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AROUND THE MUSEUM

THAT WAS A WONDERFUL PARTY

Armyone lucky enough 1o have attended the recent Pellows
outing at the Charles Deering estabe went away with the
feeling that Sherrill Britton had done it again, The weather
helped, of course. I was a perfect South Florida day, with
sailboats on the water, blue skies and palm trees, Under
the striped tent on the lawn | hovered about the smoked
salmon and caviar with va::m-u%h delicate greed 1o qualify
for at least one mortal sin, and | was not alone. There were
tram rides through the forest 1o the Indian mound, and
tours of the two houses that are joined together, the little
wooden building that began life a5 the Richmond Inn, and
the eccentric stone mansion that Charles Deering added.
Ivan Bodriguesz had interesting things o say about the his-
tory and architecture

Then everyone picked up a picnic basket lined in
checked gingham and gathered under the tent for lunch, to
the accompaniment of barcque music and wine. [t was al-
together enchanting. Jim and [ had to leave early for an-
olher engagderment at Sanibel [sland, and so missed the
picnic, but we were provided with baskets to eat on the
way. Feeling like Daisy and Gatsby, we drove across the
state, nibbling pate, drapes and cheese. | tell you, that's
hard to beat. [ts worth becoming a Fellow simply to see
what Sherrill will come up with next, We ve had the boat
trip up the Miami River and the party al an historic Coral
Gables house

Pecently | asked her where she got her ideas. She was
surprisingly vague about it. Maybe the creative impulse is
hard to pin down. [ dathered, though, that the ideas for the
parties were the result of a good deal of brainstorming
with, among others, Dr. Howard Sweibel, who heads up
the Fellows. "Hes wonderful o work with,” she said,
“"Completely cooperative.” Like many others. | imagdine, |
had been inclined to think of Sherrill as The Lady Who
Gives Parties, In addition to the Fellows parties there are
frequent openings that we remember with nostalgic
pleasure. Who can fordet the Alligators reception, with
real alligator (o eat ( | condess | gave that a miss) and long

Sherrill Britton In her new ofiice.

breads shaped like alligators lurking in a veritable Ewer-
glades of green fronds on the fable tops? Of the chopped
chicken liver and challah - braided Jewish bread - af the
Jewish Life in Armwerice opening? Low cal i wasn'l, Bul
unforgetiable

Sherrill contemplates her reputation with & certain
amount of ruefulress and resignation, because her re-
sponsibilities are numerous and challenging. In the last
few months she had added chief of staff to her title, which

Fofiliied off pags 15
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Blockade Runners and Lighthouses

BEY RODNEY E. DILLON, JR.

The American Civil War, one of the most momentous
events in our nation’s past, is seldom considered a part of
southern Floridas history, Perhaps this is not surprising
when one considers that at the time the war began, Florida
itsell had a population of enly 140,424, prompting a writ-
er for the New York Times to label the state “the smallest
tadpale in the dirty pocl of secession.”

Furthermore, most of this sparse population, as well as
governmental, commercial, agricultural, and Anancial ac-
tivities, was concentrated in rosthern Flosida, The federal
census of 1BB0 revealed slightly over 7,000 inhabitants in
the entire southern half of the peninsula, Some 2,832 of
these resided in the city of Key 'ﬁm. a cosmopolitan ship-
ping center physically isclated from the rest of the state,
with no rail or telegraph connections to the mainland.
Less than forty residents were reported along the narrow
sirip of sandy ridge stretching down the east coast be-
tween the Atlantic and the Everglades from Jupdter Inlet to
Biscayne Bay.

Most of these hardy ploneers made their homes near
the Miami River and Biscayne Bay, Although ihe evacua-
tion of Fort Dallas after the Third Seminole War hurt the

Miami settlement’s economy, a post allice and two stores
remained there in 1860,

Most of the men living nearby were employed in the
production of arrowrood starch from the coontie plant and
in salvaging wrecks, Two large, water-powered coontie
mills in the setilement produced 300,000 pounds of
starch peer year, and most families owned small, hand-
operated mills. Salvaging shipwrecks along the reefs was
a major econamic activity both on the southeast coast and
in the Keys, Miami settlers also included a farmer, carpen-
ter, brickmason, laborer, painter, tanner, physician and
two slaves.

Almost all of southeastern Floridas population lay
within the boundaries of Dade County, which included the
Aflantic const and adjacent Everglades south of Hillsboro
Inlet. as well as the u[;:per Keys. North of the Hillsboro lay
Brevard County, while Monroe County took in most of the

mltws. and the west soast south of the Caloosahatchee
1WeT,

Two lighthouses, the 35-vearold beacon at Cape Flori-
i and a mew structure at Jupiter Inlet, were the only other
cutposts on the southeast Atlantic coast.
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Fort Dallas was evacuated just before the start of the Civil War, a case of bad Hming, mase sepaies vomee 12230




UPDATE

Fort Myers, with is handful of in-
habitants, was the southernmost
settlement on the Gulf coast. Inland,
the Ewverglades und Big Cypress
Swamp were virtuall n.minhag
Ewven the Semincle Indians, dzr:srr'uu-
ed by warfare and removal, num-
bered less than 200

Desplte lis isolatbon, malnland
south Florida did nod escape the po-
litical crisis which enveloped the na-
tion in the late IB50s and early
1860s. Residents of the Miami seiile-
meent anxiously awakted any scrapof
information from the outside world
brought by the monthly mail
schooner, Joshua Skinner, from Hey
West, by local residents returning
from the Keys, by Dade Countys
state representative Theodore
Bissell or by passing seanen and
wreckers., Crucial issues between
Morth and South were discussed vig-
orcusly in the Miami settlement as
early as 1859,

On1 the eve of the Ciwil War, south-
eastern Florida was well outside the
"Deep South,” and, in fact, con-
tained few inhabitants of southem
birth or heritage. Revertheless. most
seiflers appear o have supporied
the southern cause. In the Novermnber
7. 1860, presidential election, all six-
teen voles cast in Dade County went
io Vice-President John C. Breckin-
ridde. candidate of the southern
wing of the Demacralic party, Breck-
inridge also carried Monroe County.
and earned all of Brevard County s

eight votes,
The victory of the Republican can-
didate, Abraham Lincoln, tn the na-

Ordinance of Secession, and Flortda
became the third state to leave the
Union. Meither Florida's secession
nor the outbreak of war between the
Unbon and the mewly-formed Com-
federate States of America in April
appear to have had an immediate
impact on the southeast Florida
malnland. At Miami, waord that a war
was actually underway was con-
firmed by the withdrawal of the
Joshua Skinner and the end of regu-
lar mail delivery from Key West.

If southeast Floridians were not
instantly swept into a flood of war
time excitement, events proceeded
elsewhere with stariling speed.
United States troops in Key West se-
cured Forl Taylor, the huge brick for
tress guarding that islamd’s harbor,
and moved quickly and firmly o es-
tablish federal authority within the
city. In Washington, President Lin-
coln proclaimed a blockade of the
entire Confederate coastline on
April 19,

ing the summer and early fall,
a bleckade board composed of
Army, Navy, and civilian officials
met in the Federal capital to discuss
means of effectively sealing off the
southern coast. The board s third re-
port, released on July 26, revealed
that they underestimalted the imper-
tance of Florida's extreme lower east
coast, commenting that the area
“can hardly be said 10 be inhabited,
and is of no great CONSEJUEnce &x-
cept as a convenient place of resor
for pirates.”

In a Septernber 3 report, the board
reconsidered their evaluation, this

B them that t from Key West, the
th'i'“t:mng they brought news Key

tricked them into

and then

seized them, removing the lamps and burners from the
tower and destroying the lens and reflectors.

tional election, hurtled Florida, and
the rest of the South, toward seces-
sion. S0 sure were secessionist state
leaders of south Florida's position on
the issue that they made special ar-
rangernents (o msure that delegates
frarm Monroe and Dade counties
would reach Tallahassee in time to
attend the secession convention
scheduled for January 3, 1861

Ironically, Dade County, now
twenty-live years old, had never had
the population 1o justify establishing
a permanent county government.
Therdore, Dade residents voted for
and were represented at the conven-
tion by the three Monroe County del-
egates, all residents of Key West.

On Januwary 10, 1861, with all
scuth Florida delegates cv!.::f
favor, the convention appr

time advecating & sirict blockade of
the lower east coast, and even rec-
ommending the military cccupation
of Indian Key and the mouth of the
Miami River.

The reason for this change of heart
appears o have been dramatic raids
on the lighthouses al Jupiter and
Cape Florida in August. The raiders
were three pro-Confederate resi-
dents of the Indian River area -
James Paine, Francis vy, and August
Oswald Land, the German-hormn as-
sistant keeper of the Juplter Light.
The keeper of the _IDFHEI' Light, I.E
Papy. had himself professed Confed-
erate sympathées, but had failed to
extinguish the Hght untl confronted
by his assistani and the bwo other
raiders. The ralders removed most of
the valuable lighting apparatus, and

Papy and his family proceeded
down the coast to Union-held Key
West,

After a ninety-mile trip down the
shore, mostly on foo, the small raid-
ing party arrived at Cape Florida.
Here, the bwo keepers were armed;
they had sworn to defend their post
to e death, By telling them that they
brought news from Hey Wesi, the
three Confederates {ricked them into
descending. and then seized them,
removing the lamps and burners
from the tower and destroving the
bens and reflectors. The entire south-
eastern coast of Florida was now
darkened, The three raiders prompd-
rl,' reported their accomplishment 1o

lorida Governor Madison Starke
Perry and Confederate Secretary of
the Treasury Christopher G,
Memminger

Union officials over-reacted o the
extinguishing of these two remote
lights, In ihe North i was reported
that the lighthouses had been raided
by an organized body of Confeder
ate troops from Fort Marion in 5
Augustine, Concem was also ex-
pressed for the safety of the steel
skeleton lighthouses at Carysfort
Beef and Sombrero Key, both vital to
the safely of ships passing the
ireachercus reefs which bordered
the Keys.

An 1862 Union military repost
stated that the "Jupiter Inlet tower
and lantern were destroyed. [n real-
ity the Jupher lighihouse was used
as an observation and signal tower
by blockade runners as the war
progressed,
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Although Federal Eroops e o0 -
cupied the mouih of the Miami River,
the blockade of south Florida had
become a reality by the end of 1B61.
In September, the siates southeast
ern coast fell under the jurtsdiction of
the Union Navy's South Atlantic
Squadron, In February 1862, the Af-
[antic coast north to Cape Canaveral
and the Gulf coast as far as 5t An-
drews Bay were placed under the
supervision of the East Gull Squad-
ron, headquartered at ey West.

As headguarters of the blockading
%drm' th site of Fort Taylor and
other installations, and the natural
crossroads of the Atlantic, the Gudf,
and the Caribbean, Key West be-
came a major Union Army and Nawvy
base By early 1862, the city was
citen occupled by several thousand
Federal troops at a time,

The Blockade had an almost im-
mediate effect on the tiny Miami set
tlement, which received most of its
supplies from Key West. With these
supplies cul off, fishing. hunting, and
turtling increased. Mariners and oth-
ers who had never before farmed
were forced to scratch a living from
the soil, planting comn, beans, peas
and sweet potatoes. Hogs and chick-
ens were in great demand.

Michael Zahr or Sears, a native of
Alsace-Lomraine who lived on Bis-
cayne Bay about three miles north of
the Miami River, ook his skoop to
Eey West in spite of the blockade. He
became scmething of a local hero
when he returned with a load of pro-
visions. Not long after. two other
German-born seftlers. Nicholas
Adams and William Wagner, se-
cured permission from Federal
naval officers to obtain supplies
from Key West, but strict limits were
placed on the size and contents of
their cargoes,

Despite these efforis, the war
brought high prices and hardships o
south Florida settlers. In the Miami
settlernent, & barrel of four sold for
517, a barrel of pickled pork for $50,
and homespun cotton for $1.00 a
vard. Some forty years after the war,
William Wagner s daughter Rose, ten
vears old in 1862 described the
south Florida homefront

Unless there was a wreck,

which socmetimes happened,

or a blockade-runner made a

successiul run, we had to [we

on fish, potatoes and pump-
kins. Pine woods gophers
were 8 luxury and only in-
dulged in on Sundays or in
case of company. For bread we
would have yellow complie,
slap jacks or Johnny cakes
made from homemade com
meal, and mamny times were

Because of itg isolation, south Flori-
da increasingly became a haven for
thase who wished to avold or escape
the war. One who moved south
seeking solitude was August O
Lang. He had served as assistant
keeper of the Jupiter lighthouse at
the beginning the war and had
helped to remove the lluminating
equipment from that struciure. As
the conflict ware on, Lang settled on
Lake Worth, becoming the first white
resident of present-day Palm
Beach.

Although Lang has been de-
scribed as a comscription evader, it
appears made likely that he came 1o
Lake Worth to escape from warnime
upheaval in general and o conduct
harticultural experiments with tropi-
cal plants.

]EPLa:ng was not an evader ar de-
serler, many new arrivals to south-
ern Florida were. In the early years
af the wae, many of south Florida's
evaders and refugees appear to have
been motivated either by genuine
Union sentiment, or by the desire to
remain with and provide for their
families.

By the end of the war, deseriers,
evaders, and refugees were a more
desperate lot. From throughout Flor
ida, and other Confederate states as
well, they sought sanctuary in the
southern peninsula’s tangled, de-
serfed woodlands, tidal marshes,
swamps, and hammocks. Here, they
wene joined by deseriers from the
Federal army and navy and an as-
sartment of unsavory characters,

During the final year of the war,
the Miami seftbement increasingly
fell under the control of this lawless
element. The original settlers avoid-
ed these mewcomers whenever pos-
sible, and the Federal blockadersap-
parently ignored them, Bose Wagner
wate that:

Mew faces could be seen al-
most every day in the week,
Many were supposed 10 be
sples from one side or the
other. The people altogether
became distrustful of each
other, the refugees mosily
goind back in the pine woods
and engaging in the manufac-
ture of ptne tar, which they
could sell to the block-
ade-runners.

Mary of the deserters banded fo-
gether under the leadership of a man
who called himself Major Valdez and
claimed to have been a Federal offi-
cer. Valdez's group, composed of 20

| Deserters, Evaders, Refugees

Jupiter Lighthouse, by Ralph Munroe
[HLET Hagaiies Mumbsr MST Murrss git of 1hs Murres
Fasrilp)

to 30 men, congregated at old Fort
Dallas, where they were described
by a fleeing Confederate refugee as
ranging “from the pale Yankes to (he
ebony Congo. all armed; a more
motley and villainous-looking crew
never trod the deck of one of Captain
Kidd's ships ... deserters from the
army and many of both sides, with a
mixiure of Spaniards and Cubans,
autlaws and renegades.”
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Fort Taylor

compelled o sit down 1o a dish
of complie starch scalded in
clear water and salt with noth-
ing else in it to help fill up. [ can
remember times when we had
nid even salt to cook with, and
could not get amy

Mot all south Floridians were as
careful about complying with regu-
lations as William Wagner and Mich-
clas Adams. Arrowroot producer
Georde Lewis and sallor John
Adams frequently ran the blockade
io Nassau, sometimes returning 1o
Miaml with supplies. and other
times heading for more settled Flori-
da ports with more expensive
cargoes,

With lts hidden, shifting inlets and

roxtimity to Caribbean ports, south
F-raridn attracted rmore than its share
aof blockade runners, By the end of
the conflict, 13 had been caplured off
Jupiter, four off the Caloosahatchee
River, two each off Biscayne Bay and
the Ten Thousand Islands area, ane
off the souihern part of present-da
Falm Beach County, and one
Hillsbore Inlet,

Most bBlockade-running vessels
active off the south Florlda coast
were small, shallow-draft sloops,
brigs. and schooners. They usually
left Florida carrying a few bales of
cotton or barrels of turpentine, and
returned with salt, whiskey or rum,
or a small collection of highly profit-
able luxury items,

Jupiter Inlet was a favorite desti-
nation for local blockade runners,
since contraband could, with a few
short overland haulowvers, be trans-
ported from the inlet, via the [ndian
and 51. Johns rivers, (o more L
lous northern Florida. South
Florida's Atlantic sea lanes were also

in Key West served as hﬂdqui
Union blockading squadron; from a Harper's Weekly wood-
Gk, (HASF Magutivn Morsber 80-T32.1)

rters for the

ular routes for blockade runners
rom nosth Florida and other Confied-
erate poris on their way to Massau
and Havana.

By late 1BGZ, blockade running
brought Federal landing parties 1o
southeast Florida shores. The ac-
counts left behind by these northemn
visitors provide an informative look
at the area, On October 24, 1862, an
expedition from the gunboat Saga-
more, patrelling the coast from the
Indian River 1o the upper Keys, en-
tered Jupiter Inket in search of block-
ade runners. The sailors returned (o
their ship with fifty pumpking, one
chicken, four bushels of salt, two
muskets, and one chair.

capiured more sall, two bales of cot-
ton, @ boatl sail. and two casks of
sperm il at the inket, Beturning the
fellewing week, they discovered
fifty-eight more bags of salt, a iool
chest, sails and some of the articles
removed from the lighthouwse in Aw-
dust of 1861,

As the presence of these Flosida
Unlonists in the Jupiter and Indian
Fiver area indicates, not all Floridi-
ans were staunch Confederates by
the midpoint of the war. Although
most south Floridians were mitially
oyl supporters of the Confederacy,
isolation from the mainsiream of the
war, the comtinwed Federal pres-
ence, and the rigors of fronther e
complicated by wartime burdens
had taken their toll on marmy,

By 1863, bitterness between Com-
federate south Floridians and their
Unionist neighbors caused a good
deal of tension, and in a few cases,
outbreaks of viclence.

Isalah Hall of Miami, & Unionist
despite his Georgia birth, served asa
pilot aboard the Sagamore in 1862
and ¢arly 1863, His knowledge of
lecal waters was evidently well ap-
preciated by the northern
blockaders.

Hall's "treason” aroused the anger
of local Confederate sympathizers,
and in January 1B63, they forced his
family to flee the Miami area by
boat. Rescued by the Sagamore,
Hall's wife, described as & southern
lady “of brunette prettiness,” and
her six children were taken first 1o
Indian Fiver Inlet, There, according
1o the Sagamore's assistant surgeon,
Walter E. Scofield, they were “living

late 1862, blockade running brought Federal landing
:zr&;tnmuthtutﬂmidashm.

Proceeding down the coast, the
Sagamore [anded a coconut- hunting
party at Cape Florida on December
4. Back in the Jupiter area the follow-
tng month, the 5a captured
the blockade-running sloop Julis
same six miles north of the inlet. The
captain of the Julia, a man named
Matthews, had been farming comn
and potatoes at Jupiter with another
man named Smith. They had been
put out of business when a storm
broke open a mew inlet, MNooding
their crops.,

In early January 1863, the Saga-
more landed a group of pro-Union
refugees from the Indian River area,
At Jupiter Inlet, they discowered and
destroyed forty-five bags of salt de-
posited on a conch bar, evidently by
a blockade runner.

On February 7, the same group

on pork and fish when they could get
no venison,

The Sagamores crew raised
$50.00 w0 aid the Halls, and the gun-
boat brought them south again on
February 8, landing them at Mew
Riwver, where :I'l-gly remained “under
the protection of the Indians and a
few whites who favored the northern
cause” for the remainder of the war.

Eeturning to Biscayne Bay on Feb-
ruary 18, the ascended
four miles up the Miami River and
sent boats even further. Surgeon
Scofield reported that "Boals went
up six miles saw three men & two
women living in the wilderness. Got
sugar cane, cocoanuis, lemons,
limes, potatoes & flsh,”

According to Rose Wagner, the
reason 3o few inhabitants were
sighted was that most had hidden.




The Uinion sailors visited the Wagner
hn-uu;;g pur;hased :hl:herﬁza:&d
wegeta with paper greenbacks,
the firsd the Wagners h-&gsm

The Sagamore’s boats returned 1o
the Miami settlement in less than
two weeks, This time, Surgeon
Scofield reported, a "Dutchman
carms out after ofd newspapers hav-
ing seen none in a long time. Mr
Weod, Babson went inside (o see the
young damisels, brought off coco-
nuts & pigs.”

Visiting the Wagner house. the
sailors were informed by the family
that a local merchant had refused to
accepl the strange Yankee green-
backs as payment for groceries.
While the blockaders were there,
however, the man arrived and of
fered to take any greenbachks the

Wagners would give him,

Mot all Union expeditons along
thee river were ul, On July 18, &
landing party led by the Sa
captain, Ea Eng:iﬁh. visited the
homestead of Dr. rt Fletcher, a
suspected blockade runner, and ar-
dered himn 1o take the oath of allke-
giance to the United States.

Fletcher was one of the
settlemment’s most outspoken Cone-
federate sympathizers, and he
bravely refused. The Federal sea-
men tald him that they would give
him time to change his mind, and
i continued upriver,

con, residents saw billows of
smoke rising from the direction of
George Lewis’s coontie mill. A noted
lecal blockade runner, Lewis was a
sodith Florida native whose Bahami-
an ﬂrandﬁiwnm had settled on New
River in the 1780s, At the time of the
Union raid he was away, and thus
avoided capture. By the end of the
veear Lewis was serving as Confed-
erate Indian agent in the Everglades.
He was captured at Fort Myers in
January 1864, when the Union army
accupied that setlerment.

After burning Lewiss mill, the
raiding party brought away “cocoa-
nuis - aboul a cartload - also
squashes, 1/ barrel of [coontie]
starch resembling arrowroot, also
side saddles, crockery. books. lead
pipe” On their relurn, 1y again
called on Dr. Fletcher, who eagerly
took the Union oath.

In addition o enforcing the block-
ade, Union forces landed in south-
east Florida to procure fumber. The
native “Dade County pine” was par-
ticularly useful for the ongoing con-
struction of fortifications in Hey
West.

In early 1863, agroup of 2560 20
men from Company C of the Forty-

seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, sta-
toned at Key West, arrived on the

W5 Men of War capture two Confederate blockade run-
nersin May of 1861; from a Harper's Weekly woodout. (necds

Protagraphos Rrchives

shore of Blscayne Bay to cut wood.
Here they reportedly enjoyed the
sunshine and cutdoor activity, and
encouniered a group of Seminole In-
dians led by the “celebrated chiel™
Tiger Tail. The soldiers traded with
Tiger Tails braves and obiained
fresh pork, venison, and fish. Al-
though the [ndians spoke [iile En-
dlish, one of ihe Pennsylvanians re-
marked that "they can devour pork
and bean soup in English as well as
any ofher man.’

According to Rose ‘“Wagner, the
sergeant’s “brutal nature” and
drunkenness “nearly caused a trag-
edy” in the Wagner home. In conse-
quence he was demoted. The two
voung Confederates, probably de-
seriers, were released.

In other s of south Florida,
most notably the west coast river
valleys and the Lake Okeechobee re-
gion. supplying cattle to the Confed-
erate armies was a major wartime
aethvity. This was particularly true

“Boats went
ing in the
limes, potatoes & fish."

six miles, saw three men & two women liv-
Got sugar cane, cocoanuts, [emons,

Mearly a year later, on January 22,
1864, a quartermaster schooner and
twenty scldieess from Hey West ae-
rived at the bay to pick up timber
being eut o thern there under the di-
rection of former state legislator The-
odore Bissell, Apparently Bissell’s
early suppon for secession did not
deter him from praliing at the ex-
pense of the northern army,

Bose Wagner also recalled the ar-
rival of a brig from Mew York at the
Miami River at one point during the
war, The privately-owned brig had
been granted permission (o land by
the Union navy, and had contracted
with a local man toobtain lumber for
ratlroad crogsties. Amang the wood-
culters hired were twa young men in
Confederate uniforms. When their

fesence was reported to the Unlon

lockaders, a landing party com-
manded by an army sergeant was
dispatched 1o arrest them

after the fall of Vicksb in July of
1863 cut off the supply of beef from
Texas,

Although southern Florida’s cattle
ranges were concentrated west and
north of Lake Okeechobee, where
Confederate guerrillas fought to pro-
tect the herds from Union troops and
their refugee allies, some activity
was reported in the southeastern
section of the state as well,

While procuring lumber a1 Bis-
caymz Bay in 1863, the Pennsylvania
trocps " speculated in the cattle busi-
ness, depriving guserrillas of horses
and cattle stolen from local citizens
A ref named Green drove a herd
of cattle in from upsiate, offering the
anirnals for sale o the inhabitants.
The captain of a New York timber
brig ordered a group of soldiers to
shood the catile instead and divide
the meat among the people who
wanted . Rose Wagner remem-
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hered that “there was pone
wasted,

5|l_‘ll.-.l|':r and gquibely, the War Be-
tween the States irickled 1o a close
on the south Florida frontier. The
C-nnredem.:-,- had et g.::ll-.'d & 11l
itary foothald in the region, and the
southern :-'.-,'rn;:.:rh'.lr wihich had once
motivated the small civilian popula
tion had been stifled, not 50 much by
force of arms as by attrition

1o the north and west of Lake

Okeechobee, Confederate guerrillas
kept up a spirited struggle to protect
their homesteads and valuable carttle
herds, but even these brave effons
wieTe invain. Anattempt by the Con
federate "Catile Guard”™ o dislodige
the Federals from Fort Myers in Feb-
ruary., 1865, was unsuccessiul, and
the Comfederates retreated back 1o
central Florida after a day of incon-
clusive fighting

B'r' the SPIing of [BES, the war in

weytithy Florida was, for all intends and
purposes, over, Rummors thal Conded-
erale armies m 'l.-'iT!.':ll'll'd and the Car-
plirnas hed surrendered and the con-
lict had ended filiered into the
region from time (o e

Saon the lower east coast became
the scene of much exciternent a5 an
escape route foor high-ranking Con-
federate officials, When Richmond
fell to General Grant’s ammy on April
2, Jefferson Davis and his cabinet
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John C. Breckinridge

(MLER Wagative Nambes 1876 JE8.1)

began a long fAight south, hoping to
evade capture. Federal icials
feared that the fugitive Confederate
president might attempt to reach
Florida, travel along the coast to Bis-
cayne Bay, and then escape from the
country by sea.

Accordingly, on May 2, 1865, two
Unicn boat expeditions were sent
from Key West to Cape Florida. The
following day, another expedition
was ordered to hold Eey Biscayne
and guard Bear's Cut and other pas-
sages into the open sea. Wrate
Wagner, “the pine woods were full of
Yankees, atternpting fo intercept
Davis

President Davis never reached
south Florida. He was caplured by &
Federal cavalry patrol in Geargia on
May 10, the same day that all Con-
federate forces in Florida were for-
mally surrendered al Tallahassee
Word that the war in Florida had at
last endded reached the Miami settle-
ment soon afterwards. It was greet-
ed with a sense of gratitude and
relief,

“Ad last the mews came that the
war was over,” wrode Rose Wagner,
“and no history in the world was
ever able to record another like 1t in
its every feature, and [ pray to God
that s Hke will never occur again.”

In ofber pars of south Florida,
news did not travel 50 quickly. Au-
gust Lang at Lake Worth was un-
aware thal peace had come until the
fall of 1866, when he was visited by

A Famous Fugitive

Ironically, it was the isolated south-
east Florida coast, bypassed by the
great battles and military cam-
paigns, that formed the sefting for
one of the final episodes in the short
history of the Confederate States of
America. In late May of 1865, Con-
federate Secretary of War John C.
Breckinridge and (we companions
traveled overland across northerm
Florida, bound for the Indian River.
HMext they sailed south ina small life-
boat, On the night of June 3, they
passed the darkened shadow of the
Jupiter lighthouse.

Further down the coast, on June 5,
they were accosted by a United
States transport, but escaped detec-
tion by posing as wreckers, hunters
and fishermen. The following day.
an the shores of what is today Palm
Beach County, the ragged little band
rested and traded ammunition fog
food with a group of Seminole
Indians.

Later, near Mew River [nlet, the fis-
gitives encountered a sailboat

Michael Sears and his son George,
on their way from Biscayne Bay to
the Indian River, Lang asked how the
war was progressing, and was sur-
rised 1o learn that it had been owver
more than a year.

The vears immediately following
the Civil War saw the return of a slow,
seftled pattern of life on the south
Florida frontier. While Key West and
the [ndian River region both experi-
enced a good deal of growth in the
late 1860s, Dade County'’s popula-
tion in 1870 numbered a scant
eighty-five, only two more than re-
corded ten years earlier,

For this reason, the area was, for
the miost part, able to escape the beg-
acy of violence and hatred which Re-
construction left on much of the
South. Like the war itself, Recon-
struction did not bypass south Flori-
da entirely. [n fact Dade County
ﬁaimd its own “carpetbag political

a5s and its share of political
COTEFOANETSY

As the war faded into the past, vis-
thors and new settlers trickled into
the region. Some envisioned spec-
tacular possibilities for the beautiful
tropical land, In 1867, Dade’s "car
petbagger” Willlam H. Gleason,
wrabe:  Biscayne Bay is 50 beautiful
and healthiul that it must one day
become the resort of the invalid, the
tourist, and the lover of adventure.”

Al about the same time, several
schemes were [aunched to establish
northemn oolonists and even newly-

manned by three armed and
suspicious-looking men. probably
deserters. Declding that they would
need a more seaworthy vessel to
reach safety in Cubs or the Baha-
mas, the Breckinridge party forced
the sirangers, al gunpaint, o ex-
change boais with themn

Strong winds foiled several efforis
to strike cut for the Bahamas, and
Breckinridge and his companions
were forced 10 hug the shore as far
south as Biscayne Bay.

Stopping al the mouth of the
Miami Eiver io obiain provisions, the
fleeing Confederaies engaged in
some uneasy trading with Major
Valdez's guerrilla band at Fort Dal-
las. At cne point the encounter de-

nerated into an exchange of gun-
ire. The Confederates were
prepared (o leave empiyv-handed,
but eventually they were able to
dicker for supplies and continue
their journey. Leaving the coast of
Florida em june 8, t arrived in
Cuba two days later.

freed slaves in the area, where they
could grow tropical fruit. Although
these plans never matured, the pres-
ence of an established population
and connections to the more setiled
HKeys made the Miami settlement a
relatively active frontier village
throughout the late nineteenth

century,

Elsewhere in southeast Florida,
the lighthouses at Cape Florida and
Jupiter were reilluminated n 1866,
and, in the early 1870s, permanent
settlers began congregating on the
shores of Lake Worth,

The arrival ;g rm-.rhsmﬂm in the
postwar years brought a new era in
south Floridas history, an era that
?ff :hz{ﬁt:]?[ishme:t af H::-usdt[g of

uge for shipwreck victims alon:
the coast, " Barefoat I'n'luilrnen"weadﬂ-
ing the beach. and. before the centu-
ry was over, roads and railroads, As
new settlers came into south Florida
and changed the face of the land, the
regions unique and colorful Civil
War history had been virfually

focgotten,

Dillon, special projecis co-
ordinator for the Broward County
Historical Commission, is workin
on a book on the Civil War in Sout
Florida. His Civil War articles have
appeared in the Florida Historical

d
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In the Land
of Cotton
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Henry Choice Price
AT #AT iy FArabedA DB Price Freace]
ARASF Mpgatied Nunber [HES 138 01

BY ELIZABETH DuBOSE PRICE
BREEZE

More has been learmed of Henry
Cholce Price. He was first intro-
duced In “Memories of the Marion,”
Update, February 1980, an article
about a hotel he had built in Miami,

Henry had come to Miami from
Marion County, The exact date isnt
known, but, according to farmily tra-
dition, he had the Marion built in
1205, It was a small botel &t Norih-
east Third Sireet within the first
block from Biscayne Bay. This was
before the bay was filled in to create
a park.

At that time Henry had already re-
alized a long life as a planter and was
approximately seventy vears old.

Great Freeze of the mid-1850s
had wiped out his lvelihood and his
life style

He had been in Marion Counby
since 1855, some fifty vears, having
come with his family when he was
seventeen from Newton County,
Ceorgia, His father, Zacheus lor
"Zachas"), a cotton planter, educat-
ed his sons at Emaory, which was jusi
"across the vale” in Oxford from
their home. All four sons and three
daughiers earlier had attended Gor-
don Institute in Barnesville,

I,

Lacheus was of the sixth Armeri-
can generation of Prices, Henry, the
seventh. Their first ancestos to come
to this country was Edward Price,
who emigrated with William Penn
and settled in the Welsh Tract, an
area near Philadeiphia. Edward and
his wifie, Mabley, were from Merion-

ethshire, near Bala in Wales.

Henry and his family, after moving
0 Florida, locked back on their [ast
vears in Georgia as “the gay 1840s."
They flourished in Florida too, but
there was much visiting with refa-
fives in Georgia.

When this story begins, Henry
and a younger brother were farmiing
three miles from Micanopy on a part
of their father's plantation. The de-
tails were revealed recently (1982)
on discovery of a packet of family
papers. Grandfather Price was a
very private person and in his life-
time would not have been pleased
that his granddaughter would pub-
licly divulge chapters of his life. 1
only hope that with the passage of
more Hme he would have seen in
perspective how his story adds to
the general picture of bygone life in
Flacica,

The packet was marked "Cotien
Papers’ and was found in an old
trunk of my father’s, unopened for
decades, but dutifully preserved by
a late brother of mine in Forl Pierce,
Florida, It imcluded affidavits, re-
ceipts, bills, cotton brokers reports,
and family lefters. One is labeled, in
my grandfathers hand, “Unfinished
Sketch of Events up toand [ncluding
the Selzure of the Coltton,” and
signed "H.C.P,” for Henry Choice
Price. Below this, in my father's hand
and written years [ater, is "Provides
Data that may be Useful in Preparing
Claim.,” The latter is initialed
“C.M.P.” for Carleton Mickson
Price

The preambile of Henry's account
reads, “For the benefit of those to
whom [t may concern [ will mention
incidents connected with my life
during the pericd of 1862 and !Eﬁ:—l"
It was his hope that he would be
compensated by the federal govern-
meefit for cotlon that had been condis-
cated from him by a federal general
o & raid down the east coast of Flor
idp i 1864, But he was not, He died
tm 1916 still disappointed and so my
father pursued the suit up to as late
a5 1934 At that time a bifl was intro-
duced in the LS. Senate to lift the
statute of limitations on seized Con-
federate property, and futterings of
hope were raised again, When the
bill failed, the claims were laid to rest
ifi the old trunk.

Grandfather was a real per
so0n {0 me in my early chi .In
fact, he and my beloved stepgrand-
mother raised me from the age of
two. They were the center of my
happy universe. He died at eighty-
four when | was nine. Reading his
“Sketch” transformed him for me
from a loving old gentleman into an
active young man of twenty-three, a
farmer, a soldier, a blockade runner,

one might almost say, a derring-do
figure.

The earfiest letter in the packet,
dated June 1BS7 from Tampa, is 1o
Henry from his oldest brother, Dr.
John Wesley Price, then 34, Perhaps
John was in the military because he
describes an opportunity; “if you
will come into Service as a 1st Lieu-
tenant bringing 40 men with you 1o
be in Ocala on the 20th of huly. ready
for organization, thence to Tampa 1o
be mustered inlo Service, | do not
wish to say anything o influence
you. ' Howewer, he adds, " are
good, about 3800, for & months, pri-
vates $173 ... & months is mot long,
George [younger 21-year-old broth-
EI"] has just landed here from hormse,
All weell, has gold plenty”

Spicily e confides, I hawe been
pocketing some of Uncle Sam's

and hope to get 51,000 mone
before long.” (Dr, J. W Price was a
first liewtenant in the Serminale lndi-
an Wars in Florida and later a captain
in the Florida Milidia, C5A.)

Henry's Skeich ns. “Ge
and [ were Earmh‘.ﬂ?:ii nners.hi:g%ﬁ
1860 an a part of my father's planta-
tion and keeping bachelors hall. In
May 1861 my brother joined the B.W.
Powell Company of Volunteers of
Micanopy, was mustered into the
Confederate Service and went 1o
Pensacola. In July [ joined the Mari-
on Dragoons, a cavalry cormpanty, or-

anized at Flemington, Willigm

wens, Capt., and went o
Fernandina as Orderly Sergeant for
one year.”

He adds, "Before leawin
guirued my brother Dr, Jahn

rice, my agent in ihe managemsEnt
of any personal oulside business
that might arize, h'lz father agreed to
superintend and advise the negroes
in the management of the crops,
ete,”

Henry had naot been in the cavalry
maore than five or six months when
typhaold broke out in the camp and
he came down with the fiever. For
several years he had had "chronic
liver complaint’ and the fever on top
of his already delicate health made
Captain Owens decide to send him
horme where be could get better care
He was in bed two months, "part of
the time wery low”

A change of climate was pre-
scribed. He went to Atlanta and was
treated by Dr. Willis Westmoreland,
Surgeon General of the Western
A The dector felt his patient
could best be used 1o procure clirus
which was much needed by his

frontinge on page 13)

Elizabeth DuBose Price Breeze
writes about her grandfather’s Flori-
da experiences during the Ciwvil War.

| ap-
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Frank Shutts

BY NIXON SMILEY

Frank Shutis had three meelings
with Henry Flagler before the found-
er of Miami died in 1913. Each meel-
ing had a profound influence on
Shutts’ [ife. The first meeting browghi
him to Miaml. The secend resulied
in his becoming a newspaper
publisher.

Soon after moving o Miami,
Shautts recetved a visli by the cwners
of {he Miami Morning News-Becord,
Frank B. Stoneman, editor, and AL
LaSalle, printer. Stoneman and
LaSalle had come to Miaml from Or-
lando in 1203 to establish & newspa-
per. They met with success until the
recession of 1907 when, as & resul|
of over-extending themselves, they
fell on hard fimes. Mow facing the
wreath of creditors because they
were unable to pay thelr bills, they
sought the help Shustts, whose
handling of the affairs of the defuncl
Fort Dallas Bank had wan him great
respect as a bankruplicy expert. Al
their request, Shutls did the neces-
sary legal work to protect their paper
tempararily from creditors and took
OEr A% feCeIVer

Shuits discovered that the paper
owed more than its owners could
hope to repay. that there was no so-
lution except 10 find 8 buyer or 1o
dissolve the firm, sell off the assets,
and divide the proceeds among the
creditors

Shuiis also discovered that Flagler
was the leading creditor. This need
mat have been any surprise. From
the time of Miamis Fnunding in
1896, Flagler had been quick to lend
money o businessmen, bankers,
newspaper publishers, and espe-
cially to farmers, He had funded the
Miami Metropolls, the city’s first
newspaper, which eveniually be-

For Shutts, Flagler
Meetings Had Impact

came The Miami Mews. But by 1910
i Metropaolis had turned on Flagher
and instesd of supporting him, itex-
corjated him and the Fladler
Sysiem

While contemnplating the News-
Record’s financial debacle, Shutts
got an idea. Since I-'Iag,]er was the
chief creditor, he should take pos-
session of the News-Fecord, pul a
sympathetic editor in charge, and
answer the caustic criticism of the
Metropolis. Confident his idea would
be accepted, Shutls hastened o see
Flagher. But Flagier wasnt interested.
He expected criticism. He cared [if-
tle about what the Metropolls had to
5ay,

Shuits was stung. He had not ex-
pected Flaglers cold attitude. As he
prepared to depart, be was unablbe (o
hide his disappointment. which
Flagler noted.

“Mr. Shutis,” =sald Flagler in the
tone of one to whom a new thought
has occurred, “if vou want to pub-
lish the newspaper yoursell, then |
might consider acauiring i1

Shutts agreed. although he had
niot thought of himsell as a publisher
Flagler directed Shutts 1o pay off the
other creditors, setile with
Stoneman and LaSalle, and reorga-
nize the paper as a Flagler System
COMMpany,

Beocrdanizing the paper under the
name of The Miami Herald, Shutts
began publishing on December 1,
1910, with himsell as publisher and
Frank B. Stoneman as edior. Em-
Fﬂﬁ“ﬂ an able business manager
and an experienced news editor, as
well as subscribing to the services of
the Associated Press, Shulls soon
began to give the Metropolis
competition.

Then Shuits got a major break,
News of the Titanics sinking
reached Miamit late in the evening of
April 15, 1912, and next morning
The Miami Herald had the complete,
exclushve story as transmitted owver
Western Unbon wires by the Assock-
ated Press, The papers cinculation
soared past 2,000 in the days
ahead, overwhelming its competitor
in circulation and advertising. 5o
well did The Herald do that Shautts
bought a rew Franklin automobile
and emploved a chauffewr, adding
bBoth to the paper's expenses,

When Flagler discovered (his, he
ordered Shutts 1o remove both from
The Herald'z accourd boohs, Shutts
teied 1o explain that he not only re-

quired a car in connection with 1%
paper’s business and promotion, but
needed a chauffeur because he was
unahble to dribwe.

“Then we are al an impasss,
snapped Flagler, who was unaccus-
tomed (o have underlings challenge
his decisions.

“Mo, sir,” replied Shutts. “With
vour permission, [ would like to buy
The Miaml Herald.

Flagler was agresable. He sold the

per o Shuils wihal he had in i,

29,000, Shutts paid 510,000 down
and signed a note for the 519,000
balance

This story, with recollections of
his childhood. his education, law
practice, courtship and marriage, io-
gether with his encounters with
Flagler, Shutts related o John D
Pennekamp, Miami Herald edifor,
during a 1931 trip to Tallahassee in
ihe publisher's chauffeur-driven car,

Although Shutts had acquired a
gold mine, it would be a costly one o
dewelop. He constanily had to buy
new equipment and expand his
newspaper’s space and s1aff 1o meet
Elr’nwimg circulation demands.

uftls was to remain in detd for the
next quarter-century, until he sold
The Herald in 1937 to John 5 and
James L. Enight of Akron.

Shutts’ indebledness did nol pre-
verd him from Iiﬂn%ﬁwﬂll. He be-
longed to the best clubs, and he and
hiis wife moved in Miami's high soci-
ety. Although the Shutts avoided os-
fentatbon, he spent lavishly to enter-
{ain friends, and especially o make
friends, The home Shutts built at
1438 5 Bayshore Drive was not lux-
wisows, but was adequate Having
rcves fearned to adjust o Miamis
summers, Shutts bought a second
kearrie in the Berkshire Mountains,

Originally, Shutts & Bowen offices
were located in Burdines Depart
ment Sore Building, near the Flagler
S1.-Miami Ave. intersection. In 1923
the firm, having oulgrown its old
quarters, moved o the new First Na-
tional Bank Building, at the northeast
cormer of E. Flagler 51, and First Ave
By now Shutis was one of Miaml's
“movers and shakers.” He was
known as Colonel Shutts. Governor
Carey Hardee had made him an

Fart 2 of the Frank Shuiis story con-
fimues, written by Nixoa Smiley,
noted Florida author and long-time
stafl writer for Shutts’ newspaper,
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honorary colonel on his stall,

It woald seemn that Colone] Shuits
had reached the pinnacle of success
His income for 1923 was
£51,953. 24, a considerable amournt
of money at that time. But the Florida
land boom was gathering speed
Miami's population. 30,000 in
1920, topped 100,000 in 1924, and
in 1925 soared to 177,000, The
business of Shutts & Bowen had
gronwn 50 much by 1925 (hat twao
floors were required fo house the
profusion of lawyers and stafl

Shutls spent momings at his law
offices and afternoons al his news-
paper, then located af the southwest
cormer of S, Miami Ave. and Second
St, And his services were particulas-
I.',' rsreded al The Herald, which had
grown 5o fast that production facili-
ties and staff were being constantly
overwhelmed by increasing circula
tion and advertising.

Curing 1925 The Herald set a
world record with 42.5 million lines
of advertising, 12 milllon more lines
than any other newspaper had ever
carried in a yvear, With his over
\lr{'lrl'ﬂ'lli PrESSEs running d._-‘l*,.' and
night, Shutts ordered construction of
a four-story mechanical building
which, with new presses and other
new equipment, sould cost more
than a million dollars

Shufts’ influence in Miami's affairs
had begdun upon his arrival in Miami
and never ceased until he sold The
Herald and retired fram ihe public’s
view, He induced Carl Fisher (o
mske his ficst investments in Miamd

Beach. His newspaper launched the
idea of a cross-state highway tha
became the Tamiaml Teall He pro-
moted the improvement of the
Miami harbor and the cutting of a
deep ships channel directly 1o the
ccean through Government Cut,
ESpail fromm the dr edging was used to
build the county causeway between
Miami and Miami Beach. He negoti
ated the purchase of Miami’s
Baylront Park property from the
rlagker ystem. He induced 5 Da-
viees Warlield, president of Seaboard
Airline. 1o extend his rallroad to
kiami.

Probably no newspaper ever de-
voled more space (o the promation
of its o city than did The Herald
while Shutis was [,:-1,||:_1|i-,~.|'|\_'r 'l.-"|'|'t|_;.aa||':|l
every day a story about an importan
visitor - college president, industri
alist, author, politiciam, diplomat,
sporfsman - appeared on the fron
page. along with a photcdraph, In-
variably the wisitor had something
good to say about Miaml One of
Shutts’ achievemnents was the cre-
ation of Hialeah Park Face Course
.-:'.|'.?'.-:l|.'._:;!'| st of the l.'rq:-;hr st gr_:-
to Joseph M. Smoot, it was Shutis
whe introduced him to the right peo
ple, including James Bright, who fur
fished a site. Shutts also brought in
businessmen who helped arrange
the financing and the bullding of a
racetrack and grandsiand

The opening of Hialeah Park was
perhaps the beacon event signaling
the beginning of the mad period of
the boom. Fhee thousand spectators

had been expected for the opening
on Jan. 15, 1925, but 17,000 showed
up. Miami would be like that for (e
next year as new thowsands arrhved
with pockets bulging with money fo
speculate in real estate. Shutts hime-
self became involved in land specu:
lation, a mistake that almost rulned
him

So great was the boom fever that
within 18 months in 1925-26 Miami
acqguired a !.k"r'llju.? B &2 the end of
1925 approached, the boom was
subsiding. and by the summer of
1926 only the more oplimistic could
believe it would continue. These
hopes were blasted on the night of
Sept. 17-18, 1926, when Miami was
hit by the greatest hurebcane in its
history.

Although severely hurt by the re-
cession thal followed, Shutis &
Bowen was able to cut back on man-
power and office space. But while
Shutis could reduce his newspaper
staff as cireulation and advertising
plummeted. he was stuck with his
new million dallar mechanical
building. Having lost his shirt in
boom-time speculation, Shutts now
faced unyielding creditors whom he
wias unable to pay. Without friemds
who came to his rescue. Shutis
probably would haee lost The Miami
Hesald. Fichard K. LeBlond, '.l.ﬂa‘_.1.|‘.|!'|'|.'
Cincinnati capitalist, lent him
2750.000. Borrowing lesser sums
from other {riends, Shutts survived

Then came the Depression ol the
1930s. Both Shutts & Bowen and
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The Herald were shattered financial-
;.'. Shutls received only $8.000 to
10,000 a year from his [aw firm,
while earnings from The Herald
were insufficient 1o pay the inberest
on his many loans, much less the
II'I uPa[ Shutts’ friends could have
orced him into bankruptcy and
takenn The Herald from him. That
“’EHM not pressure hirm 53';‘5 Fi ]|::|1
ulis’ abkility 1o keep the
he had made.

Shutis sought 1o sell The Herald,
but because of its huge indebted-
ness, he would have 1o receive at
least 33 million to have & substantial
amount ket after paying off credi-
tors. He was accustomed to living
well, and, in the event of his death,
he wanted 1o leave his wile and two
daughters well fived, But no one he
contacted was willing to pay his
price except Moses L. Annenbtr%
who is reported to have offered £3.
million for The Herald, But Shuiis,
who rated Annenberg with Al
Capone, refused, By 1937 Shulis
deebis, on which no interest had been
paid for a decade, exceeded 31.5
million, Although agrecable to sell (o
the Enights, he asked a higher price
than the brothers fell they could af-
ford. So the Enights' lawyer, C. Blake
MeDowell, sought to negotiate with
Shutts creditors. LeBlond agreed to
trim $250,000 from the $750,000

incipal Shutts owed him and to
orget the interest om the entire
amount. McDowell made similar
deals with other creditors. The
Enights took possession of The Her-
ald on Oct, 15, 1937, afier paying
£2.25 million in cash and agreeing

¥ Shutts $12,000 a year as con-
sultant for ten years.

Shutts lived to 76, dying on Jan. 7,

1947, If in his final days he Ihmlﬂ: af
Wi

his years in Miami, he rmust
been gratified, He had founded a law
firm and a newspaper thal were
campared with the best in the coun-
try. And although he may never have
“run’ Miami, as he tolda Taw-
ver he once had done, he contributed
as much to the commumity as any
elected to run the city - and a kot
myafe than maost,

Since Shuits’ death, both of his old
firms have moved. The Miaml Her-
ald mow occupbes 8 huge building
facing Bisca Jrne Bay. between

Pu.ﬂhﬂr and the Yenetian Cause-

. Shustts & Bowen, with close to

I. attorneys, and a burgeoning

practice — a far cry from the dark

days of the 19305 - has oflices not

in Miami at the new Edward

Ball Building at 100 Chopin Plaza,

but also in t Falm Beach, Orlan-

do, Coral Gables, Lake Worth, Ocala
and Dcean Reef,

Cotton

(eraimahd fhors pags 107
Western Army soldiers who were
threatened with scunny. The Sur-
geon General advised that Henry be
discharged and when able do what
he could about supplying fruit.

In tirme and in easy stages he went
to Orange Springs and chartered the
steamer Caplain Heart, its caplain
and its crew. It had plied betwesn
Palatka and Silver Springs before the
WAL

Henry wrote: 71 thenm made sever
al trips to Melonville and settlements
adjacent 1o 5t. John on the river, to
Salt Lake, the headwaters of the 51
John, crossed ower to Sand Point

now called Titusville] on Indian
and down that river to Forl
on where | found an abundance

of line lermons and limes.

“"Because of the impaired condi-
tion of railreads and irregular sched-
ules | had to accompany each lof of
fruit separately and deliver them
persenally to Dr. Pulin [Perclieu? the
writing is unclear], Medical Punsey-
or of the Confederate Army, of 5a-
vannah, Ga. to whom [ had been di-
rected by Dr. Westmoreland. [
bought the fruit, paid all expenses,
assumed all the risk and responsibil-
iy, and delivered it in person to Dr.
Pulin. He paid me in Confederate”

Henry did not record how many
trips e made, bul kept at it for two
T niie ged in shipping fruit 1

"Whike enga in shipping frult
:g:came ir;::emgﬂ in scfnn;e ca

goads brought into [ndian
from Massauw and other islands, and
exchanged for colton, Having com-

leted with rmy obligation to Dr

stmorefand shipping all the
avaitable fruit from the river and
coast, and still not physically able 1o

render active military service, |
crossed over to Nassau and engaged
in the blockade business regularly,
impa such arlicles needed by
the people and impossible to secure
at home.

'l imported mostly salt and powe
der, the most of the salt was given to
those who had come in with teams
long distances from the back couns-
iry where |1 was impossible 10 ob-
faim it

"Most of the business was carried
on from Sand Point with varying
syccess. The last cardo | exchanged
for Sea Island cotton and cork.

Thus he began acquiring cotton.
He had 100 bales "more or less
giored &l Four Mile Creel near New
Smyrna. 1 was wrecked an one trip
coming owver the bar at Fort Capron,
kst my boat and part of ooy cargo .. .
I conchuded when | came In again |
would try New Smiyrna as there was

mose waler and less danger enterd
the harbor,” "
S0 he bought another boat, he
Clotilda, & 16-ton sloop, and started
cver again,
On his first entry from the islands

inlo New Smyrna he landed safely,
had some of his stolen, deliv-
ered some to his back-country carri-

er, and exchanged some for cotton,

“"Fearing that | would be bhottled
up by the US Blockade Fleet | took
o &car of colton and sailed out of

:1 I51h [1863], and was cap-
lumd following day on the lower
coast of Florida by the Transport 55
McClellan and towed 1o Key West,”
Henry wrote

The ship, he said, was loaded with
soldiers on their way to New
Orleans.

"l was put in charge of the LS.
Marshall, placed ina huatel and
given the lberty of the city with the
understanding that | remain until my
trial in 2 weeks.” he wrole.

"A few days before that time |
learned from a friend that Col, Crane,
a refugees from Tampa and delective
in the service of the | Govern-
ment, had learned wha ['was and re-

ried the fact to the Federal

2 swn t of

"It was thought by some of my
friends that because of my former
connection with the Confederate
Army and preseni business of
biockade munning and contraband
goods imported that the officer
might require me 1o take the cath of
allegiance to the U.S. . [initial un-
clear] or put me in the old Fort Tay-
lor. As [ did not propose to do either
| made arrangements with Capt,
Geriffin who was (n port in comirmand
on a8 Nassau schoomer that was bo
sail next day .. . | left Key West in a
fishing boat smack about 2 hours
before daylight the following mom:-
ing and was picked at the appointed
place by Capl, Griffin,

"My vessel and cargo were confis-
cated. Because of my capture and
the increasing vigilance of the Block:
ade Squadren on the East | made no
further attempt to run the blockade,
and ended the business.” A fortu-
nate decision for his descendants.

“"The cotlon which | had stored ai
Four Mile Creek [later called Glenco]
as swom by reputable citizens lbving
at New Smyrna, was seized by Gen-
eral Bumney, [Burnside?] LS Army,
in the spring of 1864 an one of his
raids down the East Coast. He
pressed the citizens and teams oo
service and had the colton loaded
onto ihe 55 Mary Benton and carried

The value of the confiscated col-
ton ai that fime was 54,000,
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'BOOK REVIEW |

REPRINT SERIES

The Historical Association of South-
ern Florida has brought out a fourth
ediion of a major bock on the early
dpys of the Biscayne Bay region, The
Commodore’s Story, first published
i 1930

This significant book was written
:tl':l' H:_‘:!ph M. Munroe, !v.-unu:[ing oM.
madore of the Biscayne Bay Yacht
Club, and his close feiend and fellonr
sailing enthusiast, Vincent Gilpin

Previously, HASF had lssued a
new edition of another South Florlda
favorite, They All Called It Tropical.
Subditled “True Tales of the Roman-
tic Everglades Mational Park. Cape
Sable. and The Flards J":J.-:':lrri'. thie
book was written by Charles M
Brookfield and Oliver Griswaold, I8
was first published in 1949

Both The Commodore’s Story and
They All Called It Tropical were reis-
sued by HASF through a grant from
e Hnight Foundation. This gramnd
has made it possible 1o make avail
able to more South Florida readers
{wio important, and highly readable,
accounts of the regions histony.

Both hooks can be purchased in
the Indies Company store, The
Commodore's Story for $10.95 and
They All Called It Tropical for
$4.95

Instead of a 1986 review, Updale
5 reprinting the review written by
Grace Norman Tultle and published
by The Miami Herald on Now 30,
1930,

The Commodore’s Story. By Ralph
M. Munroe and Vincent Gilpin, (lves
Washburn. $5.)

Commodore Ralph M. Munroe, pi
aneer of Coconut Grove and Miami,
is the commaodore whose story 15 re
ferred to in the heading abowve. His
book s a comprehensive and fasci
nating story of the eashy boating days
of Biscayne Bay. Key West and pre-
Flagler Miami.

Fifty years ago Commodore Mun-
roe made his first sea irip into Bis-
cayne Bay. He had dreamed of this
part of the warld for a long time, haw
ing heard it discussed and yarmed
about by seagoing men Who congre-
gated on 5Staten I[sland. the
commodore’s boyhood home

On Staten Island he went to the
same schools attended by the sons
of another commodore - the firs
Vanderbilt, To Biscayne bay the
yougl R&|'|‘.~'.'1 M. Munroe came half a
century ago with the late Willlam
Brickell, whose sloop had been in

Ralph Middleton Munroe, the founding commeodore of the Biscayne Bay Yacht

Club. jpuazr, T al e Manees lamily. Magebe Namber 116-0)

difficulty off the Staten lsland coasi
ard the Munroe boy, already an ac
complished sailor, went to the
Miamian’s assistance.

That was the beginning of his
years of romance and adwenture in
the Florlda woods and on the Flosida
coastal waters, Fowey light was in
the process of construction. In his
boak he tells of a courageaus rescue
that he and Capl, Dick Carney, also
of Coconut Grove, made in the
chuming walers al Fowey Rock

Commadaore Munroe rgde twa ar
three trips to Coconut Grove before
he came with his family o remain
permanently. He knows the whole
Atlantic coast as well as he does his
alphabet but it is his store of infor
mation about primitive |ife here that
is of consequence 1o Miamians, and
ihe whale Unbied States, for that
FANer. Since every state sends visl-
fors 1o this place

Mames long forgotten reappear on
these pages so laden with memo
ries, local color and picturesque
facts. The commodore has been
generous in the credit given to his
nelghbors in Cocomut Growe and
elsewhere, Capt, Dick Carney being
m ot of h-:'rl'-_ .1-:"-5"|.:-|LH:||H {ey Conviimio-
dore Munrogs story, The Peacocks,
the Kirk Munroes, Miss MacFarlane,

Julia Tuttle the Brickeall ‘.'.'1:"|'||!'|.'_ Ma-
thanael Herresholl amd a score of
other familiar Miami names occur
and recur in these pages until the
story of a long life throbs with inter-
est of the moment even as the pages
of a daily newspaper,

From this book one leams how
racing in the bay began, who plani
ed the coconuts on these shores and
cn the keys, how the sponge indus-
try was tried ol in the bay, how
wirecker and the wrecked maneu-
vered and fared, why pineapples
failled as & commercial crop on key
and mainland, why Florida coconuis
are not used as food, how o make &
good racing boat. one that will be-
have prettily in shallcw water, Some-
thing about the Seminoles, of the ca-
reer of "Pahson Jones' of Caesars
Creek, of crocodiles, coontie roots,
catyawls, Cat Cay, fish, panthers and
& thousand things that make Com
medore Munpoe the envwy of all who
seek miormation and a Hfe of mar-
Lirme sdwerhure,

Beaders up and down the easi
coast of the United States will find in
TThe Commodores >tory, &n ac
count of many familiar spots. [ts
siyle i= simple. Vincen! Gilpin, the
coflaborator, has cruised Florida wa
tees for years and knows them



INTO THE TRUNK

The photegraph abowve was given 10 HASF by Helen Muir,
authaor of Miami USA, who says that it is a gathering of the
Brothers of the Coast. The BOCs used 1o make forays into
woeds looking for marks on oak trees that would indicate
where treasures had been buried by pirates early in our
country s history

This particular gathering was on a trip in north Florida
and Alabama and includes Mrs. Muir’s husband, lawyer
Williarmn W Muir, right, and ). Arthur Pancoast, third from

SEIPF THOMSOM
Cienern Mumoger

4210 FOMNCE DE LEQN BLVD
CORAL GABLES, FL 33186

(305) 44359

[ R P T prs—

3586210

right. ownes of the Pancoast Hotel, The trip was made
some time in the "20s or early "30s. Hotelier Arthur
Pancoast was one of the three Pancoast boys. the olihsers
being Morman and Russell

According to Helen Muir, William Carroll, son of the late
Judge Carroll, sald he saw some marks of the Brothers on
8 house on Scouth Bayshore Drive. Any readers who know
something about the Brothers of the Coast please call the
HASF office, 3751492,

L

RESTAURANT
ST.MICHEI_

Bn the corney of Ponce de Lecn
Alcarar Averus

162 Alca :E!:ﬂvmuir
Coral Gablas
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UPDATE

Around the Museum

feersiemped from page 21

before the addition was direcior of community relations.
She has overall supervision of volunteers, working closely
with Dawn Hugh. The Harvest, our annual festival at the
Youth Fair Grounds, is or%nized entirely by volunteers.
Unlike other events af the Youth Fair Grounds, all the food
is prepared and served by Museum volunteers. [t gives
Sherrill great pleasure 10 remember Marcia Kanner pull-
ing the handle on the draft beer kegs for hours at a time.

Recruitment of volunteers goes on all the lime, by word
of mouth and by advertisements in Museum publications.
Anocther group Sherrill oversees 15 the New Tequestans,
composed of 10 or 12 young couples who actively seek
out new members among heir own friends, bringing
them in through events like Meet the Museum and South-
ern Exposure. The job of supervising membership brings
her into close association with Janis Diamond.

Among her most important responsibilities is Board
Development. In the kst two years the Museurn has held
fwo reireals = meetings over a couple of days, durin
which new trustees receive orientation, and officers, st
and board members conduct a review of the past and plan
for the future. The intricate arrangements for these confer-
ences are all in Sherrifl’s hands.

She works oul of an immaculate litile office in what |
tend to think of as the bowels of the Museum, alibough
nerve cenber may be more accurate. The offices are all
cated “down there.” The crispness of her surroundings is
mitigated by a tissue box covered in embroidered pale-
blue gros Ip-aml_ and the tissue polking out of it is 8 match-
ing pale blue. a fastidicus and feminine touch, and in char-
acter for a woman who describes herself as
detail-oriented.

Sherrill Britton has been associated with the Museum
since 1975, originally as a volunteer, one of 12 recruited
by Arva Parks. As a wolunteer she became head of the
Tequestans and then first vice-president, Several
apo she joined the stalf as volunieer coordinator and Fel-
Iows Liaison. This part-time job became full time in Oclo-
ber, 1985, when she was named director of community
relations.

The Museum is anly one of the organizations claiming
her time and interest. For several years she has served on
Leadership Miami, the group chosen by the Greater
Miami Chamber of Commerce from among outstanding
voung community leaders, She is also the [irst vice-
president of the Junior League.

As if this weren't encugh for anyvone’s plate, she is also
the mother of two mrﬁmﬂs Douglas, 16, who attends
Coral Gables High, and 13, a student at Canwer Jun-
for High. A couple of years ago, rna:n'.rdus began to notice
Dr. Lecnard Britton, the superintendent of schools, at a
great number of Museum events. | thought itquite nice for
the head of the schoals to take such an nteres! in kocal his-
tory. A year and a half ago, Sherrill and Dr. Britton were
marrled, which led me to reassess my criginal assump-
tion, As the wife of a man of Dr. Britton's prominence,
Shetrill has many social obligations. He, in tum, shares
hers. and they both appear to thrive.

A good friend has lefl us (o pursue a long-term ambi-
tion. Jo Southard, whose pleasant southern accent was fo-
miliar to a ot of us on the telephone, and who could be
counted on at all times to be helpful, has gone back to
Richmond, Virginia. | cherish one particular memory of
Jo. As a transplanted nostherner, [ thought 1t would be tact:
ful to refier to the Civil War as the War Between the States.
“You mean the War of Northern Agdression,” sald spunkoy
Jo. 'l.lkhwi.-:h her luck and happiness in Fichmond, but we'll
miss her,

Letters

To the Editor:

LIPDATE mragazime for Mgt 1985 t{r 8 mentions Hie Glein
Curtias flyineg faeld during World War T as located “west of the
Mian Canal and south of N.W. 3680 S5 (uhitelr conld fit Mran
Det'l Airport). LIPDATE |'r|r Felv 19860 15) pritides furthier infors
mition [y Tom Zamoramy, plachig it af the present “aite of the
Miamni Springs Courtry Club™, To clarify Hre mabier or add fo the
rystery, ' Tike to progide Jhrj'i:.'l'-llr iny; fifrimation,

Tire Clive foraes famrily mioped for Miransi fin 1921 I 1923 Heey
fouprneliat Joures Bowt Yiend and proceedid to budid a home on the wes!
side of the Miann Canal mear the boat yand, At that sife they s
covered @ mumber of aviitton artifrcts including parts af an old
fesiny aircraft. Neighbors told thent that it ld been the site of Hre
Glevm Caertrss fTyirig field ard that the nearly boar sip was where
he nsed to hurve amation fuel defivered by barge,

From tie BE. Youge Library of the Uneverséhy of Florfda toas ol
dinedd g Pt shonping e Mutnt Roer and Coral dated 20 Octos
ber 1917. Page 3 of that Plat clvarly shows the Curtiss Aevo School
aith tooo large nmll|'|1|.'r=-r:l.||1'1|'¢'rf'|r||'ql'.lr',r-= tideene fouses Boaf Yiend i3
fodimy. The north mnd sonth property lmes ran cast-wesd, The fenny
aireraft of that period did no! requeire @ loog runteay and Hie ol
st awientation siuited the precailing wivd, I seems profvelde that
Hris st drvee Socation of Gleenr Curbiss's mir ficld diering WWI

Lecidesetally, o copy of Mt Plaf of 1917 was provided m March
ft your Resenreln Center for their collection.

Dol C, Gaby
2350 NW 188h Tervace
M, Floride 33125

Wisal DIAB DIAMONDS
AND JEWELERY in
Dewnbown Miami's
Seybold Building,
Sure 219

We ate 3 Wholesale
etad Damand and
bewelery Company
which was founded

A0 years ago in the
world's diamond captal,
Antwerp, Belgium

See how owr digmonds
are cut and polithed Gh
the premises and how
the finest jemtlery is
created by 1he best
pesigners and crafts-
men in South Florida
We specialize in
dramond engagement
nngs and we will
remount your oid
damands and precious
§=ms inka new, modem
Ewelery

Seybold Bailding, Suite 219
36 N.E. 1st Street, Miami
358-3366

DIAB

DIAMONDS




Pliovlo o fgalnl Maskisfical Axsisciamiaisn i sEitharn Hisriida

Serving South Florida’s Home
Mortgage Needs Since 1934.

I 1934, we made our very hirst home variety of adjustable rae and balloon plans
morteage loan o a Miami Beach resideint Home equity and second mortgages, too
for $4,000, A ot has changed since then wd with the same, personal and

50 has Chase Federal professional service our very Irst customer
Wi ve grown. To over $2 billion in assets received over halba century ago

with over rweniy offices serving South Contact our mortgage specialists e the
Floridi, Since then, weve also fimanced Chase Federal branch nearest vou or call
over &1 hillion in home morigages—Irom our Information Center for details on our
the conventional Bixed e morigage wa morigage plans

271-9999 in Dade * 522-9999 in Broward
Elsewhere in Florida, 1-800-227-2266

CHASE FEDERAL ')

Savings and Loan Association —



“It history teaches
us anything,
it is that man,
in his quest
for knowledge and progress,
is determined and
cannot be deterred”

John Fitzgerald Kennedy

<] CAPITAL BANK

DADE = BROAWARD « PALM BEACH



