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AROUND THE MUSEUM

DOROTHY JENKINS FIELDS

Those people haven't thought enough of themselves 1o write
iheir history ™ These words, spoken carelessly by a libraniamn at
the dosyntown Public Library, provided the catalyst that empelled
Dorothy Jenkins Fields to create the Black Archives, a major
resource for historical research in Dade County. The year was
1974 Derathy, af the time the chief librarian at Mynle Grove
Ebernentary School, had been ashed 1o put tegether an exhibit for
the approaching Blcentennial celebratbon that would include an
emphasi on the hisjory of Dade County

Te Darothy, who had from childhood absarbed an tnlimate
knowledge of the rich histary of the black communify in Over-
town, Howes obvious that an exhibi of loca) history mus weave
the sirands of black experience inlo its texture, After all, blacks
were arpong the it fo setile here, and 1o vole, a3 so0n as the Ti-
tle town of Mizmi was incorporated. They had provided much
of the labor for the railroad and other elements of the infrasbruc-
ture that mads life possible here. They had created a vibrant, seif-
contained and independent community. For the histortan con-
cerned with migrations they had interesting links o the Bahamas
and other places

When she looled through the [ihrary at Myrtle Grove, however,

Darothy could find no book on black history, none at all [ was
at this paing that she cabled the downtown Pulbllc Library. Inflarmy-
ed by the [hearan's casual cruelty, she was determined nol (o
let the matter drop, She was advised to call the Historical
Meuseum, which until then she had barely heard of, not 5o sur-

rising since af the time the Museum lacked even a Direcior. To
EET great good fortune, Dorothy was connected with Thelma
Peters, And thus began Dorothy Fields' association with the
Historical Museumn

The Black Archives was an outgrowth of that Bicentennial ex-
hibition at Myrtle Grove. The research and acquisition of
documents was slow as word spread that Dorothy Fleld was ool-
lecting material for a repository of historical imformation abowt
the black community of Dade County. [t was not unbl 1977 that
the Black Archives was incorporaied

i

Dorothy Flelds in the
stacks at the Black
Archives.

She began with the simple idea that everyone’s story is impor-
tani. She was certain that valuable archival material was wcked
away in drawers and boxes throughout the black community. [t
wias difllcult, hewever, {o get people to share their documentary
evidence with her, To talk about the past raised memories still
patniul, memaries of physical abuse, of lynchings, and of
paychological abuse squally demaging For example, although
the separatist Marcus Garvey movement was not strong In the
Tweniies, FBl reconds show that black men were run ot of iown
for joining the organization. Small, repeated insults as well as ma-
jor assaukls contributed (o a climate of repression that made the

lack community bum inwrard, “Several enclaves developed in
isolation from the white community,” says Dorothy

But if these enclaves in Overtown, Coconut Grove and other
places were isolated from the mainsiream society, they were far
from bleak, Overtown was a self-sufficient, seff-contained com-
munity from 1900 (o 1950, the cradle of biack business and
cubinere frorm Key West (o West Palm Beach. [t supporied a suc-
cessful] insurance company, thriving eetail stores, restaurants and
hotels. The Lyric Theater, bullt by Geder Walker, offered

Erantines o page M)

Enlargements by, KENYA PHOTO MURAL
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Augustus Oswald Lang

German First
to Live on
Palm Beach

BY MARY COLLAR LINEHAN

All accounts of Palm Beach County
hisiory call Augustus Oswald Lang the
first settier in what is now Palm Beach —
in fact the first setiler on the shores of Leke
Wrth

The deiails, however, of his sojourn
here and the reason for his being here did
not always agree. For a comprehensive
article about Lang see "First In Palm
Beach,” by Louis Capron, in Tequesta
1965, For over 100 years incomplete and
confllicling stories of his life in South
Florida have been told. Many questions
re brought to mind

This article will relate some of the latesd
information which has come o light, as
well as 1o try to find the truth of some of
the long misquoted facts. It is hoped that
this will plgue the nterest of historians
and even ?ufl!h-&r infarmation will be
available for a more comprehensive anti-
cleal a later date. There is siill much iobe
learnied

U PDATE

A truer story began unfolding in
February, 1984, when Lang's great
%:anddaughte:'_ Teresa Lewis, of Lake

orth, saw Lang's picture in the exhibif
room of the Historical Society of Palm
Beach County, in the Henry Morrison
Flagler Museum. Teresa recognized the
neme and knew that this was her greal
grandfather, She had not known that he
was the first settler. She contacted the
author of this article to learn what the
Historical Society knew of her great
randiather and then began asking her

mily for information

The picture, the only one known o ex-
ist, had been copled from The
Encckabout Club In the Everglades by
Fred Ober, published in 1887, 1t was dis-
covered by Stuart Mclver about 1975,
and reproduced in his Yesterday's Palm
Beach. Incorporated in Ober's story is &n
sccount of a murder which took place on
the 51 Lucle River in December [B73 -
that of Augusius Oswald Lang

It has not been determined where cr
when Lang was born or when he came 1o
America. |t is said that he came from Ger
many, where he had been a gardener for
the King of Prussia / Grand Duke of
Baden / King of Saxony. Decumenis at-
fest to the fact that Lang was in South
Florida by 1861, There was political
unrest in ssha /' Cermany about this
time, so he may have come to America
earlier

Construction on (he Juplter Lighthouse
had begun in 1855. Troubde with the In-
dians haled work for a dme but B was
completed and lighted July 10, 1860
Thomas Twiner was the keeper from
June 12, 1850, 1o Januery 1, 1861, when
LE. Papy becarne the keeper, with A.Q
Lang and Francis lvy as assistanis.

War was declared in April, 1861, and
Papy was ordered to darken the light to
discourage blockade runners, Papy pro-
fessed to be sympathetic to the South, but
H seemed that ke could not bring himsell
to darken his beloved light

In Augusd, 1861, Lang, with vy and
James Paine of 5t. Lucie, removed some
of the apparatus to make the light in-
operable. They deposed Papy. then pro-
ceeded to travel south to Cape Florida
where they broke the lens and ook some
parts back to Jupiter with them, [l was 2
trigr of 140 miles, 0ol it along the beach,
walking.

A letter to Governor Madison Starke
Perry and one to C. & Memminger,
secretary of the Treasury, Confederate
atates of America, tell of their acts. Lang
had resigned as assistant keeper so that he
was it bn the employ of the government
when complying with the order sent 1o
Feeper Papy

Augustus Lang has often been called a
deserter. To be a deserter, he wiould have
to have been in one of the services; there
is no record, so far, that he was.

Some 20 to 30 deserlers and evaders
wiere clustered in the seftlernent around
the Miami River. They were men from
both sides and from the army and na
banded together under Major Valdez at
Ft. Dallas,

Lang may have fled south 1o the shores
of Lake Worth to make himself scarce if
b were being hunted for his par in the
destruciion at the lighthouses. Perhaps he
feared arrest by crews from the coastal
boats, It seems more likely that he just
wanted to be left alone to continue his
h-;:-rti:;ullu:a[lpursuhs

The first National Draft Act was the
Confederate Draft Act in 1862, By this
time Lang was well hidden away

In the fall of 1866, Michael
Sears/Zalr/Zehr and his son George,
residents of the Biscayne Bay area, were
refurning from a trip 1o Titwsville, then
Sand Point, where they had gone fo trade
at 1he store closest to the South Florida set-
tlers. They saw an opening in the barrier
sirp which had not been thene when they
had fraveled north

Upon investigating they sailed into
Lake Warth, which had been narmed for
General William |, Worth wha brought
the Second Seminole War to a close in
1842, After the Searses safled south for
mile ar two, they found A, 0. Langon an
island on the east shore of the lake His
heomwe wras on the site of Old Bethesda-by-
the Sea Church, one mile north of present
doy Flagler Bridge

The Jupiter Light had been back in

Walker Augustus Lang



operation since June 28, [BG6. Lang was

10 ta 15 miles to the soufh. Asitwas the
only source of night time light anywhere,
wouldn't he have seen it and wondered
if the war was over?

Cine account bells of Lang living on the
lake with "a pal, Matthews." In an arficle
in Tequesta 1955, William J. Schelling
wrrites of the activities of the Sagamore, a
gunboat and blockade runmer, In
Jenuary, 1BESZ, the Sagamore was in
Jupiter. It had caplured a blockade runmn-
ing sloop, Julia with Matthews as the
capiain.

Arnotheracooun said that he was taken
off his ship because of conduct unbecom-
ing an officer. Servicemen thought thal
duty off the South Florida coast wiould be
very desirable; they seon found that it
could be wery boring. This may account
for much drunkenness.

Whether before the war or nad, it wWas
said that Malihews had been farming
corn and potatoes at Jupiter with a Mr.
Smith. A storm had made an inlet and
flooded thelr crops. A Mr. Albert Smith is
known lo have been a lighthouse keeper
for a short lime, In addition, there wasa
Smith family in the Stuart-FL. Fierce area,
Frank and Joseph Smith were Justices of
the Peace at 5%. Lucie in 1870, Another
Emith figures in this Lang story,

After Michael and George Sears spoke
with Lang, he very shorily left the shores
of Lake Worth and went to Indian River
country, on Tenmile Creek which runs in-
to the North fork of the 51, Lucie River
This location is west of present day B
Pierce, rear White City, When the Searses
returned 1o Biscayne Bay, they told
Cherlie Moore of the beauiiful lake they
had discovered. Charlie went to see for
hirmself, Lang had left, 30 Charlie moved
into his house.

From 1865 1o 1873, Lang was busy
with his horticultural pursuits; he may
have made some trips back 1o the Lake

Arrow indicates Susan Lang
Smith, Augustus Lang's wife.

Worth area to see how his E[anu there
were doing. [t is said that he kept & diary
and records of his experiments. The fam-
ily is still searching for this diany,

Teresa located a land record showing
that on November 25, 1867, Augustus
Cawald Lang bought from the Internal
Improvement Fund of the 3tate of Florida
section 13 in Township 33 South and
Bange 29 East, This property is located
about 15 miles narth of Tenmile Creek,
j;:gsa:éwth of Vero Beach. It was deed No.

F. W. DeCrodx in his An Historical and
Progressive Beview of Miami, Fori
Lauderdale and other Sections in Dade
County, Florlda, published in [911,
writes of Lang's murder

A sad ending <ame 10 this
konerable old man, who disregarded
all abstacles in the way of fullilling
promises he had made. Later the old
fellow moved his farnily from the Lake
Worth district, and sefiled up on the
“Tenmile Creek,” just above White
Ciby, in 5. Lucie County . One day the
old man was missing. Search was
made, bt to o avail, he could nod be
found.

Dine day & man named Hendry told
a stony that paralyzed the country. In
a quarrel amongst Lang, Drawdy, and
2 man by the name of Padgett,
Drawdy and Padgett killed the old
man Lang, and cut up the body and
placed it in some alligator heles, the
‘gators destroying the corpse.
Ef-‘u’nung Hmlilj:fhad w?nmad the
kilfing, and the two murderers 50
frightened him that he became insane
over {he iragedy, bul before losing his
mind, he revealed the facts and ihe
iwo were brought to trial. In those
days there were no white men avail-
able for jury duty, and the bwo were
iried by negroes.

They were brought to Ocala, and
recefved a sentence of eight years. At
the same time Drawdy’s father was be-
ing tried for stealing orange trees, and
received a sentence of thirleen years,
Mow comes the part in which the al-
torney for the murderers had his share
in the history of this case, The wily at-
forney for the defense, in a moment
when the jurors were about 1o an-
nounce sentence. sprang up with a
shout and with fear upon his features,
with a lon forefinger pointing to
the Immbglimka, 5 uupt?d. I":gzlu
whant o hang these men? Why, thelr
gmﬂswillmme back and haunt you

r the rest of your days™ ™

Louis Capron's comprehensive “First in
frure fo page I5)

First Palm Beach House a Log Cabin

Charles W, Pierce, who came 85 a boy i
the shores of Lake Worth after Lang had
left the area, wrote a lengthy manuscripd,
part of which was [afer published as
Ploneer Life in Southeast Flortda, Else-
where in an unpublished portion of his
manuscript he wrote about Lang:

This place had been made and im-
proved by a German named Lang, of
whom Caplain Armour told the story. It
geems he was afraid of being drafted in-
1o the Southern army and moved to the
lake accompanied by his wife, sometime
during the Chvil War, 50 ran the story, and
now it came 1o them most vividly, as they
gazed upon the resulis of Lang's labor,
assisted by his wife no doulbt in many
ways, during the years of their complete
isolation on this place.

Lang was a gardener and herticulturist
by trade; ke came to Indian River about
the year of 1850 to make a home, but
after the war broke out and the State
started drafting its man power to fight the
Norh, Lang whose sympathies, it ap-
pears, was with the North, did not want
1o be forced 10 fight against the Union, in
{he Southern army, so he and his wife
packed up and moved to Lake Worth,
wrhich was at that time the most isolated
place on the Atlantic Coast of North
AMmerica.

Here the Langs lived, completely cut off
from the outside world, for three or four
years; their only visiors the Seminole In-
dians, and they were af that time none too
friendly. This man and his wife lived and
worked here unti] & yvear after the close of

ke Civil War working on this place and
making it beautiful, with none o admire
its beauty except themselves and an oc-
casional Indian; yet they kept on improv-
ing it, knowing well they would leave i,
yrhen tha War Was over, never 1o naum,

Mr. Lang built a small log cabin, with
logs cut in the pire woods on the west of
the lake, and there were no large pine
trees growing nearer than five or socmiles
in either direction from his keation on i
east side of the the lake, and of course
these heavy logs had to be boated over
{he fake from the locality where cul: of fat
lightwood, they would not float, it is a
wonder how he managed to handie
them.




Dear Editor

My father, William K. Clark, though
nod borm in Miami, moved here in |
1915, Perindically, he has committed
fo writing recollections of Miami's
early days. Enclosed s a letter he
ol pol fong ago in response (o an
article in the Herald concerning the in-
fuence of the Dredging Indusiry on
Miami's development. In i he outlimes
his grandfather's confributions fo

Miami

Sincerely
Jemes N Clark

Understandably proud of his grand-
father's many accomplishments William
B. Clark makes a strong case for Fobert
Post Clark as “the person most responsi-
ble for the area as it appears today and
probably the one most averlooked in
sotith Florida's history " See if you agree
with him.

U P D ATE

Robert Posl Clark

Dredging Up the Past

BY WILLIAM R. CLARK

An ariicle appeared in the February 4,
1985 Miami Herald entitled “A Dredge
Mamed Miami™ by Juanita Greene. To
guole a sentence from that article, “If
south Florida were to memosialize s
miost influential shaper of history, it could
build a giant machine - a dredge.” Thal
staternent 15 probably true bul how about
the men behind those shapers of history,
the developers and contractors?

The natives, transplants, vacationers,
and visitors who enjoy beawtiful South
Florids and the permanent residents of
Dade, Broward, Falm Beach, and Monnoe
Counties should be acquainted with a
man who k5 seldom mentioned in the
history of the area’s developmenl. Robert
Paost Clark, the founder and owner of the
Clark Dredging Company, is probably the
person most responsible for the area as i
appears ioday and probably the one most
overleoked in South Florida's history!

Robert Post Clark wes bormn in Har-
wichpor, Cape Cod, Massachusetts, July
14, |1B59. His ancestry dated back to the
landing of the Mayllower at Plymouth,
Masssachu=elts, in 1620 His inheritance
consisied of considerable knowledge of
the ses; the Clark clan all made their
livelihoods as seafaring individuals. B P
went o sea at awu-F early age as & cabin
boy. He became a lirst mate in his been
years on a sailing cargo ship that made
regular runs from the harbors of New

York and Basion 1o Galveston, Texas. He
settled in Galveston in |B7% and worked
g5 a stevedore on the Galvesion docks
During his spare fime, he became profi
cient as a deep-sea diver and helped i
remove sunken and storme-stranded
vessels in the Galveston and Gulf Coast
areas. This work and his seafaring ex-
periences laid a perfect foundation for his
future career as a dredging contractor

In the early 18805, BF, became ac-
quainted with Frank Furst, an established
business man in Galveston who was
aware of B.P.'s abilities and offered him
an opporiunity ko oversee a dredging pro-
ject In Galveston Bay. From this beginn-
ing, B P later became ome-half owner of
ihe Bowers outhern Dredging Company
with headquarters in Galveston. Dredging
work was very much in demand in those

ears and the Bowers Southern Dred tg
ompany flourished. In the late 1

was sald to be the largest dredging com-
pany in the world

The company's dredges were basically
20-inch hydraulic types: steam-driven
cutter engines with diesel-powered sus-
tion engines, B.P. acquired Full owner-
ship of the company, changed Hs name
to the Clark Dredging Company, expand-
ed his contracis o the east coast of the
country and 1o other pors and projects in-
cluding the neighboring countries within
the confines of the Caribbean Sea

In 1911, Henry M. Flagler and Car] &
Fisher enticed BE_P. and his Clark Dredg-
ing Company to Miami, Florida with the
promise of dredging coniracts in the
millons that would last fer years B P. ac
cepled the challenge and made the move
He established his headquarters in
dowmniowen Miaml. Later he would have
branch offices in Philadelphia, Galveston,
Key West, Havana, and Miami Beach

Aflter moving his headquariers (o
Miami, E.P. immediaiely became aciive
in reshaping Miami, Miami Beach, and
{he surrounding area. True to the prom:=
is¢s of Fisher and Flagler, contracts
amounting to millions of dollars were
awerded the firm during the 191 1-1914
period, as the bay shallows were Pumptd
up &nd bulkheaded into strings of islands
Capiain Clark esiablished a working and
personal friendship with Fisher, an avid
developer, most noted for ihe creation of
the beautiful man-made slands in Bis-
cayne Bay and the development of the
uninhabited mangrove swamps from
tarentieth streel south into what is now
Miami Beach

R.P. dredged Star, Palm, Hibiscus,
Veneian |slands, Sunset lslands, and
many other islands that are beauty spots
in the bay, He also baill e Miami Beach
jetties, dredged the channel and harbor of
{he old port of Miami, made Bayfront
Park, end flled In from E34h Street south,
east of what is now Biscayne Boulevard
He deepened and widened Miami River
and becarme known as the “Dean of
Dredging.” His work on Miami Beach was
referred to as “The Cinderella-like trams-
formation of the mangrove swamps
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SCoop r.lmd-gﬂ working on 1

across the Bay™! Among his accomplish-
ments were the construction of the
causeways across the bay, beginning
with the MeArhur Causeway

Between 1911 and the early 30s, B.P.s
firm became internationally known, He
completed work on the Cape Cod Canal
{a dredging masterpiece). the Nassau,
Bahamas, harbor, the Havana Ship
Canal, and the Key West Submarine Base,
He compleled work on the Cape Fear River
in North Carolina, and did extlensive work
on Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale.

In 1925, B P, moved into a beautiful
new home on Palm Island thal he
designed and baili. L was a showplace
and landmark for many years. The in-
terior was done entirely in marble and
furnished with imporied articles from
European countries, mostly of Spanish
c:-r':§in. He gave up his apartment that he
had occupied for many years in the
McAllister Hotel, overlooking the
bayfront and the old Foyal Paim Park and
Hotel. He also moved his headquarters
into a new five-story office building, the
Clark Building, on the Miarmi Biver at 343
NW Sty Biver Drbve. There, he had an
elaborate machine shop end docks
capeble of repair work on any type of
dredging equipment.

Later in his career, R.P. dredded the
new port of Miami, worked on Ricken-
backer Causewsy, did considerable work
an Crandon Park, widened and deepen-
ed Miami Channel and Miami River
several imes, worked on the Florida Heys
on various projects, and made Buriin-
game [sland by filling in 4,300 feet of
bulkheading with 300,000 cubic yards of
rack, giving this unique island an eleva-
tien of 30 feel and an area of 22 acres.
R.P. obtained ownership of ke island at
the mouth of the Miami River. a valuable
fract of properly. The island is now

o

he banks of the

Miami River.
kncwn as Claughton Island afier several
transfers of title,

R.P.dredged the majonty of the Inland
Waterway that stretches from Miami all
the way noh up the east coast of the
United Sates. His dredges worked in
Texas, completing the Houston Canal,
and kept busy in the Bey West area work-
|nﬁ masily on government conlracts in-
volving the U.5. Navy. Ha built ihe jetiies,
the channel and harbor at Fort Pierce,
Flarida.

R F. was one of the original investors
in the Belcher Oil Company, Maule In-
diistries, and the Hialeah Race Course. [t
is zaid that a1 lrmes he had a payrollin ex-
cess of 1,000 skilled workers, which in-
cluded room and excellent board for
(hose assigned toarcund-the-clock dredg-
ing operations. S5ome of the largest
hydraulic dredge boats nwgétd and
) ke by the Clark Dredigin mpany
vﬂme Emn H. Dﬂ'-'is-.g-TI'lge Arundel,
Mary Jane, B.P. Clark, and Hester, Alone
time the company hae eleven of these
huge pieces of machinery digging and
creating land af the same time.

B.P.'s obdest son was Bobert Browning
Clark, & graduate of the University of
Texas. B.B. was affiliated with BF. asa
superintendent of various projecis and
branched out, with B.P.'s blessings, 1o
form the Megathlin and Clark dredgin
Company. Their equiprment consisted o
dipper [or bucket-type) dredges and they
engaged in projects of Everglades drain-
ing for the most part. They alse worked
on the West Palm Beach Canal that ex-
lended from the east coast 1o the waters
of Lake Okeechobee, The Miami Canal
that runs {from Lake Okeechobee to the

Miami Biver and thence to the sea, and

many inland canals and draining
projects

B.P. backed R B. with his venture with
the understanding that R.B. would not
enter into competilion with him. BB
kept his promise and [ogether with Cap-
fain J. L. Megathlin formed a successful
dredging company. In the early 1920s,
the company dredged the eastern one-
{hird of the Tamiami Canal and made the
eastern one-third of the Tamiami Trail
with the Gll.

The comnpany flourished until {he Great
Depression. Several of their best dredges
were Tost fo fires and insurance for fire
was not in existence at that time. Con-
bracts becarme obsolele, and the company
was farced out of business. BB, went
back with B.P. and remained with him
until the outbreak of WWII. Captain
Megathlin retired and served as an expert
advisor on dredgding projects, whenever
there was a demand

Robert Post Clark died in 1945 at the
%ge of B5 at his Palm Island home, The

nited States War Department Corps of
Engineers issued a certificate stating that
R.F. had successfully completed many
large confracis over & long period ol ime
for the Government and had been looked
upon as the Grand Old Man of Dredging
Business. A resolution signed by Mayor
John H. Levi that is part of the minutes of
ihe Clty Council of Miami Beach of March
6, 1945 states that B_P. was always of
upright character and that he was fair and
honorable in his dealings with his fellow
men. It refers to him as "Our Esteermned
Floneer Citizen, one of our early
engineers and developers, who did much
toweard the construction of Miami Beach
in its formative years”,

| Willlam B. Clack now lives in Mosth

| Ca

ralina.




Twenty-thousand fans packed the Fultord Speedway.

Board Track Era Lasted 21 Years

By: AL POWELL

Possibly the most im o chapter in
auto rackng history is the Board Treck Era
I brought aboul astounding advance:
menls in engine design, supercharging,
medal alloys and fugl. We will never see
board tracks again, They filled the need
of the time, but with advanced paving
technigues they are no longer needed.
Teday, American auwio racing is enon
paved and dirt speedways. In the early
days, however, around the tumn of the
cenfury, cars raced on horse iracks,
generally one mile in length, perfectly flat
aned very dusty, Track owners would not
allow anyihing to be pui on the frack to
cut dust. They felt it would harden the
track and cause harm 10 the horses that
ran there, Bs a resull, aubo races Were run
in heavy dust and over reugh tracks.
The dust was often so thick thal fans
could mot see the cars, driverscouldn see
the jrack and accidenis were commen,
Samething had to be done. Fans would
nat pay for a sace {hey couldnt see,
drivers refused 1o drive on the dusty,
dangerous tracks, and owners balked at
spending money on racers that might be
destroyed racing on a dust-covered
speeduray
Roxd builders tried 1o build paved
tracks, but their asphalt was so poar that
it guickly disintegrated. Carl Fisher
resorted to paving bricks to save his Ins
diznapolis Speedway. Over 3 millien
10-pound bricks were used {o pave his
2:1/2 mile track. Hanes the nick-name,
“The Brickyard.”

Track and t.:s-tra become blurred as racers reach speads in excess of 120 mph.

Althaugh they served Indy well, beicks
were not the answer. The expense was
loo greal. Mo other speedway used them,

In California, an engineer, Fred
Moscovwics, had an idea. As a youth, he
had been a bike race fan. The beautiful
board tracks the bikes used dave him an
idea.

Why not build an oversized version of
the bike track and race cars on it” A
wooden track would be dust free,
speooth, fast and quick 1o build,

From this idea came the amazing board
speedways, His track was built af Playa
del Bey, in Southern California. [ was
perfecily round, high banked and one
mile in length. The first race was held
there on Aug. 8, 1910,

Thae track was an instant suocess. [k was
clean, fast and safe. Better yet, fans could
watch the race clearly and go home

withow! a layer of dirt covering 1heir
eleihes,

Dirivers found this track odd, though.
Because the track was round and highly
banked, they only turned the steering
wheel when they were passing anoiher
car. The car actuglly steered itselfl

To add 1o the competition, and provide
for meore seating, the next board track was
built with two siraightaways. The tumns
rernained highly banked ard speeds were
quite high. Races of 900 100 mph were
COMImas,

As cars improved and speeds went up,
drivers encouniered prablems endering
and exiting the turns. To simply stick
straightaways between the tums would

nod work. They mat at abrupl angles
which would throw the cars out of con-
trod at high speed. Many ideas were tried
bt with no succass,

Finally in 1919, an engdineer, Art
Fillsbury, tried mme'lhm? new. He
adapted the formula for laying out
raflroad track curves. His design was first
used on the Beverly Hills 1-1/4-mile
speedwiay, i opened the door fo true high
speads. The first event was a 250-miter;
[t was won at an average speed of 103
mph, By comparisen, the 1920 Indy
eyvend was waon af an 88 mph average.

As for the construction of the tracks,
everything was wood. They were built
up off the ground on pilings, basic bridge
oanstnuction aciually. Once the underpin-
ning was erected, the track surface itself
was laid. This was made of either Zxd,
226 or as al Fulford 258 boards, laid on
wdge.

Thie board track era lasted for 21 years,
IEl-lﬂﬂ?_lrnugh 1931, There v.-irm 2:!' Fr.:ill
across the coundry, ranging in length from
1/2 1o 2 miles. Ea;ﬁ was :ntihiﬂg of
beauty

Tha Lack of a proper wood preservani
was their downfall. After 3 or 4 years
tracks began to disintegrate, Holes would
develop during races and a team of
carpenters were kept busy repairing the
track while the race was in prodress.
Wilbur Shaw tells of racing along at 130
and sezing & human head in the middle
of the track. [t was a carpenter, working
beneath.




By: AL POWELL

In 1925 Card Fisher, who built [ndy,
and was then develaping Miami Beach,
decided to build a board track in Miami.
He owned the land and put up most of the
money himsell

Figher envisioned Miami as the winfer
auto :acin? capital of America, He
wanted {he [inest boand track In America
and set out o getit. To design and oversee
construction, he hired Ray Harroun, win-
ner of the first 500, who was the fines
aufo racing engineer in {he couniry at the
time.

Harroun designed what provediobe a
fantastic speedway, featuring high
banked turns of 50 degrees! As an exam-
ple, the current Davtona Speedway is
hialled as a high-banked track, However,
ke Daytona banks don't compare with
those at Fulford; Daytona's ane only 32
degdrees. The 50 degree banks at Fulford
were 30 steep that & car had o run at least
110 mph to =tay on them. any slower, the
car would slide off,

Fisher arranged for American Automo-
bile Aesaciation sanction and a race date
of Jan. 30, 1926, fo open the 1926 season.
Encown as the Carl . Fisher Cup Race, it
attracted the top drivers and cars in the
couniry: Pete DePaula, Tommy Milton,
two-tirme Indy winmer, Harey Hertz, Earl

. A field of L8 cars were entered,
made up of 15 Millers, ane a front-whaeel
drive, and 3 Duesenbergs. Fisher added
the frasting on the cake by hiring the liv-
ing legend of speed, Barney Oldfield, as
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Auto racers and track officials lined up at the starting line at Fulford Speedway as 20,000 fans looked
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Auto Racing Records F

official flagman. The purse was 330,000,

Delays posiponed the race until
February 22, Washington's birthday.
When it was opened for test runs, Cham-
pion DePaulo said, "I's the finest track |
ever saw, Those 50 dedree banks are
great!”

On that first day, runs of nearly 140
mph backed the Champ's words, Fulford
held greai promise,

The day of official fime irials over
1,600 fans paid 1o waich the action
Speeds averaged well over 130 mph,
making i {the fastest feld ever to race in
Arnerica,

Late in the day. young Balph Hepburm
took his Miller out and blistered the
boards. When he coasted into (he pils
after his run, the whole area was in an
uproar. Hepbum, a rookie driver from the
motoreyele ranks, had broken every
closed course record in the world, witha
run of 141, 19 mph!

Headlines around the world pro-
claimed the new speedway, far away in
Florida. The furcr had hardly quicted
when four days later, Bob MeDonough,
protege of Tommy Milton, toofed his fine-
Iy tuned Miller to another world's record
with a 142 93 mph clocking, Fulford was
on the map, lhe speed capital of the
world!

News of the new records had South
Floride abuzz, On race day, 20,000 peo-
ple jammed the track fo watch the
I00-miler, Ticket prices ranged from 33

to stand In the infleld to 56 and $B inthe
ndstand. Box seats went for 510 and

5.

At 130, 18 cars were lined up in fromt
of the grandstand and drivers introduced
to the crowd. Obdfield waved the cars
away, After two laps 1o warm engines
and get in proper position, they were on
their way,

M considerable interest were the f1
in use that day. Barmey didn’t flag them
off with a green flag, he wawved a red one!
Flags in 26 were: red course is clear,
white: stop in pit for consultation, yellow,
accidend of debris on oolirse, green: enter-
ing last lap, black with white center;
move over, faster car approaches, black
& white checker- race iz owver,

As the race got underway. Hepburn
blasted into the lead. He sulfered tire
failure almest immediately and was
forced to the pits. Dave Lewis, driving the
first successful Miller front-drive, ook
owrer the lead, but he was soon overtaken
by Leon Duray in & conventional rear-
drive Miller, Duray, who wanted to lead
im any race, set a blistering pace and after
125 miles had a full lap lead over
DePaul in the Duesenberg. Speed at that
poind was 133.12 mph,

With DePaulo in his shadow, Duray
continued 1o [ead. I seemed no one
would catch him, but shortly after the
halfway mark, ke was forced into the
pits for tires. Another charger, Earl




Dewvare, took over, with DePaulo close |

behind

There were bwo minor spins during the
averd, each cnm:‘nﬁ af about this time
Berinuet Hill a1 the wheel of & Miller kaoped
three times as he entered the back
siraighi. He hit nofhing and continued on
his way. Soon after, Shatluck made
asingle loop, splintered a bit of guard rail
but was able to continue after a shost pif
stop.
Once the track was cleared after Shat-
tuck™s spin, DePaulo was given the "Go”
sign from his pit. The champion started
his chazzée.

A 230 miles he passed Devore to take
the lead. At 250 miles he had a full lap
lead, Fans saw an excifing final 50 miles
as Harry Hartz put on a good run at the
leader. He passed Devore, bul was unable
to overiake the front-running DePaulo. At
the checher H was DePaulo, Harlz, &
MeDonough in third. Amazing as it ma
seem, DePaulo and Harlz ran the full 3
without a pit stop. The winner finished
with a World's Becord 129,29 mph

There was exciternent in the air as fans
drove home and crews packed thelr
equipment. New world's records had
been established for the 100 miles, 200,
250 and 300 miles. It seemed all had
witnessed the birth of a speedway thai
wiotrld bring big fime auto-racing to South
Flarida. Fisher's drearn had come true, ar
50 it seemed.

Plans were made for future vears. The

[ at Fulford Speedway

Fizher event was scheduled o open each
racing season. Other :aCIri.g SVEnis were
planned for the fabulous Fulferd oval

Little did those in atlendance realize
that 1hey had witressed 1ha first, and, for
some six decades, the only time Indy cars
were to run in South Florida

As sooften heppens, man-mads plans
are of little consequence when Mother
Nadure decides differenuly. & short six
moniths Bler on Sepd. 17, 1926, the worst
hurricane ever 1o sirike the Florida coast
fumbered slowly across Miami

Mo ene knows just how strong her
winds were as weather insirurments were
carried away by gusts over 150 mph. The
simple wooden homes and buildings
were blown lo splinters and the world-
famous Fulford track was no different. It
was fotally devastated.

When the storm passed, the over one
million board feet of lumber (hat was
Fulford was salvaged to help rebuild the
city. The land was subdivided and sold
&5 building bots and not a trace of Fulford
remains. Today it s known as North Miami
Beach,

Al Powell, a natlve Miamian, was bormn
o year o lete for the rise and fall of the
Fulford Speedway. A former racing
driver himself, he remains in the
automotive field today, as assistant
eneral superniendent of mainienance
of Metro Bus

RESULTS
Order of Finigh

Peter DePaulo ., . .. Duesenberg
512,000, 129295 mph

Harry Hartz | . . Miller, 56,000
Bob McDonough |, Miller, 33,000
Frank Elfbedr . . . . Miller, 52,500
Benpet Hill . . . .. Miller. 52.000
Ear] Devore .. .. Miller, 51,800
Ben Jones . . Duesenberg, 51,600
Magged 235 miles

Dioc Shamteck . . . . Miller, 51,400
flagged 221 miles

Dave BEvans . ... .Miller 51,200
flagded £ 16 miles

Leon Duray . . . Miller, oul at 204
miles, dropped valve

. Pete Krels . . . . Miller, out at 198
miles, broken crankshaft

. Jerry Wonderdich . . Miller, ot at
185 miles, fuel lealk

. Zeke Meyer . . Miller, out at 174
miles, overheating

14, Fred Comer .. Miller, outar 162
miles, rod bearing

(World) RECORDS SET AT FULFORD

Fastest lap ever turned on & closed
course, 142.91 mph, Bob McDonough.

Fastest 200 mile distance, 131,04
mph, Earl Devore

Fastest 250 mile distance, 129.03
mph, Peter DePaulo

Fastest 300 mile distance, 129.29
mph, Peter DePaulo
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Mote: Afl drivers received 51,500 appear-
ENCE MOnEy




By EMILY PERRY DEITERICH
The first public scheal in Dade County
opened in Lake Worth in 1836, Almost
pwenty years passed before a school was
established south of Cutler

[solated geographizally from the rapid-
Iy developing city of Miami, a somewhat
different character emerged in these small
schools, compared to those in more ur-
ban areas, The sense of community and
pride which lecal residents Felt was evi-
dent in the manner hey maintained and
impreved itheir schoals, The vartety of
purpases the schoolhowses were used for
is alzo indicative of thelr irnportance in
{he eommunity.

Silver Palm was the firs! settlement
sotith of Culler, established af the turn of
the century. [ was narmed for the beauti-
ful fitife palm that grew profusely in the
pine woods.

John Brinzell becarme the first person b
homestead in south Dade County, building
the first house south of Cutler in 1889
Brinzell's log cabin, with palm-thaiched
paf, had a2 door but o windows. He
staked his claim south of what is now
Silwer Palm Drive and west of Newton
Roed, Brinzell was a broker, locating sel-
tlers on their homesteads for & fee of len
deliars

In 1900 Charles A, Gossman, Will
Anderson, and Charles W. Hill armived 1o

Tha Gnulds Schml surrnundnd h].r Dade ﬂnunhr p]rms am:l palmetto palms,

Silver Palm First School in South Dade

improve their claims, Gossman was an
experienced carpeniter who worked for
Henry Flagler on the Royal Palm Hotel in
Miami. At 20 Andesson came fo Dade

County from [ndisna. He worked as &
surveyor for the railroad. Hill was a
telegrapher in South Carolina before com-
ing to Florida. Hill's homestead was on

Mnst of the n‘.‘.l.'.-l'l'.lml..ln]tj' Iumad out whan a fish fry was hE-II:I at Silver
Palm School.
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1. Mr. Krantz, Teacher
2. Claude Sparkman
3, Belle Patton

4. Fitzhugh Patton

B, Leon McS

6. Ethel Patton

'.\_ -.,' bt

7. Laster Sparkman

8. Merle McSweanay
g, Irene McSweeaney
10. Sylvia Kerfool

11. Herbert Sparkman

Identified by the Florence Hill Cadwallader McClure

Farmlife Road, nedh of Silver Palm Drve,
A= more families mowved {0 the aren,
{he tnterseciion of Silver Palm Drive and
Mewton Boad became the center of aciiv-
ity. By 1902 there were enough families
with children o warrant a school, which
was built on the nothwest comer of the
crossread. Onie Hill Craig, Hill's daughter,
reports In ker autobiography:
"Soon a&fler we moved 1o Silver Palm,
the homesteaders got {ogether and
built a one-room log school. All
were taught in that one room., We sat
on benches, withowt desks, and wrole
omn slates that we held i our laps.”
According to Jean Taylor, author of the
Villeges of South Dade, Henry Proctor was.

the first teacher, provided by the Board of
Public Insiruction of Dade County The
Gossman family boarded Proctor at their
home. Eva Fleicher, an early Sibver Palm
resident, reports that the log schoolhouse
wias also used for church senvices.

A new schealhouse was butlt in 1904,
Sill standing teday, it is the oldest school
im south Dade. When Co 5 created a
territorial government for Florida in
1822, "the sixteenth section of land, near
the center of every township, was re-
served for the use of public schoals.” The
sixteenth section in the Silver Palm area
happened 1o be the northeast cormer of
the Silver PalmMewton crossnoad, The
school board furnished the lumber, and

lecal residents, organized by Crossman,
constructed the large two-slory wood
frame building.

The firsl official record of the Sibver
Palm School is found in one of only two
early Dade County School Board Ledgers
still im existence. The Ledger lsis
Gossman as “supervisor,” and Charles B,
Fioss as first teacher, eaming 540 a month
salary. Gossman's youngest daughter,
Mildred, was recrubied as the tenth pupil
needed o send a teacher from Miami to
Silver Palm.

Furnishings were simple and sparse,
wooder desks with hinged lops and unat-
tached chalrs. Several chalkboards and &
few charts hung on the walls,

Sanitary facilities consisled of two
outhauses, one for boys, one for girls.
Flerence Hill Cadwallader McClure
remembers the boys hiding behind
bushes and rolling rocks along the
ground, hoping to bounce ane up under
the girls’ outhouse.

A buckel with a dipper was always
present in the classeoom 1o provide the
pupils with drinking water. A pot belly
sfove, located downsiaies, was the only
souroe of heat in the winter,

A typical day af Silver Palm School
bedan at® a.m.and ended around 3 or 4
p.m. Meost children walked the con-
siderable distance to the school. Not
many of them were forlunate ensugh 1o
have bicycles. The subjects included
arithmetic, penmanship, spelling, gram-
mar, and history.

Fecitation was the meast common Form
of lesson, Many poems were memorized.
The technique mmust have worked. Mrs.
McClure was still able 10 recite verses after
75 years.

Studenits had an hour for lunch, which
they ate outside, sitiing In small groups
among {he shade of the slash pines and
palmetios. Mrs. McClure recalled that
most children's lunches consisted of 2
bean or potate biscuit and Tresh fruit.

The children played games during
lunch but hed no organdzed or struciured
activities. Hide and seek, drop 1he hand-
kerchief, and jump rope were all popular
gmu among ihe children a1 the Sdiver

Im School.

Mrz, MeClure remembers one lunch
hour in particular when taro bobeats ran
threugh the schoolyard. Running from
the direction of Castellow Hammock. (he
bobecats snatched two chickens and ran
under a house on the southeast carmes of
b crossnaad

The sound of screaming children
browght Will Anderson to the front parch
of his slore. Anderson got his rifle and
crawled part way under the houze. He
killed both bobcats, then skinned them
and tacked their hides on the perch of his
siore for all to see.
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By the timie Mrs. McClure began
school, circa 18908, Mrs Maud Snell
Chandler was teaching. Maud was the
wile of Allen Chandler, ansther carly
pioneer in the area. Mrs. Chandler taught
the younger grades, Mrs. L.G. Olmstead
the upper grades.

hirs. McClure also remembers teachers
Georgla Peters, Ethel Monk, Mildred
Waid, and Mary Lewis. The children
rmade up a thyme about one teacher they
particularly disliked. Mrs. MeClure would
only repeat the verse as follows, without
the feacher's nama

T sanar &ny {f[«e fly northand  south,
And it had Miss ___ i; ils
mouth,

And when it sawe she was a fool,
[t dropped her herz o teach cur
school”

Discipline a1 Silver Palm congisted of a
“licking™ with 2 paddle or switch. Suspen-
sion and expulsion had not yel arrived.
Sometimes a child might have {o sty
after school or si in the cormner of the
classroom.

The zecand south Dade area to be
homesteaded was the Redland District,
south and wesi of Siiver Palm. Mamed for
its reddizh soil, Fedland had faiely
definable boundaries. west of Krome
Avenue on out 1o the Everglades, north
to Eureka Drive, and south to Biscayne
Deive

The earliest pioneer 1o enter & Redland
claim was Daniel Martin Roberts. A north
Floridian, Roberts worked his way south
hunting alligators and selling their skins
for 75¢ apiece

I 1900 he applied to the U5, govern-

The Redland School was the second school to open in South Dade County.

ment for & land grant of 160 acres be-
tween Roberts Road (named for him) and
Fediand Road, at Coconul Patm Drive

In 1906 Roberis married Annie
Margaret Filzpatrick, daughter of another
early homesteader, Bird Fitzpatrick. As
more families settled in the area. the need
for a schoo] became evident

The school opened in the fall of 1906
Albert Anderson was appointed super-
viser tn October, School board minutes
show ke paid the freight for a shipment
of desks af that time

The Eureka school was built in 1907 at
Maranja Boad and Eureka Drive, Families
living in that ares included the Vihlens,
Lindgrens, Follizons, and Jenkins.

Bessie Voorhees was the first teacher,
paid 540 a month from October, 1907 to
March, 1908. She was listed as principal
when she resigned on account of her
health

Although the railroad by-passed Silver
Palm, Fedland, and Eurekas, it did go
through an area east of Silver Palm which
hecame known as Princeion. Princelon
grew up along the tracks near the railroad
siding. Most sidings were simple plat-
forms built for loading agriculiural pro-
duce onto trains. Some also had station
houses.

Gaston Drake came from north Florida
to Princeton in 1903. He established the
Drake Lumber Company a year later.
Drrake was responsible for naming the
area Princeton, after his alma mater. He
even painted buildings the school colors
of orange and black

[n March, 1908, the school board
received a petition for the establishment

of & school at Princefon, John L. Murray,
an early pioneer, denated one acce of his
land and the Drake Lumber Co. furnish:
#d the lumber. The schoal board con-
tributed the doors, windows, and hard-
ware, Local resldents constructed the one
roam schoal-house
At Princeton, Miss Effie Knowles was
the first teacher, padd 540 a month, begin-
ning in September, 1908, She resigned
s & few mondhs later because, writes
iean Taylor, she was afraid of hurricanes
The area known as Goulds was
homesteaded circa 1903, before the
railroad went through. Once the tracks
were laid, the iown grew up around the
siding, Usually one man was in charge of
the siding, In this case, a Mr. Could from
[ndiana, wheo cut fies for the railroad
Wrote Jean Taylor:
"The story is that Flagler recruited
bumes and hobas from the Bowery and
also sectred a ot of his labor from the
norib Florida prisons. Prisoners were
released to him to work oul their sen-
fances and were tirned loose when
{hey finished. True or not, Goulds was
known as a reugh, tough place with
an open saloon and killings and fighis
as regular weekend fare ™

Some confusion existed as to when the
Goulds School was established. In fact,
there may have been more one Jean
Taylor reporis that J.C. Batles donated
land for the school in 1911

Horarewer, earlier school board minutes
show & pefilion requesting & school was

nied to the schaool rd in June,
1907, Additional eniries reveal that in
August, 1907, the Superintendent was
directed to order desks for the Goulds
school, and the following meonth, the
Drake Lumber Co. was paid 145,74 for
lumiber for (he schoal

Fimally, in June, 1908, a Miss Onie
Smith is listed as a teacher at the Goulds
School, at 540 a month. In August, lﬂﬂﬂ
Miss Carrie Herbert was appainted pr
cipal, a position the iulml:l thmugh
March, 1909

Mr. Bailes' petition for ™ & new school
& Goulds” was presented in Decernber,
1910. The board approved the requiést
and meeting minutes from February,
1211 indicate the school was ready 1o
open.

The area known as Modello, muﬂ*ngf
between Epmore and Avocado, near U5,
1, was homesteaded [n the early 1900's
before the rmilroad came through. Among
the first settlers were Francis nand
Hannah M. Bauer. Shortly thereafier, the
Bauers buili a house which is still stand-
ing. Later moved to (he Bedland Fruit and
Spice Park, the house i the oldest known
residence south of Cutler

Im 1811 the school board received a
petition from Modello requesting a schoal
in the community. Martha Bauer Burdens
donated a portion of her land and the
school board approved the construction




of a 20" x 3 building in June, 1911

The sevenih and last small neighbor-
hiood schoal to be butlt was in an ares
known as Mumay Hill. Semetimes refer-
red 1o-as simply Hainlin Mill or Murrays,
{he area was located northwest of Silver
Palm and directly north of the Bedland
District. The Murray Hill school was
located on the cormer of Redland Road
and Hainlin Mill Drive.

By the time Murray Hill was com:
pleted, the Silver Palm School ended up
inn the middle of & circle formed By six
other schools. The first one built, Silver
Palm, remained the largest and most
elaborate of the seven and seemed to
have had the largest attendance through
the years.

Flarence McClure remembers plays,
prograrms and spelling bees held weekly
in the second floor gathering hall of the
Silver Palm Schoal. Several denomina-
tions, principally Methodist and Baptist,
shared the schoolhouse on alternate Sun
days. Ice cream socials, picnics, and fish
fries were also held at the schoaol.

Because the schools were used fog a
variety of purposes by many peopls, the
commueity was concerned and involeed
with the buildings. In many instances
[ecal residents donated lumber, helped
build the school and ook care of painling
and repairs,

The arrangement between Dade Coun-
by residents and the school board at this
time whas rather like a joinl venture, wilh
the residenis providing a portion of
something, and the school board pro-
viding “the other half.”

South Dade parents were also com-
cermsed aboit the rh-,-sacal health and
welfare of their children, A 1913 article
in the South Florida Banner advocates
teaching children about “health matiers™
from "personal ¢cleanliness™ lo "sex rela-
tions.” The article wearns ihat silence on
the latter subject results in'a gathering of
filth and potson in the child's mind that
blights hundreds of lives and leads fo
physical poison and ruin,”

Between 1911 and 1915 the seven
nelghborhood schools were at the height
of operation. In 1914 the Silver Palm
School had a winning basketball team,
under the direction of teacher Ray
Morrow

During 1914 the superintendent, R.E
Hall, wisited several of the south Dade
schools. Regarding Princeton Scheol, Hall
found that it was “doing well with enrall-
ment and another teacher will be needed
for the next term. The grounds are neat
and attractive and the new addition adds
greatly fo the appearance of the school.”

I june, 1915, a petition was presented
bz the school board from 200 patrons of
schools in the Silver Palm District asking
that the seven schoals be abolished and
a consolidated school be created. The
board moved to grant the petiion on con-
dition that the district vole favorably for
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The large two-story Silver Palm Schoolhouse, buill in 1804, is still

standing today.

bonds to finance the constructzon of a
bauilding.

Apother petitlon was recebved from
LR Walker, Charles Gossman, and 146
duly gualified electors requesting is
suance of bonds for the purpose of "ac
quiring. building, enlarging, furnishing,
or otherwise improving school Butldings
or grounds.”

Am election for 525,000 worth of
bonchs was sH fos July E7, 1915, The poll-
ing place was the Silver Palm School-
house, The result of the election; "B0
sedies For, 36 votes Bdainst, and Yillegal-
Iy cast”

In January, 1916, the school board ap-
proved a set of plans for the new school
and swarded a 521,610 contractto H.L.
Clark and Son. The school was to be
located on Coconut Palm Drive, between
MNewilon and Farmlife Boads. Jean Taylos
wrote (here was some controversy over
where to build the school, Each of the
seven communilies wanbed i in he asea
Finally, Will Andersen offered 1en acres
of land, and the Redland District woled
wilh Silver Palem for Its cerrend location

An article in The Homestead Enfer-
prise dated April. 1916, reported that the
new Redland Farmiife Consolidated
Echool provided 14,000 square feet of
floor space and a 40 x 80" auditarium,
Modern plumbdng was 1o be instalied, as
well as domestic science and manual
tréining departments, a library, nine
classrooms, and a principal’s office

Cn July 41k, 1916 a dedication
ceremany was held for the not quite-
finisfed school. Florence McClure and
her parents attended the cerermany where
Governor Sidney Caits was the guest of
hamoer

Many of the teachers hired at the new
school formerly laught at the
r.elghbc-rhmu:[ schools. A partial lisg n-
chudes Elsa Hadnlin frorm Murray Hill, Vic-
toria [ngram foomt Redland, Anetta Malin
froms Silver Palm, and [sadore Anderson
o Goulds,

Whan the Redland Farmlife Consali-
dated School opened its doors on October
I&, 1916, it was the second fa L cons
sotidated schoal In the country. One hun-
dred nanety-five students enrolled 1he first
day and 40 more weére expected. Mr. [,
W. Asbury was the first principal,
overseging eight teachers and eleven

rades,

All of the neighborhood schools, ex-
cepl Princeton, closed when the Redland
Farmlife School opened, The School
board minutes from 191671917 show
that the Princeton School continued its
primary grades for several years.

The Womens Club of Redland puechas-
edd ihe Bedland Schoolin 1916 for 5277
It is the only school, besides Silver Palm,
that is still standing.

Presenily, the Dade County Public
Selvool Systemn is the fourth largest in the
United States, wilth & budget of over one
killion dollars. The Silver Palm School
District may be viewed as a unique exam-

l& of rural school development in Dade

ounty. Perhaps this historical review
will serve to remnind the reader of the
humble roots of one of the largest school
systerns in the countey

Emily Perry Deiterich is research
historian for the county's Historic Preser-
vation Division. 5She earned her
Bachelor's degree Trom Mew College of
the University of South Florida in
Sarasota.
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Trern page &

legilimate theater in a distinguished building; so distinguished,
in fact, that local preservationists are irying 1o gel il listed on the
Mational Register of Historic Places. Clusters of prominent families
mingled and often intermarried, Belonged to the same churches
and lodpes—1the Household of Buth, the Eastern Star, and the
Elks, to name a few—and did business with each oiher

What brought about the slow decay and destruction of the
vibrant Overtown community, Dorothy believes, was the sirong
desire of the white Business strudiure to expand north from Flagler
{0 20th Street. Overlown lay in s path. Long before 1495 was
built, Dorothy says, in the Miami Master Plan of the late Forties,
{he destruction of Overlown was ordained. It became impossi-
bile for blacks to ged budlding permits as the Forties drew to a close.
In the Sixties construction of 95 brought the massive out-
migration from the area. (1 remember it well. | was doing
wolurdeer work in an inner city school, [ remember my bewilder-
menl when one day 81 least half the kids in the school said they
wouldn't be back becauzse they had fo move, Had 1o mowe? BI of
them? Atone time?) And 5o, by inexorable steps & comanity died.

Ome can't talk 1o Dorothy Fields for very long without sensing
that she is heunted by the memory, and left with a residuz of loss
and apprehension. "It could happen again,” she said to me, "to
any group—people with blue hair, anybody.” Life is good for her.
She and her hushand Eddie, a tax sttorney, have successhul careers;
{hetr daughters Katherine and Edda are doing well &1 Carrolion. Yel
she remembers with visisle & the “bleaching creams” popular
Iy the black community in the Fiflies, & measure of the desperation
hilacks felt o their exclusion from the rest of society, and the ground-
in feeling that to be black was somehow 1o Be lesser,

These feelings lend an urgency to her work with the Black Ar-
chives. "It i3 imperative,” she says, "that if a comprehensive
history of Dade is to be writlen, it must include black history.”
She s just beginning to organize an oral histary program. Becawse
funl:[irllig isbﬁme. ?F!I..E i5 training high mm]a?jd college students
When Dorothy asks hersell what she is, she answers, "Fun-
damentally, I'm a teacher.” Although she thinks the schools are
doing a good job, she believes that oo much is taught in isola-
fion, particularly to black studenis. "They don't grasp the reality
of what they're learning.” At the Black Archives she is teaching
her students not only 1o ask 1he relevant questions in an inter-
view, bul also to develop computer literacy and the many ather
skills mecessary for success in doday's increasingly technological
workplace.

"My ideal,” she said, turning up her hands praverfully, "would
be 1o have ten to fifteen students from ninth grade throwgh
graduate school tumed on 1o history,”

The oral history project ks focused now on bwo 55ues; educe-
tion and public housing over the last 50 years. Public housing
was supposed to be a way station, she says, but foo ofien it has
turned out 1o be & dead end. In her own mind the two issues are
related. A way must be found to break gut of the cycle of early

regnancy, interrupted education and welfare dependency that
eads to the housing projects.

It i5 this glaring need {hat makes her teaching function 5o im-
periant, she feels. "If | can help someone from a manual
L'F'p-e'-'-rnt«et 1o awerd processor, [ will have achieved something.
[ mastering the word processor is a step on the way to becom-
ing an hisforian, that's wonderful, Bui even il the word processor
is the {inal step for that person, that's ohay, too. There's nothing
wrong with being a secrelary. 1 will have helped someone make
it ir the real world.” Her shoulders ed a little as she added,
T kmvowr that what 1 do is just a pebble thrown in the well, but
have to do what [ can.”

Iri this month in which we celebrate Black History, v 21 the
Higtorical Museumn of Southern Florda would like to celebrate
Dorothy Jenkins Fiekds, whase pebble casts broader than she
may realize. Not only does she lend her [uster io our Museum, she
calls our conscience 10 a fingr, cleaner standasd (hat we sometimes

LEE ABERMAN
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Detall from the Miami Tropical Dispatch, from the
Black Archives Foundation, Inc. Although the
headling proclaims the end of restrictive covenants,
the practice continued for many years.

JACKPOT

LA oty

George P. Dane recently made 8 wondedul donation 1o HASF's
artifect coliection, [ s a nickel {54) skol machine purchased by
b donor in 193536 when it was legal to own one in Mizmii. The
machine camewitha :nm;;.ﬂa:e supply of nickels, including many
from the 19305 and 19405 Among (he [abels on the one-armed
bandit are: & sign stating "Minors Are Not Allewed to Flay This
Machine!”; a decal Iislin.F Padgett Vending Co, in Miamd for serv-
ice, a list of the pay-offs for various combinations, and an official
license from the City of Miamni for an "Automatic Vendar-[". The
pay-offs range from three nickels for bwo cherries 1o twenty
nickels plus the Jack Pot for three bars

Qther artifacts relating o South Florida's gambling past and
present will be considered for addition to the Association’s Arti-
fact Collection. Suggestions: souvenirs from Speakeasies and
other gaming establishments, gambling equipment foom horse
racing. dog racing. Jai Alai, or legal casinos of the 1920's, 1930's,
194905 or 19505

DANIEL O. MARKUS
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Palm Beach”™ in Tequesta, 1965, relates
several versions of Lang's death. Thomas
Drawdy and Allen Padgets took a meal
with Lang after which he ferried them
aceoss the creek. It was at this time that
ihe men shot Lang.

Possible motives given by Capron for
e murder varied widely

I. Langs neighbors were jealous of
the accomplishments of @ man mauch bet-
fer educated than they.

2. They accused him of killing their
hiogs and cattle,

3. They thought he had gold hidden
on his property and wanted a free hand
1o loak for it

Lo much remains unanswered about
Auvgustus Oswald Lang. Foriunaiely,
more and more people &re working hard
for learn all they can about the first man
fer live in Palm Beach,

Lang's name does not app<ar in the
histories of nearby areas so that il is not
known whether he had lived in the In-
dian River country Before coming fo the
Juplter Lighthowse. After 1866, he did
[nee 10 miles inland, where he conlinued
his horticuliural pursuits and operated &
ferry service.

One writer stated that Langd had a wife
and children while Heirg on the shones of
Lake Worth. Family records show that
there was only one child, Walker
Augusiug, borm February 23, 1874,
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when his mother, Susan, was two
manths shor of Being eightecn,

Drigatd Priest moved to the Fr. Pierce
areea with his family in 1868. His
daughter, Susan, borm 30 April 1856,
married Augustus Oswald Lang in 1B70,
at the age of 14, After several miscar-
riages, Suson was pregnant with Walker,
He was born two months after Lang was
murdered.

Susan married Johin Smithin 1880 and
her mather, Sarah C. [Robinson) Pries)
reared 'Walker, Susan died in Crmond,
Fioridain May, 1918, She is buried in the
Pibgrim Best Baptist Church Cemetery on
Tomoka Avenue, west of Drmond.

During his Hiedermee Walker worked on
the Florida East Coast Railway, built
bridges. and afler 1896 operated grocery
stores in Fr. Lauderdale. Walker married
Mora Meal after placing an ad for a wife In
an agricultural magazine of (ke day,

They corresponded, then eloped and
married on the |7 Seplember, 1906
They had two daughters, Winnie Estelle
and Augusta, named after Augustus,
who are still living on Florida's west
coasi

Mary Collar Linehan, the suthar of Early
Lantana, Her Nelghbars — And More, wes
the first woman president of the Historial
Sockety of Palm Beach County, as well as
a mervber of the board of the Flords
Historical Society.

ATTENTION
INTERIOR DECORATORS &
FLORIDA HISTORY BUFFS!
BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED 24"
by 36" walercolee map of
Florada, Authentic parch-
ient Facsimile of map origi-
nally printed in London in
1775, Map nchedes a brel
calligraphic history and is
offered by an expert Florida
history and historical map
bull. Satisfaction and en-
chantment quaranteed:

Send $20.00 to :

MEMENTO ART CO.
Box 123
5 Rent, Conn, DGT8S
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THE FINAL WORD

ERMILY TIES

Augustus Oswald Lang and Robert
Post Clark lived in different worlds,
as you can read in this quarlers
Update.

Lang was a talented hor-
ticulturist who became the first
white man o selile in what is today's
Palm Beach., He was murdered in
1874 near Fort Pierce.

Clark came along at & later,
flashier and luckier era, Where Lang
moved dirt with & shovel o plant
seeds and cuttings, Clark moved it
with massive dredges so others
could plant buildings.

Yel Lang and Clark can count
themselves lucky that they share one
impaortant similarity. They left
behind descendants who are con-
cerned with keeping their memories
alive.

Teresa Lewis is Lang's great grand-
daughter. She is actively searching
for more information on Lang. in
particular, a diary he kept. If you
have anything for her, write her at
2892 | Giuliano Avenue, Lake Worth,
33461

Robert Post Clark left behind two
staunch supporters, son William R,
Clark and grandson James M. Clark.
When William B, wrote a lengthy let-
ter recounting his father's many
achievernents, James N. passed it on
fo us as the basis for an illuminating
South Florida story

These bao case histories demon-
strate one important asenue down
which the story of our past travels.
Family ties keep the memories alive.

[rowriting a book commemarating
the Biscayne Bay Yacht Club's 100th
anniversary, 1 concluded that the
three most imporant people in
rq:nzatirt&| and sustaining the club
were Commodore Ralph Munroe
and Kirk Munroe (e relation) from
the early founding days and Com-
meodore Hugh Matheson from the
Depression years. In scrapboobs,
records and memories, Commodores
Munroe and Matheson were duly
and properly acclaimed; Kirk's role
was almaost overlooked,

Why? Simply because the twao
caommodores left behind descend-
anis whe are proud of them. Eirk,
despite two marriages, had no
children.

Moaoral: Save your family's scrap-
books, clippings and pictures, Fam-
ily ties preserve our history.
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RESTAURANT
ST. MICHEL_

on the corner of Ponce de Leon
& Alcarer Avonus
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LETTERS

I was interested in your Frederick
Harrington's mention of the Waycross,
Creargle, Foad in vour November 1956
Update. in the 2l of 1819, when [ was
8, my aunt and uncle and another couple
drove over that road enroute from In-
dianapolis fo West Palmy Beach, o spend
the winier with us. They fold many tales
about that dreaded streich of road. It
seems thal in wel weather people gol
sfrck i muddy spots, and in dry they gol
stuck In sandy sirefches, like shown in
the picture on page [0, In that pichere, the
Ford in the center may have golten stuck
changing ruls. Thal was a no no

I'n that same picture the car on the Jeft
is & Baby Oveerland, builf around 18920 -
&3 It was infended to put Henry Ford our
of business, but i centainly didn. The
Ford (Model T) in the rear was & sedan
wihich was no! very common. The add-
ed weight and top-heaviness were & han-
dicap on bad reads. O that car and the
middie car of page 3 [perhaps the same
car), you may note that the doors of the
Medel T Sedan served the back seat. The
Fromd seal passenger walked between the
Two front seats to enter or exit the car

THe ciron page one was defimitedy nod
a Model T

Gordon L. Williams, F.E
Miami

Sarry, the photo of the car on page I of
the November [986 Update is not &
Mode! T Ford, Locks much ke a Hodson

a neighbor had back then.
Creonge Grunwell
Hemestead, Florida

Dear Editor:

Here is the information on the chain you
Fined i1 the lobby at the cpening of the car-
tography exhibit on Seprember 21

The chaln comes from the ship,
Willlam B. Wilsom, built in Bath, Maine,
p}-':f'-rﬂ G, J'me"-s.?-.':n fn IO0A. It was
a four-masted schooner of 1,175 tans,
having a wood hull, lengthof 214.8 feet,
beamol42.1 f’e*er.:rr-;"d?fprh of 21,8 feed

Ona veyage from Baltimore to Tampa,
laden with coal, she was siranded on
FPickles Reel [variously described as
Pickels and Picle) on Januany 1.3, 1912
A report of the siranding was published
in "Lioyds Register” on fan. 15, 1912
The reef 5 2-1/°2 miles Southwest of
Molassas Beef Ligh! in Peninekarmp Park
and 4-17°2 miles East of Tavernier Key
Marine charts of the area show & sub-
merged wreck on the Northeast end of the
reef, bur it is ot known whether the
wreck is the Willtam B, Wilson.

The Historical Asseciation of South
Florida said fn The Miami News in ap-
proximately 1873, that the chain was
salvaged frovt the wreck in about 1812,
and set up around the home of Locke T
Highieyrman ar the morfiteas! comer ol NE
I4th Street and Brickel! Avenue. It was
suspended berween lmesione fenceposts
cvery 20t feet or so and [ saw i on the
sourh and edst sides of the property. The
{and was vacant when [ was there fo
remove sorme of the charn for mysellwith
the permission of the trustee for the then
owner belween 18970 and 1972,

We use the chain as legs for a hatch
cover table (they were welded to make
them rigid) and & fend used some chain
for the railing to the second fAoer of his
hore

Very truly yours,
Suant M. Rapee
Nl Miamu

WHERE CHF&IN WAS FOUND.

Fotecraifis - cover, MASE NOOR PT HAS P00 B3 Mary
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RO P, Sy oty Ly, Bl OEED P 5 WAl
& Clack TSRy, P 6 AR 7R P T pLASE X s
P P OHAS MR PO & 5 MAS X084 F K Eraty
Mok, Skl F G e Bk Coliecion, P UL E=aly
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Faowenop Coches Buder Malkoy Callietiont, elfsd




THE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN
FLORIDA WISHES TO THANK THE FOLLOWING
CONTRIBUTORS TO THE 1986 ANNUAL APPEAL.

Bob Soper

Devvid Kraslow

|- E Mathews

Lirs. Roy Hawkins

E. G. Misleh

Richard P Cole

Vera 5. Lindgren
Mitchell A Taylor

Elmo H. Williams

John M. Frohock
William A. Herin

Earl 5. Mizell

Charles & Mancy Entenman
Atwood Durwady

A. D Harrison

Leanard Abess

Aodrey Finkelstein
Hatherine L. Clark

Sue Goldman

Mr. & Mrs. B. B. Goldstein
Barbara Hollinger

Mr. & Mrs. Rabert Lewis
John W Thatcher

$500 Contributors

M. & Mrs. Lee Hills

Mr. & Mrs. David Younts
Rober Parks

Robert Traurig

Douglas Erickson

CT MeCrimmon

5250 Contributors

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Zeppa
Dr. & Mrs. William Straight

5200 Contributor
Mres. Minnie Huston

5150 Contributor
Ms, Beth Collier

$100 Contributors

Dr. & Mrs. L. G, Gregory
Richard Plenniger, Jr

N. P Butter, 1M1

Elmer E. Blackkqien
Beed Gordon

Arneld 5. Frisdman

1. D Danielscn

Toby Lerner Ansin
Jacqueline Biggane
Stephen M. Fogg

Mr, & Mrs, Sol Schreiber
Frank L. Beam

Charles . Rebozo
Bermwoe Bdler

Martinn J. Lann

Fred Havenick

William Brantley
Claighton Island Co.,

Sit Etienne Dupuch, O.B.E.
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Simon
Mr, & Mrs. William A, Graham
Mes. James L. Duncan

Prylli= Shapiro

Fenneth Laurenoe

J. Reid Bingham

Funice Yates

Shirley Haverfield

Mr. & Mrs. George E. Gabler
Stephen & Anna Hackley
Mr. & Mrs. George Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Spak
Ernest Motz

Mrs. Wirth M. Munroe
Hal D. Dirrig

s, BEdward K. Bawls

Mr. & Wrz. Frank C. Davis
Hal Johnson, Jr.

Helen B Grier

George H. DeCarion
Jarmes B, Wynne

Mr. & M. Leanard Wien
Dr. & Mrs. Fobert Molinari
Mr. & Mres. ].L. Tunstall
Luiis J. Botifoll
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