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Alligators!

Man has been fascinated by saurians through the vears. The
Egyptians built a temple at Kom Ombro to them. In the 18th
century when Europeans became fascinated with the new
country across the ocean a German artisan al the Messen
porcelain factory in Dresden created a personification of the
new country: a creamy white Indian maid wearing a crown and
girdle of feathers, clutching flowers and fruits, astride an
alligator. The reptile has been a star performer in Miami's
history.

The museum has spent a year mounting a ten-week exhibit
of alligators that opens the last of November. Funded by a
£41,635 gramt (rom the Dade County Council of Arts and
Sciences, it will have artifacts, graphics and live alligators,
assembled from around the state, Curator Daniel Markus toured
the state, ranging from zoos and licensed hunters 1o the state
university in Gainesville and historical 5t. Augustine. Curator
Rebecca Smith assembled graphics. Wilderness Graphics in
Tallahassee mounted the show and Assistant Director Linda
Williams orchestrated.

Among the graphics are postcards, Mo, 1 featuring the mouth
of the Miami River framed in alligators; photographs, Mo, 2
showing early settler “Judge” George Worley holding an
glligator, accompanied by his wile and three of thor six
children; tourist pamphlets put out by the State of Flonda, Mo,
3: and bookplates, No. 4 designed by Ealph Munroe in 1584,

Live performances by the alligators themselves and alligator
wrestling, long a tourist attraction in Miami, will be among
the exhibits, Something for everyone,

November 30, 1984 - February 10, 1985
Plaza Level Exhibit Hall

101 West Flagler Street
Miami, Florida 33130
375-1492

the musews s sccrediled by The Amevican Auiscistion ol Musssms
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

A SONG

Had “Miamis for
Me" beem writlen
back in the Ema of
the Bay it [s possible
that the residents
could hove found it
befitting and joined
the chorus wiih
great gusto Miami
was cerlainly for
thiem; thal was wiy

deed iki"
_ UL [
SING PROUD, MIAMI!

they were hene. 3
That reasonin o e
does not always suf- i ":_r_:;_-_;:..n

fice three-guariers |

of a cenlury later

People have incneas-

ed in numbers a Foa ME
thousandfold. Life is ”m 3
complex. Singing

the catchy ditty can  Not an old song, but a new one, which
reaffirm ones re-  the Miami's For Me people hope will be
solve. That, at least,  around for 8 long time. s s Far s
is what the Miami's

for Me organization believes. The MFM, an affiliate of the
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, wanis you 1o like
mone people, help more people, feel better about yourself
and they encourage this at a variety of events. You don't
even need an event as long as you feel Miami is “where
[ want 0 be”

e 4
J:d'u__,..l--q' ]

A LETTER

[n the course of her research on her new book, Miaml
1909, (see Update's lead article) Dr. Thelma Peters came
across this letter weitten to the new editor of the Miami
Metropolis, 5 Bobo Dean, and published July 21, 1909
Editor Metropolis: | was told once that [ = second or

was certainly close to the top but never since have enjoyed
any number better than that of last Saturday and wish to
show you my appreciation. The editorials were 1o the poimnt
and the report of the political meeting was excellent

In the column by K.N. Pepper was some advice to the
Miami people to get up earlier in the moming, etc., which
struck me in a tender spot of long standing as follows:

When | arrived on this bay thirty-two years ago and up
o the advent of the railroad we managed our affairs on
what is called mean or sun time, which of course divides
our mornings and alternoons into nearly equal and
an my frond lewn stands the old sun dial which with an
muﬂm of time table handy was used {o regulate the bay
Clot

When the firs{ train arrived running on central or 20th
meridian time, everyone in Miami set his clock by it This
was 39° 4" slow of our miean lime and at first we thought
of following suit, but a litle reflection suggested that it was
a wrong move and that our time if changed at all should
be put ahead and accordingly in order 1o make calcula-
tion of difference more easy we did so, making it 75th meri-
;!ﬁ'r.un or Washingion eastern time, jusi an hour ahead of

tarni.

At first sight our contentions as to the desirability of the
faster time seermed 1o have linle welght and even afier these
many years there are people now who hold us up as a set
of cranks on the time question, not withstanding all
mechanical pursuits are practically running by our fime,
even the railroad work, The clocks are not the same but
breakfasts, dinners, ete, are, and whyfore not the clocks?

[f miast of us were not creatures of habit and could arlse
in the moming. eat cur meals and go to our business in-
dependent of the clock, there would be ne need of a
change. The advantage of a fast time, especially in tropical
or semi-tropical countries ks or should be self-evident, but
Coconui Grove hes been held up to such scom all these
years that we just went ahead and said nothing. Within
this last six months the daylight bill before the English
people with such men as Winston Churchill at its head and
the movernent by our own government atlached strongly

third on the subscription list of the Metropolis and anmyway

in its favor by the thinkers of this country show that we

dordineas 0N page B

Book Review

“A Stately Plcturesque Dream...”
Secenes of Florida, Cuba, and
Mexico in 1880 by Frank Taylor.
Cainesville, Florida: University
Gallery, College of Fine Arts, 1984
Foreword, Acknowledgements,
Freface. Bibliography 37.50

“A Stately Picturesque Dream . .
Is a catalog for forty-sewen brush
drawings on exhibit in the University
Gallery atl the University of Florida in
Galnesville. This book should be of
interest to historians because i
depicts an almost-forgotien incident
in the history of Flordda and the
United States

The pictures in this book wene
drawn by Frank H. Taylor, an artist
for H‘”’.ﬁ:" . He traveled with
former ident Ulysses 5 Grant on
a tour of Florida, Cuba, and Mexico
im 1880, This trip was planned as a

blic relations effor to prepare Grand
or his attempt 1o be nominated for
a third term president. Taylor's paint-

ings were used 1o produce woodcuts
to accompany articles in Harper's
that reported the trip.

The pictures are inferesting for
other reasons. They show how

Teylor's inal drewings were cen-
sored iminating Cuban {lags to
avoid ing Spain. The i

shyorwr hiow events were brought 1o
mass media before the widespread
use of photographs in newspapers.

The dmnw are an incredible

example of valuable pieces of

Eimw were rescued from a trash

Zap
The introduction is well-written
and well-documented by Nancy

Custke. Anvone whoe enjoys the

byways that can be taken into state

and national history should enjoy
this book,

HNixon Smiley. On the Beat and Off-
beat with Nixon Smiley. Miami.
Banyan Books, Inc, 1883 157
pages, 37.95

On the Beat and Offbeat is a col-
lection of thirty-seven stories about
people met by the author during his
Career as a newspaper reporier. It is
an interesting study in contemporary
history dealing with well-krown and
obscure individuals and their con-
tribution to Florida's unique history

Smiley's career spanned many

rs and even more characters, both
amous and unknown, wealthy and

r, and just plain odd, Because
mw realized "how much person-
alities enriched our lives, adding
color and flavor to our too-often
humdrum existence” he kept records
of many of those he met and has
collected them inte this book.
Included are gardeners, financiers,
Coconut Groveites, crackers, artisis,
rural philosophers, and cattlemen.
All of their stories say something
about life in Florida and the human
condition in general. W

— DAMNIEL O MAREUS
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ANYONE CAN WRITE IT

Ingredients
Count
When you
Recreate
History

By THELMA PETERS

Writing history is not the same as writing fiction. With fic-
tiom one can pick a place, any place in the world, get a
word processor, typewrdber or 39-cent yellow tablet, rev up
the psyche, open the tap on imagination and let the story
Ml History writers have to run about picking up bits and
pieces; o the museumns, libraries, courthouses, state and
national archbves

Like the shards found and catalogued by archasologists,
every piece of information a historian picks up must be
evaluated for authenticity, identified as to source and date,
and a record kept. Imagination gets a historian in trouble
and memory s of limited value except o answer the ques-
tion: "Mow where did | put my notes?”

Each of us who attlempt to write history has a way of
caollecting. storing and retrieving facts. We are forced o
adopt & system or end in cheaos My own system —
imperfect as it may be — works for me. 11 is also obsolete
in this age of high tech so you may want to go on compuber

For the [ast four years my conceniration has been on
Miami in 1909, On a guess | have 30,000 little historic
chips | have picked up about the Miami of that time
Names, businesses, recreation, education, crime, morals,
trends and trivia | use a three-ty-five cand, assign each card
a number and accent-mark key words, entering the key
words as topics or hn:ndin%s- in & sturdy record book, stur
dy because il gets a ot of usage

For example the letter C in my index for Miami 1909
has under i 92 headings and under them a total of 302
cards. One heading 15 "Chinese in Miami” (ten cands), At
random | pick a card from the ten — Number 666, This
is the story in the Miaml Metropolis, January 21, 19049,
about a serfes of rellgious revivals at the Baptist Church
The preceding evening an unusual event occurred: Joe
Cheong, a Chinese laundryman (Miami had three Chiness
laundries in 1909), was bapiized, “the first member of the
Mongolian race” ever baptized in Miaml The same Number
BEE card is also indexed under "Church Revivals'

Under the BEs is a heading "Foosters in Miami, Com-
plaints of,” (eight cards). Most of them could have been
entered under “Humor”. Cne of the delights of this intimate
trivin research is sturmbling upon the droll, the sudacious
or the unexpecied. The cards reveal thal in the early
menths of 1908 with the tourist seasen in full swing there
wiere just oo mamy roosters disturbing the sleep of the dear
tourists. An official afternpt was made to ban chickens from
denwrnown

But many small hotels and individuals in that area kept
chickens. The editor of the Metropolis, 5. Bobo Dean, who
lived just cwer the river In Southside in the Brickell Ham-

D Thedma Peters writes cutlines for over 100 pictures in her new

book Miami 1509, based on the diary of a sevemteen-year-old girl,
Fairifibe COEMORE Tae dissd mermii)

mock, not only had chickens bui a cow. He didn't see any
harm in roosters crowing. He managed a few aly editorial
cracks 1o reinforce his views
. As editor, Dean exchanged newspapers with other
editors amound the state. OUn February 1 the Metropolis
reported the reaction of the Apalachicola Times to Miami's
rooster problem: "Here we like roosters. Bul meybe Miami-
ans shiould getl rid of theirs and plant trees — irees ane
silent.”
2. On another day Dean guoted the Tampa Trlbune. “How
are Jacksorville boosters liee Biami roosters? They both
crow and strut
3. When the circus came to town the editor gof in another
dig (Metropals, March 19, 15906 "With the cirous in lown
the moaring of the llons makes the roosters sound about
like mosquitoes

The ordinance 1o ban chickens in downtown Miemi fail-
ed lo pass

But the card system s only part af the method of re-
taining informaticn. All of the Miami Metropolis for 1909
and most of the Miami Morning News-Becord for 1909 are
available on microfilm and where there are microfilm
readers — like the downiown Miami library — there are
also microfilm copiers. For a few cents one may get print-
ouls of anything in the pepers. main arficles, ads,
household hints, photographs

Then a local historian seeks out the people who were
here at the thme of the story, | found many who were here
in 1909 and hoppy to talk. The pursult of people and their

Dr. Thelma Peters, an Update matnstay, should have her
rew ook out before Christmes, so put Miami 19089 on your
shopping list
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memories is not only fascinating but one makes many
new friends. One of my most delightful informants is
Dorothy Dean Davidson, the daughter of editor 5 Bobo
Dean, the intrepid, controversial, sardonic, infellectual
editor of the Miami Metropolls. | not only [ﬁﬂimd insight
into the life of her remarkable father but Mrs, Davidson
remembers a greal deal about 1905,

Why spend four years on Miami 19097 Because of the
splendid diary of Fannie Clemons, When her diary came
to me through Fannie's daughter-in-law, Buth Dillon
Corson, | was hooked on Fannie's Miami. But the study
of any year can be rewarding.

Fannie, seventeen, the dau h:erduf a SEnil:r;! ra.l];‘ﬁa.d
locomotive engineer, wobe in her diary every day Irom
January 1, 1909, through December 31 — 209 legal-sized
pages in a clear hand. She was friendly, active, observant
and ariiculate. Duﬁnﬁéh; J'lvear she dated a number of
boyiriends, thought i in love a couple of times,
adored the little children in the neighborhood, never miss-
ed Sunday school or church, She rode her bike or rowed
a boat wherewver she wanted to go,

Mo other person has been found who recorded so much
imformation about movies, live theater, circuses, and other
entertainment in Miami in 1909, Her accounts square
with and complement the newspaper accounts. She held
her cwn persanal mirror up to Miami. Mentioned are 235
people, nelghbors and friends

Because of the value of the diary for genealogists as well
as historians the original di will be placed in the
Historical Museum of Southern Florida along with an in-
dex of names to make it easy for researchers.

The role of Fannie writing in her diary 15 the unifying
agent for Miami 1909: the string holding all the beads
But the book is much more than the diary. The year 1209
was important in Miami's history: the economy was re-
-M'-'li!t'lﬂ?_ after the Panic of 1907; the railroad extension
was halfway 1o Key West and the Panama Canal was half
dug: Miami got ifs lirst legitimate theater; and the dredge
Miaml moved up the Miami Eiver to start Everglades
drainage and the canal to Lake Okeechobee. The popula-
tion was 7,115 and the slogan of the city fathers, always
oplimistic, was "10,000 by 19907

Finding one hundred photographs for Miami 19059 was
a treasure hunt. The majority of them came from the lange
collection of photographs at the historical museum but
others came from individuals and now these “new” pic-
tures can be added 1o the museum collection,

Writing local history is like a giani game of jigsaw and
Just getting the pieces is only half of it. When the pieces
are all gathered the coordination bedins — this stays in,
that goes oul, OF course | did not use all 20,000 pieces.
To do so would have been fatal: readers would choke on
Chapter One. There must be selection, emphasis, unity,
forward motion: the readership, which determines the
success of fatllure of & book, depends on these It Is
somefimes painful but some of the information must be

prunad awny

Mot all :EHI!Immie's diary is revealed. Were there twent
seven boy friends? To tell it all would be to tell too much.
It would deprive you of a pleasant bit of historical digging
on your own, Il

Island Research Needs
Dogged Determination

BY SANDRA RILEY

"Research.” The very word conjures up the picture of an aged and
bespectacled scholar, perched on a high stool, poring over a huge
volume of almost indecipherable symbols, remaining so long at
the task that he or she too seems to have collected the dust and
spiderwebs of the ages. Even to my own mind, this is the picture
the word recalls—and | am that scholar. Harriette Arnow, historian
and novelist, said that research is very much like mining for
precious gems. ""You search and search until you find just what
you want, and when you find it—it is just like finding a
diamond—it's just that exciting” On the other hand, | have been
told that "Research is the application of the seat of the pants to
initions are valid—but no one would
have the interminable patience necessary to do the latter if he or
she did not have hope of locating those rare gems of information.

the seat of the chair”” Both

Genuine research is much akin to

graduate student in theater, | had
done in-depth research, finding al-
most amything | needed in the stacks
of the university library. As an
historian, | discovered that my edu-
cation had just begun as | traipsed
from island to island, from the
sauthern United Siates to New York
and from Florida to London

The scarcity of original documents
pertaining 1o the Bahamas was only
the first of pwy difficulties. The con-
dition of what documents stil] exist
is at best appalling. Tropical insects
have feasted on them and they are
blotched by mildew and faded by
time. The number of papers com-
pletely destroyed by human negleci
5 considerable. At the Lands and

archaeology; the qualities requisiie o
success are stamina, tenacity and
dogged determination. Searching
records is as frustrating as sifting
through the earth at a dig—what you
seek may nol be wherd you are
digging—regardless of the numbser of
authoritative sources which stale
otherwise. Or worse, one of your
predecessors may have already

come upon what you need—and
walked off with it. Archives are very
miuch like archaeological sites in that
a greal preponderance of what you
can easily find is of no earthly use

o .

'Fﬁe difficulty of the search en-
hances the joy of discovery and in
my research on the Bahamas, the
necessary material was both scamnt
and scattered owver the world. As a

Surveys Office in Nassau, | looked up
from my work to see lintle pieces of
brown paper flying out of the two
hundred-year old land grant books as
the clerks flipped through therm, The
microfilming of old records did little

Sandra Riley Is at home in the theater,
in teaching, in real estate, in research
and in writing, both fact and fiction
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The San Salvador Express beforo it sank with all the lsland’s reconds. e s

tx remedy this siiuation—Ifor the
most part by the time the historical
documents had been filmed, they
had already reached the point of
illegibility. A clear photostat of an
indecipherable page is of no help at
all. The handwritng styles of the
[8th and 1%h centuries were also a
challengde to rmy imadination and in-
fultion as [ found mysell forced to
conjecture meanings from the con-
fext for illegible or missing passages

Records in the Bahamian Family
Islands hove been destroved in hur
ricanes, misplaced through careless
ness, of simply left to ot in old
government buildings. Sometimes
the fate of archival material is more
dramatic. In 1974, Dr. Don Gerace of
the College Center of Finger Lakes
field study school on the island of
San Salvador flew the island com-
missioner over to Rum Cay They
diligently boxed up all the old
records and put them on the mail-
boal addressed to archivist Gail
Saunders at Massau. That trip, how-
ever, the San Salvador Express sank
The passengers and some of thelr
belongings were put on a rock (o
wait for & helicopter fo pick them up
They sent thie CArgo af goats ar 1 peer-
sanal goods up 1o the helicopter first,
knowing that if the passengers weni
up first, everything else would be lefi
behind. The records? You guessed it
At least we don't have to search for
the RBum Cay records; we hknow
where they ane, |ying beneath
cerulean waters somewhere between
San Salvador and New Providence

Months of preparation go into any

research trip, to the southern United
States or London. It takes me ten
times longer lo get my papers
together than to pack my clothes
More important than my wardrobe
1 heve found are the anfmpriau: es-
ters of introduction and recommen-
dation necessary 1o gain access 1o the
ireasures of the Public Records Office
and British Library in London. Even
with these letters, | often gathered
the distinct Impression that my
presence was nol truly welcome
Ornce, tnside the rare book room al
the Mew York Publie [.i.|'|:mrl,' 1 favird
mysell locked behind iwo sets of
doors. My personal belongings were
confiscated (alter being searched, of
course) and | was assigned a seal al
a table where [ was allowed to make
use of pencil and paper [pens were
strletly forbidden). [ worked diligent-
ly. hoping that | wouldn't heve fo
sneese since even my facial tissue
hed been left in my bBriefcase
Each library has its own atmo-
sphere, created as much by its phys-
ical characteristics as by the person-
alities of the librarians who guard the
treasures, Many of these custodlans
of knowledge are as helpful and
enteraining &s newly-discoverad ald
friends. ihers remain formidable
and distant, taking their task of be-
ing Cerberus very much o heart
Becky Smith of the Historical Asso-
ciation of Southern Florida, Betty
Bruce of the Key West Library and
Gail Saunders and her crew at the
Nassau Archives are among the
farmer type—generous souls whose
willingness to help is bodh welcome

and much appreciated. The latter—
well, et us leave their solitude
undisturised
Researching tn Massau has {1s own
peculiar problems, many stemming
from the isolatlon of island living
Electrical power mysteriously shits
off at any time of the day or night
Once, when [ had only 2 single week
o work in Nassau, the power was on
for enly a couple of hours each day.
Besides having to rush from place to
place, | found mysell going around
tn circies, It seemed thet everywhene
| had been, | had to go back again
The Lands and Surveys Office
printed the wrong maps. The Meth-
odists brought the wrong records
from Turton House—three days ina
row. The place 1 could usually go for
photo-copying could operate their
machine for only a few hours a deny.
A1 the Nassau Library, | could
work by an open window during the
day, even without eleciric lights,
distracted only by the sounds of the
wsual automobile accidents at the
corner of Shirley and Parliament
streets as the policeperson went off
duty and by the sound ol the Goom-
bay drums. In warm weather the
place was stifling and In miny
weather it was impossible as the
windows had to be closed so ihe
boaks wouldn't gl wet Thisg par-
ticular island difficulties gave the
Massau Library a charm which is a
far cry {rom thie chilly austerity of the
British Library
Research does not end when you
leave the archives You must research
CFSnads i gt A




F’uur research, study every bit of In-

ation, put the material into
some kind of order. even if il's
wrong, study that, sieep on it, [eave
it alone for a Ume, and then come
back to it. The researcher works with
family records until the people begin
to speak to you. Then you jusi begin
to leamn their stories.

Since the people of the Bahamas,
both prehistoric and historic, left so
little of themselves behind, the re-
searcher must use every available
method to uncover even hints of
their life styles. Besides reading their
papers, you must walk about their

lantations, wisit thelir {amillar

aunis, fantasize about their lives
and get in ouch with their spirits

As | walked the streets of historic
Charleston one mid-December
morning and looked at the magnifi-
cent colonial architecture, 1 tried to
imagine what the city had been like
an December 14, 1782, a5 American
Lovalists made their way along the
streets toward the Bay. Carmying their
few belongings they probably kept
thetr eyes on the cobblestones 1o
avodd the stares of their one-time
friends, the rebels who had banish-
ed them from their homeland. Who
were the people exiled that day?
What were they thinking? Who were
the people peering oul their partial-
l}; closed shutters and what were
they thinking” Was that day as clear
and crisp as this one? | tried 10 envi-
sion the sceme at the harbor with
mabs of people boarding transporis
&5 distraught capiaing ssued orders
to confused refugees. Engrossed in
my thoughts, | looked up, expecting
to see mamny tall ships riding af #n-
chor, but instead found a lone ugly
gray bﬂt['iﬂ"ﬂi Thry waves I:apped at
the shore as they hnd cenfuries a
but the few people on the bﬁr}
morning had no thought 111::
tragedy that had befallen their feliow
Americans on this same date bano
hundred years ago

As part of my research on the
American Loyalists who migrated to
the Bahamas, [ explored the ruins of
some of thelr plantations on the
tsland of 5an Salvadaor. | hacked my
way through the bush as the vicious
haulback snatched at clothes. |
tried to draw pictures of the build-
ings and their relative location on the
Farquharson plantation but [ rarely
knew the direction [ had come from
or where | was going. Sometimes |
would get myself 50 wurned around
that it was hours before | could find
my whay oul of the bush. When the
children of San Salvador get lost in
the bush they take off their clothes,
urn them inside out and put them
on again, a method which t
will work [ should hawve tri

it |

Exploring the Family Island plan-
tations was always a difficult pros-
pect, and [ scon learned | had to con-
fine myy research to following definite
leads. [n a botany report printed by
the field study school, the students
had noted the discovery of bwo
tombs on the Farguharson plania-
Hon, [ knew they must be the tombs
af Charles Farquharson and his come-
panion Kitty Davies, but It took me
twio years of intermittent searchin
to find them. Finally two men saic
they could take me right to the place

They took me o a low-lying area
with & few trees and some stones
Iying about on the soft red dirt. "Dis
da graveyard,’ they said with cer-
iainty, “'mongst dese stopper trees”
No botanist at the Finger Lakes fteld
school would have ever designated
this place as a gravieyard, | thought,
preparing myself for furiber explora-
tiorr. This was definitely not the
place

[ had been all over the area of the
main yard dozens of times over the
years and had seenm nothing. Once
again we marched up the hill to the
great house. Usually [ watch where
I'm walking so that [ don't break my
neck, but this time | looked at the
dense bush along the road for a sign,

Two-year search for
two graves on Far-
quharson plantation
brought success but
within months the
Eraves ware dese-
crated by natives
sparching for gold.

(e BTey

ary kind of sign. | spotted what look-
ed barely like a path. The men cut
the bush and [ follewed

There it was, twao tombs enclosed
by a shorl stone wall with an open-
ing where a wooden gate had once
been. One hand-hewn fencepost
blocked owr weay The smaller grave
was badly broken up and there was
a large hole at the food of Farquhar-
SO grave

When [ went back to the site
several months later, it was clearly
visible from the road, The entire area
had been bumt and cleared for plant-
ing, the natives said. 5ince the place
was covered with rocks, it was ob-
vious that no planiing had been or
was about te be done there The
graves had received further desecra-
tion by gold hunters. | was told that
islamnd l¢ aften wentl w0 the
places | been in hopes of finding
gold. My hope now is that scholars
wll follew behind me and find the
treasunes | have missed or fake my
lead and find new treasure

As for the people of San Salvador
who could not believe | would
search so desperately for anything
but treasure, they are right, but my
sought-after reasre is not gold but
the diamond of historical truth. B




1824 Storm
Search Is
Rewarding

BY DOMALD C. GABY

“One hundred years ago a severe hur
ricane came here and tipped me over.
Then | began 1o send up this vigorous
young sprout and now this greater
tempest has utterly destroyed me”
These words, weitten by Charles Tor-
rey Simpson in describing damage
dane a1 his home in the famous hiur-
ricanie of September 1926, set this
writer an a quest for evidence of that
earlier great hurricane, This effort ex-
tended over a decade. It may serve to
illustrate how even an amateur
historian can make an interesting and
sometimes useful contributlon,

Dr. Charfes Torrey Simpson was a
fascinating person. & botanist with
the Smithsonian Institetion, he spent
much time in Florida during the late
Ih century and made hiz fnal
home in Miami early inthe 20th. He
had personally experienced many
hurricanes in Florida and Cuba, and
had also visited soon after where
other humicanes had passed in order
to assess the darmnage, especlally to
plants. He was quite knowledgeable
about these storms.

[n 1903 he bought a 15% acre
homesite near the mouth of the Lit-
tle River and proceeded o build a
home. This property consisted of a
beautiful stand of red mangroves
along the shore of Biscayne Hay,
tropical hardwood hammock on the
higher ground, and pine woods
simpson wrote several books on
South Florida, and in Florida Wilditfe
(1) e described in telling detail the ef-
fects af the 1926 hurrlcane an his
hammock

There was a very old cak tree that
had been tipped to an angle of 45
degrees in some earlier sborm with is
fop twisted off, but it had {hrown up
a vigorous shoot, no doubt im-
mediately after the storm that injuned
it. By 1926 this shoot had reached a
height of 50 feet and a diameter of
16 inches. The 26 storm twisted the
whole off at the ground and threw it
across & path through the hammock
In clearing the path, Simpson sawed
off the shoot and, being a botanist, he
counted the tree rings There were

the new growth that fell in the 1926 hurricane. wasrn

about an even hundred!

The "26 storm also felled a great
many pine irees and, wherever these
were cut to clear roads or yasds,
Simpsan counted the rings. He found
that nearly all of them were about
100 years old, with here and there an
clder tree. Skmpson was 79 years of
ag& when he made this record, and
85 when his book was published.
Here was clear evidence, speaking
from the past, of a great hurricane
thiat passed owver this samwe anes aboul
a century before, that is, about 1B24)

Simpson’s account intrigued me.
Being a metecrologist and at thal time
employed at the National Hurrcane
Center, | began to waonder how one
might learn mome about this early
hurricane, wiho might heve observed
it where Miaml later was 1o develop
and what effect, tf any, it had on ous
local history, | began to read all that
was available on American hur-
ricanes of that period. More Impor-
ani, [ asked the advice of know
ledpeable frends. As in all such
endeavors, the help of others is in-
dispensable, and so it proved for me
Arva Moore Parks, noted |ocal
historian, made several valuable sug-
gestions. Among these were that |
should read the Territorial Papers of
the United Stmtes (2) in the Universi-
ty of Miami library, plus other refer-
ences (3} She also suggesied that, if
ever in Washington, DC., 1 should
read the Cape Florida Lighthouse Let-
ters (4) at the National Archiveés

I first read the Tersitorial Papers and

other references and from these leam-
&d much about who was living 1n the
grea o become Miaml in the 1820=
In 1821 the United Siates scquired
Fiorida from Spain and one of the
Covernment's first responsibilities
was to determine land ownership
Several familes did reside near the
mouth of the Miamd River and on Hey
Biscayne, but no writlen record was
found of what must have been a
frightening experience in the
wHldErmiess

Uther reading included Early
American Hurrlcanes by Dawid
Ludlum (5} which contained ac-
counts of hurrlcanes n 1824 and
1827 that might have been the storm
The 829 hurricane he described as
passing [nto Geordla after hawving
previously passed through the Lower
Bahama Islands. He stated further
that "Its previous history ks shroud-
ed in silence. Neither Poey nor Tan-
nehill mentions any activity in the
West Indies al this tirme,’

[ hiad read Tannehill's famous book
Hurricanes {6) The equally famous
listing of hurricanes by Poey (7) was
not avallable in any local IEbrary D
Ludlum was &5 cenowned historian
and had obviously mad Poey, and
this was taken 1o mean that this hur-
ricane must have reached the
Bahamas over & passage across the

iy &

Donald C. Gaby, a meteorologist who
has been lured Into research and

writing, prormises Update mone articles




open ocean north of the West Indies!
This initial period of reading hur
ricane maierial available in Miami
took place In 1970-71,

In early summer of 1972 [ was for
tunate 10 obtain a new position as
manager of a fleld station of the Na-
ticnal Environmental Satellite Ser-
vice being established in Miami. One
benefit of the new job was the re-
quirement and opporunity to travel
to Washington, DL at least once a
year to meet with the other sfation
managers and our chiel. That sum-
mer our first meeting ended on a Fri-
day at noon and at last came the op-
portunity to wisit the Matlonal Ar
chives. Acting on a {ip given by Ar-
va Parks, upon arrival | asked for a
Dr. Holdcamper who was familiar
with the Cape Florida Lighthouse Let-
ters. She immediately showed me
Foewr to obdsin these and | sat down
to an aflernoon of most nieresting
reading

In those days the lighthouses wene
under the Commissioner of the Rew-
enue who also had collectors of the
revenue at selected cities and a feet
of revenue cutters. These letlers con-
tained correspondence among the
collectors at Key West and 5t
Augustine and their chiel at
Washington, and after construction
of the Cape Florida Lighthouse also
contalned correspondence with the
lighthouse keepers. | was able 1o read
the letters from [B23 through 1829
before having to leave to catch my
flight home. Among valuable infor-
mation gained was the following:
1} That the Congress had appropria-
ted monmey for three lighthouses
along the Florida coast during the
1823-24 session, one of which was
to be built at Cape Florida.

2) Of a contract made with Mr.
Sarmue]l Lincoln of Boston to bulld
the Cape Florida lighthouse and the
presumed loss of his ship with
maferials in the "gale” of September
[B24. ("Gale” was a term common-
Iy used for hurricane.)

3) Reporis of damage to buoys in the
Heys that same month

4) No other references to storms from
1823 through 1829,

By late 1872 [ thought | had
enaugh material for a story and be-
gan io pul i iogether. All of the
evidence appeared to point to the
September 1824 hurricane as the
one that had devastated Simpson’s
hammaock and sunk the ship laden
with materials for construction of the
lighthouse at Cape Florida. & prelim-
inary “mosi probable irack™ for the
greal storm was drawn

In order to avoid criticism of bias,
I asked Gilbert C. Clark, experienced
hurricane lorecaster at the National

Hurricane Center, to FTW the
track. Gil Clark was most happy 1o
assisi in this way. The track fit
Ludlum's account of a passage
through the Bahama [slands as well
as ather evidence. (See Figure 1.) In
August 1973 my very first version
of “Miami’s Earliest KEnown Greal
Hurricane™ was seni to Dr. Charlton
W, Tebeau who was then editor
of Tequesta, the journal of the
Historical Association of Southemn
Florida

During October 1973, while re-
searching an 1876 hurricane for Ar-
va, | found an error in the Monthly
Weather Review track for that hure-
ricane near Washington, DC [ wrote
to the Mational Climatic Center to in-
form them of this error and mention-
ed working on the September 1824
hurricane in Florida, W. Hedges of
the Center wrote to thank me. and
for my study he included weather
chservations teken at Tampa (Fort
Brooke) and 5t Augustine during
that early pericd

Although the observations at 5t
Augustine did not indicate clearly
the passage of a hurricane  that
manth, they were such as to indicate
that the 1824 hurricane, in passing
from South Florida to Georgia, must
have mowed sufficiently far offshiore
as io cause no noteworthy weather
al 51, Augustine

Also during October 1973, [ bor-
rowed from the Watiomal Weather
Service library at Washington a copy
of Poey's listing of hurricanes. Most

~ 1 - _. " -_ I ~

Bayfront of the Simpson property strewn after the 1926 hurricane. jrasn

hurricane forecasters at Miami had
not seen thizs classic work. Poey did
make reference 1o a hurricane at
Guadeloupe on 7-8 Seplember [8240
Ludlum had erred in stating other-
wise! This new knowledge provided
the basis for a significantly different
hurricane track that showed the
storm moving from a much lower
latitude across the Lesser Antilles
near Gusdeloupe, Because no men-
tion of this storm appeared to have
been recorded in Puerio Rico, the
track was drawn with the storm
passing well east and north of that
island, placing it in the weaker laft
rear guadrant where the winds are
usually much less. Again Gil Clark
constructed a most probable track, it
being shown as No. 2 tn Figure 1

During 1974 the "final” story was
put together, revised a couple of
times after suggestions by Professor
Tebeau of the University of Miami
and by Arva. Galley proofs were
returned in October. Tequesta 1974
was published in early 1975 and
contained the arlicle "Miami's
Earliest Bnown Great Hurricane™
with the second treck indicated as
the most probable for this hurricane
in 1824

Several years passed. Then in July
1979 a man came o my office who
would add another chapter to my
story. S5r. Jorge Rovira was an
attorney from San Juan, Puerto Blco
and an avid amateur weatherman.
Our conversalion naturally led to
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"my" hurricane of 1824 and [ asked
if e might know of any evidence for
this storm in Puerto Rico Rovira
replied that he did not, but that he
had a friend who most certainly
would, if the stormn had affected
Puerto Rico. He told me aof a book by passage
Luis A Salivia, M.D. treating the
hurricanes that had affected that
island. Upen his return home he
graciously sent me a to]E:r of Historis
de los Temporales de Puerto Rico y

Laz Antillaz (1452 a 1970),

This book (8), published in 1972,
had been unknown o me and was
not available in the lib
National Hurricane Center. Imagine
my delight in reading in detail of the
on O September 1824, of
this hurricane across the southwest
corner of Puerto Rico. It had been
one of the most severe hurricanes o
strilke that sland up to that time.

With this new information, yet

another storm track was revised by
Gil. This appears as storm track No.
3 of Figure 1.

One suggestion made by Arma had
still not been followed, It was that |
should visit the public library in Key
West and ask Betty Bruce, chief libra-
rian, for her help in finding any ear-
Iy newspaper accounts in Key West
that may have mentioned this storm.
Although that suggestion had been

e oo page T

at the

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale

Mean wind Storm surge North Atlantic &
Storm Power |cucor pescription speeds (mph) (1) Gulf examples
scal i Minimal 7485 4.5 Agnes 1972
D i d B 2 Moderate 96-110 -8 Cleo 15654
gﬂe Y 3 Extensive 111-130 9-12 Betsy 1965
Miamians e (31188 1318 Dwid 1970
5 Catastrophic  Greater than 155 Greater than 18 Camille 1969
By JEANNE BELLAMY

Herbert Salfir devised scale, gave it to the Hurricane Center: center director Robert Simpson
added storm surge heights, sweser samg

The Richier Scale is to earthquakes as the Saffir-Simpson
Scale is to hurricanes.

People have been understanding the magnitude of
earthquakes for nearly hall a century since Prof. Charles
F Richter published his scale in 1935. The power of hus-
ricanes siayed nameless until & Miami engineer devised
the Saffir-Simpson Scale in 1971

In that year, Herbert 5 Saflir wrote & meport for the
United Nations on low-cost construction to resist high
winds, While studying hurricanes all over the world for
the praject, he devised a tabulation to explain the destruc-
five strength of these tropical cyclones. The full texi spells
out the Kind of wreckage to be expected al each level of
wind speed,

For instance, a Grade One storm is “nominal,” with
winds only 74 to 95 miles an hour, The worst Kind, Grade
Five, would be “catastrophic,” like the Labor Day Hurricane
of 1935 which knocked over a milway train in the Florida
Ezyvs and drowned 400 persons with a storm surge that
roared owver the low islands 11 to 18 feet higher than the
norrmal level of the sea.

The narrative part of the Saffir-Simpson Scale gives this
frightening description of a Grade Five storm: “Winds
greater than 155 miles per hour, Shrubs and trees blown
deowrn; considerable damage 1o roofs of buildings; all signs
down, Very severe and extensive damage to windows and
doors, Etrn'f!al:t failure of rools on many residences and
industrial buildings, Extensive shattering of glass in
windows and doors. Some complete building failures.
Small buildings everturmed or blown away Complete
destruction of moblle homes. AndAor: storm surge
than 18 feel above normal, Major damage to lower floors
of all structures less than 15 feet above sea level within
SO0 yards of shore. Low-lying escape roules inland cut
by HHIE water 3 to 5 hours before hurricane center ar-

assive evacuation of residential areas on low

ground within 3 1o 10 miles of shore possibly required”

Saffir gave the scale to the Hurricane Center in Miami
for the use of its forecasters. The director of the center,
Robert Simpson, added the estimates of the height of
storm surges, so the table has been known since then as
the Saffir-Simpson Scale

Saffir, the head of Herber Saffir Consuliing Engineers
in Coral Gables, has studied and reported on hurricane
damage 1o structures in many paris of the world for 30
years. He is the author of the South Florida Building Code’s
section on wind load requirements. His work made this
code the first in the land fto set design standards based
on sound tnﬂlmdnﬁﬂnclp]ﬂi

Pew laymen know that wind gets stronger with height.
A three-story building would feel a 120-mdle-an-hour wind
ai that speed. The same wind would strike the top of a
-story skyscraper at 167 miles an hour, according fo
a widely used engineering formula. On this basis, Saffir
recently calculated exactly how strong bulldings must be
at various heighls to survive hurricanes. Using these
figures, the South Flarida Building Code will let one-story
buildings be & linle weaker than those 30 feet or more
in height, thus saving construction cosis,

The [20-mile-an-hour wind is Grade Three on the
scale —one likely 10 cause extensive damage once in 50
years. Saffir explains that building for toal resistance o
hurricanes would be very expensive and not practical.

Saffir's report on a tornado that battered parts of Fort
Lauderdale on May 24, 1979, was printed for the conven-
tion of the American Society of Civil Englinzerﬁ at Miami
Beach in 1980, He found that the tormado’s wind speeds
at touchdown were those of a Grade Five hurricane, at
least 155 miles an hour. He concluded that the destruc-
tion he saw was “the type of da that would ensue
under hurricane conditbons even with & strong hurricane-
resistant code” Il
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™IAMI

HURRICANE
1824

Tracking the history of a hurricans can take longer than fracking the actual hurricane, Donald C. Gaby has plotted four courses
for the 1824 “Miami” hurricane, based on information collected in research aver a decade. Earller verslons are numbered and the

heavy ling 15 the latest, wess o saey

made tn 1977, 1 weas not until March
1981 that events conspired to place
me in the Fey West library on a rainy
afterncon.

Mrs., Bruce and her sister were
most helplul. After regretfully infor-
ming me that a newspaper had o
been published in Key West until
1829 (100 late for my storm), they
suggested that | read the Royal Ga-
zette, published at Nassau, Bahama
[slands in 1B24, which the library
had en microfilm. The Royal Gazette
{EJD added much new daia,

uring September 1824 there
were many reporis of ships lost or
demaged, including a Royal Navy
survey vessel. In October, the Gazette
published the Meteorclogical Diary
for September. This dave the obser-
vations of wind sirength and direc-
tion, plus weather, and the record
clearly showed that the hurricane
had passed east and north of Nassau
and very close to that city duning the
evening of 13 Seplember 1824 while
moving westward,

In our earlier reconstruction of
most probable tracks, the evidence
seemed to indicate that the hurricans
reached the region of the Miami
River on 13 September 1824 and this
was shown in the version previously

published in Tequesta Now a final
mrm:ﬂ:m could be made. The path
of the great hurricane of Seplember

1824 is most likely close to track No
4 junnumbered, shown in Figure 1
as the h line extending across
the Lesward Islands and the south-
west comer of Puerto Rico, then
through the Bahama I[slands to
Miami, and finally off the Florida
coast near Palm Beach before
moving into Geuﬁliu:. It must heve
reached the area that is now Miami
on 4 Seplember 1824,

I5 the job yet finished? Probably not
Although 1 now feel confident abowt
the major features of the storm’s
track, there is cerlainly room for
adjustment. Also, perhaps someday
an eye-witness account of the storm
in Florida will be found in an old
trunk in someone's attic

Things 1 learned along the way
about historical research included
these poinis: (1) Aszk for help
wherever it may be found and do
your best to follow sugdestions
given. (2) Don't trust any authority,
even the most reno make mis-
takes and may net have done their
research well, (3) Always go to the
original sources when those are
available. (4) Expect io be led from
one source or person to another,
some of the best leads are found this
way. (5] Don't hiurry! Don't even star,
if you don't have plenty of time. l

{l} FLORIDA WILDLIFE, Charles T
Simpson. The Macmillan Co, New
York, 1932

{2} TERRITORIAL PAPERS OF THE
UNITED STATES, Vol XXII, pp
94-95 and VOIL XX, p 17
Washington DC

[3) THE EARLIEST LAND GRANTS IN
THE MIAMI AREA, Henry 5
Marks, Tequesia, No. XV pp
1521, 1958

(4} LIGHTHOUSE LETTERS, John Rod-
man, US HNational Archives,
Washington, DC. 1824

{5y EARLY AMERICAN HURRICANES,
1492-1870, David M. Liidlum,
American Meieorological Sochety,
Baston, 189

{6) HURRICANES, THEIR NATURE AND
HISTORY, Ilvan B. Tannehil,
Princeton Unbwversity Press, 1944

{7} TABLE CHRONOLOGIQUE DE
QUATRE CENTS CYCLONES QUI
ONT SEV] DANS LES INDES QC-
CIDENTALES ET DAN L'OCEAN
ATLAMTIQUE NORD PEMDANT
UN INTEEVALLE DE 362 ANNEES
(DEFUIS 1493-1855), Andres
Poey. Paris, [BG2

{8} HISTORIA DE LOS TEMPORALES DE
FUERTO RICO ¥ LAS ANTILLAS
(1492 a 197Q), Luis A Salivia,
.0, Eddorial Edil, lne. San fusds,
Puerto Rico, 1972,

{9) THE ROYAL GAZETTE, Nassau, New
Providence Island, 1824
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20 Years Ago
Cleo Roared In
On Dead Aim

Ey DR, MICHAEL KESSELMAN

Twrenty years ago this August, 1984, Eanger 7 radioed to
earth the first close-up B‘IEIUI‘P_*\. af the moat, the Morth Viet-
namese attacked two United States destrovers in the Gulf
of Tonkin, and a wind whirl began its formation south of
Dakar, Africa. August 27, 1984 marked the 20th anniver-
sary of Cleo, the last hurricane to strike Miaml direcily
gust 15, 1964, was the day this tropical disturbance
was spawned off the African Coast. August 1B the German
ship Lichtensteln reported a falling bamometer and heawy
rains, August 20 a ciroulatlon began o develap and the
troplcal siorm was dubbed Cleo The storm reached hier-
ricane intensity the next day. wking dead aim at the island
of Guadeloupse. Alter leaving 14 dead and 44 injured in
Guadeloupe, Cleo intensified south of Puerto Rico with
winds of 140-150 miles per hour, On August 23, a Navy
reconnaissance plane was severely damaged, and seven
crewman njured alfter penetrating the storm's eye
Passing juis south of the Dominican Republic on the
24th, Cleo veered north, entering land east of Les Cayes,
Haill One hundred and thiny people lost their lives and
the starm eaused eonsiderable destruction. Cleo lost miuch
of #is former intensity overland, however, and was a
minimal hurricane when il pessed over a narmow penin-
sula of Cuba, cast of Cabo Cruz, and then info the Gulf of
Guacenyabo. During the trek across Cuba, Cleo's winds
probably dropped below hurricane intensity. According 1o
Chiel Forecaster Dr. Gordon Dunm, "Cuban weather stations

cooperated fully with the National Hurmricame Cemter”
Amazingly, no weather stations in Cuba eported more than
pareniby-mille-per-hour winds. Forecaster Gil Clark noted that
the mountalnous terrain sapped the strength from Cleo's
center. He also said that there were no major weather
reporiing siations in the storm's path

-

Chied Forecaster Gordon Dunn had already had a busy day August
26, 1964 when at 2 om. August 2T Cleo's eye wobbled left in-
stead of right and came directly across Miaml, the first hurricane
since King in 1950 to hit Miami directly. /o s s

Shortly after emerging from Cuba’s north coast, Cleo
regained hurricane intensity and began moving on a
nothwest-to-north course towand southeast Florida, By
midday on the 2584h the siorm had winds of 85 miles per
kit with & 2006 barormedric presaune. Alrerall reconmnads-
sance penetrated the storm thoughout the afternoon and
found no intensification. However, in the three-howr interim
prior to the eye reaching ey Biscayne Cleo intensified at
a rapid rate. This intensification was mainly due o the
wanm lemperatures of the shallow water between the
western edge of the Gulf Stream and the coast

As the storm approached Miamd the difficulty of predict-
ireg ts actual landfall was magnified. According to present-
dey Chiel Hurrcane Forecaster Dir. Meil Frank, who was
a forecaster in 1964,

"Cleo clearly exemplified the constant problem we face
in predicting the actual landfall of a hurricane, The Hur-
ricane Center thought it would not strike because of the
constant wobble of the storm's eye. If the eye wobbled right
Miami would escape unscathved as it did during Hurricane
David in 1979, However, al the last moment, the eye of
the hurricane wobbled left and moved into Hey Biscayne
al 2 am. August 27, [B64”

Clea was the firal hureleane to deliver & direct biow to
Miarni simee Hurricane King in 1950, The sustained winds
reached 11O miles per hour when the anemometer atop
the aviation building blew aweay, Gusts were estimated to
hawve been as high as 135 miles per hour, Based on preseni-
day Hurricane Center categorization, Cleo would be clas-
sified as a category bwo storm which is a borderline major
level storm at best. The lowest barometric reading was
2857 at North Miami. Rainfall in the city totaled 680"
but Chief Forecaster Dunn claimed that the actual rainfall
was nine or ten inches as some of the precipitation was
bBlown from the gawge. Dr, Frank also noted that Cleo's min-
fall was lower bacause of iis swifl mie of forward speed.
The highest tides only reached 5.5 feel above normal at
Pempano Beach. Forecasier Gil Clark noted that If Cleo ap-
proached from the east todey it would generate 8- to 10-foat
tides above normal, Cled's passage was also accompanied
by especially vivid flashes of lighining around the storm’s
eye

The geometric center of the eye passed over Virginia Key
and reached the west side of Biscayne Bay at the 36th Simeet
Causeway. Extensive damage was reported along Miami
Beach while Perrine, Homestead and areas west of the
Palmetto Expressway escaped with minimal destruction
Trees were uprooted. plate glass windows broken, auto-
maobiles overturned and communication disrupted In
Dade. Broward and Palm Beach Counties. Al least two
dozen fires broke out from dewned power lines A
warehouse fire caused one-hall million dollars in damage
as firernen could not cope with the raging fames fanned
by the gusting wind. Forecaster Clark noted, “"The noise
wis 50 loud from the wind that you could not even hear
yourself falk”

At Opa-locka alrport, a DC-3 plane was lifted off the
ﬁnund and found In a canal a mile from its original spot.

ush lobbies in the Fontalnebleau, Deauville, Kenilworth
and Carillon Hotels in Miami Beach suffered extensive
damage with broken plate glass windows, collapsed ceil-
ings and rulned furnlture. Sand and trees made Collins
Avenue completely impassable. The eastern end of
Temiami Tradl was blocked by fallen trees

According to Miamd Sanitation Director |, Grady Phelps,
“This storm spewed more twigs, leaves, boards, paper and
fcngra[ju nk into greater Miami than amy other hurricane.

have been around after every hurricane since 1926, and

Cotvumee dn pige A

D, Michael M. Kesselman has ranged from hurricanes to
naturalists to schools in his Update contributions,
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this one tops them all for bringing down the trash” The
Red Cross reported 1,200 homes, 71 small businesses, and
80 trailers severely damaged. Two hundred traffic lights
were downed in the metropolitan area

The 110-mile-per-hour winds of Cleo wreaked havoc on
buildings in Dade County Wind damage exceeded
515, at Jackson Memorial Hospital An estimated
5250000 damage was reported at Dade County parks.
Cak and ficus trees were felled at Fairchild Garden while
the press box was blown away al Miami Central High
stadium. Windows were smashed all along Miracle Mile
in Coral Gables. Electricity was disrupted in more than
300,000 homes in Dade while telephones were oul in
61,000 homes.

Local institutions of higher learning felt the wrath of
Cleo. Extensive water and wind damage was reported at
Miami-Dade Community College and the University of
Miami. Numerous windows were smashed at the Lind-
sev Hopkins Education Center. Widespread damage was
reported at Barry College. One hundred trees were [evel-
ed, windows were broken and the roof torn off the chapel.

The local airports also felt the brunt of the storm. Twenty

rivate and commercial planes were damaged at the

iami [nternational Airport, Two buildings were damag-
ed at Tamiami Airport and al Opa-locks Airport nine
planes were damaged extensively.

The National Hurricane Center was housed In the "old
aviation building” located at 26th Sreet and 271h Avenue.
The nine-story building. which has since been torn down,
was un as a hotel, then called the chicken coap in the
[940s because chickens were raised within iis confines.
When the aviation industry and National Airlines purchas-
ed and modernized the building in the late 408 the Hue-
ricane Center, which had been located ai the Lindsey
Hopkins Education Center until 1959, was moved (o the
radar-equipped aviation building.

Eme:.a.sur Gl Clark and map-plotter Tom Dow watch-

ed and monitored Hurricane Cleo from the sviation
hu:l::l[rtrig Clark recalled that fateful day in which he was
trapped on an elevator during the apex of the storm. Ac-
coeding 1o Clark:

"Torm and 1 wanted to actually see the storm in action
We took an elevator to the top of the building during the
eye and observed an eerie calm including clear skies and
bright stars. On the way down, the elevator stopped above
the floor as the wind gusted 1o hurricane strength disrup-
ting power after the center’s Eamge. We both crawled
|hruugh. a narrow opening in the door, If the elevator had

started again, it would have sliced us both in half”

The winds blew away the anemometer at the aviation
building, giving a boos! to Gorden Dunn's longlime ul-rFu-
ment for stronger wind measuring instruments. The
ricane Center was moved the next year to the new modermn
offices at the University of Miamd with more sophisticated
wind-measuring equipment

President Lyndon B. Johnson declared Dade and eight
other countles in Florida ranging northward to Volusia as
major disaster areas. Fortunately only three persons lost
their lives nﬁﬂ (ﬂ:ndz :hla'?[:ulﬁ Tlhlrh.r-elghl m
were reported in nt ¢ final manetary
total slatewide reached 125,000,000,

The entire east coast of Florida felt the winds of Cleo,
Thirty per cent of the state's grapelnait crop and ten per
cent nﬁvz orange crop were destroyed. Tormados were
reparted in Davie, Titusville and New Smyma Beach.

In retrospect. Chiel Hurricane Forecaster in 1964 Gor-
don Dunn sald he was surprised by Cleo's intensity. "We
felt we had our finger on the intensity and it fooled us.
Next time we will probably increase our margin of safe-
ty, or in other words, we are going to make it a little harder
for anyone to accuse us of slicing the bologna too thin”

The dilemma of precise prediction of a severe hur
ricane's landfall continues to plague weather forecasters
today. There ist us pressure on forecasters to pin-
point an exact landfall of a hurricane with adequate ad-
vance warning to facilitate sufficient evacuation pro-
cedures. The margin of error can be based on a slight wab-
ble of the storm's eye o the left or right.

Although the cost of securing and evacuating the area
is great, it is a m r price to pay when considering the
potential catastrophic ramification of a category 4 or 5
storm. According to Dr. Nefl Frank, Chief Hurricane Fore-
caster loday, “A hurricane like Cleo would have only a
mild impact on the community foday, however a storm
equal o 1926 would bring the commumnity 1o ifs knees
with death and destruction.

“We were lucky in 79 as David wobbled 1o the right,
but we may not be as fucky in the future, What ks needed
fs & rapid evacuation. It will take twenty-one hours to
evacuale Dade and Broward County”

Many agonizing questions still remain unanswered. Wil
enoigh people heed advance warndngs? Is 21 hours suf-
ficient time to evacuate the area? Hopefully these and
other questions will not be answered in 1984, the 20th

| anniversary of Hurricane Cleo. @
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Family Copes
with Gators
Through Four

Generations

By PATSY WEST

My family has never been fond of
alligators and crocodiles. Its first real
contact with the reptiles was in 1888
when my great-grandparents, Wil-
liam and Adeline Freeman, moved
with their childsen to Litle River from
Marion County, Florlda. Great-
Grandfather Freeman hunted with
the Seminoles, which doubtless in-
cluded hunting gaiors. Family picnics
to the beach entailed crossing
Crocodile Hole—a black-water creek
fringged with large mangroves, brack:
ish water, and an abundance of
crocks

A local character who came 1o be
associated with sauriens and who
popularized them as an early tourist
atiraction was Alligater Joe. nee War-
ren Frazee. Joe was known for his
alligator exhibitions in Palm Beach
and south to Miamd from the late
1890s to 1815 According o my
grandmaother, Ethel Freemanm West,
{eal-Grandfather Freeman helped
Alligator Joe caich a [ifteen-foot
crocodile at Crocodile Hole, probably
aroiind the tum of the century. Joe

kept the animal penned i o partially-
sunk derelict boat on Little River for
inirisia o see. After the Freeman
farmily caught Joe trying to feed it a
live dog, however, Joe was not wel-
comed om Little Biver

Joe later opened a crudely bulle ai-
tmciion at the juncture of Wagnes
Creek and the Miami River, stocking
the slough area with alligators and
crocodiies. This site was considered
a bopa fide tourisl attraction by 1911
and was featured on the sightseeing
boat 1ours of the Biscayne Navigation
Company. The Miami Herald stated

More visitors see Joe's performances

in Florida each winter than go to amy
other single atraction (Miami Herald,
Aprl 1, 1901)°

In May 1911 Joe took a meported
3,000 alligators and crocodiles of all
simed 1o & resorl near Denver, Colomado
(Miami Herald. May 12, 1911) In 1815
he booked his saurian attraction at
the San Francisco Exposition, during
which he died of pneumonla

Joe left ar unusual estate consistin
of 148 alligators valued & 52 000, 2

,E_"l

kwise top left:
W was one of 8 number of
white men who wrestled with alligators at
Bu=a Isle towrlst attraction for abmost 50
years. One indian uses a steel rod to call
Alligator fram mm;r;m other stands
ready to shoot when it appears. Henry
Coppinger performed with in
shows throughout the country, wsn

crocodiles, S2.700; S00 baby
alligators, 5250
In the depresston years when
money was tight, it was not uncoms
moen for young Floddians to hunt
alligators for extra income. My cousin
Clarence Fhinney hunted In the
Dirytona area west of Port Orange. He
said that the best method of huniing
was io carefully steal up to a pond
where ihe gators were swimming or
sunning on the bank and get ina
shot. Any notse and they would scat-
ter for the water or hide in their dens
under the bank
Then came tedious work for the
hunter. The alligator's den had 1o be
located. One hunder would push &
thin steel rod down into the ground
umntil he hit the den. Then he would
gradually work the alligator out into
e water, where sooner or [ater the
gator would have to surface for air
and could be shot
Seminole Indians and white huni-
Lot an Fabglr A

Patay West, who, lthe Thelma Peters,

wrole for Update's first issue, October
1973, Is now busy being & mather in

Forl Lauderdale
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ers also employed an additional
strategy of “calling™ the alligators out
of their den. Laving the steel mod
against their throats. they would im-
itate the gator's mating call or “grunt,”
which vibrated down the red o the
gator. Thinkil:-ﬁ his territory was be-
ing invaded, the gator would swim
i the surface where he could be shod
{interview Clarence W Phinney, 5t
1719/80; interview Allan W. Davis,
1722780

In Miami, the former success of
Alligator Joe's business efforts had
nol been forgetten. In an interview
with Henry Coppinger, Jr. in 1975
concerning the Seminole Indians
role in Miami tourist attractions |
Lumf;i el Htrial-'.r 5 1n'-rn-1v¢ni|en: in
populerizing alligator wresiling in
the 19205 and IE%rD-: He performed
in major South Florida shows a5 well
a3 in pools throughout the couniny,
even going to a Canadian exhibition
Henry's wrestling was a spectacular
show and & real crowd-thriller. He
actually dove out of a canoe into the
water o capiure and then wrestie the
alligator, then pul it to sleep by strok-
1n€_ul'rl:ﬁ: belly,

t Musa lsie tourist asttracton,
alligator wrestling by Seminole and
white wrestlers was a bey feature un-
1il the attraction closed in the 1960s,
1.'hri|]lng crowds of tourists for almost

.ﬁ.ﬁgam: wrestling was not with-
out cascealties and was not for the in-
experlenced to attempt. Among
daredevil feats, placing one’s head in
the alligator’s open mouth was a
very popular showpiece. A the time
it became a popilar stunt, however,
the Seminole men were wearing
their halr combed back with a long
froni bang. On occasion & man's
bang fell forward, fouching the
gators palate The jaws snapped
shut and even after the gator was
shot, 1 was difficult o pry the jaws
from the man's head (Inferview
Allan W. Davis, 1722/80). Among
the many Seminole Indian wrestlers
in Muu !sle 5 Ien&h'.* history were
Henry [lie, Henry Sam
'nl.n'illlz I'-'er ceola, and Bobby
Tiger. Notable white wrestlers were
Allan W Davis, Phil Wofford, Tex
Farless, and Tommy Carter

Alligator hides, once a major
source of income for the Seminoles,
a5 a markel were on their way out
by the 1930s. When Bert Lasher, the
entrepreneur Sowner of Musa Isle
tourist attraction from 1922 1o 1932,
ieft the attraction, the Musa Isle
lmd:nidpcsl: closed. As a result, Wil-
liarm Hinley Osceola, head of
Musa Isle Indian Camp, and Allan W
Davis, the attraction’s foreman, went
imto business together to pick up
Musa Isle’s hide trade, one of the last

Charlie Tommis, armed with steel rod and
gun, is off to hunt alligators. suse

such businesses in the area.

1 grew up on Tidewater Creek on
the Morth Fork of New Biver in Fort
Lauderdale, which had its share of
alligators. They were looked on asa
threat, When our house wias under
construction in 1947, an alligator
crawled out of the creek and f2ll in-
to the pit du:F for the septic tank. [t
wias a topic of conversation for neigh-
borh children for years. Neigh-
borhood dogs were known 1o have
been eaten by alligators. The greatest
scare my parenits ever had was when
they were walking our bwo Samao-
yeds by the creek and an alligator
charged the dogs, throwing one up
the banlk. My father beat the 10-foot
alligator off with the dog's metal link
leash

One of my earliest recollections
was my father giving me a sterm lec-
ture on what 1o do i | was ever chas
ed by an alligator. He =aid to nin in
mg-zags. An alligator could run fasi
on a straight course, he said, and a
r.ig—.ga? course would throw him off
and stow him down. Then climb a
tree fast, he said.

My parenis were not wery happy
with myy grandfather, Clarence West,
o real animal lover, when he began
feeding an alligator off our landing
COne day he learned his lesson when
he went 1o the dock without any
gator food and got treed up a coconut
by the hungry, disappointed galor

Evening wisitors to our house were
always “treated” to a view of the
creek at night. With a high-powered
flashlight, we would “shine” the
gators down the creek, their eyes

showing as large. red, illuminated

WS

When the subdivision Gill lsles
was built in the fate 18505 in the
dense hammock across the creek
from our house, the bulldozers cul
a swath which disturbed an alligator
and her nest. She had to be shot
That weekend, father took a
friend of mine and me o see the
nest. The eggs had hatched and we
posed for the camera holding the ag-
gressive baby #m

Two family friends once got into
a great feud over whether or not
alligators were naturally apgressive
One friend was in the sightsesing
boat business, the other lived néar us
on the creek. Folks in our neighbor-
hood had no love for alligators, We
wiere all too afraid for ourselves, our
children and our pets. Yet, in this
period when conservation and pres-
ervation of the species were begin-
ning to gather momentum, it was
hard to explain to the officials that
alligators could not only be a nui-
sance, but a theeat. In 1950, my
grandmother wrote 1o the governor
and our senator conceming our local
plight. Their reply suggested that the
athgumm ummmnessum “great-

n::-r ﬁ:d we have much help on a
local level from the game wardens
Unless we had the gater contained
(like in the septc tank pit) where
they could easi T capture and take it

away, they could do nothing. The
p-:-hc:: recognized the potential dan-
ger, but could not give permisston o
dizcharge a gun in the city limits.
Since there are now seawalls all
along the creek, the alligators have
gone elsewhere. They are no [l:lanw
on the endangered list and a
licensed individuals are now allow-
ed to dispatch the pests quickly off
fo gator hmn if they cause trouble

ina i

E;Embtr 1982 the Ilemgér
Flur::lu Letter” reparted that alli
farming was really catching on. I:r'.--'
people have developed a taste for the
meat which is served in many area
restauranis.

The welfare of crocodiles is now
an issue and they are the recipienis
of renewed Interest, special laws, and
handling, Fortumately, thelrs is a
more select habitat and they weill
probably never cause the consterna-
tion that the alligators did. Have you
seen the "Crocodile Crossing” signs
on Key Large's Card Sound Road?
Ironically (in light of the family’'s
feelings towards saurians), in the
past year we have been approached

by the federal mment to sell
fhierm & portion of real estate on Narih
Eey Largo for. . .of all things a

crocedile refuge! B




15

WHY IS IT CALLED THAT?

Tigertail
Avenue

BY WELLBORN PHILLIFS

Tigertail Avenue in Coconut Grove is
named for a famous Seminole Indian,
Tigger Tail, who was bom in Spanish
Florida about 1780, His real name
was Thiockls Tustenugges, or Fish
Warrior. His father was chiefl of the
Tellahassee branch of Seminoles

Young Fish Warrior grew up to be
a consphowous figure: ower six tall,
athletic, powerfully-bullt, with dask
skin, deep furrows in his face, and a
nﬁa:]ndl mnu:ﬂn:hul: were Con-
5 ¥ than the awe

The First ﬁmimlt War :13&15}
accurred while Fish Warrior was s4ill
a young man but his tribe remained
friendhy with the white man. He lived
foor & while with the BEobert Gambles,
a prominent plantation family and
dwzlug:d polished manners. He
spoke English fluently, was baptised
a Christian, kept the Sabbath, and
had many friends among the whites,

The LUnited States purchased
Florlda from Spain in 1821 and two
years later Governor William P Duval
sought & eful solution with the
Indians, During negotiation of the
treaty of Moultre Creek, he armanged
for extensive athletic activithes 1o keep
the [ndians busy. Young Fish Warrior
became the star athlete. During the
races and ball games, e wore a strip
of panther skin dangling from his
belt. Friends referred to him as a
"human tkger”, and he was nicknam-
ed “Tiger Tadl”

The Treaty of Moultre Creek calked
for the Indfans’ remowval o a
4 000 000 sere reservalion siretching
from Oecala =zouth to Charlafte
Harbour. It pleased no one. Charges
of bad faith and fraud flew. During
the next 12 years moderate Indian
leaders like Meamanths and John
Hicks lost influence and were replac-
ed by firebrands such as Micanopy,
Billy Bowlegs, Osceola - and Tiger
Tail. These new chiefs led their tribes
o war.

The Second Semincle War
(1835-1842) was one of the most
savage, costly wars In American
history, Casualties included 1466
American troops and thousands of
Indians killed; numerous plantations,
their owners, slaves, and Hvestock,
were destroyed.  (Mysteriously, the

Thiockla Testenugges, also known as Fish
Warrlor and Tiger Tall. pusn

Robert Gamble Plantation, almost
alone, escaped destruction.} Tiger Tail
earned the reputation wilh the whites
a5 the most talented and devious of
all chiefs

The Indians were not completely
defeated. There was no peace treaty
America declared "we won™ and sent
the troops home! Some Indians had
reireated [nio the Everglades; where
their descendants remain foday
Cihers were killed or captured and
shipped off 1o the Oklahoma reserva-
thon. Osceolda was capiuped under a
white flag of truce and died in prison

Cme might the village where Tiger
Tall was %s:n:md was surprised by
American troops and supposedly
everyone was captured. The Indians
showed the whites a large and very
old Indian on a bed whose facial
features were not recognizable as he
suppoesedly had been beaten up in a
drunken brawl. The whites were 1old
"That is Tiger Tail”

The jubilant whites pui “Tiger Tail™
and the rest of the prisoners on ships
headed lor New Orleans on their way
to Oklahoma The Indian the Federals
thought was Tiger Tail died in New
Oxrleans

More recent evidence indicates that
Thger Tail achually escaped and lived
on. Some believe he escaped that
night from the camp info the
swamps; others he went along,
unrecognized o Oklahoma, then
escaped 1o Mexico, then found his
wiry back 1o Florida

In the 1860% an Indian armived in
Dade County and settled in the area
that was soon bto be known as
iCoconut Grove He was believed to be
about 70 years old but he was still
strong. well-bullt, ower skx feet tall,
with darie skin, furrows in his face,
and a large mouth and nose He said
his name was Tiger Tail. He camped
on the bluff in the area noth of
where Aviation Avenue is ioday. Al
the time there were a few “squatiers”
in the area and wery shorily permia-
nent seitlers such as the Beasleys,
Fronws, Peacocks, and Pents, Tiger Tall
became friendby with the whites,
wandering up and down the irails,
sometimes (rading, other times just
visiting

At this time, there was an ill-
defined trail that was aciually a
branch of the main trail that ran aleng
parallel to the coast. It began about
where 27th Avenue is today and con-
tinued off into the woods 1o about the
location of present day 17th fAvenue.
Thix trafl was soon nlcknamed “Tiger
Tell's Trafl™ after the white settlers’
new Indian [Hend

In 1882, the old Indian Tiger Tatl
was standing under & iree during a
rain slorm when he was struck and
killed by lightning The chance 1o
establish his identity for sure died
with him, Tiger Tail's Trall remains!

When developers began platting
subdivisions starting with the First
Amended Flat of Silver Bluff in 1912,
they named the new sireet located
wherever the old historic trail crossed
thelr subdivision Tigertail Avenue
and the board of county commis-
sioners made it official when it mc-
cepted the plats.

Egprimiwd from The Miary Peafier
Wellborn Phillips, our Realtor-fssocl-
ale writer, continues his serfes on
well-known names in the Misrmd area

OUT OF
THE
TRUNK

Update's cover piciure of Charles
Torrey Simpson by his reflecting pool
carmne out of HASFs trunk, If you
heve not looked at Update’s back
cover. da 5o The picture is & nearly

rfect example of which side is up

hen you make up '.ér}ur mind, give
us a call at 3751492,
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Groveiers were nod so foolish as we looked 1o Miami and
[ am thinking that 1 might enlist the Metropolis in this
cause which would be the szr.'irxi_g| of much money and
thee %Iuing of much mere health and pleasure to ouwr
people

E.M. Munrmoe

Falph Munroe could and did take a stand on almost
any subject, including fime 2ones and dmi;Hgm saving,
which we are il arguing ebout. When he arrived in
Miarmd in 1877 he was considered one of the “swells”
which Helen Muir describes in her Miami USA as & "well-
traveled bunch who exclaimed in flowery language over
the colors of the bay, the sky, the colored fish and the sea
gardens. They lived in boats and in fenis and finally they
crowded the cock Inn which evolved because of their
coming as the first hostelry, barring the Tropical Hotel on
Indian Key™

Munroe soon built his own house on the bay and the
front porch of that house has been recreated in our new
museum. 3it on that porch and waich the film projected
in front of you and you can almost whiff fish drying or
the acrid smell of fire under a huge washing cauldron in
the yard, Visuslize afterncon tea al the Peacock Inn,
dances at Spivey s Hall in Lemon City or the plenics and
socials armund the Grove schoaol

Take these scenes home with you by making a stop at
The Indies En:-mpan‘,'r on your way out of the museum.
Pick up Miami USA, Thelma Peters’ Lemon City, Gertrude
Eenil's The Coconut Grove Schoal or Arva Moore Parle's
The Forgotten Frontier. As long as you are about It, why
not buy all four? Chrisimas is coming.

A RECIPE

Alternoon tea continued through the Bay Era and World
War | and was still fashionable when Ralph Munroe ask-
ed his twenty year-old deughter Patty was she looking for
& husband or did she want a tea house, He offered 1o bulld
her & lea howse across the street from their home, The
Barnacle, and Patty accepted. Brother Wirth butlt the
house under Daddy's supervision, Patty made the cur-
tains, 1ablecloths and napking and her friend Alice Avars,
a ceramist who joined Paity in the business venture,
amanged impors of artifscis; Indian rugs, Jepanese
parasols, and tea from China along with a Chinese tea
chest, from which the tea room got s name,

Tea and tea sandwiches made up the fare. A cup of tea
went for twenty-five cents; iced tea was thirty cents, The
most popular sandwich, nutbread, was available plain or
toasted, with or without Butler. for thirty cents. Here is
their recipe:

Nutbread

4 thsp sugar, placed in a bowl

add ¥ cup hot water

add Y: cup molasses

add 45 cup milk

siftin | cup each of whole wheat, graham and white flour
6 thsp baking powder

Yz 1sp salt

I cup cul-up nur meats

Turn into a well-greased bread pan and allew (o stand
for 15 minutes, Bake in a moderate oven for one hour or
untll a thin knife or broom whisk comes out clean. (That
would be 350 on today’s gauges.)

The guest book of the Tea Chest speaks well of is
populartty, Visltors fram the midwest, most of the eastern
seaboard, gull states, Canada and tero from as far sway
as Paris were among the swells of the 19205 who signed

e — ! e e i
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The Tea Chest back in the 1920s when Patty Munroe and Alice
Ayors ran i has a handmade quilt displayed outside, pem comes

Among hometowners were John Brijan, Rev. Benjamin
Soper, Mrs. A B Gardner, Marjory Stoneman Douglas,
Adm  Albert Ross and Julia Fillmore Harris

After a year Alice Avars ceramics drew her 10
Cleveland. The next year Pasty became ill and the Tea
Chest was closed. La Casita restaurant operated on the site
for years and when you go in the Taurus restaurant these
days you will see the fireplace Wirth Munroe built

f yvou haven't read "Growing Up at the Bamacle” by
Patty Munroe Catlow as told 1o fmn L. Taylor, sto the
library the next time you are in the museum and ask for
the June 1977 issue of Update. 'l didm't make a cent oult
of the Tea Chest,” she says with no regret. Patty finally
married Bill Catlow, with whom she had grown up, in
1932 and they lived away from Miami until 1964

— ALICE P WILLEY

THE FINAL WORD

After my good friend Jeanne Voltz, one-time food editor
of The Miami Herald, became food editor of Women's Day,
reputed to have the largest circulation among monthly
magazines, | was visiting her in Mew York one June and
she was grousing about the hassle in the office over which
picture 1o use for the Christmas cover in December, Ac-
customed to a daily deadline of & pm., [ said,
incredulowsly, “That's six months away.”

I now work on a six-month production schedule and
am hard-pushed to meet 1. As [ write. it has just turned
September. Arthur, Bertha and, hrieﬂFj Cesar have ap-
peared on the hurricane-watchers’ list. None watch more
nervously than . This November issue has hurricanes in
it. It was assembled last Febmuary, buill around a phone
call [mst fall from Mike Kesselman, sugdesting a story on
Cheo 1o run in Augusi, the 20th anndversary of her whirl-
wind wislt, the last Miaml had at that polint.

August is early in the hurricane season and I felt safe
with a story coming oul August |

Hewever, in April the museun was finally to open. The
Introductory Museum Guide, which had been in the deep
freese for months was thawed, piciures taken, and printed,
taking precedence over the May issue of Update, which
was resdy to print April 1 1t quickly became the August
issue and the hurricane material was rescheduled for
MNovember.

Arhur, Bertha and Cesar seern nio thieat 81 the morment
There is the rest of Seplember and October to sweat oul
We had three hurricanes one October, | remember,

Little ninos winds that keep mamy hurricanes, | need you

Mo
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]i|_|r3r|:_1|_|||-;|n al |::||'|'|iﬁ1'.'li Park
Coral Way at 102th Avenue
Admission: S3.00 Adulis
1,00 Children, ages 5w 12

HARVEST

They
Love
It!

... most families do

Crafts for Sale
Classic Airplane Fly-in
Folk Arts Demonsirations
Quilt Display and Sale
Model Railroad Exhibit
Antigue Automobiles
Cow Milking & Petting oo
Free Games for Children
Traditional South Florida Foods
Country Store
Clogeing and Country Music
Plus
fuch, much more!

Saturday & Sunday
November 17 & 18, 1984
10 AM. to 6 P.M.







