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AROUND
THE
MUSEUM

A LETTER

Back in 1784 in the Bahama island
area of the West Indies the British
were trying to cope with thousands
of American Loyalist ees from
the United States. Sandra Biley in her
recent book on the Bahamas islands
Homeward Bound reporis that
England had not kept in touch with
the Bahamas very well and did not
move to help local authorities cope
with the refugees, provoking an
American o wriie:

Nova Scotia we see has been
more early and particularly at-
tended to, and as these [slands
were also long ago held out as
a Land of Promise and an Asy-
lum to the Unfortunate several
Thousand of Emigranis of
various Colours and Professions
from the American Continent
have within these last twelve
months arrived, and more ace
still corning in here to Settle. But
a5 vet no sort of Attention either
from the Crown or Parlilament
has been paid to this Couniry
since the Peace.

A RECIPE
Philip Dumaresq, a Boston mer-
chant, his wife and five children
were among the refu who liked
the climate on Abaco but found the
soil so shallow that the sun heat on
the rocks below bumed up the
vegetables. They did manage to grow
Guinea corn, polaloes, YAmMS, M-
ips, ora , limes and plantains
Had Florida Cookbook by
George Fichter been available, Mrs.
D probably could have served

West Indian Scalloped Yams
1¥% 1bs yams, slices 1% ksp. salt
I large onbon, sliced Y iap pepper
¥ cup groled cheese % Th butter
3 cups coconut milk {or regular milk)
Obtain cocenut milk by pouring
hiot water over freshly grated coconut
meat and then pressing the coconut
to get out the Mluid Strain, saving the
liquid. Precook yams in lightly salted
water uniil slices begin 1o be tender.
Grease casserole dish with butter,
then add the yams and onions in
lmyers, salting and peppering each
layer. Add the coconut milk (or reg-
ular hnm%tnhmd milk), Cook in
oven al 350° untll yams are com-
efely tender and top of casserole
ns 1o brown. Remove from oven
and dot top with butter, spreading
grated cheese over the top. Return to
oven only long Ellwg‘l"li for the
cheese 1o melt. Serves 3-4.

Mrs. Dumaresq might have had 1o
omit the chesse.

A SONG
Omiy a person who was out of this
hemisphere in January does not
Encow who is Number One this year
The crowds cheered their lungs
hoarse wherever they were gathered
for the 1984 winners of the Orange
Bowl's SOth football game, the
University of Miami's Hurricanes
Then came the moment of the
UM's alma mater. The music I=
farniliar but what abouf the words?
A chat with students and old grads
was less than productive. They stood
and proudly began, “Southemn suns
and sky blue waters " As with
the “Star Spangled Banner” "la, la, [a”
seems to be next. A call to Mildred
Merrick at the UM library produced
u_ﬁl_:m which led to cul de sacs:
’ book is out of stock right now,”
“Try this number” So [ referred o a
faithful source, D, Charlton Tebeau's
history of the University. | was able
to find that the words were written
by William 5 Lumps and the music
by Christine Asdurian but only the
first line of the lyrics was included.
Judith Fornes, HASF's grants of-
ficer and & UM graduate, pointed me
in the right direction. "The alumni of-
fice has mimeographed coples, The
office is nexi to the tennis court” The
= Contirmes on page 4

LETTERS

The February 1084 saue captures (for
me) the special aura of the Mismi aren
of the boom fime. I'm proud to be
tnelinaled

O page 4, top, the sidewall af the
batldimg ot the left of the fire statton
befenged to the old Minmd
owned by 5 Bobo Dean and sold (af least
the newspaper) to forméer Gov. Jarmes M.
Cox of Ohio, as herald (no pun) of the
Miami Daily News ai the News Tower on
the bayfront

{The “no pin” would hae significance
to the early Miami newspaper people.
Mr. Dean and Frank Shutis, owner of the
Miami Herald, would not permii frafer-
nization betweeen their staffa Cowld cost
a job—though a rare one did quit the
Metropalis for more pay at the Herald. )

The siring of Coral Gables buses on
page 5, if memory serves. was the col-
lection of vehicles ready to fake prospec-
tive burpers out fo see what Georgle Mer-
rick was offering as new homesites, Mr,
Merrick was extrmeagantly “big— with
SUCOESS.

As o the site of the piciure, | am
reminded of the Mt week [ was on
assignment from the Dailly News o
“eover” Cowal Gables. On Friday | ffnally
fourd the police stmion. (The sireefs were

supposed fo be lald out like Bosion’s—
from & “hub’) | remarked at the police
station abodir my adlificeine with the weind
loyout of streets. A polfeman safd, “Why
didn't you iry speeding?™’

Norma D Tiue

2532 Goldenrod 5t

Sarasota, FL 33579

It was a treat fo see the byline of Norma
Diavis True in Update. She befriended me
wihen [ came fo Mismi exachly 50 pesrs
ago Without her help and encourage-
ment, | might not hine enjoped o [ifetime
in newspaper work.

Jeanme Bellamy

2718 Segovia 5.

Coral Gabies, FL 33134

Thank you for puiting my stary in such
good company | thrive on nostalgin and
this izsue made [ife more pleasani. |
recefved so many compliments an my
stary. [t encourages me o my writing.

Maylen Niowby Prerce

300 Mendoza Ave, #4

Coral Gables, FL 33134

I was most inberested in the Owt of the
Trunk pholograph in the February 18684
isgue as [ heve just completed research
on fhe history of the Coral Galiles Tran-
sif Systerm which was published o the
Noverneber 1983 issue off Motor Coach

Age. According to my research, this
photograph  was faken by William
Fishbaugh March ¥, 1825 (negative 3613)
fram the water fower on Alhambra Cir-
cle, The sireel seen in the upper right is
North Greenway Drive.

Amnother photo of the same buses was
also taken March 7 on Coral Wy at
Ponce de Leon in frant of the Administra-
tion Building (megative 36141 The lead
bus ts a Fageol followed by Merrick's fleet
of White buses which wene wsed o
franspar prospeciive lmnd buyers to Corad
Gables from points as far sway as Niow
York, Chicago and San Francisoa Af the

of land 2ales, Merrick hod a fleet of

these buses witich may have numbened
as many as eighty. They were painbed
comal pirk with biue Iettering which, fo
say the least, made them eye-caiching.

Samuel D LaRoue, Jr.

L0800 5W 35 5.

Miami, FL 33155

Swhva Martin telephoned o give the ssme
information as LaRoue and True She lhes
on ten pcres on Sunset that she hes Hved
on since she came lo what was then
Lagkin from MBwaukee in 1917, Her iather
Sagmund Graenicher, & retired naturalis,
biologist, had come o Miaml with his
wife from Massachuseiis in 196 For 20
years Sylva Mortin was city clerk for
South Miami.
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HASF History

Historical Association of Southern Florida:
Its Founders Loved History — And Made [t

BY ARVA MOORE PARKS
HASF President 1973-74

Although meny people belleve that Miami has no histong a
group of people who knew better arganized the Historleal
Association of Sowhern Florida (HASF) 43 years ago,
making it one of the oldest continuing culiural instHutions
in Miami. The original concept of HASF included nat only
the promulgation of South Florida history but also recog-
nized South Floridas connection to Caribbean history as
well. In light of Miami's recent history the founders of the
Historkeal Association seemed to have had a keen under-
standing of Miami= fufure as well as her pasi.

The founders of the Historical Association imcluded
people who loved history, wrate history, and made his-
tory George Merrich, lbunder of Coral Gables; two former
candidates for Governor of Florida, Sen. E M. Hudson and
Jemes M. Carson; and former Miami mayor and president
of the First National Bank, now Southeast Bank, Edward
Fomifh all made their ¢ in history Other notables
included Mrs. Florence P Haden, dewloper of the Haden
mango; Hugh M. Matheson, former mayer of Coconut
Grove and member of the pioneer Matheson family;
Rabert H Montgomery, benefactor of Fairchitd Tropical
Garden; Hervey Allen, nationally known novelist; and
Ruby Leach Carson, historian,

The Historical Association was organized in .ﬁ.prII
1940 and incorporated in 1941, George Merrick became
the first president. The first board of directors included
Bowman E Ashe, president of the Unbversity of Miami; 5,
Bobo Dean, edior of The Mlami Daily News; w
Stoneman Douglas, historian and author; John C.G
noturadist and author; Thomas | Pancoast, one of the
developers of Miami Beach; and Charfion W. Tebeau, his-
torkan.

Within a year the Association published the first lssue
of its scholarly annual Tequesda, edited by University of
Miami English professor Lewis Leary. From the beginning
the University of Miami pleyed a leading role in HASE Umtil
1956 Tequesta was @ bulletin of the University, and afler
that the University continued as co-publisher until 1974. In
additlon the University provided the firsi repository for the
HASF collections, a metal e cabinet in the Unhwersidys
Hbrary,

The first issue of Tequesia confained a remarkahble
number of articles that set a standard of excellence con-
tinuing to this day. The writers included both professional
historans like Bobert E. McNicoll and non-professionals
like George E. Merrick, Thomas P Caldwell, and John
Matthews Baxter

For the first twenty years of the Historical Assocla-
tion's history the publication of Ts was s most
important effort, but it also held well-attended public pro-
gram meetings. Beginning in 1951 HASF erected historical
miarkers in various locations throughouwt South Florida, To
date, 51 markers have been placed. commemorating a
span of four thousand years of human activity inthe South
Florida area. HASF also published tmportant documenis
and republished out-of print books that were important to
the understanding of South Florida history, Finally, until
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others took up the cause, HASE was the [sading advocate
for historic preservation.

From the beg@nning many members of the Historical
Association dreamed of opening a historical museum and
library in Miami, With this in mind HASF began collecting
artifecis, photographs, books, and manuscripts. When the
callection too large for the U M. file cabinet, Withers
Van Line of Coral Gables stored the historic freasures, free
of charge.

In 1948 Historical Association members began a
building fund for a proposed museum. From a $15 begin-
ning the fund grew to over 530,000 by 1960, In that vear
HASF purchased an old house at 2010 North Bayshore
Drive and opened its first museum in 1962,

Although the members of the Histerical Association
were jusily proud of their mew museum, everyone saw it
Bs & temporary move until a larger more appropriate site
could be found. It is noteworthy, however, that this first
museum was opened and operated without one cend af
public funds. HASF members raised the money, under-
wrate the mortgdage, collected ftems for the exhibitg, and
volunteened their special expertise to the cause. Many of
the preserd museurmn’s artifacts and collections came as a
result of this early effort, without which they would proba-
bly hawe been lost to future generations.

In 1972 the Museurmn was relocated ina new Dade
County facility built for the Hislorical Association adjacent
o the Museumn of Science. Even with this initial public
partnership, financial responsibifity for opening, staffing,
and cperating the second museum fell entirely on HASE

Although the new museum bullding gave the Histari-
cal Assoclation and Miami's history more visibility, 2 100
was viewed as a temporary home. In 1973 when Mayor
Jack Orr. who had been a former board member of the
Association, began to dream of a cultural complex for
Miarni he encouraged the Historical Association to particl-
pate in the discussion. By 1975, after Dade County had
decided to creale such a complex in the downtown gov
emment center, County Mgr REay Goode conacted the
Historical Association president, Adm. Irving |. Stephens,
to see if HASF was interested in being part of this exciting
new venture. At the same time, the County allocated
512,000 toward the museumn’s yearly operational ex-
penses. This contribution was an imporant milesione in
public recognition and support for South Florida history.

Once the Historical Associalions board Became
commifted to the new museumn and the Dade County
Commission under Mevor Stephen P Olack vated to baild
a 53,000,000 hisiorcal museum in the culiural cenber
HASF members and salf worked tirelessly to secure the
rescurces necessany 1o fabricate the exhibits and make the
rew project one of the finest regional history museums in
the country.

Beginning with a $375,000 challenge grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities, the Association
garnered another $%00,000 fom the S1ate of Florida for



the permanent exhibits, Indibviduals, undstions, and
corporations in South Florida contributed thousands of
additional dollars, highlighted by a halbmillion-doBar gift
of Wometco Enmterprises, Inc., stock from Mitchell
Wolfson, Ir, which made possible HASFs purchase of the
rare John James Audubon The Birds of America elephani
folis, Another $175,000 grant from the Dade County
Council for the Arts and Sclences pul the icing on the cale
by providing funds for the production of audio-visual
matertal that will aid visitors in understanding their role in
the contimuing story of 3outh Florda

During the Historical Association’s 43-yvear history
thousands of people have helped i to research, collect,
preserve, and interpret South Florida history. Allthough A is
impossible to Est everyone who played a major role, four
notable leaders and visionaries deserve special recogni-
tlon. They are De Charlton W Tebeau, Jusiin P Havee,
Marty Grafton, and Randy Nimnicht

For 38 years Dr Tebeau has edited Tequesta. He was
present at the first organizational meeting of the associa-
thon, was ¢lecled to the first board of directors, served as
president, and continues 1o be the spiritual "godfather” ol
the organization. In 1976 HASF recognized Dr Tebeau's
unique commitment vy maming the museum bbby the
Charlbon W Tebeau Library of Florida History,

From 1942, when he became acting recording sec-
retary. until 1965 Justin P Hawvee was the moving force
behind HASE He was program chalrman, fund-raiser and
recruiter and afler 1954, executive secretary. at a time
when there were no paid employees. He was the one who
pushed for the first museum, raised most of the money
for the bullding fund, located many of the major exhibits,
and had the organizational skl o put everything logether
o see that the job was done. As an employee of Pan
American Alrways he interested Pan Am in the Associa-
tion. Fan Am not only pald for some of the historical
mackers, but also provided strong corporate support 1o
the young museumn. It once provided a plane 1o Ty board
members 10 a marker dedication in Fey West,

In 1967 Marty Grafton became executive secretary of
HASFE Her vision was to get Dade County to build a new
building for the Historical Museum adjacent to the
Museum of Science. She drafted John C. Harrison into the
Associstion, and together they conwvinced both the County
and the Museum of Sclence that the Historical Assoeiation
deserved their support. The board of the Historical As-
sociation saw the second museurm as another termparany
facility because the Musearn of Sclence sile was not large
encugh for two museums and the Museurn of Science
would need the space for its own expansion.

After the bullding was completed Marty Grafton used
her artistic and graphic talenis 1o design the new
musewm’s exhibits, and then painted most of the graphic
displays hersell. She was alded by the museumn’s direclor,
David Alexander, who used his knowledge of Miami's
history and his extreordinary speaking talents to further

promote the cause for South Florida's history.

Marty Grafion also belleved that the Historical As-
socialion needed 1o branch out and interest a broader
group of people. With this in mind she suggested that the
bylaws be amended jo limit board involvement to six
years, opening the way for new leadership to emerge
After her six-year term she stepped down, knowing that
she had taken the Associstion Nt & new era.

It was Marty Grafion who drafted me into the Associ-
ation fo finish the term of a recenily resigned recording
secretary. My iniial board meeting was the first ever held
in the then new museum. After becoming president in
1973  envistoned the Assoclation as an activist organiza-
tion, one involwed in the mainstream of the present. its
major role to educate this communiy of people to the fact
that they needed o understand Miami’s history in order o
develop a sense of place. | believed that HASF had a
unbque opporunity to bring these people together In
1973 HASF made a little history of s own, It doubled s
Black board membership by placing Kate Stirrup Dean
abongside Gwen Cherry, who had been a board membsr
since 1971, and also brought on the board Cuban refugee
Alfredo Duran, thereby giving HASF one of the first truly
representative boards of any cultural organization in
fow

Az president of a growing Institution that had sud-
denly become more visible in the community, | became
aware that the Museum needed a director who would
have not only historical expertise bul business manage-
ment and museum operational expertise as well. Until a
new director could be hired De Thelma Peters, o long-time
stalwart ofthe o . served as acling direclor.

Im 1974 Dr. Tebeau and [ convinced Randy BMimnichi,
a native Miamian with a Master’s Degree in history and
adminlziratar of the Siate Historic Preservation office
seated in Talahassee, 1o come home 1o Miami and turm
ihe Historcal Association Museum into an expanded,
professionally run reglonal museuwm.

When Randy Nimnicht arrbred it marked the begin-
ning of ancither era, different from the past ones when
most of the leadership had come from board members
and volunteers, As new director he outlined a long-term
plan designed to upgrade the present museum while
building toward a future museum in another location
Within [tve years the HASF museurmn was sccredited by the
American Association of Museums and plans were un-
derway to relocate to the Dade County Cultural Center.

The new £6,000,000 Historical Museum of 3outhern
Florida demonsirates what the public secion & private
organization, and thousands of rw'pli: can accomplish
when they work together The future of the Historical
Museum of Southern Florida, ke the future of South
Florida nsell, belongs 1o those peopie — old and young,
native and new —who see themselves as part of the long,
fascinating, and continuing saga of human activity in this
special place we call Miami.




Tropical Dreams
A Peoples History of South Florida

The history of South Florida is the story af man in a unique
environment. i beging over 10,000 years ago with the
arrival of the earliest prehistoric Indians and continuwes
through the multl-culiural metropalis of the 1980g

Inn the Historical Musewmn, exhibil seitings mecreate
pasi eras. A high oollic imesione blufl introduces Souwh
Florida gealogy . . an archeolodical dig site [eaturnes shell
tonls dating to 500 B.C. ... a repdica of a Castillo de San
Marcos lookout tower looms ower Elghtesnth Cenfury
CANTONS the front porch of a homesteader's collage

1. LAND AND SEA

Soulth Flofidas geological foundations, cHmate, coasial
waters, Everglades, pinelands. flora and fauna fogether
make up a subtropical environment which includes the
anly troplcal habitats — coral reefs and Florida Keys — in
MNadh America. An understanding of this redlon’s natural
resOurces is & I-ri_"r' factor in the Sty of mans history &N
new arrfvals, from the earliest prehistoric Indians through
thoge coming here today, have adapted thelr way of life in
arder 1o sunvive in South Florida, Although at times in the
past man has altered the land and sea to fulfill his desines,
he is now beginning o reallze his actbons may have un-
foreseen consequences for our unique and delicate envi
gelaing gt
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hasis an AV program with views rom the 1880s .. and a
1925 City of Miamd tralley car takes on passengers from
thi rl-:_':'.r':l'l.' Art Deco theedter,

Through artifacts. photographs, life-size dicramas,
audio-visual presentations and participatony activities, the
Historical Museum communicates the fascinating story of
mian inn South Florida, This guide provides the interpretive
themes which are the foundations of the exhibits. We
hope you enjoy your museum experence.

LAND AND SEA
Limestone rocks make up the land mass of Sowuth Florida:
Deolitic, Coral and Bryozoan.



AND AND SEA
The highest terrain in South Florida is the Dalitic lime-

stone ridges which separates the coastal waters from

F Y

LAND AND S5EMA

Sandy beaches, mangrove-Ened bays and estuaries, the Keys,
the Ten Thousand Islands and Florida Bay are part of South

Florida's coastal waber Do,
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LAND AND SEA
The lihe cyches of Nors snd faenas in the

A

Thess one hooks on loan from the
Smitiionias’s Mabonal Messum
of Matiiral History were carved by
prebintorkc Ledianmy,

2. FIRST ARRIVALS

The firsi people o inhabit Souih
Florikla wese here as earty as len
thousand years ago. [ hey were de
srendants of thode who had migrated
o America from northeatiern Azia
iravelng across a land bridge be
tween Alaska and Siheria in rr-.:.ra.-..'ll: ol
herds of mlrmemodh,. caribow. horse
bison and offher large anirmals. Cnacial
io thelr survbal was the abilly o
aEapl 1o the envronmential condl
tions surrounding them. As poople
moved into Florida, they gradually
changed their way of Bving 1o 8 (he
resources and envilons. The hfestvle
of the prehisiore Indians of Soulh
Florkda, bnchading lood, clothing. shel
fet, mrdl e aspects of relgions and
sncial acthvmies was Ged diecily o
e Soalh Flosrids errwironmnmserd



FIRST ARRIVALS
The frst people (o live in South Florida were bunters and gathersrs.

FIEST ARRIVALS

Much of the kaowledge we have sboet Seuth Florids™s prelsivtornc Indisny is from the work of archeologgists, scemtisty who study
past cultures to recreate the histary of man.
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INTERNATIONAL RIVALEY
For nearly 300 years Florida

3. INTERNATIONAL RIVALRY

The geographic location of South Florida, guardien of the
irade roubes and bulffer zone between (he Engiish and
French o 1he nosth and the Spanish 1o e souih, deter
mulrved its desting or over 300 years f-:1I::1'.'.'i:'.!,: Fonce de
Leon’s visit in 1513, [t was a period of inferaction between
people and nations, of red men interacting with white, of
white with Back and of black with red. Although the
intermational struggle for control of the Florida peninsula
did not eccur primarily in South Florida, that struggle and
its outcome shaped the development of this region

-
INTERNATIONAL RIVALRY

Caught in & severe hurricane La Nuestra
Senora de Aocha, guard galleon to the
1622 treasure fleet, was wrecked on the
Florida Reefs.

|
INTERMNATIOMAL
RIVALEY
L"Oratenr ks an 18th Cemtury French
cannon salvaged off the coast of Halti.
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SOUTHWAED EXFANSION
Wreckers, seamen and merchamts were sarly settiers of the island town of Key West.

4. SOUTHWARD EXPANSION

The period of International Rhalry ended when the United
States gained possession of Florida. A1 the very southern
end of the peninsula came the blossoming of the island
town of Bey West as the center for the wrecking industry
The important trade routes which pass close o the
treacherous coral reefs caused the development of a regu-
lated systern of sabvaging cargoes and saving lhves. Mavi-
gaticnal im '|:lr|::-'.r{':|11|.:'|:.l" Pr.'l-:iu.‘:“,' reduced the number of
wirecks., Mamiand selilement Was encouraged with the
passage af the Homestead Acts. To help make good lands
available 1o senlers, the United States adopied & national
palscy af lndian remedal. In Flosida that meant treaties,
reservatians, and many years of war a5 the Seminoles
resisted thetr foroed removal from Florida

L4
SOUTHWARD EXPANSION

Seminole women wore long sleeved,
pullaver ouses and full shirts made of
coborful cottons and calicos. (Skirt

is on loan from the Mational Mussum
of Matwral History]
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SOUTHWARD EXPAMNSION
Pianeers of the 1880s built hames of Dade County pine, processed complie starch and traveled by sallboat on Blscayme Bay

[ ]

SOUTHWARD EXPAMNSION

Some early Coconirt Grove pioneers and
visitors, including Flora McFarlanse, Me and
Mrs. Kirk Munroe, Charles Stowe, Counts
D'Hedowville and Nugent, and Ralph
Munroe, gathered for this group portrait.
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NEW PEQFLE, NEW TECHNOLOGY

Dwring the Roaring Twenthes thousands of people came fo
South Florida to make their fortunes in the real estate boom.

F

MEW PEOQPLE, NEW TECHMOLOGY

One of the mest popular artitacts on display is No. 231,
a beautitully restored 1925 City of Miaml trolley car
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5. NEW PEOPLE, NEW TECHNOLOGY

The harmessing of Heam power in the 198h F,i'n!LLr',' pra

vided man with 1ools to shepe the envirenment o Fulfidl
hig needs, plans, and desires, [he beginning of this new
era in Soulh Florida was marked by the 1896 arrival i
Miami of Henry Flagler's FEC raibway Soon additional
lapids for agrcullure, tourism and setllernent wede betng
created by drainage and land fills, Roads, bridges, and
pirfields opened new avenues into South Florida
Thousands came to the area during the real estate boom
of the 1920s and the lace of South Florkda changed drasii-
-'.'..'||['-|r as dream cities, ounst resorts, subdivisions and
gkyacrapers materialized. Although (he 1926 bust shs-
tered the dreams of many Sowh Flordlans, popalation
growih and development continued through the Depres-
shon era. The milkary brought thowsands to the ares dur-
ing World War [, when South Floridas mild climate and
vicand tourist facilities were used as a major taining
center for soldiers

=



THE BLACK EXPERIENCE:

Biacks were the principal labor force of early Miami development,

6. THE BLACK EXPERIENCE

The Black Archhses, History and Research Foundatlon in
cooperation with Dade County Public Schoals provided
the Historical Association with the source materlals for the
Glack history exhibits. As the principal researcher for this
important project | was assisted In g@thering source mate-
rials by a commiitee of ploneers. Meeting nearly every
Tuesday, except during the summer months, they were
crganized to help Mendlfy the issues and personabiies
The chalrman of this commitiee was Mrs. Cleomile Ward
Bloomfield, a retired teacher She was assisted by Mrs
John E. Culmer, housewtle; Mrs. Withelmenia Franks jen-
nings, retired elementary school teacher, Mrs. BEachel
Culmmer Williams, retired school Hbratian: Mrs, Jane Davis
Lewis, retired high schooal teacher Their families hawe
Eved in Miami at [east fifly years. This group worked long
hours searching fie cabinets and garages, and talking with
ather peoneers

School children visiting the new Historical Museum
will benefit from the numerous hours of research that
have gone info documenting the black experience. Prior
to the Cuban influx in the 19603 the black community was
thee largiest minarity group in Dade County. Settling here as
early as the 1880s they remained, worked the land, and
survived against cdds.

Toiling by the sweat of their brows, they played an
important role in building this metropolitan area. Like
other pioneers, early black residents braved swarms of
miosquitos, hurricanes and an economic depression. As il
those maladies were not encugh, members of the black
community were also terrorized by the Fu Klux Klan
lynched. and treated as ™ non-citizens” and ~non-peraang
Blacks were restricted and segregated in housing
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employment. education, and every phase of life. These
I_E;wﬁ were upheld By the Supreme Court of the United
1atlges,

Extending owver fifty years in Miami, Dade County,
these confinements impacted every phase of lHe and
profoundly alfected each generation. Artificially portray-
ing social issues 5 ool compatible with contemporary
teaching curriculum trends. Because of their intensity,
these issues are being documentied and their interrela-
tionships interpreted. They are an integral part of the
development of Dade County’s history

Some local history books am beginning to provide
Emiled imformation about black people. Howewer, too
often the mterpretations contimue to show lack of undes-
slanding concerning the black experience. Schoal chil-
dren countywide are fortunate that at the new Historical
Muzeum they will learn abowt Blacks in Sowth Florhds,

The principal exhibll rellects two basic concepts:

1. blacks [Herally budle Miami prior to the nflux of
Cuban and Hadtlan refugees:

2. despite lmiations by lews and customs, black
ptuple 1 Minind dn-.ﬂ"ll:rpd'd avinhle and succesaful
SOMImMuUny.

The children will see the black commumity, histori-

cally called Colored Town, ihe way it was

BY DOROTHY ], FIELDS
Foumnder & Chief Archivist,
Black Archives Foundation
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GATEWAY TO THE NEWWORLD

A t?rnmmd-u boat carried five Cuban refugees to Miami in
1979,

7. GATEWAY TO THE NEWWORLD

The general trend of people moving from rural fo urban
areas comkbined with job availabiity and technological
advancements in transporiation, construction, and other
industries caused South Florida o experience & new sunde
of population growth Rlleesng World War Il The annual
number of foursts in South Florda also incressed tre

mendoushy as people came to visit vear round rather than
just during the winter months, Thousands of efugees,
beginning with the Cuban exodus in the early 19603 and
continuing intc the 19805 with the Haitians. have come to
South Florida seeking a new life. South Florida has be
come a metropolitan commumnity with increasing inleTna-
tional significance in the Americas

ik
CATEWAY TO THE NEW WORLD
The Mussum has a growing contemporary collection which documents the more recent past.
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Research Collections

More Space for Primary Research Collections
Means More Access, More Use, More Growth

BY REBECCA A. SMITH

Curator of Besearch Materials

It is commion knowledge among Ebrarians, archivisis, and
curators that, no matier how large the facility, it is nod big
enough to hold everything. The collection can be only as
large as the space available to store i, 5o the building
determines what will and will not be collected. It is also
universally known, but not always remembered, that ac-
cess 1o and preservation of the collection are directly
related to the design of the faciity and the quaBily of its
construction and furnishings: 1he better the facility, the
Better the callection

The Histarical Assoctations research collections hawve
moved 1o much larger quarters in the new Historical
Museum at the cullural centes, where someday in the
future they will Tl the shelves and drawers. In this new
home, the coflections will not only be bigger, they will also
be better preserved and more accessible.

What i= being collected in the new museum? The
Historieal Assoclation of Sowthern Florida collects mate-
rlal related to the history of South Florida and the Carib-
bean area and material which can be used for the interpre-
tation of the history In those areas. The Tebeau Library
is specialized, one way of using limited space 1o great-
est effect

HASF is concentrating on those primary research
spurces it has ahweys sought, with continuing emphasis
on kconographic records. {Imagine Update or an exhibi
without pictures!t These lconogrmphic sources Include
photographs, negatives, stereographs. circuit photos,
posicards, posters, prints, slides, Mllustrated books and
pamphlets, maps, and architectural dmwl.ngﬁ

HASF will not collect newspapers, for :Im,r an: &
major area of concentration for our new m'gg . the
mmain Miami-Dade Public Library, in s Florida Collection,

One iconographic collection that will grow within the
new research center s the Woodrow W, Wilking Archives of
Architectural Becords. Founded in the spring of 1982 to
honior Woody Wilkins, who among many ather things was
a past HASF board member, the Wilking Archives include
diverse kinds of architeciural records, especially drawings
and plans, Flst file cases will provide space o store these

bulky treasunes; lables, the space to use them.

The Wilkins Archives could not exist withowt their
advizory board, which is composed of representatives of
co-sponsoring organizations nwolved in history and ar-
chiteciure. The board provides nanclal support and as-
sistance in seeking donations 1o the collection. This
cooperative effort for a commaon goal is an exciting mew
direction for HASF and the historc commumity:

Above the new rescarch room is @ mezzanine of the
same size, a Moor between Moors. Here i space at last for
the curatorial aspects of the research collection. o longer
will volunteers and stalf siruggle to record 5,000 recently
acquired negatives, a process which takes weeks, o the
same table where & succession of library visilors may be
irying 1o research a varety of projects requiring moun-
tains of mesources. The workspace on the mezzanine will
give the Tebeau Libsary & place (0 process acquisitions and
conserve holdings, & place where work can be lald oul
unidisturbed for as long as is necessang

Another curatorial aspect of the research callections
Is storage. Siorage has been planned to provide ihe
maximum possible space for collection growth, o Eacili-
tate the prompt retrieval of needed materials, and to pre-
serve the collectlons in space designed for thelr care. The
shelves are sixteen Inches deep, six inches more than
normal library book shelves, In order to accommodate the
archives and manuscripts, whose boxes are usually six-
teen inches deep Something as simple as adequate sheby-
img will make a tremendous difference in access o the
collection and iis ability to grow.

These shelves will provide space for present holdings
and future growth of those parts of the collection valued as
artifacts as well as for their mformational content, and
those materals too delicate to be handled repeatedly by
the browsing visitor — negathves, original photo prisits,
archives, and manuscripis.

Im many warys the move to the new bullding promises
to be a stimulus for the research connections strengiben-
ing and growih.

=
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Artifact Collection

Iterns disappear with changing times. ..
some have found a home in the collection.

BY DAMNIEL 0. MARKLS
Curator of Collections

At a workshop on storage and handling sponsored by the
Smithsonian [nstitution i Washinglon, D.C., Joan An-
drews of the National Museurn of Matural History siated
that she did not know of any museum in the country that
did not have a storage problem. Even the Smithsorndan, the
"Mations Attic” which in the case of some of #ts storage
areas is literally that, has more anifacts than # can store
comifortablhy

The Historical Association of Sowthern Floride's new
museum is unique in that its artifact storage areas, over
2,300 square feet, are able to hold all but some of the very
large objects n its collection. The new museum alse bas
reom for future growth in all collection areas — artifacts, as
well as manuscripts, books, maps, and photographs.

The artifact storage area in the previous museum
confained onby 800 square feet, which were overlowing.
The present artifact collection includes over 7,500 objects,
58 boxes of archaeclogical materals, and almost 400
iterns on loan, Counted among those artifacts are
Tequesta relics, Spanish shipurreck materials, homestead.
ing tools, a 19205 roley, a World War Il practice-bamb,
and a heola-hoop Some large terms like a 1955 Coca-Cola
vending machine, Dr Bascom Palmer's medical chakr, and
an irom cannon from the HMS Winchester were kept inthe
museum’s workshop, Other artifacts have been stoned in
warehouse space provided by Dade County, the Dade
County Records Cenfer, and in a safe deposit box al a
local banlb.

Having encugh reom s not the only fequinernment fof
safeguarding a collection. Climate control, securily, and
accessibility also are necessany for a superior musewm,

Climate control within a museum, mamtaining stable
temperature and humidity levels, is vitally important. Ob-
Jjects that appear o be in good condition may break into a
hundred pleces after golng from a very molst atrmosphene
to & drier one. Even though climate control depends on an
alr-conditloning system, the use of buller materials such
as bleached cotton, acld-free paper, and acid-free
cardboard boxes can help compensate for any failure of
that system bn the storage area The Historical Museum
uses all of these protective devices to supplement is alr
conditioner.

Eifficient climate contrals can neutralize the harmiul
effects of the simospheres temperature and humidily.
Lightimg within museums also must be stricily controlled
with Hght meters and UV (wltra-vialet) filiers. Too much
light or light containing ubirawiclet rays from the sun
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or fluorescent bulbs can make textifes brittle and fade col-
ors. Heat, msects, molds, and micro-onganisms can be
controfled through proper sanftation and effecttve cli-
rhate contral.

The present museurn has bour kevels of security for its
collection. Rems of great monetary value are kepl in a safe
deposit box ai a local bank, Other less valuable objects of
concern am kept in a safe at the museum, The majority of
the artifaci collection is kept in & moom with mited access
and 2 special lock. Large, heavy objects are kept in open
storage areas. The museum also has a burglar alarm,
smicke detectors, a systemn of survelllance cameras, a
sprinkler system and security guards,

The collections, however, still must be available o
research, education, and exhibit purposes. To focififale
availability and to malniain an exact record of the collec-
tion, a standard procedure, known as accessioning, is
fllowed whenever the museum acoeps an artifsct, First i
Is registered on B master list and given an identifying
number; then an accession card, reconding the anifacls
size, shape, weight, color, history, location, and other vital
data is made. Finally the object is Bsted in the subject
catalog. Every artifact in the collection can be found by
its number. ils donor or its uses as hsted in the sub-
Ject catalog.

Once the museum has accepted an object, the con-
servation and preservation of the arifact become the
responsibility of the musewm, Just siting on a shell the
ohject is exposed 1o various sdverse elements in the
environment such as atmosphere, Hght, heat, vibration,
insects, molds and micro-organismas,

The single greatest source of damage 1o objects,
however, is 8 human being. Humans have a natural tend-
ency to touch objects and the most important rule of
conservalors is that “nothing should be touched without
reason and then for the shortest time compatible with the
task,” Other rules inchsde no esting. smoking, or drinking
near artifacts; plan any mowve ahead of time; do not hurny
and handle each object as though it wene the most valu-
able one in the museum’s collection,

Collecting artifacts, photographs, and documenis is
an integral part of the museum’s operation. The Assocla-
tions acquisition policy states that “the Historical Associa-
fion of Southern Florida collecls material related Lo the
history of South Florida and the Caribbean area. bt also
collects material which can be used for the Interpreiation
of the history to those areas”™

The museun’s staff abways i happy when people
bring in their possessions or those of their parents, grand-
parents, or greak-grandparents for consideration as dona-
tions. The museum needs materials from all eras of Flori-
da's history. Today there ks one from which the Association
is particularly soliciting donations — the posi-World War [
era — because the museumn has few artifacts from the
19505 through the 1970s. Most people do not realize that
poodle skirts, crinolines, circle ping, peace symbols, draft
cards, Mehru jackets, ten-speed bikes, or running shoes
have historic significance.

The museurmn also wants things that are associ-
ated with businesses and institutions from the sarme era.
Pickin® Chicken, the Big Wheel, Jimmy's Hurricane, and
Billy's Drive-In were local “hangouts™ for high school siu-
dents. University of Miami freshman beandes, Burdine’s
snow princess desserts, canved coconut heads, and
stuffed alligaiors for towurisis are artifacts,

As curator of collections, my &im i (o mprove the
gquantity and the quality of the artifact collection through
active solicitation and continued implermentation of the
most modem curatorial standards and techniques. Cer-
Lﬂl‘r’l[‘\" the Associations present quarters will be a great

elp.
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John James Audubons
“Birds of America’

The Birds of Amerlca 5 & set of 435 prints contaiming
1065 life-sized bird poriraits published by John James
Audubon between 1826 and 1838, Over '.E';I:'l',.' de pict birds
painted in Florida, The original artwork was iransfisrmed
inte copper plate engravings by Bobert Havell, Jr After
being printed on double-clephant (nearly 30 by 40 inches)
Whatman handmade drawing papes, @ach print was oodl-
ored by hand, Only about 200 complete sets were made,
and fewer than 150 exist 1oday

The Historbcal Museum of Southern Florida is proud
i hieve ome of only a few complete Sets on public display
lis mcgudsition in 1981 was made possible through a
generaus donation to the Historical Association of South
ern Flarida Endowment by Me Mitchell Woltson, It

Pelican Booby Gannet [Brawn Booby|

American Flamingn
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“La Florida”

BY ANN McCOY

In “La Flarida” Ann MeCoy combines historical arifacts,
coslumes, syimbaols, Mgures and landscape in a dreamilike
image. Studying Joha James Awvdubon’s palntings In
Florida led her o se¢ the state as “a paradise full of birds, a
timeless Garden of Eden” before European cheilizatborn,
More than 30 native birds inhabit the mural. The central
figure is a symbol of Mative American spirit and culture.
The rituals depicted reflect the peoples sense of harmony
with the environment. The beach scene s reconstrucied
from photographs taken at Matheson Hammock Park. The
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unusual shadowless lght unifying the work is predawn,
found by the artist during excursions, ot time by boad, to
study local Bght conditions. Shell pendants, masks and
vessels are from the Historical Museum's collection

Ann McCoy (b Boulder, CO 1846, BRA Universiy of
Colorado, MFA Unbwersity of California af Los Angeles)
utifized her intenests in anthropology and archaeclogy in
her research br the painting, commissioned for 350,000
in January 1982, completed in Aprll 1983 and dedicated in
December 1983, The mural, which is ten feet by twenty-
wight feef, was commissioned by the Dade County Art in
Public Flaces program that provides awork ol ar for a new
public building from 015 per cent of construction cost of
the building.
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The new Historical Museum
of Southern Florida
at the Metro Dade Cultural Center

MUSEUM HOURS:

Monday-Friday — 10-6 pm
Thursday—1 pm to 9 pm

Saturday—10 am to 5 pm
Sunday —12 noon to 5 pm

ADMISSION:

Adults—$3.00 Children—6-12 $2.00

Members enter free

How to get here:

Southbound on 1-95: Use left lane Miami
Ave. exit. Go left on Miami Ave. Go left on SW
2nd St. Go right on SW 1st Ave. Go left on
Flagler St. Museum is on right.

Northbound on 1-95: Use N'W. 2nd 5t exit.
Make a right on N'W. 2nd St. Make a right on
MW 2nd Ave. Museum will be on left.

1, 2, 3, suggested parking.

THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM
OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA

101 WEST FLAGLER STREET
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33130
TELEPHONE (305) 375-1492
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rand winner, however was

homasina Morris, a HASF member
and UM graduate 5She is the
d ter the late Hart Morris,
bas 1 and assistant football
coach at UM from ‘37 to 54
Thomasina found the words in the
1927 Ibls yearbook Mo yearbook
since has printed them. Herewith:

Southern suns and shy-blue water

Smile upon you, Alma Mater,

Mistress of this fruitful land,

With all knowledge ot your hand,

Alvways just, 1o honor true,

All aur love we pledge io you.

Alma Mater, stand forever,

Omn Biscayne's wondrous shone.

It is hoped that by the time the
next gathering of a group takes
place, the words will be sung loud
and clear and the la-la-lujah chorus
will b left to Handel.

Go Canes!

A LHISTOIRE!
“FParlez-vous F.I"!.I"lf'ﬂfﬁ‘ madame?"
“Sescuser, un peu.
And a fragile Frm:h connection had
been made.
Madame Francols Lauchery of

Chantilly, France was on an
American tour and while she had
free time in Miami had come to the
museum in search of information of
a man named D'Hedouville who
may have been in the area around
the turn of the century, she thought.
Peu tetre | can help?

Notl. Butamong Lemon City, The
Commodore’s Story and Biscayne
Emﬂmmuldbtﬂin A call to Dr.
Thelma Pefers. Dn you have amy
clues about . . " and an exclted

Kaepth.trnlhzm untl]Igelum
Better yel, let me speak to ﬂ'uzrindy

An arrangement was mace for the
next afterncon. Madame Lauchery is
the director of a small museum In
Chantilly of which the D'Hedouville
family are benefactors. She knew
that one of the family had migrated
to Wyoming to anch and because of
delicate health had settled in South
Florida.

Dr. Peters could help. She had
whrittem about the count, who had
been part of a French colony in the
area associated with the nnings
of Gesu Church. He was -
tather of Mathilde Knowles. who
been in Llemon City in
1888, Dr, Peters had researched the

count at Duke Unhversity and had in
her possession a letter from the
count, given to her by a Lemion City
resident. In addition, she was able (o
show Madame rmnli_grm jchures
and a photocopy of the gentleman's
obituary, Dr. Peters also supplied
other places of reference.

In return, although Madame
Lauchery was unable o answer too
many questions she did fill in fami-
by details and parted with a promise
10 BnswWer as of Thelma's ques-
tions as she could after she returned
home. She also extended an invitia-
tion to wisit

Farewells were said and in due
course a letter arrived from Madame
seving "We have so terrible storm
and rain that it was impossible to
take picture of the nice village of
Hedouville. But | promise you to
send to you as soon as possible. Mrs.
de Hedouville has letiers from Jean
de Hedouville, but these letters are
in her country house. She will take
ﬂmhm:rptﬂ for you as soon as possi-

!rl

Eu:qnw a firm French connection
n made.

Viva la France. Viva la HASE
—ALICE P WILLEY .




