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The Historical Association of Southern Florida
presents the
Tenth Annual

Eal b, M .ihf

saturday and Sunday, November 23 and 24
10 aom. = G0 pom.
Dade County Youth Fairgrounds
Tamiami Park, S.W. 24th Street and 112th Avenue
a celebration of traditional and ethnic foods, folkarts, crafis, music,
and entertainment

Irapect some ol the early airplanes that used to Dy over Miami, For osore carly **Wings Cyver Miomn™ take in the curreént ealbng
al the Historical MNuseum in the MetresDade Coltural Center thromigh Februery L3, RS aisw

Special Events

Saturday: Sunday:
1:00 p.m. cow chip throwing contest 1:00 p.m. Theodore R, Gibson Oratorical -
2:00 p.m. Linde Miss and Mister Harvest Contest Declamation Coniest
Plus

Antique autos, Civil War enactment, farrier exhibition, skillet-throwing (for women and chldren),
face painting, holiday gifis, and antique aircrafi.

Join HASF in thanking for sponsoring this tenth Harvest.
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Lucy and Harriet Audubon, eldest daughters of John Woodhouss
Audubon, phatographed In 1855 with their grandmother Lucy,
BE, juaEr sansiriass

AROUND THE MUSEUM
WHO'S WHO

Because | find it impossible to eat lunch alone without
reading something, | am always on the lookout for cheap
books in remainder bins to while the twenty minutes over
my funa-on-rye and solt drink. Fecently, while brows-
ing through a chapter on the Lost Dauphin of France in
a book called Great Mysteries of History, | was stunned
te discover that one of the forty-odd pretenders 1o the
throne of France after the Revolution was none other than
Jean-lacques Audubon, the creator of HASFs greatest
treasure, the Double Elephant Folio of The Birds of
America.

The brief life of the Dauphin, who should have been
Louls XV1I had he, rather than his uncle, Louls XV, sur-
vived {0 assume the theone In 1814, was filled with
pathios and its end was obscure, but there is no doubt that
it began with his birth on March 27, 1785, Audubon’s
birth is officially recorded as April 26, 1785, The coin-
cidence would be meaningless were it not that Audubon’s
birth, parentade and early life are as cloaked in ambigui-
ty as iz the Dauphin's death

Although Audubon is said 1o have been born in Les
Caves, Santo Domingo, the illegitimate son of a French
naval-officer-turned-planter, there is no certificate of his
birth. Audubon himself gave many conflicting stories to
different people abowt his origins, but one date is certain;
on March 7, 1794, he was legally adopied by his putative
father, the French naval afficer, Jean Audubon. Less than
two months earlier, the Dauphin had effectively vanished
into murky oblivion in an isolated cell in the Temple, not
to be seen again by any responsible witness except once
at the end of 1784, until his final iliness and death in jJune
1795, when a body was produced. Some child's body
was presented, but was it the Dauphin's? Bumors weni
round at the time that he had been spirited out of the Tem-
ple by royalist sympathizers and another child
substituted. The doctor who attended him during his final
illness died unexpectedly in mysterious circumstances —
murdered, perhaps? The doclors at the inguest of the
child’s death pointedly refused 1o identify the childs
corpse, asserling that their only unciion was lo delermine
the probable cause of death. And an exhumation in 1846
only raised further doubts about the identity of the child

g o

1835

150 Years Ago

By West was & (idy litile sown in [835, basking in the sub-tropical
sun. . . Most houses hed no heating. for frost was unbnown, but sill
Fusd wiss noaded — hor cooking and for some commercial uses. . And
‘wheme, one may wonder, would such an isolated place secure adequate
supplies of good, efficient fuel, in thase days befose the shipment of
coal became cornemon and fisel-ofls were unknawn? Fuil:-:g this need
was the Hie woek of the “charcoal burmers”, b special breed of men who
would go bnto the wilderness of nearby islands and mainland 1o chap
out the chaice buttorwood trees and convert them into charcoal. . Pilles
of budtonwood logs were covered with grass and sand, almost al tight
and carefully bumed under tricily-controlled conditions — If the fire
gol ot of hand, the pile of wood became ashes, comipletaly worthless
Bui in competent hamds, a cond of buttonwood lops could be ransfommed
into abaowt ten S.EEHE-'"‘-gq}E-d uality chaseoal, [f was peddled from dear
to door, and always found a ra:.a*l_ Bk

1845

140 Years Ago

The labe Rembert Pairick's book “Florida Under Five Flags -.':';f':'-. 1 the
flags of Spain, France, Great Beitain, the Corfederacy, and the Uniled
States — each, at ane time of anosher. s controlled all or pari af the
peninsula. . Bul Mr, Pairick's book dossny r"'._ riion that Florida has
had four different fags of its very aum’ . . . The first Sate flag was floam
foc the first lime al the inawuguration of William D. Mosely as first State
govemor, in 1845 — and, so far as we know, that was also the last
time that particular fag was flown . . Other flags, bearing the State Seal
on & white fleld, were adopted in 1868 and 1BES. and the L.uw-.w- a
red bars were added In 1599 — but nol uniil 1966 did the official Bog
reach its presend dimenshons

1860

125 Years Ago

Omne of the first railroads i Flosida ran 416 miles fram Fernandina, on
the east coasi, to Cedar Rey, on the Gulf, . Sleepy b3 they seem now
those twe cities were busiling ports & hundred vears a3a.  David Yulee
built thad raileoad, with the idea, of course, of making lots of money,
by shortening shipping time from the northern cities o the busy ports
in the Gull. . | And it would have worked, too. . . Except that the raibroad
was compheted in 1EG0 just as the Civil War was beginning, and almos
mmediately the Norlbern foeces moved in and '.m!t ewver” both Fer
nandina and Cedar Ney . And there g2 David Yulee — with 2 brand:
new cross-siase radlroad. bl withou pocess froo eiber end!

TIME CAPSULE

1885

100 Years Ago

To ifustrate just bow remobe Miami was from the rest of the couniry
in 1885 consider the peregrinations of a simple letter mailed frem Palm
Beach to Miarni & that thme: According to Theodore Pratt, such a letier
firsd went morh [rosm Pabm Beach o Jupiser, 22 miles away . . This leg
of the joumey was nol ca any particular schedule — whoever chanced
ta be goving in that direction |"-l|' boad o on food, dook that mail bag
alarg . . . From Jupiter, the way led by infrequent river bast, up the Inr
dian River, uniil the rail-head was reached at Titusville After trawved:
limg by radl vo New Yok, the leiber would be placed aboard a ship saii:
ing for Cubs; and, from Cuba, il would go to Miamd — I there chanced
10 be & schooner heading i that direction . 17 nal, the beiber would
Bo i Hl_"r' West to aweal the fwice-a-monih mail bos The Gf-mile
{rip took up to six weels and more, and mvolved iravel in excess of
3,000 mdlec!

ST 1 e C O
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Everest G, Sewell wisr cosestionl

BY DR. THELMA PETERS. Ph.0.

In the summer of 1911 President
Taflt celebrated his twenty-fifth wed-
ding anniversary; England had a
new king, George V: economic op-
timism hed replaced the 1207 panic;
and the University of Florida had
just @raduated s largest class—
thubrty -oie

Miami was fifteen that summer,
population five thousand, paved
streets twenty-five miles. The First
Mational Bank had a capital stock of
S 100,000, the local chapter of the
W.LCTU. mel regularly to fight
Demon Bum, & room al the San
Carlos cost 5250 a day, E B
Douglas sale-priced “elegantly
rimmed ladies” drawers™ [or 997,
and a kid with fifteen cents could
swim in the pool of the Royal Falm
Holet

It was & good summer

With exuberant civic pride the city
fathers proclaimed & three-day

Dr. Thelma Peters wiods this articly for Uipalale

faT Yars i v i Alals A% The T o el i

Miami's First Plane

celebration of their Magic City's
birthday. Everest G. Sewell, pioneer
Miami boosier. was narmed chale-
man of the celebration commities

Thee top event during three days of
perades, baseball games, excursions,
boal races. and bangquets was to be
the actual [light of an actual
aeroplene. Most of the people im
Dade County had never seen one,

Mr. Sewell coniracted with the
Wright Brothers of Dayton, Ohio, to
send down a Wright biplane by train
alons with a "birdman™ who weould
make six demonstration Hights, three
aon July 20, three on July 21. The
cost was 57 500, momey eagerly
denated by merchanis and other
individuals

An seroplane in Miami? The ex-
citement was almost too much to
bear. & {ew weeks before the plane
arrived the Daily Metropolis com-
mented that a new disease of
epidemic proponions had hit Miamil
— a dizepse IJIﬂEII.iI.‘HP‘I’.‘ A% TRETO-
planitis”, one symptom of which
was & rubber neck. People with the
disease kept tilting their heads back
and scanning the sky

The city named June 22 as Clean-
Up Day. Store fronts got fresh paint
back yards were raked, streels
repaltred and swept, and housewives
afred the guesi bedroom

Preparations intensified & July 20
approached, Shenff Dan Hardie and
a i.|1| frusty climbed all aver the -
story. native-storse courthouse, drap-
ing it with red, white and blue bun-
ting. Palm fronds, fowers, fags

bunting and even a large model
aeroplane decorated the store win-
dows and the buildings along
Twelfth Street {present Flagler), the
route of the parades; Guests poured
iry, Milling all the hotels and private
"spare rooms,” The delegation from
Kay West, numbering almost five
hundred, came partly on business
to advertise their own upcoming
celebration of the completion of the
Crverseas Railroad scheduled for the
following January

Saminole Indians moved into tents
in the rear of Girman Brothers sione
Cypress, Frank, Colfee and Teeth
Pull Tiger, Phillip Billie, Johnny
Jumper, Harry Doctor and others, in-
cluding squaws and children. 5ome
were 1o ride on a float in a parade,
=ome were 1o do a war dance on
Twelfth Street, All were curious to
see what the while man was up o

At Miami Gelf Links, as Miami's
only goll club was known at that
time, a grandstand was built near the
fairway which was 1o serve as run-
way . The Colf Links were out in the
country and up the Miami River in
the location af the present Civie
Center. The local militia, the Miami
Rifles, commanded by Captain . D
Brossier, patrolled the field to keep
spectators  safely away from the
plane

Almost everybody in South Flor-
ida, guest or reésident, was al the
Goli Links on the afterncon of July
20 They came by foot, on wagons,
ofn horseback, by boyele, and in the
111g'.‘1-'-\'|‘|-;,'-:']n3'r_5, snub-nosed auios af

Wright Brothers bi-plane in which Aviator Howard Gl took off at the Miami Golf Links as part of Miami's three-day
celebration of its 15th blrthday, muasr covectum, bran shwes g
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that day. The crowd which the press
called "monsirous” in size was prob-
ably the largest assemblage of peo-
ple in Sowth Florida up to that time
There might have been five thou-
sand there — scarcely a splash in to-
day's Orange Bowl

With the band plasying, two atten-
dants wheeled the light wooden
plane, its two winds cloth-covered,
anto the falrwey and within sight of
the spectators. 'Wild applause. Avia-
tor I-rml.'ard Gill appeared. He ook
his seat at the contrals, visible to all
in the open frame. More applause
The prop was spumn, the thirty-five-
horsepower motor roared, and he
was off down the fairway. Almost
before a soul could breathe he was
airborne, "exactly like a partridge
tnkini wing” one spectator
remarked

The first Might was a low circling
of the field not much above the tree
lops. In the other two flights of the
day the pilot went higher, perform-
ed stunts described as "spirals” and

J

“rocking the boat.” But it was on the
second day, July 21, that he ouidid
himself. He climbed to 7,500 feet, &
meré spech to the wviewers below
Then the motor died. Had he cut it
off? Was he out of control? The
plane seemed to be plummeting 1o
earth. Was he doomed? No, he was
leveling off, the maotor was on again.
Five thousand people breathed
again

The pilot landed to wild applause.
He invited Mr. Sewell, the celebra-
ton chairman, to take a ride with
hirm, The crowd roared its approval
Would Sewell dare? He would. He
calmiy took a seat beside Gill, expos-
ed, as Gill was, to the full foree of the
wind. Vicariously, five thousand
people were aboul to have their first
plane flight.

For his passenger's sake Gill kept
this flight low and easy. They stayed
under & thousand feet. Sewell, en-
E:ry-ng every moment, had his first

ird's eye view of the city he so
ardently promoted

Later Gill said Sewell was the
coolest passenger he ever had
Sewell said flying was "a delightful
sensaiion indescribably pleasant ”
Sewell became an aviation en-
thusiast for life that day

After the last Might Gill, the hero
of the day. asked il he could pleasse
hawve a glass of milk. He said fying
made him thirsty

The first Might sei in motlon &
series of steps which were (o make
Miami a [zader in aviation. Sewell
wias 50 convinced that fying would
soon become commercially practical
that he god the clty to offer the Wright
Brothers $1.000 10 bring a flying
school 10 Miami. They declined but
Sewell persisted and did bring the
Curtiss Flying School to Miami. Un-
Ul his death in 1940 Sewell worked
tirelessly to improve Miami alrports,
to expand air traffic, and to better
trade relations padicularly with the
Latin American countries. Historical-
Iy he is the father of Interama. W
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Hydraplane on Biscayne Bay takes off with the Royal Paim Hotel in the BAckground. muse carecre

REMINISCENCE OF CHARLES CHRISTIAN WITMER

The School for Famous Flyers:

In the winter of 1912, just a few
months after aviator Howard Gill in-
troduced flight to South Florida, the
first “hydroplane” arrived in Miami
Hydroplanes were early seaplanes
developed by Glenn H. Curtiss. Late
inm 1911, Curtiss had agreed to
Everest (. Sewell's request that he
open a flying school in South Florida
during the winter months. Students
taking the course would learn 1o fly
and maintain both [and and
sgaplanes

Charles C. Witrner, an experienced
pilot who had previeusly instructed
army and navy personnel, was in
charge of the Curtiss Flying School
The land school was at N'W. 17th
Avenue and 20Mh Sireet, while hy-
droplane instructions were given on

BY LINDA K. WILLIAMS
Biscayne Bay near the FEoyal Palm
Hotel where Witmer was staying.
Classes began on January 12 and
lasted through April. The four

raduating studenis were Barmey

oran, Eu_gusﬁne Parla,. W. W
Vaughan, and Senor Martini

Witmer's stay in Miami was briel,
just a few months in 1912 and
Eaﬂ':b]'n; another visit In 1916, and

e eveniually settled in Santa Bar-
bara, California. However, a letler
from Witmer to Curtiss dated July
31, 1925, enhanced with photo-
graphs of the hydroplane, remains
o shiow a fragment of life in Miami
im 1912

After a few Introductory remarks,
Witmer writes

“Now about the school for famous

fiyers. [ am afraid that if we dave the
real history of every one shown in
thie picture you sent me (see photo-
graph above), it would read like a
hard luck story. On the left is mys=elf,
Charles Christian Witmer, etc., eic.,
etc. Then Bamey P. Moran who
never made a flight after leaving the
school in Hammondsporet bt was a
very good pllot. Then C. A Vaughn
from Virginia, who could handle the
plang after his first two hops and
was a good flyer before he left the
school. He was guite wealthy and
upon his return home from the
school his mother prevailed upon
him and he gave up flving and, as
far as | know, never flew again. The
rext chap (Beachey Lincaln) is a bird
from Elmira, N.¥Y. Came all the way




Charles C. Witmar, left, in charge of the Cu

Curtiss beginning on page 4. mesr ssneerioal

dowwen to Florida, looked the school
over, and decided that he could
build a machine for what we were
asking for the course. Mext is Bob
Fauscit of Hammuondspon, a mechan-
I N-;'!i'. 15 l'.-.ri.-'llr_q-' Hallett whose
}'.M.'.n.'-r'-l-' ywou kEnow. [hen comes a
nechanic (Simmons), of Beckwith
Havens. Then we have the Famous
Cuban Aviator Augustus Parla, an
air merchant rot a fhyer. And last Mr
Beckwith Havens. That is a hard
crowed to make much of a story from
unless the chap who writes 1t up has
more imagination than |

‘Az [ ook back upon that wintes
in Miami | cannot remember 3o
fmuch |]-,-i115! g% | do aboul tents
cooks rain, rost. water on the field
broken '..l.'i1|ﬂ‘_k.l motarcycles, snakes

riiss Flying School, with presumed 19

Martie, Parla. Woell, there was
another side, too. The Eoyal Falm
Hotel and all the nice people con-
nected with it, yes, and the pecple
ihat were guesis there, dancing,
:.1||11‘.'.r'.!.g_ |:-¢|'Ii1|.r|.g_ I||-:_: _Qr:” [ |.‘:-.'.l',.'. e
cockiails and the wonderful ladies!
Thae vowen of Miami then had a spirit
and a soul. Yes, and it had E. G
sewell who was our light and also
our heavy, and | never forget Mrs
E. &. She was always at the head of
the Parade and the doors of her
home were wide open. Poor E. G
could never sneak home for a nap
because he would be sure to find a
house full of young people

1 veould libee o step 1o Mbarmd
samie fime (o see what it has grown
tio bt oSy to see some of the folks

12 sfudents, Ses 'H.Iilmu.r's 14925 latter to Glenn

that were there in the ald days wihen
men were men and cockialls were
cockiails

“sormy | have no better account of
the [Tylets in the picture. Now thal
yvou hawve their names see whal
flyers you can make of them. Do not
gay too much about Barmey Moran
becaise the people of Miami konow
100 much aboul him

With my best regards o Mrs. Cus-
tiss | am  Sincerely

Charles C Witrmer

Witmmer's spelling of he flyers’
names have nof been altéred.)

Linda Willams, former assisiani
direcior of HASF, s Executive Direc-
tor of Spanlsh Point at the Qaks in
Sarmsola

In 1912 Glenn Curtiss's hydroplane became the first such aircraft to fiy in AMEriCE, masr caection, Carten Contas girr
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Wings Over Miami

BY AMANDA S, RIDINGS

I the span of a lifetime, aviation has progressed from the
historic flight of the Wright Brothers at Kitly Hawk 1o the
supertonic transparis which have made the continents ac-
eessable o one another within mere hours, Aviation has
reshaped our concepl of geography, space and time
PEE"I.H],:I'. Ny here nas the irmpac af avialtion been more
prafound than in South Florda, where mild climate, fat
ferrain. and peographic lecation have combined (o creats
B proving !,':r-:_'-l_ul::_:l {ar aviation g g = The decades from
1911 o 1940 ".1r|.".:||;,lh1 THAjoT -:_:I|'1.'|'E|1F:|1'|a-'|1‘.'. fo aviation and
Couth Flanda, the g:'r_l'.'.",h afl one |nF|||;::1|.'i'.1g the ather
The dwwn of avistion in South Florda cams at the
celebration of Miami's fifteenth anniversary. Everest G

Wright Brothers bl-plane at the Miami Golf Links, July 1911, on caran repsetegrapsan

Sewell, chalrman for the festivitbes, armnged for the Wirigtht
Brothers to send from Dayton, Ohio a biplane which would
miake a series of demonstration flights owver the Miami Goll
Links during the celebration on July 21 and 22, 1911
A crowd of 5,000, most of whom had never seen man-
ned flight, converged for the grand event, and Pilat Howard
Gill did not disappoint them. Mot only did he circle the
links, perform stunts, and climb at one potnt 1o an aklitude
af 7.500 feet; he also ook Eversst Sewell along on one
{light, making him South Florida's first alrplane passenger
From the day of his firsi flight over Miami, Sewell
became a promoer of aviation in South Florida

FLYING SCHOOLS »

.y
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Although he failed to convince the Wright Brothers to
open a local training school, the undaunted Sewell fared
better with aviation inventor Glenn Cuntiss, The Curtiss Fly-
ing School was established in 1911, and in the decades
o follow was based at a number of locations, bolh on
Miami Beach and the mainland

[t may have been the magnetism of South Flords, with
its muild climate and fat terrain, that convinced Glenn Cus-
tiss to settle here permanently in the 12205 or, perhaps,

Everest Sewell's enthusiasm proved to be contagious,
Whatever the reason, the native New Yorker remigined and
became influential beih in the advancement of [ocal avig-
tion and in the development of Hialeah, Miami Springs,
and Opa-Locka. A skilled aviator who completed the first
sniccessiul akeoll from a cruiser in 1910, Curliss was noted
for his development of seaplanes, and instructed Navy
pitots during World War [. His many accomplishmenis
earmed him the title “Father of Naval Aviation

COMMERCIAL AVIATION

Among the earliest South Florida commercial alrlines was Aero Limited, which opened in 1919 and served Palm Beach, Bimini.

Nassaw, Long Mey, and Key WeSt masr conscrioal

By no means did flying schools such as Curtiss
menapalize flight in South Florida Several commercial
ventures began before 1920 to transport tourisis and
residents from Miami to the Keys, Cuba, Bimini and the
Bahamas

Arthur B. Chalk opened his Red Arrow FJ',ring Service
fram the docks of the El.:-"r'ﬂl Palm Hotel in 1917, 5l in
operation today on Watgon Island, Chalk's Grummean
Mallard twin-engine seaplanes serve Biminl, Cat Cay, and
MNassau ]

Less long-lived was the Campaia Cubana-fimericana de

Aviacion, which in July of 1919 began passenger service
between the United States and Cuba. Soon succeeded by
Aeromarine Airways, which extended service to Bimini
and Massau, the airline declined following an air accident
and closad in 1924

Flying boat service also was opened in Miami by Aero
Limited in 1919, The route structure included Palm Beach
Bimnird, Nassau, Long Key, and Key West. Rates were ap-
proximately 51 per mile per passenger. At that time, the
Miarmi-Nassau trip took at least three howrs

World War | hmugtmllll:r:r fiyers for training in the Army, Navy, and Marines, In this 1918 photograph the cameraman focused

O 3 MATINE, Mass, Malles coecrioal
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In leggings and leather coats Maval aviators pose at Dinner Key. wasr. cissds o, setisck cotection

WORLD WAR |

A new era in South Florida aviation began during Warld
War [ when the Unlied States Marine Corps, NMavy and Ar-
my opened and operated flying schools

For the price of 51, Glenn Curliss leased his flying feld
west of the Miami Canal and south of NW 36Gth Street o
the Marine Corps for the duration of the war. Twenty-three
Flying Jennies were used to train the 200 officers and 300
enlisted men stationed there

Dinner Key was selected for the Naval Air Base. Untl
the facility was completed, naval avistors of the Seventh
Squadron were housed at the Fair Building near Royal
Palm Park. As they performed stalls, spins and other air
maneuvers along the bayiront, guests at the nearby Foyal
Palm Hodel grudgingly endured the persistent drone of their
seaplanes

During the war, the Dinner Fey station gnined a reputs
{ion as the most efficient naval training station in the coun-
try, whiere ideal weather enabled more fhying hours and
training time than at any other naval base. While many

of those fiying hours were uneventful, there were occa-
sions for unexpected heroics. Lt Cmdr, OUA. Sandquist,
stationed atl Dinner Eey from June through Cctober, 1218,
later recalled one thrilling rescus
“During the earby training ot the RBoyal Palm Park loca-
tion one of the '_-,'.'g._1p|.'|r.:_'-_a with a studert had crash-
ed into Biscayme Hay, pinning him in the wreckage
undermneath the water. Another plane put out im-
miediately and flew low by 1he wrec ll:.'||:,'§:r Omne of ihe
navy men plunged into the water Froam the ﬁ'.'1r'.;:_'!,- plane
and dove down into the wreckage, freeing the student,
and held his head above waler until the rescue boat
arrived. For this act, this man recetved & medal of
distinction.’

The military establishrmént in Soith Florida was com-
pleted late in the war with the addition of an Army base,
Chapman Field, on Biscayne Bay about 1.2 miles south of
Miami. Because there was no other branch of the Army
to which air operations could b .-mhi!."!r'.lr-:l_ they were
delegated o the Signal Corps

THE KELLY AIR MAIL ACT

m -L. :_.__...

First mail to be transported by air was delivered to Florida Alrway in Miami in 1926, sn.ase Pt ttemri




THE HELLY AIR MAIL ACT

A turning poind came for commercial aviation in South
Florida with the adeption of the Felly Alr Mail Act of 1925
which authorized the United States Post Office Department
bo award air mail contracts for 'r.p.'_'ri'!":n: roules The acl
helped io establish scheduled air service between major
cities, and gave airline companies a regular source of
hpl=nl syt

The first air mail contract affecting South Florida enabled
Florida Airways Corporation to begin serving Miamil, Tam-
pa and Jecksonville on April |, 1526 Within a few months
the lack of passengers and miall, combined weith the ool
lapse of the Florida land boom, led to the closing of the
airline

International air service from South Florida was only &
year away. The first contract to [y mal] to a foredgn coun-
try was awarded fo Pan American Alrways, which was
owned by Aviation Corporation of the Americas and
managed by Juan Terry Trippe

On October 28, 1927, a Pan Am Fokker tri-motor F-7
completed the first international air mail flight, opening
scheduled service between Key West and Havana, Named
for Gen. Gerardo Machado, Cuba's president from 1925
te 1933, the plane completed the 90-mile Aixght in one hour
and 20 minutes

If Parn Am was an unfamiliar name i1 South Florida
al least one ol s fechnical advisors was certainly well-
bBnown. Charles A, Lindbergh had joined Pan Am a [ew
months after his famous Atlantic crossing in May of 1927,
and was assigned fo fly new routes for the airline

By January of 1928, passengiers were traveling the Key
West-Havana route with a one-way fare of 550 and max-
imum lugigage allowance of 30 pounds for ¢ach passenger
Howewver, mail retained priority owver passenper iranspon

Soon after its first international air mail Right, Pan Am
relocated its headquarers for Latin aperations from Key
West to Miami. In the fwo years from 1928 1o 1930, the
airline completed its Caribbean network, which included
service 10 Port au Prince, San Juan, 50 Thomas, Por of
Spain, Curacao, Caragena, Cristiobal, and Kingston

i
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Charles A. Lindbargh jeined Pan American Airways as a technlcal
adviser shortly after his 1927 Atlantic Hight. Photographed in
1929 at contrals of a Sikorsky 5-38 in the Caribbean,

IHASF colies [
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NEW AIRLINES EMERGE»

Natlonad Alrlines, which began operating In 1934, displays a Stinscn “U" tri-maotor plang in 1935, s seiernos, sanmast diisss gift
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In the decade following 1928, the emergence of Eastern
Airlines and National Airdines resulled in incressed
domestic air mail and passenger service for South Florida

Eastern Airlines had its |_1:iH:r'. iy Plicairn Aviation, Inc,,
which eamed U5 Post OfTice Air Mail Coniract #25 o
serve Atlanta-Jacksonville-Miami. Sold shorily thereafier
o Morth America Aviation. [ne., & conglomerate which
awned both aidines and manufaciuring companies, Pit-
cabm was renamed Eastern Air Transport. In 1933, General
Motors '!1‘:*._:&1|".I the paneni Company, aficd writh the app-.‘-im-
mant of Edward Rickenbacker as general manager of

U PDATE

Eastern. the airline’s maintenance base was relocated to
Miami. When the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 required
manufacturers such as General Motors to sell their airlines
Rickenbacker purchased Eastern

Another airline recognized wday began in 1934 with
jusst three monoplanes owned by Geange Theodore Baker
Denied a Cleveland-Mashiville rouite, Baker instend earned
a 5t Petersburg-Daytona Beach pattern, and began service
a5 Mational Rirlines, Three years laler National won an air
rail contract o serve S! r'flq'T::hﬂJTiE. :'-1|d|::1i_ Sarasols ard
Ft. Myers

ARPORTS

With the growing demands of private and commercial
aviation in the 19205 and 1930s came the construction
of more seaplane hases and alrpons

Events in 1928 brought the beginnings of two alrporls
in the Miami area. That year Glenm Curtiss gave 160 acres
al 119h Street and 4ih Avenoe 1o the City of Miamd for
o municipal airport, which was constrected with such
features as two 3,000 foot runways, lights for night {y-
ing, hangars. and shops for maintenance and repair
Dedicated the next year at the First All-American Air Meet,
thiz airport became the home of the Curliss Flying School
and, in 1937, was the scene of Amelia Earhart's depar-
ture on her atempted {light arcund the World, from which
ghe never retumed. [n her honor, the airport was [ater
renamed Amelia Earhart Field

At NW 36th Street, Pan American Airways opened Pan
Am Field in 1928, and relocated its operations from Key
West. In twa years, Pan Am vacated the field, leasing its
space to Eastern Airlines. The airport was taken over dur-
ing Warld War Il by 1he J!-.rr'.'.',' T T:'g:rl::p-c_-n Lommand
and after the War was purchased with airport revenue
bonds by the Dade County Port Authonty (now Dade
County Aviation Depariment). In 1948 the field received
its present name, Miami Intemational .'!'.'.ITI-I_'!TI‘

:—-ﬁ-#-w‘l_u“;__-_q--__'_ e

—
"'""!-.?'*-ﬂ--;_.

Pan Am Field, opened in 1928, was a base of operations at various times for Fan American Airways, Exstern Airlines and, during

World War I, the Army Air Transport Command. Renamed Miami International Alrport in 1948, Top left is a 1937 aerial view
lpoking north: abowve a 19705 picture looking west. masr cesteciion
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SEA PLANE BASES

Housoboat served as Dinmer Key's terminal untll one was built in 1934, Building is now City of Miami's city hall. susr seseiien

After 1928, Pan Am expanded Hs seaplane operations,
and in 1930 purchased and relocated fo the Dinner Key
seaplane base which had been established by the U5
Mavy during World War |. A houseboat served as the ter-
minal, untl the consteuction in 19349 of a bullding which
today is Miami City Hall. World War [l brought the retum
of the Navy to Dinner Key, where by the end of the War,
Pan Am had begun to phase out its fiying boats. Expen-
sivie to operate and dependent on waterfront bases, Pan
Am's seaplanes last flew from Dinmer Key in August of
1945

several other seaplane bases brought increased air traf-
fic 1o Biscayne Bay in the 1930s, The Curtiss-\Wright {ly-
ing Service, managed by Harry Bogers, was located on Bis-
cayne Bay near NE 6th E-'ree—nh',' 1930 the Viking Seaplane
Service 1.5 fablished headquarters at the Venetian
Causeway. The Miami Terminal for Chalk Airlines at near-
by Watson Island is still in operation foday

=
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Viking Seaplane Service operated from a base on the Venetian
Causeway, bullt In 1930 and managed by Lioyd Fales.

FHAEF §@lhes Nigw

Cabin design and services increased passenger comfort in the
30s. It was still a long trip to Mew York, swse cavecnen

ADVANCEMENTS N COMMERCIAL ANVTATION

“an American Alrways, Eastern Alelines, and National
Airlines rapidly expanded their routes o and from South
Florida in the 1930s, By 1935, Pan Am connected Miami
with 32 Central and South Amercan couniries. That yesr
over 31,000 passengers passed through its Dinner Key ter-
minal. Also in 1935, Eastern transported more than
1 2,500 custormners over routes linking Miami to New Yok,
Chicago, and intermediate cities. Two years later National
Airtines, already serving St. Petersburg, Jacksonville, Tam-
pa, Lakeland, Orlando, and Daytona Beach, added Miami
to itz schedule

Expansion of customer services, combined with ad-
vancements in aircraft design, resulted in increased com-
fort and convenience for the air traveler of the 1930s
Refreshments were served on Pan American Alrways
flights &s early as 1923, The Douglas DC-2 of the ear'.'g
1930s boasted comfortable seats, soundproofing, reading
|-ﬂ:|'|'|p5. and cold aie lovwvies for |_'.1-.'|'. pa-;m:ngl:r

By today's standards, a New Yark to Miami Night in the
early 1930s was a long joumey, An EBastern Airlines
passenger leaving New York at 700 & m. would lunch in
Bichmond, Virginia, dine in Jacksonville, and amive in
Miami just before 9:00 p.m
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ALL-AMERICAN AIR MANEUVERS
I8 was ..'|';.||'|rl.'.|rlri.:lc ikt Soith Flarda, where aviation had
'n.ﬂgun as a promofional event, should be the scene of a
nationel air meet which became a tradition for 28 yvears
The All-American Al Meet in 1929 was sponsosed by
the Cliy of Miamd tn conpuncton with the dedication of
the Munfcepal Asrport. Atlendence surpassed 5,000 for the
reeet, im which 65 miliary and civilian aircrafl participated
in races, aerobatics, and games of skill. Among the evenis
were a balloon-bursting contest, in which planes competed
to break the most aifbom balloons possible wiihin a limited
tirne and & “bomb-dropping” contest in which flowur sacks
were dropped from an altitude of 500 feet on targels
marked on the flying Meld
Such atr meets were not entlrely frivolous, for what
pliots and englneers learned from competitions would later
influence ihe deslgn, constrection and refinement of com-
mercial alrcrafy
In the years following ks debut, the meet became known
as the Miamt All-American Air Maneuwvers. Entertaining
enough to satishy the spectators, and ambitious enowgh to
attract the aviators, the Maneuvers grew to become a
prestigious annual event. BV, Waters, general chairman
for the 18940 Maneuvers, wrote
the alms of the Miami All-American Air
Maneuvers are (a) o hold at Miami an annual mid-
winter assemblage of the aviation fratemity. incleding
those engaged in every phase of ssronautic activity,
[b) to provide an occasion for the first showing of the
vear of new types of civilian and government aircraft
= i preview of America's latest in aircraft desging and
(¢} an occasion for a showing of the latest and best
aercbatics and stock plane races — the 'Olympics of
Aviation', the Proving Ground of Aviation Progress'
In a larger sense, South Florida itself became "a prov-
ing ground of aviation progress.” [n the decades follow-
ing Howard Gill's eardy flight over Miami, both aviation
and South Florida matured rapidly. The growih of each
influenced the other, and culminated in the emengence of Farmation flying at the sixth All- ﬁ-ﬂﬁﬂtﬂﬂ Alr Ham in 1934,
Miami &5 a major center for intemational aviation Il Bl Piabic | ey Bivmer dolevtass
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"UPDATE 13

The First U.S.-Cuba Passeng_er Flight

The first company to fly
passengers from the ﬁni‘lr& States 1o
the Republic of Cuba was the Com-
pania Americana de Aviacion (Cu-
ban American Aircralt Corporation),
organized in Havana July 18, 1918
Senor Jose Carminero of Havana, a
graduate in engineering of Villa-
nova College in Philadelphia, was
president

Three airplanes, one model S0L (a
flyimg boat with Hispano Sulza mo-
tor) and bwo six-cylinder model 40L
Aero Marine flying boats, one with
a Linite moor and one with a Hall
ookt motor, were purchased by the
corporation, shipped to Key West,
Florida, and assembled at the old
U5, Waval Primary Training Avia-
tion Base. The company employed
three pilots: Cy Zimmerman, chief
test pilot of Aero Marine Flying Com-
pany; Li. Donald C. Richardson of
Buffalp, N.Y.. and Lt Thomas O
Mo of Key West, both recenthy dis-
charged from the U.5. Alr Service

The three planes were registered
in the U5 Customns House in Eey
West as passenger-cammying flying
boals; the three pilots were registered
a5 Able Bodied Seamen and Captains
of passenger-carrying flying boats,
and passports were issued 1o Cuba

In Havana the Cuban Customs
entered them as Passenger-Carmying
Fiying Automobiles!

On April 12, 1919 Lieutenant Ot-
ta, recently separated from the Avia-
tion Section of the Signal Corps
[A.5.A.), had piloted an H52L flying
boat from Colon, Panama, o Blue-
fields, Nicaragua, accompanied by
Ly (later General) ]. O Barker and
Sgt. Robert Hornby (M.SE) as
mechanic. This Might was 275 miles
across the open ocean—unpatrailed
and unescorted —and constituted the
longest overseas flight to that date
For this flight Ol had recelved a
commendation from Liewtenant Col-
anel Millard F. Harmon, command-
ing officer of France Aviation Field,
Coco Walk, Panama

On November 15, 1919 Sefor
Carminero, representing the Cuban
American Aircrafi Corp. as an afficial
and principal stockholder, rode as a
passenger with Pilot Otto when the
planes toak off for Havana, The lead
plene, with & compass, was faster
than Otto's and was soon lost to
sight, However, Piloi Olio reached
the eoast of Cuba, some distance
from Havana. He followed the coast
and reached Havana Harhor jusi as
the fAying boat gawve oul of gas. Oito
landed in the water, jumped over-
board with a rope and fastened the
plane to a buoy. Ultimately they
were picked up by a boat

Sefior Carminero was not as easi-

Lt. Thomas 0. Otto plloted first commercial passenges Might fram the
U.5. to Cuba Movember 15, 1919, jent by sae oveai

Iy rescued financially. Since the
planes could carry only one
passenger per flight the revenue did
nat cover the operational costs. The
pifois rematned in Cuba several
weehks with a promése of 5180 a
rreanth non-Nying tiree and 5350 0
the future. Ultimately the company
paid ofl in stock certifleates, three of
which Mrs, Oto still has
Thormas O, Oia, who was bBarn in
Eey West, had graduated from that
city's Ruth Hargrowve Institute and
erlered the L||‘|W'Erﬁ.i11||' af Floadda to
begin the long work toward a
medical degree when the United
States declared war on Germany
April &, 1917, He re-entered the
University of Florida in January
1820, and was graduated that vear
He received his medical degree from
the University of Virginia, took
raduate study in surgery at Unien
emorial Hospital, Ballimore
He practiced in Miami, serving as
resident of the Dade ﬂc1l;_:|1'|ll,l
.E;1-H|'_1i.l:'.!| Braseintion in 1941, Aler
thee United States entered World War
Il b wes commitssioned as a LS. Ar
Yy major serving as chief of surgery
at four US bases before becoming
chief af surgery of the 3051k Siation
Hespdtal in England. Im S0 davs afler
D-Diay he supervised the care of
22 000 waunded, who were follow-
ed by ailing prisoners of war. He
retired as a lieutenant Colonel in
F946, returning o Miami, where he
became chiel of surgery al Jackson
Mermorial Hospital, He retired from
active practice in 1947 Er:-lh*.-wigréq A
coronary attack and died in 1962
The Cuban American Atreraft Coor-
poration was succeeded by the Aero
Marine Flying Co., which purchazed
a number of U.5 Nawvy HI& naval
planes that were capable of carmying
I 2 passengers and a crew of three
The company, largely subsidized by
the U.%. Gevermment with mail con-
tracts for intercontinental service,
operated for a number of years be-
fore it was bought by Pan American
Airways, which operated for a shon
while out of Key West to Havana
Pan American then transferred its
business to the Dinner Eey (Naval)
Base, employing Commodore and
Clipper ships. From this base they
expanded o the British West Indies,
Central and South America, Europe
end Asia, and Africa. |

Material for this aricle was obained
from a manuseript writlen down by
Marforie Otte, wife of Thomas O
Cita, a8 Dr, Oite dictated and from
hiz vita
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A MIAMI SUNDAE

#* Take & generows portion of the
golden sun-kised sands of Mlismi
Basch, sdd savemsl splushes of am-
arald green sea waves lempared
with the warm, blue water of the
Gulf Stream, sprinkle with the Feath-
ary ihadows of wind-blown palm
Fonds, top off with puffs of white
and gold billowy clowds, snd serve
out of deen with & backgrasnd of
tropical blooms and melodien of
| song-birds.

Pharte seedl Tt

Cagyslghiad by 0. W Roser
%13
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This Goodyear blimp cruised over Miami Beach in 1933, e oee Puvse ims

L:ghtar-Than—Eir Craft

BY AMANDA RIDINGS

Mo history of South Florida aviation
would be complete without refer
ence to the presence of lighter-than
air craft. Identified in a varlety of
Ways blimp, dirigible, Zeppelin
airship = these gracelul giants have
held a unigue fascination since their
origin mearly two centuries ago

The modem blimp ¢an be traced
o 1783 and the design in France of
a do-leok hed air balloon constructed
of an 1rnp".i'.||::i'l'-|q_' malerial paper
In 1852, the French developed a
power-driven version, in the form of
a 145-fand balloan propelied by &
1':1ri,'¢'-h|1:|":|.'|'.-c:-'l.-.".'r Engine

It was in Germany that lighter
{Hanm-a&ir F:i;qi-ar madlndd . Wihen ]‘ll_:l.,jlr
airships were produced by Count Fer-
dinand von Zeppelin for mililary use
inn Warld War |

Ml itary .1]'|p'!.'|'.1!:!1r'.'. Al%0 WhEre e
wared by the United States Ay and
FJ.'l'l.-",'_ which P hased airships pro-
duced by the l:'}:1||'.l',-';'. it Tire gl Bub-
ber Company. Blimps became a
familiar sight in the Sowth Florida
shies |I1|'rir.¥! ther 1920 and 1930
whirn the consial '.'.'.1I1"1':. wiere patmoll-
ed by the naval airships UsS AKRON
and |.-'b‘:'.‘:- I':.':": ."'Lh kL I e

Simee the last military airships wene
refired in 1962, enly the Goodyear
cammarcial Neet has remained ac-
tive. Miami, which had cansistenily
sorviigd &% a {'nmx:l'-; ear base since the
1930, whas startled Julby 19, 1979 1o
read The Milami News that Goodyear
was transferring the blimp base to
Pompano, The Ha\rﬂm.l.rt-r. smallest
of the company's fleet of four I:'lmps.
began operating in Pom pano Movem-
bér & as "aérial -L-mlm_ﬁ...d-.:-r The
Enterprise now makes forays owver
Miami for boat regallas, car races,
l':lm.rl.',gl' Bl RS and F-.".r._'lde:.'

HASF

1= mowr Based

Amanda BRidings, onetime
publication direcior,
in Texas

Broadside view of Navy airships USS AKRON at mooring mast ot Opa-Locks Airport 1933, /s beie Pusic Lt
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At e Mdowram From nage O
wha had been buried as the issue of Louts XV and Marie
Artoineiie,

But if the Dauphin escaped from the Temple and sur-
vived, was he Jean-Jacques Audubon? Did Jean Audubon
adopt him two months after an escape in 17947 Jean-
Jacques Audubon himsell never claimed to be the lost
Davphin, at [east not publicly, although later generations
of his family questioned the curious circumstances of the
two children’s lives. There is a letter, however, in which
Audubon, writing to his wife from Paris in 1828, says.

| see my father before me with his proud eagle’s eye
frewning on me as if 1 had leaped over the abyss. . .1
musl try to bury the dreadiul past in oblivion .

What might this day have been, if known here? Pa-
tient, silent, bashful . . . dressed as a common man,
| walk the streets! | bow! | ask permission to do this
or that! | follow the publication of a work on natural
history that has apparently absorbed my whole
knowing lifz. 1, whe should command all!

It i true that this was the romantic era when people
built gethic ruins and wrote elegies in graveyards, and
it i% also true that Audubon appears o have been vain,
neuratic, and fanciful (1o put it kindly); but there is no
evidence to indicate that he was actually schizophrenic
That being the case, what does this [etter mean?

In the May 1985 issue of Audubon magazine, Michael
Harwood and Mary Durant have published a long, beauti-
fully researched article that deals ameng other things with
the problemns encouniered in establishing the mast basic
facts about Audubon’s life. They dismiss the Lost Deuphin
story as a “romantic fable” devoid of documentation. If
he was indeed the Lost Dauphin of France, he may have
preferred to roam the virgin forests of Noeth America
fﬂi"'m birds, rather than 1o arrve in Paris, like his uncle,

wis XV, in the baggage train of the Allies.

UP THE CIRCULAR STAIR

Mention of the Audubon Birds brings into my mind
a weekly charming sight: Becky Smith’s red hair shining
under the lights as she bends her head, her hands in white
cotion ?]D-'U'E carefully tuming the pages of the four vol-
umes of the Double Elephant Folio to (e birds for the weel:.

Such care is typical of Becky, who approaches every
article in her trust — every slide and snapshot and dog-
eared, coffee-stained paperback — with the same loving
respect, in her job as Curator of Research Materials. And
shie guards them with the fierceness of a mother lion pro-
tecting her cubs. [ once wanted to take an old paperback
detective story out on the patio while | had lunch — just
out on the patio, No soap, Nothing goes beyond the library
doors

Recenily | foltowed Becly up the circular iron staircass
fo her lair in the stacks. There are books_ to be sure, bl
more than books there is box after acid-free buétunf ﬂtdeasl.j

hatographs, rs, bumgper strips, ca i Nons.,
the rm nuFl‘in umttrllus uﬁfa ':rfshuih !:E']l:ldh. Sarne of
it iz feivolous, some is of grave significance: all of i1 is m-
portant to the reconstruction of the histery of our com-
rindty. "People think this is a library of books,” said
Becky, “but there are many mare photographs than

Usually material comes in unsorted and is stored temn-
porarily in ihe big cardboard Boxes. When its turm comes,
it is divided: toasters from the 1940s, bathing suits from
1906, and Indian arred heads fram time immemorial
o Dan Markus, Curator of Arifacts. To Becky come the
piclures; slides. photographs, maps, dmw'llu;gs Docu-
ments of interest are usually sent to Sam Boldrick, who
directs the Florida collection at the Public Library, now
conventently next door,

There is a pleasant cooperation among the wvarious

scholarly agencies in Dode County. Becky and Dan work
closely not only with 5am Boldrick but also with Bob Carr,
the Dade County archeologist. Scholars are almost abways
allowed access to archival material if their research pro-
jects seem reascnable. Because much of the material is
ragile or unique, only Becky and her staff are allowed
in the stacks, but the indexing is excellent, and a steady
stream of researchers make use of the library. In addition,
the library is a resource for the [ocal news media.
Reporters call frequently 1o check the accuracy of thelr
stories or to learn something they need to know,

The mast momentous event in the library's history wis
of course the move to the new museumn. It was also the
most chaotic. Becky started packing two years before the
move, which made for many exasperaling instances
when materials were unavailable because they were
already packed. Because we have a working research
library, it was desirable to keep the time when materials
were oul of service to a minimum. Hence, the long delay
of the meve while the smoke detector sysfem was re-
dﬁrﬁ_:rd sdded o Becky's frustration.

When the day finally arrived, the move was exhaust:
ing. Two twenty-foot trailers — one-sixth of the total for
the entire Museum — were filled with library material
which had 1o be put away. In the first ten days Becky
lost six pounds

“Once material is sorted
it takes up much less
room than it does in the

(arrival) boxes."
= BECKY SMITH

Today the tranguility in the stacks may be a bit decep-
tive. Becky estimates that it will take ten years o catalogue
everything she has righ! now, In addition to the material
that was brought ever from the old musewm, there have
been many recent soquisitions of large and important col-
lections. The museum is a depository for South Florida
photographic material, and hs posttion will grow with the

passage of time, | asked if the new guarters would be big
eniough as more material comes in. Becky replied, “Oh,
yes. Once the meterial [s sorted it fakes up much less room

than it does in the boxes. And we have space for more
stacks, It will be a long time before we outgrow this
bullding.”

Mow and then as we strolled through the rows of sfacks,
Bechy took down a book of special interest to show me.
One [ was particularly taken with was a history of Miami
printed in Japanesz. We went downsiairs 1o the matin
library, where a group from one of the universities was
listening o a lecturne E-,r a staff member. A volunieer in
the same kind of white gloves that Becky wears to turn
the pages of the Audubon Birda was carefully placing
phot phs in little envelopes. "The gloves are to keep
the oils in the skin of the hands from confaminating the
material,” said Becky., "Ower a pericd of time it can
damege the paper, _

Becky came to HASF ten years ago, fresh from Florida
State University, where she and Linda Williams, our
farmer assistant director, ow in ttme, although the
didn't bmow each other. Bec slarted work as a
valunizer. [ asked her if she had ever thought when she
started that her job would evolve into the exacting and
exciting professional challenge it is now. She shook her
head. "Never,” she said, her eyes shining. "l can see you
.'rmlrvz your job,” 1 said. H'-EEF';? %E:-'E':;nd

lowe libraries, too, and | undersy
— LEE ABERMAN
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THE FINAL WORD

Stuar Melver, whose name Appears
on the masthead with mine as edi-
tors of Update, is busy with the
February issue. We will alternate
editing two issues a year. He is
welcomed with open arms

You can find thres books by Stuart
on library shelves, Yesterday's Palm
Beach, The Greatest Sale on Earth:
The story of the Miaml Board of
Realtors 1920-1980 and Fort Law-
derdale and Broward County, An
IMustrated History. He Is currently
writing the history of the Blscayne
Bay Yacht Club

Stuart, who writes a Sunday col-
uimn on J|1.~\'.I-::lr',' iri the Fart Lauder-
dale News and Sun Sentinel, received
the Florida Historical Confederation’s
prie for history writing in a publica-
tion this year. He started lite in Morth
Carolina, went to Baltimore and has
been in Fort Lauderdale 23 years.

If, like odhers, you thought Miami
International Alrport was dedicated
as Wilcox Field you are right, says
Beverly Weinsier of the airport au-
thority s public information depart-
ment. Il was dedicated to Florida
Congressman Mark Wilcox, who
died in 1926, Seven months abter s
death a room at the airpon was
designated, with a plaque, the Mark
Wilcox room. The next county com-
missbon closed the room Bun kept the
plague. In 1957 Judge Ray Pearson
urged the cormmission o reconsider
The plaque is still there somewhere
bul you I-tn-:aw whal it is like at air-
poris these days

Cover Girl Norma Duggan Stevens
was born in 1886, the year Miami
was [ncorporated. Father John Dug-
gan was a railroad man and he and

INTO THE TRUNK

The recent "Floridians at Work” exhibition inspired Cyane Berming to donate
12 the museum some of the work-things that had belonged 1o her grandfather
Charles Richardson. Mr. Richardson settled on the Miami Biver in 1897 where
he established the Musa Isle Frult Farm. He grew citmis and troplcal Fruits

such as guavas and bananas (whose botanical name s musal,

and sold

preserves made from them. This photo-posicard shows him sitting in front
of his siore. The horseshoe-shaped stand in the picture also was given to the
collection, &s were mason jars, preserve labels, letters, and other photographs,

almost as |.'h||.rrr||11-._j_ as 1his one

F’EH]ICF; SM:ITH

¥ Wireaan s M

Sadie were out west in Faton In ter-
ritory that became New Mexico. (A
1981 atlas shows a town named
Miami near Ralon's coordinaies.)
The Dugdans had Vema in Denver,
Dorothy in Miami, Jackie and Ciive
in St 1"'|'|J|_.1;..1F.1:|r".|.r where Mother Sadie
found it easier to raise doughters
MNorma graduated from Miami High
im 1411, the year Miahi, the school's

annual, first appeared. She weni to
Stetson, business college and worked
for Evans, Mershon [law firm before
becoming secretary for Walter Beck-
ham, juvenile court judge. On his
retirerment she became Judge Dixie
Chastain's secretary, retiring in 1983

~
nLM (xdl'—-&n.‘mﬂ.

1910

1945

75 Years Ago

The story of Ed Waltson sounds like pulp [licllon
Watsan |ived at Chatham Bend, some six miles souih of Chodalos ke
where he became a [xirly su¢cessiul farmer The only high ground in
the wicinity. his farm was a forty-nere Indian shell mound, fertile and
produciive — ke grew sigar cane there, and made syrup, and shipped
vegetsbles 1o Key West . Some of his workers were fugitives from
juslice — bui he asked no questions. Hut neither did he take any “sass
from anybody . .. A rough, tough character he was, and meny a cuss
ting or sheooting was “lald on '.'.'alw It 15 clatimed that somelimes,
when pay day was ..1|.-: e would smphy mand fer hits helpers and throw
their bodies in the fiver — and it may be true, for it seems that a couple
of these bodies were found. . One day in 1910 he appeared af
amallwend's dock, #1 Chakoloskee, where a “nuchus” arcse Watson
raised his gun, but before he could use It he was riddled by & fusilisde
of shots from several bystanders who seem fo have been waiting for

Just-such a chance

40 Years Ago

When the Dade County Pori Autharity was first set up, in 1945, there
wis not a single ,.ub..: adrport 1o serve Miemi!, | The old municipal
a.r|:-:~..|'~ been sodd 1o the Nawy. Ites become known &2 Amelia Exrhan
Field. Pan American Airways had a Bridy good port of its own, up on
3ith Street, which would be a good spol for 2 new Municipal Airport
— bt ihe Post Autharity had no money to finance such a large pur-
chase. There were 223 acres of land there, and the price =2 [or land
and buildings was about two and a half million dollars, . b & com-
plicated deal, the Port Authority floaled a revenue bond Esue (0 pur
chase ihe aimport from Pan American — and Pan fumerscan bought most
oé fhe bards! . . . In effect, Pan American thus bt the Coumty money
bo by the par from Pan American R..-_.;;:-r- confusing! . . . Anyway,
accordirg b the records, these were the frst airport revenue bands |
the United States history. and the purchase formed the nucleus of the
prisen aisport, which encompasses almost 3,000 acres




WANTED .o s s

books, class rings, class pins, diplomas, desks, letier sweaters,
letters, school uniforms, beanies, and other Dade County
School memorabilia dating as long ago as 1886 and as recently - J
as 1986. . . Seminole clothing, dolls, baskets, carvings; items o
from Musa lsle and Coppinger's Tropical Gardens. . . yvour - i
mother's (daughter's, own) clothes from the 20s (or 30s or | ‘

40s or teens). . . photographs of you and/or vour friends at
any identifiable place or event in South Florida since the turn- ‘

. of-the-century up till the 70s. . .Florida postcards, Miami
‘ Dolphin and University of Miami souvenirs from the begin-

' nings. . .vour grandfather’s (son's, own) panama hat; and
, all other things dealing with our past in South Florida.

FOR the collections and archives of the

Historical Museum of Southern Florida and possible future AL
exhibitions. 3 e

(v
e 50 we can continue being South =;‘_.'“5.-:._.

Florida's attic and the source of extensive research.

Becky Smith, Curator of Research
Materials, or Dan Markus, Cura-
tor of Collections, welcome vour
. interest in preserving our history.
|r-m.n.-|.m-b.| Thar Amarican Lisesision ol Mussurs Call the museum at 375-1492,
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