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For 480 years people have been mapping
this finger of land called Florida. The maps
change. The land changes. The perception of
the land by those who people it changes.

The opening exhibit at the new Historical
Museum gives people a chance to look back
as they go about the business of thinking for-
ward. Its curator is Miamian Joseph H. Fitz-
gerald, an avid and knowledgeable map col-
lector. He has assembled his exhibit of Florida
and the Caribbean maps from private and
public collections and hopes it will encourage
donations to the museum’s collection of maps,
particularly nineteenth century maps.

Fitzgerald is a curative man. Not only does
he tend the development of an exhibit, he
tends the healing of the body as a physician
and has tended the strengthening of the
Historical Assoclation of Southern Florida as
its president
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AROUND
THE
MUSEUM

The rains came on Friday, April
I3, but 50 did the people, among
them the state’s governor and of-
ficials of the city, county and state
The Historical Museum on the Plaza
became & reality. People liked what
they found

Druring the opening weekend, the
croweds at one point reached legal
capaclty, necessitating a temporany
closing of doors

The annual meeting May &
brought together members of the
HASF family in their own meeting
room. These members, who had
faithiully supporied the association
despite setbacks, toured the gallery,
shopped ai the Indies Company and
shared the exciternent and delight of
the museum. All doubts of moving
"downtown” were dispelled.
Metrorail opening drew another
capacity weekend

Mid-Meay it was the Commodone’s
family who came, the deseendants
of Ralph Munroe, whose The Com-
modore’s Story was written for his
daughier Patty and son Wirth. Patty
Munroe Catlow with her daughter
Marilyn and Wirth's wife Mary Mon-
ree ‘Wwith her sons William and
Charles and Charles’ wife Mimi
toured the building The museum's
younger staff were enchanted with
thern and found oul thai they were
actually meeting living history, Wil-
Harm and Charles having grown up
at "The Barnecle”, now & state
LIS

The Bamacle family was pleased
with what it found. Mary Munroe
declared that one visit was most cer-

tainly not enough and that she
would be back. Palty, who for many
wyears wolunteered tn the gift shop,
sajd: "It was 20 different from what
I extpected. It's very unususl and
tremendods!

The small stafl of a decade ago has
become a sizeable extended family
A museum that had been totally
covered on weekends by one super-
visor has spawned a weelend staff
of eight plus volunteers. The regular
weekday staff of the museum also
has grown and has been augmented
by ten teachers and museum aides
plus more valuable volunteers

The new group Includes the
museum aldes and floor managers
(e Bright woung men who cover a
myried situations deftly and effi-
cienily), The newcomers have back-
grounds in history, political science
or ar, some are teachers, one is a
writer and they are providing a well-
rounded and knowledgeable stafl

Although Museum History
Mysteries! is not available ai The In-
dies Cuﬂlpan'l'_ {har museum’s Eil-t
shop, it is HASF's most widely cir-
culafed publication, Schoel fourth
graders are introduced in this grade
io Florida history and each child is
Fil'ﬂ'l'l. a copy of History Mysteries!
for classroom preparation before a
visit 1o the museum.

The |6-page booklet! includes
games (unscrambling letlers to pro-
vide the ward for which a definition
is given), answers 12 questions like
“What iz a museumn?’, and a story of
the trolley car and its restoration

Three museum stall members
have reached celebrity status be-
cause their plctures are used to

Cantinoes on page 15

Movers and
shakers gather on
Flagler Street and
Miam| Avenue in
front of Brady's
store. Time s
1901, See Letters
elumin far
idantification,

LETTERS

This pichure was taken abourt [900
in fromt of Brady's Grocery Store at
the corner of what is now Flagler
Street and Miami Avenove (Avenue D
and [2th Street). The men are, from
ledfl, Charles Burkner, E. L. Brady,
George Rumph, Frank Whanton, im
Hawglns, im “Boss™ Clopdon, John
Gardner, 5 A Rutherford and R, E
WeDonald

i found this piciure among my
father's pictures (Lem T, Cloplon), Jim
Brown Clopton, "Boss” was my
father's uncle

{ was born in Miami in 1919 in a
house at 815 W Flagler Street. [ have
a picture of it probably made at the
time. My parents were John H. and
Zada Schieucher. My sisters live in
Mlami—fane C Hall and Betty 5
Crerry,

Peggy 5 Clopton (Mrs. William)
PO Box 450228
Atlanta, GA 30345

The picture faken in fromt of
Brady's store made its way to HASF
frem Atlanta after it had been sent
there in 1983 by Peggy Clopton’s
niece, Suzanne Lurry Jones, who
was helping her mother, Bettye 5
Curry, pack up to move. Battye's hus-
band Tommy had died November
13, 1982 and Beirye needed to move
frarm the home she had Bnown 35
years. The house on W Flagler Street
and 30th Avenue had been built by
a German builder i the "20s.

Suzanne Curry Jones wrote about
the development of Tommy's Boat
YWard in the October 1979 issue of
Update. She and her mother are
founts af Miamiana, with Suzanne
mentioning the Magee sisiers, Bessie
and Mamie, who operated a bawdy

Continees on page 5




Plans
Plans
Magic
Plans

BY ELIZABETH PEELER

Everyone who moves to Miami has
a dream. Some have plans. Mamy
plans have been proposed for the
city. Many have materialized. Some
hawe nod. But there is no diminution
As early as 1827, Richard Fitzgerald
bought land and planned to build a
fine colonial mansion of native
stone, bul this auspicious start for the
city was thwarted by the Seminole
Wars. Julia Tuttle had great plans,
and disposed of her land in aliemate
lots 5o as to facilitate them. Many of
her plans succeeded
he :narm: of Magic City has been
mcognized as appropriate almost
from the E)gqnnl:rlg of settlernent
here. The | Cfficial Directory of
the City of Miaml includes the state-
ment: (p. BY=-88)
Springing up as il by magic
and appropriately called from
the beginning the “Magic
City," Miami fumnished
perhaps the only instance on
record im which & full fledg-
ed clty came info existence at
ane bound without first hay-
ing been a fown. A city that
was never a town is a unique
product of American hustle
[t I= mot possible o poriray or even
to name all the proposals and plans

Portion of The Miaml News weekly featune
lll-lmi: “The 'I'l'llr We Were™ by Editor
Pelican lsland, July 30,
EE}!hHlﬂ proposed mine Elands in
Biscayne Bay and Chamber of Commence
approval.

Elizabeth H. Peeler, who proofreads
Opdate, has tumed suthor this issue,
delving into microfilm.

o Thae SMbgeni Dl Mews amd Medropodia.
Jufs I8, FRM)

MIAMI CHAMBER
GIVES APPROVAL
OF BAY ISLANDS

ivrectors Act For Formatlon
of Bedter Bualfess
Boureau

dppraval of 15e Misml Chamiter of Com-
sl Wi given the propoied Sullding af sine
arsds in Bacwyrs bay nbsth of Venrtsan [s-
landi whem directsds of thd chamber in regeiar
merting Mondsy nighi wuird on laves 1]

n

fAftbon of the dirsciom cxme wlier & feler-
ndem ol the chamber's micmbreabip i wed §
wole of 288 & 104 |6 favor of Ahe grojct. The
voed werd goranisd w150 meeling

The directary, refused (0 po beyond the sn.
sy expressed In (e referendum wien they
declineg ip sdop! Froerdvilians pressnled by 1he
Mliarsi Eral FAase Board o regolace widits of
rreris e fdewaiog, shapy of 1hr lalisdi, apdl
provide irew usr of 1B §iiers. bowlevands and
eld s By 1he public

Tha refarendum balkd Beleinl LFgimeeTs
Tor ared gassal Lhe propecr

Esigtllahmeni of 8 Mlami Deifer BadlGris
Bureay wis sasiiped @ Chee direcion meeiing,
wiseti 'Walier Sreni Mgelow, Lon Wirth Croew
amd M. Fullman were aSpdatied & § COMmiL-
bee Lo Laks bEmsdiane steps o bring shout the
prgmslnaiion of mch g Buteau. A Sesber of 1he
naficnad vipilatos commiinee of Che Assoaigied
Advertising Clubs of the Workd l Bo asme hefe
In SepienSer 1o belp of ganlee Lie Buresy
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yROPOIED PAN.AMERICAN Iﬂ.ﬂ,EE_}ilf??— ‘ 4

Pricr to World War Il plans were made 1o establish a Pan American Trade Mart on Wat-
SO0 IEIaN., |nem sews)

MIAMI SKYLINE OF 1996
By Frasxs MoALEER, Anbisg

City of Miami's 50th anniversary in 1946 featured scale model of proposed downtown
Miami skyline of 1996, jaasr)

PROPPOSED 11-STORY RAIL TERMINAL FOR FEC

Firvaied §snroarse Woanld {aver Travks

Architect Charbes Mieder's plan for the FEC station In 1996 has an elevated concourse
covering tracks where Metrorall now runs. mas

CTLERE A TG FII.'ll THIR
- :ﬂ: e

In 1946 50th anniversary program The
Miami News published shetch of propos-
od expansion of News Tower similar to re-
cent hotel plans. wase;

which have been made for this area.
Perhaps photographs of some will
characterize the unbelievable efforts
that have been made to enhance the
Magic City. The plans of Carl Fisher,
Cearge Merrick and Glenn Curtiss, to
name a few, hove influenced the
development of the area in a [asting
manner. Others have been less suc-
cessful, but still others will not die
and are reintroduced, changed or
n, over and over again. Many of the
plans have dealt with development
in the bay. Perhaps even more with
the bayshore.

One plan which was approved by
the Miami Chamber of Eummtmr.
but which fortunately for the life of
Biscayne Bay did nol develop was
the idea put forward in 1925 to build
a series of residential islands from
north 1o south in the middie of the
bay, connecting them with a road-
way to be called The Camponile,
which intersected Venetian Cause-
wiay on Dilide Island,

About 15389 a Pan AmeTican trade
mart was proposed for construction
in the bay on land connected with
the County Causeway [(now Mchr-
thur) in the vicinity ul'11:|i'atsun Islpnd
The 1939-1945 War probably put an
end to that plan. But an amusement
(or theme) park on Watson Island is
still talked of today.

In 1946, when the City of Miamit
celebrated iis SOih anniversary, an
exhibition was mounted al Baylfront
Auditerium. Chief among the ex-
hibits was a three-dimensional
miodel for the proposed development
of dowrtewens Miamd, “Miamd Skeyline
of 1986" by Frank Mchleer, artist,
was & Jdd-foot panoramic scale
m=del.

Looking from west to east (from
the river o the bay) in the foreground
was a civic recredtional center, and




Interama

Projection of proposed In-
terama complex supérim-
posed on asrial photograph of
the tract. e Mo

In 1950 a group of influential Miamians, led by Dr. William H. Walker. announced plans for the development of a

permanent Inter-American Cultural and Trade Center on the Graves Tract in North Miaml Beach. The major thrust of
the “Interama’ project was intended to “symbolize the friendship, peace, securily, solidarity and understanding which
can only be achieved through a mass intermingling of the peoples. And Miami is the logical spot, geographically, for
such a mingling” Although the idea was kept alive for 25 years, the ambitious project was never butlt. In 1875, however,

Florida International University opened a campus on the site, making at least one part of the dream come true.

— ARVA PARES

at the left foreground, The Great
Solar Turbo Electric Cenerating Piant
“This system Is the economical
source of our electric power. [deally
situated in Miami, this great plant,
working 365 days each year, would
supply the city and the couniry for
mgi1|-|.m around, with cheap power ard
light.”

A building in the center with "iis
own landing field on top for
girplanes of tomorrow is a great
rading center where commodities of
all manufacturers might be purchiss-
ed. It contains everything from an
orange juice drinking fountain to a
completely statfed hospital”

In the program for this exhibition,

the Miami News took an advertise-
ot que with a proposed enlarge-
ment of the News Tower with a
skyscraper wrapped around it.

Isa, & proposal for a ill-sl-ané ber
miinal 1o be built on the site of the
FEC station provided an elevated
concourse with parking space for
several thousand cars, East-west
overpasses would keep traffic
maoving on Flagler Street, SW First
and Second Streets and NW First,
Fourth, and Fifth Streets. This plan
wias delineated by Architect Charles
P Nieder of Miami. [ admittedly con-
ficted with the master city plan of
thint day which called for the reloca-
tion of the FEC station 1o NW 14th

Sireet, and for the right-of-way south
of that point to become Pan Ameri-
can Overseas Boulevard, Today this
site houses the cullural center and

![_I-E&E:m-rmmem center, and AM-
stops in Hialeah!

In 1960, the Dade County plan-
ning department issued its “Magic
City Plan” for a cultural and trade
center on the Miamiarina site. Bui
instead of the Magic City Center,
Miamarina was bulll and opened in
1970, The proposed culiural cenfer
was then designated for Chopin
Plaza and Ball Point. Today we see
the new Pavillon Hotel and South-




east Bank Bullding on that site, and
read of the plan for “Bayslde” which
will cover 20 acres of Bayfront Park
around the Marina

In 1973, the Cliy of Miami issued
"Dewrnitown Miamd, 1973-1985, an
and Zoning

Plan” which was to improve the area
from the Miami River norih o [-305,
with a new “in-town residential come
mumnity” o be located north of the
Community College campus. This
| area o be known as Biscayne West
was also the site irvolved in anar-

Urban Development

Aerial of Bayfront Park taken In 1967, me st serwet

Voo B ot

. —-.-.J

Photograph of model by Greek planner CA, Doxladis covering same park area, Two shaded
buildings ate the two existing hi-rises in photograph above. ime s ress

chitectural competition to mark the
1.5 Bicentennial in 1976, The plan
has had many transformations, but
will not die, and may yet become a
reality.

Baylront Park has been the oblect
of plans since its sotl was first dred
ed up from Biscayne Bay Hard-
fought batiles by some citizens
brought about the construction of the
building for the public library there,
and no sooner was it in use than
alternate plans for the site were in-
troduced. In 1968, Greek expert, Dr
C. A. Doxiadis prepared elaborate
plans for the redesign of Bayfront
Park and also the downtown govern-
ment cenfer, which was to include
the area from SE First Streel to NW
Fifth Street west of Miami Avenue

This plan went by the weayside
Then a Japanese architect, lsamu
Moguchi prepared a plan for the
park. To date this plan has not been
begun, but the new building for the
public library is located in the cul-
tural center, and some disposition
will soon be required of the old
bBuilding in the park.

Has Miami had more unrealized
plans and dreams than the average
city? It would seem not. It's just that
Miaml's history has been so short
and things have happened so fast
that we are more aware of the con-
tinuous changes. One authority has
stated that it usually takes ten years
from the time the [dea is barm until
its fruition. Another expent points out
that without adequate and actual
financial backing, plans can not
materialize no matter how good they
are. To which the former adds, mot
all plans should come o completion.
But what would the city be like with-
out the visionary projects that have
materialized in our seventy-seven
vears? [t is indeed a Magic City.

= !- -1 {1:;- -._- | .
Latest plan for Bayfront Park ks the Rose
companys { Floa Slimsd b
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Cocomnut Paim trees planted on Commodore William Matheson's plan-
tation on Koy Biscayne were still flourishing in 1944 when this pic-
ture was tAkEN. rero e Dty Bamer saliction |

5|:‘b-:'&|r1.=~'. |!-::-n||'.!|'.'-:'{'.-\._ {heme |:x'||[-!'.-'.. Lo
vention centers and sixty-five-story
highrises impel today’s Big
Dicamers. Back in the early days
there was no less dreaming, it was
just different; then b sprang from the
il

South Florida's first industry was
the manufacture of arrowreat starch
fromi the roots of a native cycad,
coontie, a process pioneers learmed
from the Indians. As early as 1855
a large mill with many éemployees
was operating on the Miami River, its
product, worth aboul eight cents a
pound, was sold in Key West and
Havana and wsed as a substitute for
wheat Hour, for puddings, or for
thickening gravies. In 1926 the sup-
ply of roots was running out and
when the hurricane of that year
destroved the last mill the industry
came o an end

A century ago, and before the
rallmad came o South Florida,
plneapples wene growrn for the north-
ern mmarket. The frult held up well
enough to survive the trip o markel
by sailboat or the occasional steamer
Eveniually competition with Cuba
and Hawall and the bad freere of
1917 Blasted the pineapple business

Rauoan Conpany,

Tobaceco, which had dona wall in the Tallabasses arca fos
mamy years, was promated by the rallroad as a good crop

for early South Florida sottbers, s

The Long Gone Dreams

BY THELMA PETERS

A headline in the Miaml Moralng
News-Recard, February 26, 1909,
read; ANOTHER GREAT INDUSTEY
ASSURED FOR DADE COUNTY =&
castor oil company was coming. Cas-
tor oil. then & well-known and —
tgh! — repulsive laxative, had lange-
Iy been supplied by beans grown in
Indie, But the shrubbsy tree-like plani
with ||Lrg|.1 medallion leaves and
elusters of knobby pods had been in-
treduced e South Florida where i1
:u.;'s?rnl_d |} thetve, That much todted
company did not even get off the
ground nat in 1900

But then came Wordd War One
The entry of the United States inio
the war boomed aviation and the
aeroplane engine of that time re-
quired castor oil [t became the
patriotic duty of farmers of the
warmer states to raise castor baans.
By 1918 Dade County had 1500
acres in castor beans. When the ar-
my worm attacked some of the fields
Boy hcouls were recruited to go up
and down the rows plucking worms
off and dropping them into cans of
kerosene. The crop was saved

Before the crop could be harvest-
ed, howewver, the war ended Maore
than that; a new aercplane engine

had been developed which did nod
require castor oil, Farmers were lefi
with a crop not even worth harvesi-
ing. They demanded redress from
the federal government (mot yet a
common procedure) and eventually
up to 5000 Florida farmers did
recebhre something, best described as
“nigdard.

As tor the plants themselves they
fookt to the woods, the fence-rows
and canal banks, and are today
snread all around the county. Admire
them but don't eat the seeds which
are polsonous.

Also during Werld War One there
was & shortage of cotton and Dade
County farmers not into castor beans
e unged to plant sen tland colion
& long-staple variety resistant to boll
weevil, and one which had been
demonatrated during the 19th cen-
tury to grow well in South Florida
Farmers responded and produced
!l:I'-.:lT |!'||.|:|:'.|.‘|.rl::|J. Bepes ol [mialifain rjl_'|'|'
harvested. But thers was no local gin
o remove the seeds and the demand

Thelma Peters can produce an arti-
cle about Miami on almost any given
subject This one cropped up with &
little harcowing



Castor Bean was a hard luck crop during the ten years i was pro-
moted In South Florida. The industry falled but the bean flourish-

ed in vacant lamd, wazr

fell with the end of the war The
farmers prompily gave up cotton and
went back 1o raising vegetables for
the northermn market, sometimes lu-
crative, sometimes a lesing gamble

Among early homesteaders
Gerrman-born Frederick Matthais of
Lemon City raised, processed and
smoked his own tobacco Charles
Crear, whose father homesteaded the
property which today is Omnl, rals-
ed, dried, ground and drank his own
coffee g [ate as Woeld War 1. Far a
time, beginning in 1904, there was
a fannin faciory on the Miami River
making tannic aclid, a product wsed

in procesaing leather, fromn mangrowve
trees. When the supply of irees
dwindled in the Miami area the fac-
tory was moved 10 Shark Biver on
the southwest coast where it limped
along untl 1923 and came to an
end.

On Key Biscayne early in this cen-
wry Commodore Willlam John
Matheson, developed his own per-
sonal paradise on one of the world's
most beautiful tropical Islands, and
that included & coconut plantation
with 4,000 trees. The plantation
gave employment o many people
even I it did not always operate al

Pineapples wene grown in South Flarkda before the radlroad came,
making the trip to northern markets by boat. & 1917 freeze
destroyed the crop. puwse)

a profit. When the Rickenbaclker
Causeway made the island accessi-
ble o everybody the island paradise
and s great coconut plantation fefl
to development

Cotton, castor beans, coffes, coon-
tie, coconuts — they inspired real
dreams in their day — dreams now
faded oway, But that does not mean
there is an end to dreaming about
what the soll will produce [n future
A recent suggestlon: water chesinuis
The Everglades is sald to be ideal fiog
them and bebween mowvelle cuisime
and orental dishes the markei
should be gond

Coontie was South Florida's first crop. The Indians taught the

Hmmhmmmﬂh R Ptk [ atvey Flassier el |

Mangrowe
Was used

Py i o
o o o L e

trees were usad to make tannic acid in
in processing leathar. jrasr

—

1904. The acid



UPDATE #

Assets or Menaces?

Exotics

BY ZANNIE MAY SHIPLEY

[t bedan as a chance remark at dinner one night:

"When my hushand and 1 came to South Florida, the
only cattle egreis we saw were in the Everglades, Now
I'm seeing them on Granada Boulevard, at ihe Gables
bus station, and even on the 79th Street Causeway” The
others around the table added more locations and from
this the conversation expanded 1o other exotic birds,
animals and fish

We treat these foreigners as curiosities but in their own
nw.;'tr:un? are as menacing as the water hyacinth and
the Melaleuca. Florida's lakes and canals now teem with
twenty-nine newly established species of imported fish.
The best known of course is the walking catfish. When
these were imported from Thailand in 1960's, they
were litile two-lnch aguarium charmers and no one
knew they could walk But one night a heavy rain fell
on a fish farm and they walked away. Now they have
been seen crossing the Tamiami Trafl on thelr weny fo
Everglades National Park. They will eat anyithing, In-
cluding other fish, and dominate any pond they cocugpy,
Mo program of eradication works; if a pond is peisoned
they simply walk sway

Another ominous aquarium fish gone native is the
bBlack acara, a pugnacious, rapid-breeding species from
South America. When it was supers in popularity
by other exotics, large numbers were dumped and now
ran lhmugji_'mm much nﬂiﬂﬁ;ulh Florida, Unlih&tbuﬁ
and crappie. lor instance, spawn every maonth an
are ferociously territorial. They eat the young of other
Es!'lu-. and if you put vour hand info the water, they'll

il you,

You thought that undesirable trait belonged mainly to
iranhas, didn't you? Well, we have piranhas too. T
ave been found in a Dade County rock pit and in some

canals, and are still being imporied illegally for the
agquarium black market where they bring 540 a fish.
Again they ultimately get dumped and if enough sur-
vive on their own they can become established. Ere
are the "Rock Pit Rangers” of yesteryear? (There was once
a contest that called upon elementany students as “Roclk
Pit Rangers” to make up a slogan that would wam
against the dangers of swimming in reck pits and canals.}

Exotic animals have been introduced into South
Florida for seemingly sound reasons, only to become
pesis. The giani toad, Bufo marinus, was imported o
combat sugar beetles in the cane flelds, but it turned oud
they eat anything—bugs, garbage, and especially pet
food—and their poison can be lethal to small dogs. The
toads in Miami backyards are descendants of escapees
from a damaged crate at Miami International Airport.

Another population explosion resulted when a small
boy = a single giant African snail into Miami,
shorthy glant snails were eating everything in sight, in-
cluding the palnt off of houses,

The western black-tailed jpckrabbiis that frolic on the
runways al the sirport were brought in to train
ﬁr:}rhnunds to chase rabbits, but in the way of rabbits

r population could explode if they reach the
pasturelands of our cattle couniry.

i g 1y .
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Catile Egret: at home abroad. ;s cooper sketch)

5o far imporied lizards, some of them stowaways on
freighters, other used for scientific studies, seem to pose
no threat to the native lizards, although the large, vivid
green, Cuban knight's anole may crowd out our smaller
chameleon chased by generations of small boys.

This, of course, is the tragedy: when the exolics thrive,
native species become ;

Birds seem 1o pose the least problem. The range of
the cattle b o to maritime Canada,
although the confirmed sightings were in Maine and
Florida in 1852, It is pretty generally agreed now that
the bird midrated from Spain to South America to Florida
and found conditions acceptable from the Texas Guif
Coast to Canada without forcing out other birds.

The spotted-breasted oriole has delighted Miamians
since 1949, although its origin is still the source of many

conflicting stories by bird-waichers, Even Tory
Peterson, the ornithologist, lists it as "esca " in his
bird boaks,

Mo such mystery surmounds the scarlet ibis. Carter
Bundy arranged to obtain twenty-four eggs from Trinidad
end placed them in the nests of the white fbises at
Greynolds Park. Some hybrids from this experiment still
nest there, but Jim King, a Dade County naturalist,
reports that the birds are a washed out pink or salmon
pink, and the whole family flies away before the young
pass the juvenile stage. Two have been sighted on the
mud flats at Flamingo, one with a brown neck!

More troublesome—they are noisy and potentially
hazardous to Florida's economy—are the parrots and
parakeets that occupy the royal palms from Dinner Key
to the Tamiamd Trail. These are escaped cage birds that
are flourishing in our area. Dr. Oscar Owre, & Universi-
ty of Miami omnithologist, warned In 1973 that the par-
rois mdght be fying “Hme bombs” “They hawe extremely
strong jaws; they can bite right into oranges. | don’t see
anything to stop them from getting Info our citrus
groves.” 5o far they heve not reached central Florida but
they are causing grief to Dade County mango growers,

Dr. Owre points out that the introduction of exotic trees
and planis in our landscape has made it possible for the
tmported birds who escape to become established be-
ham-e they find food d::}ﬁ‘ﬁn:dh:m ﬂmmum habitat,

2 cites the explosion e red-winged bulbur popula-
tion from India which may endanger the habitat of our
native mockingbird. He suggests that we might adopt a
phil not introducing any species of plant or
animal which if meleased might compromise the
ecasysiem.

Since the peninsula of Florida is a geologlcally recent
land foundation it could be said all flora and fauna have
bt lately found a home here. Compared with nature's
slower methods, though, our human Interference is dis-
FIdEE'rtg-.Md unbalanced, and it is happening alarming-

v often.

Zannte May Shipley scored a home rum in this lssue. See
alzo her trilogy starting on page 13.




Crocodile Hole, small mangrove canopied bay along Indlan Creek. First crocodile in North America found here ot end of 19th century,
Alligator was known in Florida from time of discovery, s

Prophesies

Some Came True, Some Did Not; Most Were Ignored
BY JEANNE BELLAMY

Let's look at & few of Florida's doomseyers, They've been
at it for more than 50 VEATS Come of their dire prn:.hp'hrcl;ieg
heve come trie Others have not. Mainly they were
ignored

Threats visible 1oday were not in sight carlier. Neither
were happenings which may brighten the future of South
Florida's outdoors

First & sampling of jeremiads

In 1920, Charles Torrey Simpson's book, In Lower
Florida Wilds, recorded his observations: “From 1882 o
886 | made my home on the southwest coast of the state
and have lived near Miami since 1902, When | first came
o the state the greater part of Lower Florida was an un-
broken wilderness Today most of its hammocks are
destroyed, the streams are belng dredged out and deepen-
ed, the Evergdlades are nearly dralned; even the pine forests
are being cul down.”

Simpson mourned the changes he witnessed, "There
is something very distressing in the gradual passing of the
wilds, in the desiruction of the forests, the draining of the
swamps and lowlands, the transforming of the prairies
with their wonderful wealth of bloom and beauty, and in
its place the coming of civilized man with his unsightly
constructions—his struggles for power, his vulgarity and
pretensions”

He also had a clear view of the future: “Soon this vasi
lonely, beautiiul waste will be reclaimed and tamed. soon
it will be furrowed by canals and highways and spanned
boy steel rails | In place of the cries of wild birds there
will be heard the whisile of the lacomotive and the honk
of the autarmobile’

Next came John Hunleel Small with his 1929 book, From
Eden to Sahara—Florida's Tragedy He had visited the

stafe in 1916 and returned in 1922 for a tour of botanical
exploration. He found that “the wholesale devasiation of
the plant covering, through carelessness, thoughilessness
and vandalism, in the Peninsular State, was everywhene
apparent This rechless, even wanton, devastation
has now galned such headway that the futire of North
America's most prolific paradise seems 1o spell DESERT

Small specificelly denounced the demage wrought by
fire. He pointed out that burning destroys the humus, the
organic portion of soil formed by the partial decomposi-
tion of vegetable or animal matter. Such humus, including
the black muck of the Everglades, is a source of food for
plants

Thie illustrations in Small’s book are “before” and “after
photegraphs of vegetation as he first saw it, then after fire
or land-clearing

"Local hammocks or pinelands might restore themselves
in comparatively short periods,” he wrote, "Bt the Lake
Dheechober TEFI-:!IH right teke & milllon years.”

At the end of his slim volume, Small quotes two very
early visitors under the heading of "Prophecies” The first
is Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, who arrived in 1528 and
wrote angrily of the Indian practice nfuﬁin? fire to wipe
out mosquitoes and root out small animals for food. The
second is John Bartram, the first American botanist, who
came 1o Florida in 1765, Bartram deplored the custom of
G?l:ﬁim‘ls of his day in setting fires in the pinewoods near
the Florida border

Small's exploration in 1922 found no trace in the wild
of two preseni-day menaces—the Melaleuca and the

Jeanne Bellamy not ondy writes about Florida's water prob-
lems, she participates in efforis 1o solve them
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John Small, who first visited Florkda in 1916 and returned in 1922, revisited Crocodile Hole, which he described on facing page, with
above picture showing change, s

Schinus, often called the Brazilian pepper or the Florida
holly. The now-dreaded Melaleuca had landed around
190, Tt was intreduced proudly by John Gifford, forester,
who recorded in 1912; "My trees are now 12 10 18 feet
inn height, and | received the seeds in a letter from Dr
Maiden in Sydney, Australia, about three years ago.”

Gifford's own voice turned out to be an uncertain trum-
pet. His enthusiasm for dm:inirl;? the Everglades was al-
most as strong 85 his espousal of planting Melaleucas. In
1911, he wrote: "I is more than a dralnage scheme alone,
since, by means of dams and locks, the water {able may
be kept at all times just where it is needed for irrigation
purposes,” He later changed his mind and op canal

igging. Instead, he favored planting trees, especially the
ific, fast-growing Melaleuca.

“Now close to a quarter-century after its introduction,
Gifford wrote in Ten Trustworthy Troplcal Trees, “this tree
haes gradually crepd into 115 own and will probably in a
very short time, with just a linle help, change the land-
scape of the wet, mucky lands of South Florida . The
natural method of drainage is by the use of trees. Eve
tree is an efficient pump which nevwer needs repairs or fue
for power”

Hi= 1911 forecast on another point proved a mistake
“The sofl |5 usually a black muck, in places several feet
in thickmess . Although it will shrink some, | doubt
if the 3hrl11l-mge will ever prove a serious drawback.”

ar:- of measuring the thickness of the muck

led J?:hn L. Mephens, a sodl scientisd, and Lamar Johnson,

an engineer, o report in 1951 "that the average loss of

organic soils was aboul one fool ¢levation every 10 years,

and that by the year 2000 there would be very little farme-
JnE'JI'll':ethE present agricultural area of the Everglades,

rate of subsidence,” Johnson continued, "is directly

related to the water table depth maintaired in the organic

soils, Some crops, such as pasture and some varieties of

sugarcane, can iolerate a higher water table than many

other crops. But any way you cut it, the average loss Is
abowt one foot of soll depth In 10 years for farmed land
Wild land, given equal drainage, has even & greater loss”

L]

Perhaps the most vivid sketch of change came in 1930
from the pen of Ralph Middleton Munroe in his autobio-
ﬁraphy' The Commodore’s Story. Coconut Grove had been

is home since 1885, The commodore wrote feelingly:

"Fifty years ago frost was unknown in Jacksonville, and
had been for a generation, and the country arcund it was
bowered in crange groves; the scarled flamingo, the roseate
spoonbill, herdes of brilliant parakeets and uncounted
millions of egrets and other plume-birds gave a marked
tropical effect to the incredibly crowded mass of bird-life,
and made the whole peninsula an ornithologist’s dream;
while not even a feverish imagination coul rate
ithe size, number and variety of game and food fish which
filled its varied waters almost 10 overflowing, and leaped
at the crudest lure with savage ferocity, Panthers were still
1o be found, wild wurkeys were plentiful, deer numerous,
alligators and crocodiles of huge size filled every river and
lagoon, green turtles swarmed on the southern beaches
and shoal-water feeding grounds, and the cumbersome
MSRrAles Was COmimon,

"As usual, tourists ook it for granted that these condi-
tions were permanent and nod to be affecied by their pumy
efforts at shooting and fishing. Each 5. John's
steamer carried a circle of 'sportsmen’ on her forward up-
per deck, armed with the latest mepeating rifles, and pop-
ping away at every alligator that showed his nose. Every
cruiser collected bird-skins and the height of his ambition
was to take home as mamy spoonbills, lamingos and other
rarities as he could gel. Plume hunters annually ‘shot out’
the i rookeries of the south, kiling literally milllons
n::f :Igmaamrl.' and harmless herons. The fsh fared better
for a time, for mere hook and line could hardly affect thelr

numbers, but as markets became available the destruc-
t‘ure net came in, and in the last generation it has done




12

Y & = &
Y el T LTS ol L ol

John Gifford introduced the Melnlevca in 1909 to dry up the
Everglades. “It has crept into its own,” he said 25 years later
Now, 40 years later, it 8 8 menace, waar)

its fatal work among the shoalswater fish, At the same lime
the cruising purse-netters have prefty well swept the sea
clean of menhaden and other small school fish (for
everything that comes to their net is ofl and fertilizer 1o
them and nothing more), and only ecently are we com-
ing to realize that these small fry were the food of the finer
game fishes of the Reef, and that the latter, with the ex-
tinction of thelr food, wisit us no more.

"So now,” the commodore concludes his lament, “the
big game is all gone, the brilliant birds are a half-forgotien
memory, most of the shoal-water food fishes, including
the luscious pompang, the sea froul, and 1o & certaln ex-
tent the Spanish mackerel, are rarities, the delicious green-
turtle is only a tradition, the manatee 5 dying out, the
crocodiles, once so commion in the brackish waters of the
southeast coast that | have seen fwenty at a time in In-
dian Creek, at the present Miami Beach, are nearly
forgotten—and so it goes.”

Another with a presclent view was the greal plant ex-
lorer, David Falrchild. “Flerida in 19127 is a chapter in
is auteblography, The World Was My Garden. He quotes

his report on & 1912 visit: "1 would not be surprised to
seg the when one hundred thousand people are liv-
ing along the coast between Palm Beach and Homestead,
During my visil in 1898, when people talked of the East
Coast as the Riviera of America, | thought they were
dreaming. Now, in 1912, | beliewe that this is lkely 10 come
about. The drift of all classes of people from the cold north
southward is one of the most interesting spectacles of
American life. 1 believe that it is a psychological
phenomenon which will grow immensely during ihe next
few wears, and affeci the development of subtropical
agriculture more rapidly than any other existing factor!”

Although n.al:uuﬂ',r ebii]lient, Fatrchild was an early
skeptic about drainage, "The question as to whether drain-
ing the Everglades has been a mistake,” he wrote in 1938,
"is too controversial to discuss here. 1 is true that almaost
everybody except expert soil chemists had an exaggerated
idea of the fertility of the Everglade soils. Also, the hazards
of frosts and Mooding have proved greater than anyone
considered possible”

In 1244, Thomas Barbour, a naturalist, published a
bBock with the self~explanatory fitle, That Vanishing Eden.

His first words nearly tell it all; “Thirty years ago Florida
was one of the most extraordinary states in the Union, but
being flat and quite parklike in characier (a large part of
the country consisted of n%m pinelands) if was an sasy
state for man to ruin, and he has ruined it with ruthless
efficiency. . . A large part of Florida is now so devasied
that many of her friends are disinclined to believe that she
ever could have been the Paradise which | once knew”

Like Small, Barbour saw the ruln caused by fire:
"Thousands of acres of the southern Glades, along the
Tamiami Trail, have already been completely destroyed by
fire. In some regions, the thin laver of black muck burnt
off completely with the fest fire. In other cases, where
rains have brought relief, it has taken several fires 1o ac-
complish this result. In the regions where the deep muck
gels burning no ordinary shewer will affect the situation
at all.”

Thus went the litankes of men who loved iropical
Florida's natural greenery and wild creatures. Theirs was
no mere nostalgia for “good old deys” The wreckage they
saw was real; it continues

Today, in 1984, the worst enemies of South Florida's oul-
doors are:
I —The Melaleuca, the Schinus and the Casuarina
These exotics are displacing native vegetation, wiping out
wildlife habitat and hastening the drying of wetlands by
sucking up moisiure and breathing It out into the air
2—Pollution of Groundwater
by garbage dumps, loxic chemicals, human and animal
wasies and runoll from urbanized areas, MNearly all of
South Florida's drinking water is pumped out of the
ground, which itself is full of holes that can pipe poisons
siraight down into the groundwater
3--ﬂﬂrdm.1m}ge and Misplacement of Water
Farmers eager for profit by selling to developers are [obby
ing for lowering the water table in weilands so they can
farm there, then perhaps sell out again. 5o are builders
in search of cheap homesites. Overdrainage lets brine from
the ocean seep into the water-bearing rock. Already, 87
Florida communities are desalting the sea or brackish
water, at great expense, while others spend millions to
move wells inland, away from the salt front.

The miost danﬁimus misplacement of water was the at-
tempd o move the main watercourse thal feeds the Ever-

lades National Park and pinch it down from a width of

0 miles to 10 miles, Unless this is correcled, the park’s
wildlife and verdure are doomed. Another sad sight is the
skeletons of dead cypresses alongside the Loxahatchee
River. After the head of fresh water was weakened by a
drainage canal, salt moved upstream and killed the
CYyPTESSRS,
4 —Rising Demand for Ireigation
which uses two-thirds of South Floride's water. As the
black muck shrinks toward uselessness, sugarcane and
other crops are moving Into the mineral soils west of Lake
ﬁhecchaﬁe To the east, in the Indian Bhver reglon, to-
d%s 200,000 ascres of citrus are expected to grow o
250,000 or mere, Both areas look for rrigation water 1o
Lake Okeechobee, where foreseeable demand cuistripped
foreseeable supply long ago

An often-heard myth is that irrigation puts water back
into the aquifer. This is untrue. The rule-of-thumb in Dede
County, for example, is that one inch of irrigation water
will molsten the soll to a depth of 10 to 12 inches. If the
water table were that high, irrigation wouldn't be needed.

But irrigation in Dade, Broward and Palm Beach coun-
fies ks Hkely to decrease as farmers move elsewhere after
selling their land for urbanization.

All is not lost. Few other world-class cities can equal
Miami's parklike setting, if the right things are done seon
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One Time Only

BY ZANNIE MAY SHIPLEY
Head-On Collision

If you have always felt slightly superior 1o the Romans
wheose ideas of entertainment inchuded throwing Christians
to the lons, consider this

On February 15, 1931, the Miami Daily News carried a
half-page advertisernent announcing a “Genuine Head-On
Collision” bebtween bao glant | Ton Pacific Type
locomodives going & mile a minule, to be held Sunday, Feb
22,

According to the ad, the spectacle was sponsored by the
Miami Junior Chamber of Commerce Summer Tourist .
mittee, and directed by the American Amusermnent Come-
pamy. fs a preview of the crash, the locomotives begdan min-
ning nighily Feb. 16 through Feb. 21 at a spur track on Red
Foad between Flagler and 36ih Street, with a gigantic
fireworks display as an added attraction, These events were
free; viewing the crash would cost one dollar for adults,
and fifty cents for children.

Somewhere along the line, the crash date was
ed to Monday, Feb 23, and the weather washed oul 1h.a
fireworks on a couple af nights, but the Florida East Coast
raflroad caught the fever and reduced round trip fares o
the crash site, and announced all trains due o arrive
February 22 would have stop-over privileges until Feb 25,
The fireworks on Friday night attracted close 1o S000. The
collision itsell was expected o draw the largest crowd in
the south. In previous crashes, the smallest croned had been
128,000 in Ere, PA, and the largest In Los Angeles
203,000,

DE. Leonand, su sor for American Amusermnent Com-
pany, described the crash in an interview in the News

engines start out slowly and gather speed wuntil Il‘l-'l.‘.'-'g"
reach 30 mph. At that point both the engineers and the
firermen jump, leawing the throtile wide open. These two
locomotives will accelerate to 50 mph within 1000 feet,
with whistles screaming and bells ringing. When they hit,
they sometimes foree each other off the track. The impact
is sufficient to crash through the base of the Chrysler
Building, These spectacles cost us about 240,000 each and
we haven't been on the red side of the ledger yet”

Here are the two engines obviously before the crash, such as it

WS [Dr Thrma Petin |

American Amusement had directed 6l crashes before
this one. Aflter each of the previous crashes, the engines

were sold for junk and the compary brought in a crew
to rernove the wreckage, which could take up o a week,
Then the track had to be repaired to the owner's satisfac-
thom, in this case the Atlas Rock Company

The page one headline in the News on Tuesday, Feb.
24, read, Officials Deny City Is Linked To Train Wreck™
The crash was a fiasco, it began two hours late; one engine
made a slow run almost 10 where the opposing engine
stood before the other moved. When they hil, they were
traveling at 15-20 miles an hour. The front trucks were
damaged but the headlights weren't even broken. The
3814 spectators, far short of the expected 100,000, left
grousing and the promoters landed in jail for
embezzlement

One of the promoters blamed airplane noise for the
failure. The planes were making so much noise the eng-
Ineers couldn't hear each other's signals, he said. He decid-
ed 1o get into one engine and go for a conference with the
other engineer, but that engineer 1hnug2: that the act was
on and he began going [ull speed, So the promoter hit the
brakes and jumped,

Officlals of the Clty of Miami were busy ducking the
issue. The Assistant City Manager brought forth a copy
af & letter showing that he had ordered that the City have
nothing 1o do with the promotion, The president of the

Junior Chamber of Commernce had no caomment. A mem-

ber of the Jaycees' summer tourist commiliee was also a
city employee and most of the recriminations fell on his
head.

While the promoters langulshed in jail, refusing to bond
out, the firewarks firm had the promoters’ secretany ar-
rested for embezzlement. The Atlas Bock Company sued
for damages because the locomotives were not removed
and the company had to build another spur around the
engines to reach their rock pit

nee was quite enough for Miami's train wreck

Falford's Folly

g;e 51 24, 1925, MC Tebbeits, a developer of Fulford-
I.':n,' the-5ea, carried out one of the most dprepnsmmus
schemes of the boom, the building of Florida's first. and
perhaps only, mile-and-a-quarter wooden bowl for
automobile races. The word "preposterous’” is desenved,
because he did it while building supplies and even food
were scarce due t0 a transportation tie-up. Granted that
the track was srmashed In the Hurrcane of 1926, still had
there been a real interest in auto racing in a wooden bowl
in Florida there would have been more than one race in
the spring of 1926, Tebbetl's track, sometimes called
‘Fulford's Folly," may have been the world's only course
to have had but one race.

Oidtimers remember the gigantic piles of lumber that
were unloaded at the dock on the Dleta River not far from
the Fuliord depot and then transported by truck o track
gite & mriile or 20 northwest of Fullord-by-the-Sea The one-
and-a-quarter-mile wood track has been described as a
"lopsided saucer,” it was steeply banked at the ends and
only slightly banked at the sides. The track itself was built
of twoeby=eight-inch planks narrow side ap. In addition
there were the grandstand, bleachers, and separate garages
for each race entry, all of wood—enough wood 1o hawve
built at least two hundred homes.

The biﬁmmrhund red-rmile race was set for Washing-
ton's Birthday, February 22, 1926, Gualifying races were
run several days prior 1o race r.l!?' with a few hundred
spectators in attendance. To quali \ha driver had 1o reach
a speed of 120 miles per hour. By race day eighteen
drivers had gualified, On the last day of the irials Bob
MecDonough in 8 Number Four Miller Special set a new

13
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Fred Cromer in @ Miller Special raced in the Washington's Birthday
evient, first and last for Fullord's trach. |seo Puse @iy Romer coection )

world's record—he had done a lap in 3149 seconds.

Timing and recording for the race were managed by the
American Automobile Association, the cup was donated

Carl Fisher, prize money in the amount of 330,000 had
also been collected, and all drivers had been luncheon
guests of Harvey 5. Firestone at his Miami Beach estate
the day before race day. The Herald quoted TE, "Pop”
Myers, general manager of the Indianapolis Speedway, as
saying that the Fulford Track was "the finest he had ever
seen, The flag starter was Bamey Oldfield, the most
farmous of early mce champions

The race was won by the favorite, Pete de Paola, whe
had won the Indianapolis 500 the preceding year. He
drove a Duesenberg Straight B—called a “banana wagon™
—sei & speed record of 129.29, and carried off the Carl
Fisher Cup and 512,000 of the prize money

No additional races were planned for the spring of 1926,
it may be assumed thai Florida was not ready for board
speedweys, The hurricane of 1926 badly damaged the
track, and a fire later burned some of it Some aof the
lumber was salvaged and used fo repair storm-damaged
homies all over the Fulford apnd Ojus area, According to
Albert Frohoc, Tebbeits turnved the infield of the wack in-
to a farm and dairy

Gimaidumtoiaed B, Byl Cisia® 7y, SFT0 J0F by Tl
Paien, 8] Rarpes Bosss g TAT IAE

Biscayne Babies

With a background in auto racing. Carl G. Fisher, who bullt
and owned the Indianapolis Speedway, transferred some

of his love of cars to boats during his years on Miami
Beach. He esiablished the Fisher-Allison trophy which was
awarded during the Miami Beach Mid-Winter Boating
Regatia, and in 1924 decided to expand the scope of the
regaita fo include small speedboats. "Biscayne Babies”
were to be piloted by famous auto racing drivers instead
of owner drivers, who, Fisher declared, “are always late—
they have something busted just before the start of the race
or have to change their golf stockings {0 some other oufiy!”™

In addition to usin? auto drivers withoul boating ex-
perience, he ordered eleven boats bullt that were (dentical
in size and speed so that no one would have an equip-
ment advan }

He asked his friend W. [ Edenbrun of the Detrolt Daily
News to round up avallable drivers.

Fisher commissioned the boats and then wrote business
leaders and developers, offering them a chance to buy the
boals for about 52400 each. There was so much en-
thuslasm for the race that Fisher anticipated that the
following vear it could be expanded to bwenty or twenty-
five bonts,

Fisher put up the 510,000 prize money and bought the
uniforms for the drivers. white duck trousers, white jersey
vesis, red [ife jackets and red togques.

Although Gar Wood, the warld's most famous speed-
boat driver, and Webb Jay, one of his dreatest rivals, were
competing for the Fisher-Allison Trophy, the race of the
“Biscayne Babies™ gemerated the most excitement. The
Miami Herald estimated that 15,000 lined Biscavne Bay
There was a grandstand al the Flamingo Hotel for hotel
guests, and parking at one dollar per car on 5Star Island
and at the Fleetwood and Flamingo Hotels but the rest of
the vaniage poinis wene free.

The drivers drew [ots for the boats, but Fisher an-
ticipated that in the following year the owners could select
their own drivers.

The race was run on March 20-21, 1925, Two of the
"Babies” sank when they hit obstructions, and one was
sinking when a patrel boat rescued it and the driver. Dur-
ing the race, & Tunning story was carried on radio WMBE
and the results were wi%_lw;g[ged to the telegraph station
from the judges stand. irsl prize winner was Louis
Chevrolet, followed by Wade Morion, LL. Corum. and
Jerry Wonderlich

Although Fisher had hoped for this to become an an-
nual event, and had additional boats on order, the Fisher
papers on the "Biscayne Babies” end on February 14,

[925—oan a note of high optimism but with no further
comespondence.

Book

Review

Stuart B MeClure, Fort Lauderdale and Broward County:
An Iliustrated History. Woodland Hills, California.
Windzor Publications., Inc. 1983, Patrons,
Acknowledgements, Bibliography, Index. 232 pp
$24.95

Fort Lauderdale and Broward County: An [usirated
History, is the latest of metropolitan areas histories made
mi;ﬁ- by Jocal insthution sponsors. Stuart Mclver has
written 1he seven chapters that deal with different ems in
Broward County's histary. The elghih chapter contains
histories of the 58 sponsoring institutions.

The author's siyle is polished and his story {lows
seoothly through cach era. He manages (o weave the
histories of several towns and cities into an overall history
of the area without internepling ihe story's steady progress
toward the present In parficular, he has been able o pro-

ject the rapidity with which this area grew from a very quiet
community into part of the great South Florida megapolis
which runs from Miami to Palm Beach

Vitally imporiant to any "coffee table book” are its illus-
irations. Those chosen for this work complement the text
and are provided with excellent captions egraphic por-
trajts, posicards, historic photographs, and tourist shots all
help to make this history come alive with personalities and
irnT nf}l.lhr 5 srovided a bibl - -

author has a bibliography but, as wit

other books of this genre, there are no footnotes. This lack
of fooinotes makes these books more acceptable to the

general public, but it limits their usefulness as a reference
WOTE

— DANIEL Q. MARKUS




Why Is It Named That?
Merrie Christmas Park

BY WELLEORN PHILLIFS

Any story about Merrie Christmas Park, formerly Bar-
barossa Park, must include its humble beginning. For years
it was an excavation that supplied gravel to widen and
MEM Nd Cutler Racd and nearby sireets. This gave the
4.5 acre park its topography—high around the edges, low
in the middle, which gives neighbors the feeling they live
on a hill. After all they are twenty feet above the bottom
of the park. Children playing there enjoy an unusual thrill.
In how many other places of South Florida can you roll
down a hill?

Merrie Christmas, for whom the park was named, was
the daughter of Miami Meyor Randy Chrisimas. The
younges! of his three daujf’httrﬂ. she was a bright, happry,
attractive [Hile gird despite her health, She was also a brave
Hitle girl who won the admiration of Miami as she fought
& long batile for her life, one she knew she could net win

Merrie was born with only one kidney, but was three
ram old before the condition was comrectly diagnosed

n operation was scheduled, with Merrie's mother plan-
ning to donate one of her own kidneys to her daughter
The transplant was impossible, however, because of Mer-
rie’s deteriorated condition. The prognosis: the three-year-
old would live only a few more months.

The Miami City Commission, reacting o a cibywlde
wave of sympaihy for Merrle and her family, in her honor
renamed Barbarossa Park which s pant of the western
boundary of Miami along Leleune Road. When it became
Merrie Chrisimas Park in 1958 it was a fitting ture, for
Merrie and her sisters had speni many happy hours play-
ing in the park. The family lived only a Block away on
Hardie Road.

Years later Merrie's mother recalled, "The Commission
vied to name the park after her because they thowght she
would not be able to live long enough to enfoy it Bul she

Arosnd the Museosrs
Comntinued from page 2

answer the guestion "Who works in
an Historical Museum?" Shouts of

(Venezuela's
souih and from

Maracaibo) on the
ngitude 85° (Hon-

memhﬂhpudhhﬂhhﬂﬂdlﬂl‘lﬂ
Miami Mayor Randy Christmas’ young daughter, roe of s

roved them wrongd. Every year she would go to the park
or her birthday 5She called it her park. Sometimes we
would go down there on Christmas.”

Merrie lived on for eleven more years and twelve ma-
jor operations. 5he made a partial recovery, wrote short
storles, became an avid collector of coins and seashells,
and completed Kenwood Elementary and Glades Junior
High. Almost (o the end she refused to miss school.

errie was already enrolled in Killian High when her
condition became faial. She died on March 28, 1969, six
days before her fifleenth birthday, How nlee, thowugh, that
Merrie Christmas Park s her memorial—her par
el inl (e [ Siues feallor

Conceptually The Indies Company
will offer historically related meer-

recognition erupt when Exhibils
Curator Dan Markus, Reseach
Curator Becky Smith or Director Ran-
dy Mimnlcht s spled during a four.
The fourth-graders flock through
the museum 180 strong four days a
week, HASF teachers gulde them
through the museum and are
available to answer questions during
&n individual discovery peried until
the sound of the conch shell tells
themn it is time to leawve
The booklet is part of & social
studies project between the hisiorical
Museum of Southern Florida and
Dade County Public Schools with
Education Director Kathy Pierie of
the museumn and Judith Stuzin of the
school systemn collaborating, Asterie
er Provenzo was project consul-
tant and writer.

From Latitude 27° (Florida's Lake
Qkeechobes) on the north o 10°

duras’ Laguna de Carataska) on the
west o BE? (Barbados' Kiiridge
Point) on the eas? lies the West Indies
archipel Indians originally from
Asia, Blacks from Africa and Whites
from Europe have peopled it and
been woven into Miami's history, so
much so that the founders of the
historical association included the
Caribbean and West Indies in ils
charler.

The association's new mussum
has space for a real shop, not just a
cubby, and manager Heidi Stollen
has taken her cue from the shop
name, The Indies Company, to ex-
pand the merchandise to include im-
ports from the Carfbbean. Sploes,
dolls and crafts from Jamaica and
primitives and delicately decorated
boxes from Halll join the clothing,
dolls, books and bashkets of the
Seminoles and cigars, fabric and art
from Hey West, plus local arts and
crafis,

chandlze; in reality it s a charming
place to browse, the amblence plan-
ned for leisurely shopping, Merchan-
dige ranges from sand castle
candleholders to & brass diver's
helmet o porcelain figures of
Audubon binds

Tidbite and freats for take-home
sampling are avallable and there is
a fruit-shipping service, A special
children’s section has books, loys
and historical memorabilia

And of course there are books
The favorites, the scholarly, the
historical: cockbooks, a few in
Spanish; a small selection of Florida
fiction. Broadening the scope of sub-
ject matier to the whole Caribbean
area makes for a more diverse
selection.

Volunteers assist The Indies Coms-
pany stall. They await your wvisit
remember your membership dis-
count of ten percent on purchases.

— ALICE P WILLEY
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THE
FINAL
WORD

Update no sconer finished
celebrating its own first decade than
George Orwell's 1984 was upon us
Mot that Update presumes to move
into the political affairs of mankind,
bui the arrival of the date ktsell seem-
ed as good a reason as amy to look
bBack, which it normally does mone
aftery than it looks forward.

However, | fell the need to deflne
such a backward look and happily
came upon it in the 1975 edition of
The New Columbia Encyclopedia.
Under “geography” It separaies
natural from human geography

"Human geography places man in
his physical setting; it studies his
relationship with that environment
az well as his conscious activities
and continuous progress in adaptin
himself 1o it (and o other men) an
in transforming his environment to
kis needs”

S0 says The New Columbia
Encyclopedia and that seems to put
thiz issue of Update in focus.

Dr, Thelma Peters, who usually
has an anecdote aboul, OF résource
for, any diven subject that comies up
in a Eis.cu_asinn of South Florida
histary, suggests the possibility of
establishing a Trivia Bank.

splendid  idea. Should
something you read in Update re-
mind you of a lon t incident
fyour past is part of HASFs future)
jot 1t down and send it to the Trivia
Editor, Update, Hiztorical Associa-
flon of Southern Florda, 101 West
Flagler 51, Miami, FL 33130, It may
mot be momentous bt it can be good
reading

If readers suspect the “after” picture
of the Crecodile Hole on page 11 is
not the correct picture, they are not
alone, Howewer, that is the way it is
identified in John Small's book. Any
information on the subject is
welcome

Update lost & former member of its
advisary board when Jack Fassewitz
died in mid-April. The Miam| News
lost a popular columnist and Miami-
Dade Community College lost a
respected trustes te is pleased
that Governor Bob Graham hes ap-

inted Arva Moore Parks, another
Eﬁrdau advisor 1o the MDCC

trusteeship
Q-s&k‘ﬂ T

M anca

OUT OF THE TRUNK

In a newly acquired colleciion,
primarily of the | Palm Hatel,
Curator of Research Materials Rebec-
ca Smith has found the above pic-
ture. [t was taken around 1900, D,
Thelma Peters says that the two
Black men at work are drilling a hole

Lt
Conittiued frarm page J

house on the street behind the Curry
home and mother Bettye, who
teaches china painting, recallin:
Shiritail Charlie in his side-vent shi
wheo came to town from his home in
the Everglades to for maney. “Me
mudder and my fadder froge fo
death,” he would explain

LIFE'S FULFILLMENT

As a realist aftaining my 84th
birthday August 21, 1984, I know
there is only & limited Hme left and
all af it uncertain, Reffecting on my
past life, and hoping that it has been
of some value, [ iry to recall what
was worthwhile

Memuory is not keen in later years,
2o | delved into old printed matter for
refreshers. | found a Mahi Shrine
brochure with many of my activities
from [929 1o 1956, The accomplish-
menis, while not cverwhelming, are
at least conclusive that my Hme was
not idly spent

Without documentation, time has
no! dimmed my remembrances of
the 59 years of marriage fo my good
wife Frances and, with her skillful,
tirefess, and understanding efforts,
the ralsing and educaling of fwo
greal, normal, decent and [alented
children

for & water pump. She, howewver, |s
net sure of the locale of the picture.

Il any reader recognizes the loca-
fion andsor knows anyihing abot
the scene, write Update, Historical
Association of Southern Florida, 101
West Flagler Singel, Miarmi, FL 33130,

Phyllis, a graduate of Stephens
Callege and the University of
Georgia, operates a successful real
gstate bursiness in Homesbead.
Phyllis and Charles Douglas Kirk's
anly child, my nnlﬁgranr:’:m.ld. Jef-
frey, was elected a Homestead coun-
cilman at age 22.

Torm attended the University of
Florida, got his wings and commis-
sion from the U5, Air Force and has
beent a captain for Eastern Airlines
over |6 years. He also has degrees in
law and business administration
from the Unfversity of Miami

After fulfilling lifes destiny, iF [
have a choice, | prefer to be
remembered az one who tried hard
to score on stewardship,

8. Hiram Blakey
00T SW 88th Court
Miami, FL 33176

Well put, Colonel Blakey Many
happy returns

LETTERS POLICY

Ltters relevant to previous [ssues as
well as appropriate historical topics
should be addressed to- Update
Editor, Historical Assoclation of
Southern Florida, 1001 West Flagler
Street, Miami, FL 33130, Letiers
should be signed. Letters may be
edited 1o meet space restrctions.




Historical Association of Southern Florida

‘ten-shun!”’

The Pine Meedies Club, shown performing a broom drill, which they did at various 18890s communiny
functions, was Miami's frst valuntesrs group {of g:rh The first male voluntesr showed up in 1567 when
Jesuit missionary Francisco Villereal came 1o live among the Teguesta Indians

The largest private regional history museum in the Southeast is siill looking for & few good men and
women volunieers

The Indies Company needs hands to write fags aboul the history cultural importance and function of
ench ftermn . . . the Collectlons cursior needs hands to accession, conserve, photograph, inventory and catalog
anifacts the Education director needs tour conductoss, exhibits interpreters and demonstrators for school
childeen, in the museum and at historie sites the Research Center needs helpers for people doing
research, people looking for piciures or maps or manuscripis, people asking quesiions

How about planning & plaza event? Transcribing oral history tapes? Researching and coordinating a
tfemporary exhibity

Call 375-1492
Ask for Coordinator of Volunteers

101 West Flagler Street
Miami, Florida 33130
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