to Anas-
tasia and from Leleune west o An-
derson. Sales at (st wene wonderful
In the first twenty-four hours con-
tracts totabed $5.555.850 but most of
this was un paper and there were

When Gearge Merrick platted
the Biltmore section and put
on the market in August 1524
it was all the land from Caral
Way south to Anastasia and
from Lelewns west to

signs that the great Florida land boom
had begun 1o bust.

In less than three years Lefeunes
mongage was in default but 1t was
never fareclosed. it just remained a
worthless asset for the rest of
LeJeurne’s life.

Years laer the morigage regatned
tts value for Lefeune’s heirs. To get a
clear (itle, people buying in the
Biltrmone section had to settle with the
heirs, getling releases and paying de-
limgquent interesi.

LeJeune himsell died penniless.
The cash from the sale of his groves
had gone to Europe 10 relatives who
had bankrolled his groves, His final
years were largely spent with dally
trips to Lurmrnus Park where be el
with old cronbes wio regarded him as
the most briliant chess player ever to
hit Dade County,

Today, his road, Lefeune Road, is
one of the county's principal
thoroughlanes.

Reprinted from The Miami Realior

Wellbora Phillips is collecting mate-
rial for a book on the Miamians for
whom places and sireets are named.
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Copied from The Miami Daily News and Metropolis, Sunday, luly 26, 1925.

In July 1925 Governor James M. Cox
of Ohio, owner of The Miami Daily
News opened his magnificent News
Tower officially with the publication of
ihe [argest single issue of a news-
paperever published to that time, 504
pages. (In 1965 the New York Times
surpassed i with a B46-page paper, &
record still good in 1983.)

The special editor of this prodi-
gious ssue, which sold foras much as
$20 a copy on the sireet to colleciors,
was a woman, Eleanor Bisbee. It was
her glory and her [all. She was put in
charge because she was so capable a
news woman the men on the staff
didn't know how to use her services
without showing themselwes up Sa,
she was more or less kicked upsiairs
o get out the special edition, which
ook about a year in preparation. Sev-
eral young reporters werne assigned 1o
the Bisbee stafl, including me.

When the sensational achieve-
ment bit the streets during the high
excitemnent of the boom, "Bisbee”
wias given a vacation lo recover from
her arduwous job At the end al twa
weeks spent al home in Coconut
Grove, she phoned (o ask about her
next assignment. She leamed there
wias i place for her on the paper,

Hardly had the beautiful Towser
tirese to settle on its foundations when
ihe Miami area was hit by the Sep-
tember 1926 hurricane, folowed a
month later by a second kiler storm
that hit the Palm Beach area, The city
desk covered the stories with fine-
teoth efficiency and the men report-
ers. The women on the stafl were
assigned to tend the kitichen and din-
ing room in the basement to the right
of the handsome Tower enfrance.

The Governor supplied for the
staff, chiefly circulation, Model T Ford
coupes painted a bright Chinese red

A Reporter
Remembers
Those Days

EY NORMA DAVIS TRUE

with a painting of the News Tower,
beige against a blue Miami sky and
mashed patato clouds, on each door,
Later, when rough handling by the
user necessitated expensive repairs,
the Governor announced the rest of
the stalT could buy the cars cheaphy.

When the Governor even
"suggested” it was like a roval com-
mand. I, then, became an owner and
used my car, minus a flearboard as it
came o me, on my Miami Beach run,

Al the time of the suggested
purchase, some of those pressured to
buy complained that "a Ford two-bits
you to pleces,”

The Gowernor never paid good
wages o any but his top aldes. My
father, 8 builder and union man, ob-
jected mildly to the long hours and
low pay reporters accepied as a mat-
ter of course, | mmember telling him
it weas "worth my $25 a week just to
have the privilege of walking each day
through those beautiful Tower doors.”
The News stafl was as proud as the
Gn'-rmuml‘:he beautiful building.

can appreciate how the
Governor was of his buumﬂwrs
Tower He liked to think # could be
seen as a helpful landmark from
miany miles at sea by ships off Miami
Beach.

The shock of the Big Blow that
September 186 had Miamians busy

cleaning up and scared boom vishiors
running very scared to the MNorth.

anwhile, some who wanted to
make the dramatic even more so got
the word on the wires that the Daily
Mews Tower was “leaning at a 50-
degree angle,” which made headlines
throughout the country. Mot so. I was
the wrought-iron spire holding the
Spanish galleon weather vane aloft
that was blown bo & 20-degree angle.

Dme word more: a recent pub-
lished remark expressed bewilder
ment al how the News Tower as a
newsplant could ever have put out &
paper. The S04-page edition was
a performance ability the Governor
called "Cox Enterprise.” That edition
was followed at the time of the Sep.
ternber ‘26 hurricane by & one-page
edition. When everything was water-
Iogged or otherwise out of condition
because of the hurricane, the
mechanical department hand-set the
one-page edition with terse coverage
of the damage of the storm, life and
ether losses and much more that was
relevant. It was on the street at the
regular home edition tirme,

The paper, The Miami Daily
News, and the Tower were credits 1o
Miami From personal experience of
working for the paper and the Gover
nor and remembering the problemns
he would give his workers as profi-
ciency tests, [ realized Napoleon was
right: nothing is impossible. | hope,
hewever, that Miamt can find that
tearing down the News Tower is im-
possible.

Norma Davis Troe, who was a Miam-
ian fram 1909 1o 1940, was a news-
paper reporter during the 1920-1930
decade when the Miaml Metropolis
becarme The Miami Dally News.
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Any comments on this photo out of the HASF trunk are welcome. it must be Coral Gables, which has few wide-curved streets. A
good candidate for the location is the bend of both Alhambra Circle and N. Greenway Drive, looking east with the golf course in the
upper right. What's going on?

I Comtirmied Borm page 2

Now, everybody join in the verse
agein. ..

The Tebeau Library has many old
cookbooks which may be read in
house, Read and enjoy. Calories and
cooking ability donl count; recipes
ane a delight of gastronomic fantasy,
there are no leftovers, Bon appetit.

Early Florida cooks were no-
nonsense people. Recipes were nol
for the novice or the timid. The only
reinforcement aof the success of the
recipe was & terse " Tried ™ following it
Someoane hed broken the code

In the Florida Tropical Cookbook
produced by the ladies of the First
Presbyterian Church, Laura Kellen of
fers the following:

Foyal Poincians Beans

2 eggs, well-beaten

1 tbsp whisloy

salt

2 Iosp sugdar

nutmeg

encugh flour 1o make a still dough

Foll and cut oblong pieces. Fry in
hot fat. Serve with tea or coffee. Wal
fles are much lighter if made with
souf cream and batter kept thin

Cross Creek by Magory Rawlings
is only incidenially a coolkbook buf
the procurement of ingredients and
recipe should warm the heart of Julla
Childs:

With a Mo 10 shat in the gun and
two shols bring down a dozen birds.

Dress and leave whole but
skinned and dip in flour Brown in
bButter along with timy whole onions
and liny whole carrols. Cover with
water. Season with salt, pepper, a bay
leaf or two, and sometimes Greek

origan, and slenmer until tender. Add
small new potatoes, chopped parsley,
and sherry and place in a baking dish
Cover with a rich pastry and finish in
the oven

The Tebeau Library letters collec-
tion provides peeks into other eras, In
the new museum building these will
be more easily accessible for both re-
searchers and browsers. The follow-
img letter was wrilten October 13,1918
by 1. E Junkin, superintendent of
White Ternple M.E. Sunday School in
Miarrd to his son George, & naval of
ficer in World War 1

My Dear Son,
The Enfluenza epldermic has resched
such proportions ln Miami thai
churches, shows and all places where
peaple gather have been ordered
closed. So here | am, on a Sunday
raarmmg, 8t home, something | have
red voluntarily done im thirty yvears. 1j
seems strange not to b2 among the
children al Sunday School or at the
church service following. It is mighty
hard to give up hablts of a Hietime,
and | thank the Good Losd that at least
some of my hablts are dgood ones. |
have always found, aside from my
love of Gods house, that attending
Sunday School and Church have
been cables holding me in safe an-
chorage

Mather and | are looking forward
o your return to the good old U5 A
cn or about Christrnas. 'We will kill a
fatted turkey, altho it does not seem to
taste as good as it used to in the narth
where the cold weather helped to
wivel your appetite. Neither do (he
holidays seern the same. There is a
zeal about cold and snow and ice that

troplcal climes can never know. I is
like putting a sharp edge on an ax.
The hardest feature to overcome in
this country is s monotony of cli-
mate, especially for one who has
been accustomed to the changes of
the Morth, even when they are un-
pleasant. Yet still this Is a great place
to fve. Today is like & mild spring day,
Al windows open and a gentle breeze
filling your ungs with the oaygenated
sall afr fromm the sea. s a day whena
sail on the bay would be almost the
highest expression of physical
exaliation — —dancing waves, clear
skies, spanking breeze, and all that!

Evans ks figuring on buying out
the Cadiflae business for himsell Mr
MNash, with whom he is mssocated,
has made him a good offer. el be a
fine opportunily ke him, as the busi-
ness is paving well, but 8 will require
close applcation. Stella is well, Mary
Blair is visiting an aunt at Tipton, Ga..
and Baby Jack is ruling the roost. He is
some rodsier oo, |

Mother seems better than | have
known herto be for several years. She
is wery active about the house and
really seems o bBe taking things
somewhat easier than wsual She
worres, of course, about us all, But
abaut yvou boys in parlicular Your led
ters = althe shorl — abways provide
subjects for long discussions and
speculstions. She seems 0 sense
when you are irritated or discouraged
a% well as when you are hopeful and
heppy. Great are the hearts of these
methers!

May God’s blessing be with you
and bring you safely home tous all

Lowvinghy, Dad

—ALICE P WILLEY




16 U P D AT E
tailed and fascinating. The author is Love Dean. Reef ts. Seaswepl
BOOK REVIEW more tolerant and understanding of rbhegp B -

Sandra Riley. Homeward Bound. A
History of the Bahama Islands to
1850, with a Definitive Stady of
Abaco in the American Loyalist
Plantatlon Period. South Miami,
Florida: Island Research, 1983,
Bicentennial Message, Foreword,
Preface, Author’s Acknowledg-
ments, List of [lustrations, Chapter
References, Appendices, A&F Bib-
liography, Index, 308 pages.
$15.95,

Sandra Riley's book, a study of the
Bahama lslands prior to 1851, is basl-
cally chronological, beginning with
the geological creation of the
Bahamas and ending in 1850, just
after the abolition of slavery by Great
Britain.

Ms. Riley's first chapters on the
early Spanish possession of the
Bahamas and the Mew World ase an
indictment of the Spaniards’ treal-
ment of the natives, The Spanish miay
have been cruel and indifferent 1o the
living conditions imposed on the In-
dians, but other Europeans had httle
mone compassion. As Leitch Wright
documents in his book, The Only
Land They Enew (Update Novernber
1981}, the British encouraged mter
tribal warfare and enslaved Indians
along with blacks. If the Creebs feared
the return of the Spanish in 1783, al
least they did not leave Florida as the
original Indians did in 1763, prefer-
ring to go to Cuba with the Spanish
rather than stay under the rule of the
Eritish and their Creek allies.

M=, Riley's chapters on piracy are
very enteriaining. The acthities and
personalities of various pirates are de-

their behavior than she is of the
Spaniards’. Eventually the British
suppressed the plrates and dgoverned
the islands, except for & briel occupa-
tion by the Spanish during the Ameri-
can Revolution, through the rest of the
period covered by this book,

The end of the American Revalu-
tion began a period in the history of
the Bahamas during which many
Loyalists were forced fo leave the
United States. Many of them decided
o setile in the Bahamas. The trials
and tribulations that they found in the
isiarﬁds make up ihe remainder of this
WOTH.

The Loyalists had io cope with a
new environment, a series of un-
popular governors, and the abolition
first of the slave trade and then slav-
ery by the English government. Many
Loyalists gave up and moved out of
the Bahamas bui the ones whao fe-
mained, along with inhabiants with
roots in the islands going back to the
period of piracy, gave the Bahamas a
stable population. one that had found
a home.

The amount of work, dedication,
and love poured into this book by the
author ks obvious. The bibliography is
extensive, yet it "is restricted 1o works
quoted in the text” The End Motes
dlso add to the quality of the book,
being complete and instructive.

The book is well written and flows
easily from one subject to the next.
Clarity is mportant in any form of
writing, and histories in particular
need it i they are to reach a wider
audience. This book should ke read
by anyone wishing to learn mone
abotd the early development of the
Bahamas,

Lighthouses of the Florida “IKTL
Eey West, Florida: The Historic Key
West Preservation Board, 1982.
Acknowledgements, Forewaord,
Prologue, A Personal Note from the
Author, Appendices, Selected Bib-
liography, Index. 134 pages. $9.95.

In this book Lowve Dean tells the
stories of the six lighthouses that
warn sailors of the treacherous
Florida reefs stretching from Carys-
forl Feel near Miami to Sands Fey
near Key West. Each of the six stories
is essentially the same, but Ms. Dean
i= able to give each light a personality
and history of s own.

The six lights ane described in the
order in which they began operating.
She begins each story by relating the
meed for a Hght in a specific area along
the reefl n she details the Con-
gressional approprintions lor the
light, its design. construction, and the
imteresiing events in each light's his-
tory. Alsc mentioned are the history
of the Lighthouse Service through the
Lighthouse Board to Bs absarption by
the Coast Guard and a description of
the various types of llumination used
in the lighthouses.

The author, a Heensed captain,
obviously knows and loves her sub-
ject. Those two qualities make her
book mteresting and easy to read.
The Appendices, Bibliography. and
Motes [at the end of each chapter)
attest to the amount of work, re-
search, and dedication that also went
into this book. Anyone interested in
South Florida's history and unbreak-
able link to the sea should read this
boak

—DANIEL O. MARKUS

THE FINAL WORD

[n the research collections Curator
Becky Smith has two green scrap-
books donated Octlober 9, 1979 by
Pat and Ben Aiken. They were bought
by Judge Marshall Brown of
Fittsburgh for 5175 each from the
Weldin Company, booksellers,
Puttsburgh, and were [led by the
judge with articles and carfcons
about the Miami boom, beginning
with December 5, 25 and going
through the 1926 hurrlcane.

Many of the scrapbooks’ contents
were gathered from magazines: Lib-
erty, The Evening Post, The
American Mercury, Farm and
Flﬂreﬂd:. Judge, The Golden Book,
F g, The ury, The Magazine
of Wall Street and McCalls. The car
toons were from Webster's "The Man
in the Brown Derby.” King's “Gasoline

Alley,” Westovers "Tillie The Toiler,”
and DeBeck's "Barney Google”
Newspaper clippings were mosily
frem the Pittsburgh Press.

The McCalls magazine for May
1926 begdan a four-part series by lda
M. Tarbell, “Florida — And Then
What? [mpressions of the Boom™
with drawings by Hugh Ferris of the
mew Miami-Biltmore Hotel and the
new Mlaml News buillding. These
drawings are the cover pictures fos
this February 1984 issue, which con-
tains personal stories about both

buildings.

% December 5, 1925 issue
has an article Walter Davenport
titled “Glittering a: An analysis

of the greatest gold rush in real estate
history” The same issue has a pro-
motion of Rex Beachs book on “The
Miracle of Coral Gables™ with draw-
tngs by Denman Fink.

The Magazine of Wall Street,

March 27, 1926, ran an article by A B
Pinci, who writes: "But a boom im-
plies a depression in the offing. There
ks o such thing 0 Florda. . . Floridais
a stopping place to Cuba, now, and
may eventually become a stopover to
Panama, when travelers get the
Latin-America habit, which seems
growing fast.”

The second scrapbook ends with
learshests of bwo aricles, one iiled
“Lure of Florida Grows as Winter Set-
{les Orvver Morth” and the other, a short
story, “The Beauliful and Beloved.” It
is by Magory Stoneman Douglas.

Even with hindsight a reader be-
comes swept up in the exciternent of
the fime because these stories werne
written al that time. Our Update arti-
cles for February were written with
today'’s perspective but they =till con-
tain the excitermend.

Mo Q-ﬂn'wﬂ.




THE INDES COMPANY

The Historical Museum
proudly introduces
its new museum store

The Indies Company. Look for
announcement of its opening soon.
Unique treasures from South Florida
and the islands of the Caribbean will be
featured.

The store will continue to carry articles
from the Florida Indians and will have a
greatly expanded selection of books on
Florida history. The new shopping bags
of The Indies Company will come in
handy.




| Update

Historical Association
of Southern Florida
3280 5. Miami Avenue
Miami, FL 33129

=  Address Correction Requested



