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AROUND THE MUSEUM

Transformers, for the uninitiated, are remarkable little
toys that appear (o be space age automobiles. When
placed in the hands of knowledgeable nine year olds
these simple looking cars become detailed androids pos-
sessing a myriad of possibilities. | have, in the past cou-
ple years, come to view the Museum's Special Exhibi-
tion Gallery with the same inferest and awe. Between
exhibitions the Gallery shows itself for what it i3; & room
devoid of detall or personality. At those times | have o
remind mysell that | have seen this room transformed
into a classroom for School Days, an army field hospital
for M*A°5°H, and a segment of the Miarni River, com-
plete with lift bridge, for From Mayaimi to Miami: The
Stary of & River. The person responsible for direciing and
coordinating all these transformations is the Museum’s
Directar af Exhibits and Collections. |. Andrew Brian

Andy = a man whose enthusiasm is 5o palpable that
it praciically bristles the air around him with static ekec-
tricity,. Born in 5t Francisville, Minols, (pop. 1,000}
Andy grew up in the small town atmoesphere that has
eome to represent the mythic qualities af life in Middle
America. 51 Francisville is on the banks of the Wabash
River in southeastern Hlinsis. [t's a town so small that
roo ome-had o street address, which is fust as well, as
there was no mail delivery in town, Andy’s family was
& busy one. “"We were always making or tinkering with
something At ane time my dad awned four Model
A Fords, in varying states of repair.’

Andy left St Francisville to attend Eastern [llinois
University, which he points out, with a laugh, is also
Burl Ives’ alma mater, There he received a B.5. in Anl
Education and met his wife Jedy. After graduation the
Brian Family moved to Pensacola, Florida, and Andy
went 1o work for a furniiure restorer, In 1973 he began
working for the Historic Pensacola Preservation Board
— doing everything: rebullding old porches from phote-
graphs, making molds for metal hindes, and restoring
an old street car, & job he siill remembers fondly

In 1976 he and Jody moved to Tallahassee, and he

UPDATE

began his carcer with museums. Hired as a Preparator
11, Andy helped build and install the permanent exhibi-
tion for the State’s Museum of Florida History. He ad-
vanced quickly within the Department of 5tate, mov-
ing from Preparator to Exhibition Designer to Assistant
Curator. During that time he was part of a team imple-
menting the State’s traveling exhibition program as well
as additions to the permanent and femporary exhibits
program of the Museumn of Florida History

ram 1982 through 1985 Andy was the Capltel Cu-
rator, supervising the operation and furnishing of the
recently restored Old State Capitol Building, in Tallahas-
see. As Capitol Curator he developed all the necessary
systerns for operating the Capitol, and acquired all the
interior furnishings. Particularly challenging was finding
the correct rug for the Governar's Office. Using two old
photographs and modern scientific methods, Andy was
able to correctly |dentify the type of carpeting used in
the office and have a repreduction made

While he served as Capitol Curator he was also head
af the Museum of Florida History's Collection Research
Department, and taught & Muzeum Administration class
at Florida State University,

Andy came to work for the Historical Museum three
years ago. He immediately set about upgrading the de-
sign and production facilities, and gathering the neces-
sary stafl to give the Museum “production capabilities
His staff. George Chillag, Exhibits Designer, Jim Omahen,
Shop Foreman and Dan Killian, Shop Assistant, are con-
stantly at work designing and producing the elements
necessary to transforming the special exhibition gallery
inio whatever design has percalated to the top of their
collective imaginations. Exhibits Designer George Chillag
safd of Andy, "An interdisciplinarian with extra ordinary
skills in the applied afns a true craftsman in all
mediums.”

The shop isell best reflects Andy’s personality; neat,
capable and generally very busy. On his arrival Andy
found a shop appropriate to the old Museum. It pos-
sessed limited capabllities and was sorely lacking in the
tools needed to produce top quality exhibitions.
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Sir
Launcelot
Jones

By JOSEPH S. MENSCH

This interview ook place Seplember B, | 986, aboard the
trimaran Fadidal owned by Kelth and Aloma Barnes,
whao look after Sir Launcelot Jones. Thelr boatl is an-
chored adjacent 10 Po Eey, where Jones resides
Launcelod Jones was 8BS years old at the time. He was
living in a small frame cabin that had been initially built
as a temporary dwelling by the Bames farmily while they
were constructing their trimaran. However, in 1982 a
fire destroyed Jones™ rather substantial family home and
he mowed into the cabin, making some minor repairs.

Bottled gas was used for cooking and electricity was
supplied by solar panels, giving a 12-volt supply for
television, lighting and fans. Rainwater from the roof
was cotlected in a cistern, which had been made by his
father in 1897, Inside the cabin screens were used for
rsoagiito conteal. When he was autside M. Jones wore
two long-sleeved shirs, ]r:m% pants and a wide-brimmed
hat to protect himself, He also on occaslon used an in-
sect repellent 1o keep the mosquitoes from his lace and
hands

He regularly traveled 10 Miami for business and so-
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Sir Launcelot and King Arthur were the
sons of Israel Lafayette Jones, a former
Carolinian, known as Parson, and his wife
Moselle, a Nassauvian. She always ad-
dressed the two boys by their full name and
title.

clal abligations. Until recently he had wused a small oul-
board, traveling from the key across the bay and up the
Miarmd River, leaving the boat &t Tommy's Boal Yard
However, this year Tommy's had closed and Jones had
been accompanying the Barnes family in their boat to
the mainland

I feli that the focus of this inferview should be the
changes that heve occurred in his environment and how
they had affected his life rather than being biographical
in nature. Accordingly, my questions were direcied o=
wards the water, fishing and the early settlers

Q. Mr. Jones, you grew up in these
waters and | suppose vou have seen
greal changes over Ige years, Can
you describe what the water looked
like in this ares of Caesar's Creek in
the 19207

A. The water looked the same. The
clarity of the water is affected by the
wind, When high winds occur, the
flocd tide from Hawk's channel will
bring in muddy water. [f it remains
calm for a few days the water again
becomes as clear as gin.

. What did the hurricane of 1926
da to this area?

A, The 1926 hurricane was prob-
ably the worst hurricane we have
ever endured. It did not particulerly
change any of the channels where
thie water comes in and owl of the
bay, however, there was some
washout of sand, The storm tde did
not particularly destroy the vegeia-
tion except in the very low areas be-
cause |t was followed by gulte a bit
of rain which neutralized the =zali,
Cily the trees in the lower elevations
were killed by sali intruslon

Q. Mr Jones, tell me about spong-

ing In the bay. Could one make a lbv-
ing doing this?

A, Yes, marginally, up until abou
1963 when the Cubans came In and
depleted it In sorme areas over 95
per cent of the sponges are gone.
Another problem i3 a fungus that
comes along around May or June. [t
is like & mildew, This fungus started
in the Bahamas in 1938 and came
over here in the 1942, [ siill do some
spEnErnﬁ but mainly for interest's
]

. Do you think that the drainage
af the Everglades affected the water
in this area?

A Perhaps indirectly so. As the
Everglades were drained less water
was present for evaporation, there-
fore less rain was produced. In ad-
ditlon, with the development of
farming from the Coral Gables canal
of the nerh the drainage of pestl-
cides into the bay has caused deter-
H::-r;ﬁnn in the bresding places for
L

Q. When did vou notice that the
fishing in the area had changed?

A About 1960 the guality of the
table fish went down. You know,
until the last 15 to 1B years | could
walk in the water oulside my house
up to aboul my knees and pick up
lobster. | could also get conch in be-
tween these islands. The number of
fish has gone down due to the num-
ber of fishermen, not due to polle-
tion. The number of oulboards owver
the last 20 years has more than dou-
bled. There is too much pressure on
the fish

Q. Do you stll see fish traps in
these areas?

A Fish traps are destructive. You
might put three exclamation points
after that word and also underiine it
They were plentiful in the 1850s.
There were some in the 189605 and
even into the 1970s. People would
go out in the morning and haul their
traps. They were large. They were
pulled up with a winch. By the time
the larger fish were removed the
smaller ones had been killed. You
know, the gillnetters also came {n the
1930z and comtinued Into the
1970, They severely depleted the




mackerel and kinglish population
here. Just too much pressure It's
never come back

Q. What are wour thoughts an
shrlmping in the bay? When did it
start? Has it affected the fishing?

A_ [ remember that they have been
shrimping in the bay Snde ihe
1950, By the 1960s shrimping had
really increased. By the 1970s
through m-d.:?; it samewhat leveled
off. A good shrimper can get about
5,000 shrimp per night. In the bay
nioer thene are 0 mofe mackense] and
bluefish, This is due (o the shrimpers
dragging the bay with thelr nets col-
lecting the shrimp, This is the same
food eaten by these fish

. Before the National Park took
over this area, commercial develop-
ment of Elliott Key was envisioned
by cerlain cities in the form of a
township called Islandia, Wers you
in agreement with that?

A. | was never in agreement with
a commercialization of this land.
These lands are different from iouriss
arens such as Miami Beach. There is
no beach in this area. The land is
mestly rock and there is very litle
sail

Q. Do you feel that the Natbonal

Park fairly compensated people for
their land?

Q. Yes, the National Park Senvice
paid a much bigder price than was
ever offered by the private develop-
ers. They offered only 50 to 60 per
cent of what we finally got from the
MNatlonal Park Service. These com-
merical developers had come (o me
offering to pay me for my land as
they used it. If they used only ten per
cent they would pay me only ten per
cent af a time

3. Whai has the National Park Ser-

L
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Across the bay from Porgee Key where Sir

Jones moved into this frame dwelling built by Keith and

Aloma Barnes when his fairly substantial home was destroyed

by fire.

vice done as regards the environ-
ment?

A, Well, as you know, lhey've
staried making controls as to whers
the lobstering can be dene. [ think
theyve got to put in stiffer conirols
if we're ever to get the fish popula-
tion up again

(] '|.|.|']'|'f did WL become & Ehhsnﬂ
puide?

A, My brather and | started gulding
in the middie 30s In order to supple-
mient our income from the lime busi-
ness. The 1926 hurricare hurt the
productbon.

Q3 Who were some of the more
well-knomwn people you fished with?
A& Well, | fished with Herberi
Hoover. He liked to fish between
November and April. He fished with
me for over seven years in the
15405

Q. Who else did you fsh with?

A Alton Jenes, who owned Chty
Service. You know he died in the
Basion Harbor in 1951 . Then there
wis Dante! Topping, who cwned the
MNew York Yanhees [ fished with
him for alemost 20 years, until he gol
oo sick, He was a very generous tp-
per. He had a lot of friends and they
kepl my brother and me very busy

Q. Who else?

A Gar Wood, Senior. 1 fished with
him from 935 through 1954, You
know, he owned the Coco Lobo
Club.

2. What did you fish for in those
tirmes?

A, Mainly sportfish; that is, bone-
fish, permit and tarpon. | had to
teach most of my clients how 1o fish
But they were quick learners and by
the time we got to the fourth trip
they knew the techmique You
know, the bonefish has an amazing
sense of amell. You can wee the dor-

Launcelot lives is Adams Key where Carl Fisher

built the Coco Lobo Club in 1921. When Gar Wood foreclosed and assumed operations in
1934, Sir Launcelot and King Arthur became fishing guides and maintenance men.



Bebe Rebozo, who bought the Coco Lobo Club in 1954,

escorts his good friend Richard Nixon, who had become Vice
President of the United States in 1952, to Nixon's quarters at

the club.

=il fin and see the direction he is go-
ing. You must be able 1o put your
bait in the position that is the most
advantageous for you

Q. When did you stop being a fish-
ing gubde?

A, In 1972 | stopped. 1 lelt [ was
getting too old, Also, the Ermrment
had Bowght me out and | had & few
CDs. By the way, across from Pargee
Eey bs Adams Key on which the
Coco Loba Club was bulll. Incidern-
tally, the maln butlding was present
untll approximately five years ago
when it burned down. Several other
buildings still stand, cne of which is
used as a residence for some of the
PaTE rangers

2. Can you tell me a little about the
club?

A. Carl Fisher started the club in
1921 bul at the time of the stock
market crash there were about 46
members, including the Fishers of
the Fisher Body family, the Hapey-
wells and the Firestones. Many of
them didn't pay thelr dues s0 Gar
Wood foreclosed on it In 18934,
That's when | got into It as a fishing
?u::ﬁz 1 supplemented the club's
ood with stone crabs, lobster and
seafood. My brother and [ did a ot
of waork in the dock area, [ met a lot
of interesting people, including Mrs
carstairs of the Carstairs liguor fami-
]'f Shie weongld ﬂ':l' in our ker Greme-
man. They own Big Whale Key in
the Berry Islands. In about 1954 the
club was sold to Bebe Rebozo. He

Frank Murphy, left, with Gar
Wood, was mayor of Detroit
im "30-"33. He became U.5.
Attorney General in 1939
and a Supreme Court justice
in 1940,

brought President Nixen down for
about ten days and | fished with
them, This was after his California
defeat for governor

. Were those times the happiest
palnt of your 1§fe?

A [ cannot pick out any particular
high point. I've enjoved the whole
darm thing. Ameng the high polnis
wi my assodlation with clienis such
gs Dandel Topping, Alton Jones, Her-
bert Hoower and Gar Wood, Sentor

Q. ['d like 1o change my line of
guestioning now to the early settlers
in this area. [Hd they come here in
the early 2057

A, You have to go behind the
19205 In 1BBE pineapple was ¢x-
tensively grown all over this area. In
1906 a tidal wave flood ocourred,
which ruined the pineapple busi-
ness. After that my father. along
with the other settlers in this area,
had to change 190 key limes.

Q. How did your father come
dowrn here?

A My father was born tn Raleigh,
North Carolina. and then moved 1o
Wilmington, North Carolina. There
ke entered the stevedore Business
where he leamed to operate small
boats. He came down 1o Flarida be-
cawsse he was “adventurous. ” First he
siopped near Orlando. He put out an
orange grove but a freeze killed in
Then he went to Tampa. He couldn’y
find anyihing there so he went to
Eey West and shipped into Coconut
Drove. There he met Ralph Munroe,
the Commedere. Have you read his
book?

Mensch: Yes

Jones: Ralph Munnoe ﬁl him a job
as a capetaker for Mr, Walter Davis,
whao owned some 500 acres an Key
Bizcayne Munroe was Davis' agent
Ralph Munroe told my father that |
he could handle seall boats he could
get the job. My father said he could,
so Munroe tested him on a fine day
in a small sailboat called a smack
These are the boats that have a fish-
well in themn, He passed the test and
got the job

&, When did your father come o
Porgee Key?

A In 1887 my father bought it
fram another man.

0. How much did he pay for it?

A, Oh, about five dollars an acre
When [ sold the land in 1976 the ab-
stract had only three sheets. We
were the only owners. Originally
there were 12 people in this area bt

Crrmriodi] o0 Page [



The Good Doctor Smith

By ROSE CONNETT RICHARDS

We turittered like a covey of quail,
disgruntled at having o bare our
SCTaWY E:ghl-lr'ﬂar-ﬁ'.d chesis 1o the
handsome young doctor's stetho-
scope, something not requiied of the
older girls. James Archer Smith
M.D.'s good-old-boy demeanor hid
his Type A personality and regular-
Iy checking the health of South Dade
school children was only one of his
jobs. He put an annual 80,000 miles
on his Model T commuiing daily
from Homestead to his post as Chief
of Surgery at the old county hospital
in Kendal|

In between hame and hospital he
care for communliies of field hands
quartered by the big tomato farmers,
them he made his way beck o
Homestead for office hours. Things
talken care, he'd drop in for & game
of hearts with the boys at the fire sta-
tion, Everybody in town Enew
where to find him. He was that leg-
end from a gentler time: a physician
who made house calls — gladly

James Archer Smith came close o
being a Gmr_:ﬂj cracker, having been
born feweer than twenty mitles from
the Florida-Georgla line. It was a
wide spot in the road named Cham-
paign and the closest town of note
was Madison, FL. He was namwed for
his father, who was called Colonel,
a title thought to be a purely south-

1910 medical stu-
dents in Atlanta
Medical Schoaol
{later Emory Uni-

versity) included F. i
-?,

Jim Smith, who
had been en-
couraged by
pharmacist
“Doc'" Davis to
study medicine.
Smith is first row
right end.

U P D A T E

em honorific since he was not old
emough to have been in the Chvil War
and he was not from Kentucky. Col-
arnel Smith had a cotton and tabae-
co planiation of nearly three thou-
send acres, The Smith home was a
sie-bedroom frame house, each
room with a fireplace, but no indoor
]:l[IJ mbmg. _]a:r.nr-s Brcher Smith was
born In ihis house where his father
had deawn his first breath {and also
his last from "hemorrhagic” fever at
age 33)

A Huck Finn kind of boyhood led
young Smith into the surrounding
fields and woods where he hunted
and fished for the family table. That
fdwyllic existence came to an end
when he had 1o go to school, for the
closest was in Madison so he went
io simy with the family of the local
pharmacist, close friends of the
Smiths

Thiz arrangement was to have a
profound effect on the rest of his life
"Doc” Davis was the spark that en-
couraged him to study medicine —
to become a docior. Jim weni to the
University of Florida where he
played baseball with enowgh ability
o have been scouted for the majors
but he hed wnnel vision for medi:
cine
The year 1910 found him in Atlan-
fa Medical School, later Emory Uni-
versity. After graduation, followed

by Internship at the Duval County
Hospidtal in Jacksonville, he returmed
to Champalgn end wed the daughter
ol the Smiths’ nelghbors, Ada Palm-
er. “Miss Ada,” as she was known
all her life, was an excelient cholce
She went on his numeraus hunting
and fishing trips, serving as photo-
grapher, and their very compatible
marriage lasted until her death in
Homestead in | Q68
In the early years of this century
the lower west coast of Florida was
a purgatony of stiflling heat and mos-
guitos ebght months of {he year, with
afligators outnumbering people &
thousand to one. Nonetheless, the
new doctor moved wih his new
bride 10 Punta Gorda. The bride-
room was drawn to the smorgas-
rd of game, both on the land in the
E:II' Then, too, he was a country
y and he readily admitted he
weild rather be a "big frog in & small
puddle” than the reverse. His Punta
Gorda sojeurn however, was short-
ered by saber ra:tiing i Europe
When the United States entered
WW I he was commissioned a First
Lieutenant in the U5 Army Recerve
Medical Corps. In a field hospltal in
France he worked long hours in an
underground operating theater
patching up the shattered men pour-
ing off the battlefield of Argonne and
Saini-Mihiel. At war's end he was
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Doc Smith was given a birthday party in 1980 celebrating his 89th year. Here he proudly shows off
the bed he was born In. Two years later he died August 20, age 91.

Captain Smith, decommissioned and
refurned to the stales

Jim Smith, Miss Ada and a young
son born in 191 came to the groes
ing city of Miami on Biscayne Bay
He preferred a still smaller place,
hewever, =5 in 1919 he gr.h'l.rll.'n-:-!d
to Homestead, a metropolis of 1200
It had been incorporated for 3ix years
aid hsd eEctricity far three, Dy _||.1-'|'||.‘:
B. Tower was already in practice
there, but with patienis scattered
th r|.'|-1.|gh Monfoe C::-1J:|1!',- ir the aouth
to Hendall in the norh there weas
plenty of docioring to be done. From
this tme on Homestead citlzens
were ruled by a beneolent diclator
but didn't know i

One Christmas he asked the Chitel
aof Palice for the jail keys “because
[ want to see & patient,  Without &
second thought the chiefl handed
thern over. Later, at bed check, all 20
prisofiers were gone. Smith had re-
leased themn, saying "Get lost and a
Merry Christmas.” Everybody just
laughed. Doc was funnin’ again

His practical jokes are legend as
are the preparations to which he
would go to pull off one. The day
before a fishing trip to the Eeys he
cul a length of broomstick, fixed a

phony fuse to It and covered it with
the wrapper from & real silek of dy-
namite. After he and his fishing bud-
dies had been sitting in the skiff for
a while with no bites Doc said, "
these fish won't bite [ know a way
o stir 'em up.’

With that he took the stick of "dy-
namite” oul of his tackle boot and put

L 3

Named Man of the Year by
the Florida Academy ol Gen-
eral Practice in 1976, Smith
rode in parade, received a
key to the city and Home-
stead proclaimed James
Archer Smith Day.

his ever-present cigar 1o the [use
When i1 had started spuliering he
fumbled and "accidentally” dropped
it in the bottom of the boat
Suddenly Doc was alone, The oth-
er three men had abandoned ship
with alacrity and were madly
5|'_|:a5|".|r|g ey from the immedinte
vicinity, To Doc it was mare than
warth all the effort. Desplte the
countless jokes he weni o some
tronible 1o pull on others, however,
his zon Archer admits [t was a one-
way street. Doc didn’t like it hall as
much when the joke was onm him

The uncrowned kind of Homestead
[ost mo time in making himsell felt
in the running of the town, He
servied on the volunter fire depari-
ment. He was health officer on the
city commission and a member of
the city council. {He also was opin-
fonated and resigrned over a dispute.)
He plaved ball on the lecal baseball
team which was good enough fo
pley other teams siatewide,

Tall Bowal Palms line either side of
Erome Avenue today. Their concrete
gray trunks bear mute evidence of
lean and good years since the good
doctor planted themn fo beautify the
main street over sixty years &
They were a gilt to “his” town, (He



had & nursery in the marl sall eas
of town. Despite the fact that he had
been a near-genius in math in school
the nursery was a losing venture as
wiere several other commercial in-
vesiments he tried. )

Honors carms to him through the
years and he was named Man of the
Year by the Florida Academy of Gen-
eral Practice in 1976 and a Florida
16 Patriot. Homestead proclaimed
James Archer Smith Day when he
rodde in a parade and was ghven a key
to the city — a formality, since. he
already had the city in the palm of
his hand. Through the years honors
were many and he deserved every
ore,

IFever there was a physician who
took the Hippocratic Oath and lived
by 1t literally, i was James Archer
Smith, M.D. He not anly made hovise
calls but during the depression he
was known to leave a few dollars on
ihe kitchen table il & family was hard
up. If his car broke down on a lale
night call, he simply knocked on the
nearest door (which could be miles
then) asked to borrow the car in the
vard and went on his call. He was
never refused.

Once he figured he had delivered
over 3,500 babies, many of them at
home. Sometimes the babies weren't
paid for untl they were adults. In lat-
er years he began charging 525 for
a delivery if the parents could affard
it. He newer kept track of bills In the
office, figurin le would pay if
thiry cioaild —Erf:nr?-e:erj &{duﬁntng

| IP‘".E.:“-FP;'- it =

Ardent fisherman Doc
proudly poses in Punta Gor-
da with & ft. 326 |b. jewlish
in 1916.

UPDATE

them

Migrants and poos Blacks wese recip-
benits of speclal care as he cnderstood
and empathized with them. “I've
never had one fail 1o say, Thank
you, doctor. They abways paid if
they could.” he said,

Through the years vegetables,
fruit, game or even manatee flesh
wiere often the "legal tender” for pay-
ing off Doc Smith. Once when he
had made a large haul of Florida [ob-
ster on a fishing 1rip he carled them
up to the county h-::-sI;:':mI so the pa-
Hents could have a lobster dinner

He was praciical, too, There was
the time he raced 10 a bad sccident
in the Keys. A Conch fisherman had
been kit by a car, losing one leg in
the smash-up. Doc rushed him to the
hospital but the man was beyond
help. Later a fellow Conch appeared
at Doc’s office carrying the other leg,
hoping Doc could reattach it Doc
gently explained that his friend
would have no further need of it but
he =aid, "That's a good shoe, Drop
by the hospdial and get the other one,
then you'll have a pair.”

James Archer Smith always rsshed
to help without being summoned
when there were catastrophes such
B8 the lethal 1935 hurricane that
killed 3,500 a1 Tavernier in the
Eeys. As soon as the wind began to
slacken he headed down. He got as
far as Snake Creek where he had to
be rowed across because the bridge

1st Lt. Smith, USA Reserve
Medical Corps, worked in
underground operating room
in France.

wias oul. Warking through the night
with his son holding a Mashlight and
with a fifth of whiskey as anesthesia
he sewed and paiched the devas-
tated bodies lefi in the storm's walke
"l can remember seeing a man with
a 2% run clean through him,” he
recalled

In 1929 he threw medical sup-
plies in his car and hurried up 1o Ok-
eechabee when p hurricane caused
the lake to overflow, adding water to
a terrible wind that killed hundreds
He always worked until he had ev-
ery batiered soul paiched up

Because of Doc one litlle boy
whom he had (o poke out from un-
der the bed with a broomstick 1o give
him a shot in the arm later become
one of the own's leading dentists
Doc moved the boy in with the
Smiths for his school years and he
later funded his dental schooling. He
was treated like a second son

Iin the thirties Doc felt Homestead
should step into the twentieth cen-
tury, The town needed a r hos-

ital. A friend donated land and
imes Archer Smith worked on the
mayor and the city council to spon-
sar constructhon under the WPA act
He also called in a few markers,
pressured a few of his pals who were
wrell-to-do farmers, even threw in a
Eﬁaw left him by a grateful patient,
“He was a persuashre con man,”
says his son, "and he usually got his
Ay

A modern hospital opened in
1240, Through the years it has ex-
panded time and again untll today
it is & facility that can handle sophis-
ticated medical needs of a communi-
ty streiching through the Keys and
South Dade. Though he remon-
strated that he did not want i1 named
after him, his adoring and grateful
public would have it no other way,
Teday James Archer Smith hospital
bears his likeness on & bronze
plaque in the lobby, a reminder of
the man who got things done — his
way, of course.

When Doc was 83 and experl-
enced surgeon who walched him do
a leg amputation remarked, "He was
the fastest surgion I've ever seen.’

The Shakespeare-quoting, cigar-
chimping, practical joker confinued
ta go to his office until shortly before
his death when he became too fee-
ble

He stubbornly refused to let go of
life. He loved H too much. But be
couldn’t con 5t Peter and he finally
left his loyal subjects — dying at
home in the old four-poster in which
he'd been bom 81 years before

A community wept.
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Ferry Boats to Ocean
Beach began running
four times a day in
1904. For ten cents
you could go over in
| the morning and re-
turn in the afternoon.
Ferry slip was next to
the Fair building on
the bay.

Hattie’'s Message to Posterity

By HATTIE CARPENTER

MARCH 1953 — Dear Posterity. Here we are In the M-
ami Memorial Library putting things down on a record
for you folks in 2153, That's a long, leng time from here
and I'm wondering if this beautiful building is st stand-
ing with all this wonderful marble and granite and
everything to make it last forever, And do you folks in
your time have a Department of Adull Education with
Helga Eason in charge and Peyton Wilson beside her
running a wonderful record player taking down the ac-
counts of everything that we have 1o say about oday?

Around us is the most wonderful park perhaps in
the country and Biscayne Bay just beyond and people
sitting oul in the fresh air. Here it is the first of March,
vet the weather is like bright and beautiful summenims
Chver in the reading room there are children looking at
books. They are looking at space ships of different kinds
and falking about what it must be like to fiy up to Mars
or the Moon. Are you doing that now? Possibly you
have space ships all around you and don't think any-
thing of it. There are boys and girls in Miami today
(1953) who saw the first automobile and saw the first
airplace, and those are very common things now in our
day

When my mother, a widow with four children, came
by Miard in 1900 there were no automobdles and 1 doubt
that there were many in the country. We had carriages
and horses and the telephones here were the good old-
fashioned kind on the wall that you eranked to call the
operator. Now in 1953 we have diel machines. Perhaps
in your fime you have a contrapiion aside your fele-
phone where you can see what people are doing while
vou lalk o them. We don’t have anything like that,
Neither do we have anyihing in the way of other con-
traptions that must be o very, very commeon fo you

| remember Thomas A. Edison (he had & home over
in Fort Myeérs, which isn't 20 very far from Miaml) before
he died used 10 spend a great deal of time linkering with
different little gadgets that he hoped somehow he could
develop tnto something that would avercome gravity
His theory was that since everybody at sometime in their

lives probably dreams they are pursued by some enemy
or are in some kind of trouble and they just rise from
the ground and foat off wherewer they want fo go. Edi-
son sald that we wottld not have those dreams unless
there was something we hadn't discovered yet about our
control over gravity

If hie could Invent some kind of a plece of metal, per-
haps, or something you could slide under your feet and
control the pull of gravity and if you didn't hawve grawvi-
ty under your feet you would fly right up into the air
His theory was that the time could come — would come
— when this something in our bodies we haven'
learmed hiow to control yet would maybe control a sheet
of metal or something similar. We can’t manipulate
wings to fly but we could conirel going up and down
with gravity. He was working on this shostly before his
last iliness and he was 5o sure that this something could
be discovered

We have other inventive people here in Miami in
1953. David Fairchild had done such wonderful work
with plants of all kinds. He said not long ago that in all
the years that he has lived in the place (The Kampong)
in Coconut Grove they never yet have burned one bit
of vegetation. It has all been raked up, put nto compost
beds and put back into the soil and reused. He has used
very little commercial fertilizer for all the growing of thelr
wonderful plants because he has saved what nature had
already given him (Fairchild died in 1954)

Today in 1953 we have a great city here, we think
and it is sprawling outl. Maybe by the time you read this
it won't be but one city all the way from Palm Beach
to Homestead. It will all be one encrmous town, I'm
wondering If in that time you will have a culiural center
Itke the Miami Memorial Library has become or will you
have many of them in different parts of town? What will
you talk about® What will be your food then™ Will you
be eating capsules or will you have food like we have
now in 19537

When we came fo Miami in 1900, four years after it had




Royal Palm Hotel spearheads the land
where the bay meets the Miami River.
Workers cottages in foreground were util-
ized as homes or businesses for years after
the hotel was gone.

been founded, the town had become quite a clty. The
Roval Palm Hotel was opened Jenuery 1897 and so
were its cottages. They called them cotinges but they
were good substantial homes thal now are on SE First,
Second and Third Streets. Flagler Sioeet s now the maln
street, faking the place of 12th Street, Where the Royal
Palm Hotel was they built a park all the way 1o the pre-
sent Flagler Street and they had a bandstand. We wused
to go down there in the evening and hear the band con-
cert. Where that was s now in 1953 a big skyscraper,
probakly no more than 13 storfes high but it seems high
bQr 1S

Al the east end of what used o be | 2th Street was
a feir building and every year they had the County Fair
there. E. V. Blackman, who was a Methodist preacher
anrd alsa sart of a publieity man for the Flagler iInterests,
uied to be the president of the Fair Association. People
all over the county brought in thelr fruit and their hand-
iwiark of different kinds, There were |.'|1J1:I!5 and horme-
made embroidery work brought there year after year
and got a prize every year, One very elaborate bedapread
every year gol the [irst prize of 55, We always Hied 1o
go every year to see il it was still there

Along side the fair building was something known

U P D AT E

a5 Elser's Pier, the most wonderful place to go. It had
slot machines where you put ina penmy and you looked
in and found the rmost wonderful pictures. At the end
of Elser's Ples was the fishing pler where all the boats
carne in. There were a greal many, considering the num-
ber of people here. Peeple who came here in yachts tied
up along Elser’s Pier and the fishing boats also came in
there. There was one ferry over to the beach called the
Lady Low.” It wasn't called Miami Beach then; it wasn't
called anything, we just went over to the beach.

At the south end of the beach was a really good beach
known now {1953) Smith's Casine and Smith's Beach
They didn't have a real casino or swimrn':nﬁp-m'. o7 any-
thing but they had a pavillion — Trubeck Pavillion. We
used to take our lunches and if it were stormy we ate
inside there. They had a very nice place where you
could dance.

The vegetation over there was the wildest kind, sea
grape trees, palmettos, vines and many yucca planis —
what we call Spanish bayonets = all in bloom most of
the ime. People used to go over there for lurile egg hiuni-
ing. Every full moon the furiles would come up en the
beach and lay eggs and cover them with sand. People
would locale these places and when the little turiles
wioild hateh and eome oul — [ile bits of fellas — they
wiould all mun for the ocean as fasd as possible, The big
turiles were 5o big that they used 1o have turtle turn-
ings where four rmen would Ig_';t'! hold of a turile and furn
him over on his back and then he would be helpless
Then they would tow him off to make turtle soup or
sleaks

Dwur people found much 1o enjoy. Men found enjoy-
ment in fishing and hunting. This was the wildest kind
of couniry all around here. Where this library is now
was water, The bay at that time came up 100 to 200
mgte feet Inland from here. Bayfront Park was made
by pumping In sand dredged out of the bay

Wiliam and Mary Bulmer Brickell and their seven chil-
dren came 1o Miami back in the early 1870s. They es-
tablished their home on the south side of the river and
had a trading post for Indians right on the shore. Mrs.

Horticultural Hall was a gift to Miami from Henry Flagler in 1903, painted Flagler Yellow to
match the Royal Palm Hotel. E. V. Blackman had organized a fair to promote farm products
and handcrafts. Held in the winter season, it promoted South Florida.
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Street car line started in 1905 ran east
down Flagler to the Halcyon Hotel (on left
with pointed turrets) where it tumed north
to Buena Vista,

Brickell was very much opposed to filling in the land
Miami Beach had been created by pumping in sand from
the bay and the ocean, moaily from the bay. Acres and
acres of mangrove swamp were covered over there and
turrsed inta land onto which they build houses and some
W large buildings

rs. Brickell once said to me, "Some day a tidal
wave is going 1o flow over Miami Beach and come into
the bay, and when it goes out it's going to carry out the
sand that lh?'w pumped in there under those bulldings
just like sand going through an hourglass. Did you ever
wiatch an hourglass?” | said, “"Yes. “Well, that's the way
the sand is going 1o seep back into the ocean under those
buildings.

“But, Mrs. Brickell, they e putting in such deep pif-
ings,” | said

"How deep are the qnlnF dewn what strength will
there be left after all |{a soil i3 washed out? And that
causewany (the County causeway — McArhur Causeway
riow) was built on sand and (he tremendous force of
waler coming across and going oul would carmy out the
zand from under the causeway

“We wouldn't have any causeway. You pecple who
have come here now don't know what it was in the old
deys. Back there when we came we had a hurricane and
when we got 1hn:ruqh there was hardly & tree standing.
Then she sald, "Yod1 ve never seen a hurricane — you've
never seen anyihing like what we saw.” 50 now maybe
we haven't seen anything you folks will have seen up
there in 2153, There's no telling what you will have seen
in those years.

Mrs. Brickell and her husband were great characters
and their seven children were characters, We knew themn
quite wiell, We knew many people who looked upon all
of us who came herein | as very much newcomers

A street car line was stasted abowt 1905 which we were
all excited about. It came down Flagler Street and went
up Avenue A (First Avenue) and then o Avenue B (Sec-
ond Avenue) where it turned the cormer. We called it
the Halcyon Hall corner because there was a big hotel
called Halcyon Hall where the DuPont building is now
on the corner of Flagler and NE Second Avenue. Every
time a street car turmed there the motorman had to get
oul and the track. Then the car would roll ulm;%r
if he didn's, it would stick. Sometimes it would get

the track there and then the passengers would get off
If there were men, they would help push and then they
would get back on. It was a long ride all 1the way from
Flagler Street up to what was then Buena Vista, that's
about I6th Street now, [t wasn't a very satisfactory ays-

tem because it took care only of right down town, but
we missed it a lot when that street car was taken off and
the ! buses on instead

ere were a number of pleasures people enjoyed.
The Roval Palm Hotel was where we went for a real nice
dance. There were many families all over town who en-
tertained at home. Theee was a very gocd home life here
| rememiber when the Woman's Club staried. There were
12 women who got together in the aflernoon to sew
They called themelves the Ladies Needle Club af first
They would sew and one person would read aloud 1o
them. | belonged to a reading circle that was a lot of fun.
We would assign different parts among us and then we
would each read our part. We read [bsen's plays a goed
deal

The only auditorium in town was in the school
building (after they added another addition). They had
plays there, many of themn staged by local people. My
sister Draisy. who went (o the School of Dramatic Aris
in Philadelphia, was very good. Mrs. T. V. Moore and
Daisy gave several entertainments together. Mrs. Moore
would get the talent and Daisy would produce a show

My sister Louise, who gave up her ant scholarship
to come south, climbed up on a scaffold and painted the
drop curtain for the high school in Palm Beach. She also
did a sel of inside scenery. She did a drop curtain for
the high school here and gave it to the school.

Then there were our bridges. We had one bridge
scross Miami Biver about Avenue G (NW Second Ave-
nue) operated by a man who walked around a turnstile
to open and close the bridge. Nobody had automobiles
then but when they did come it was certainly E;m:il:"mf.
For & while there were ten or twelve here and people
had exciting times riding in them

I wonder what, if any, af this could even be compre-
hended by people 100 or 200 years from now. When
they pead about covered wa davs, about the people
who went o the west and fought Indians, they ought
really to inchude n their minds the people who came
down here because this was frontier. Of course they
didn't come in covered wagons. They couldn’t get here
if they wanied to because there were no roads. But they
could come down quite a distance, and then they could
come by boal down the coast

The Ehrilckttl:sdl:ﬂmh::;mhm MNew "i"ﬂ;é-; in a boat and on
a sieamiship, and w they got to Key West they got
a schooner and Mr. Brickell brought his family up to the
river here in it. And when the Munroes (Kirk and Ralph)
came here they all came by boat, 3ome of them came
from Key West and some af them came from farther up
the coast but they they all had 1o come by beat

Mrs. Kirk Munroe, who ware a sunbonnet a lod, used
to tell my mother that the reason women all through
the country wore sunbonnets a ot was (o hide their tears
from their husbands because they hated 50 much liv-
ing in such a primitive way, They didn't have any con-
veniences al all. Mo ice. If you had & pound of butter
the best place to Eut it was in a plicher because it would
melt down, yvou know, and you poured It out thal way.
Moiher had an icebox made. She had a kind of wooden
— it looked & big old chest more than anything else —
and she had it made inte two compartments. 1 den’t
kniowr If she invented [t or had seen it somewhere else,
b |1 had one box inside the other. Between the inside
box and the owtside box you put sawdust, packed it in.
Then once in a long while you could buy ice:

(Here the tape on Floneer Voices, Hattie Carpenier faded
out and we will never know what else she had 10 say
abaut Miami in [953.)
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From Santa Marta
to Key Biscayne

By MURIEL M. CURTIS

Key Biscayne stands at the northern end of the Florida
Keys, that 160-mile arc of islands in the Atlantic Ocean
protecting the southern tip of Florida. It is the third island
south of Miami Beach, linked (o the mainland by the
Rickenbacker Causeway. [ts entire oceanfront, a beau-
tiful, gently-sloping, sandy beach, was the shore that
weltomed the Hrsl Europeans.

During the first years of the stxteenth century Charles
V. ruler of Spain and other lands, was very much aware
of the English ships venturing into this part of the world
in spite of the Pope’s ruling that set boundaries in the
MNew World that recognized only the Spanish and Por-
tuguese explorations and claims. Ponce de Leon was
given a patent by Charles authorizing him, the former
adelantado of Haitl, Santo Dominge and Puerto Rico, to
form an expedition io explore and clalm for Spain and
himself lands in the New World, including “Beniny™ or
"Beimeni.”

There was an old Indian legend about some cal
waters — a Fountain of Youth — on this island that later
became associated with the name of Ponce de Leon. The
story i5 t0 be found for the first time in Escalante de
Fontenada's Memoirs and subsequently lifted by the col-
orful historian Herrera and linked with Ponce. It is one
of those dramatic, :hnrmlnEJHm‘tﬁ like that of the lowely
Indian princess whe begs [or the white man's life. They
crop up fime and again through history but have no
basis in any available fact

On March 3, 1513, Ponce de Leon sailed with three
ships through the islands of the Bahamas and across o
Florida. Late in the Easter season the San Crisfoval,
Ponce's Magship, led the litthe fleet toward Key Biscayne
Ponce named the mainland La Florida but bestowed a
saint's name 1o a small island near its southern tip where
his mn;nmhﬂ noted a good landing for fresh water. The
name Santa Mars was the name Ponce gave to Key Bis-
cayne, Ponce de Leon gave Florida and her name to the
whorld; her Indians gave him death with an arrow pierc-
ing & joint in his armor.

The Indians continued o be a sore problem o the
succession of iards who followed: Panfilo de Nar-
vaez, who lost his life and almost his entire expedition
of some 600 men; Hernando de Soto, with his canine
corps, who determinedly traveled the Mew World look-
ing for wealth and died at the Mississippd River; Father
Luis Cancer, with cross in hand, who waded ashore 1o
death by Indians’ clubs.

The Indians had at last taught the white men that
they were not to be enslaved or pushed around — af
least not for many years to come. As flerce as the ex-
plorers found the Indians, their ships found equally as
dangerous the Florida Stralts, The low rocks, reefs and
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Map and detall of Key Biscayne prepared in 1851
by Coast Survey Team.

sandbars were freacherous even n good weather; In
times of hurricanes they were sure death. The Indians
werg Bom wreckers and soon learned the true value of
their sea gifts.

Indian eyes were not the only ones that viewed the
Spanith treasures with greed. Socon many men from
many countries became impatient to wall for accidenis
to provide them with the wealth of the Americas pass-
Ir# Carre Florida on iis way to Spain. These were the
rift-raff, the psychological misfits, the dissolute breed of
seamen knows as pirates.

Piracy was a going business for over two ceniuries be-
fore Commedore David Porter was sent into the southern
waters and succeeded in clearing the seas by 1840. The
Florida Keys helped the pirates play their game of hide
and seek with the wealthy cargo ships. Pirate ships hid
among the islands uniil the unsuspecting wealth salled
near; then they rapidly atteched and escaped IhmuEh
channels known only to them to hide once again in the
mangroves of the Keys,

urricane Harbor on Biscayne was & natural
deep-water harbor, ringed with mangrove trees, and was
used as a hiding place was well a3 a good anchorage
in time of huericane
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ship wreckers, although much maligned in many ac-
counts, differed from the pirates in many ways. Piracy
is by definition “the crime of robbing on the high seas”
and wrecking is “ihe removal of cargo from a wrecked
vessel for the owner's benefit” Most of the wreckers
wiere licensed businessmen and kept their vessels in the
shipshape tradition of the irue seaman_ Artist John James
Audubon was hesitant 1o accept an invitation to visit
aboard a wm::klnF ship but he came away praising the
high standards of cleanliness and social behanvior

Many are the tales told of IiFhls moved [rom place
to place on shore from Cape Florida scuth that lured
passing ships onto the reefs and shoals. There are also
miany tales tald of the heroism of the wreckers in saw-
ing passengers and cargos at the risk of thelr own lives.
Dr. John €. Gifford used to tell his classes at the Univer-
sity of Miami that the early Keys residents were named
Conchs because they used the open-ended conch shell
o call signals up and down the Keys to signal one and
all that help was needed at sea

Because of ils nearness to some of the dizastrous
reefs, Cape Florida was one of the five best locations for
wreckers, the others being Indian Eey, Tavernter, Key
West and Dry Tortugas. From 1828, when the courts
of Key West decided the value of the salvage and the
wrecker's share and issued licenses to the wreckers,
Cape Florida boomed and fattened. Her docks were
stacked with bales and barrels and boxes of everything
from raw cotlon to silks, from raw Mexican hides o Eng-
lish saddles, from Cuban and local mahogany to French
furniture

In 1840 the owners of the Mary Ann Davis grant
on the south end of Key Biscayne iried to share part of
this boom and inviled "respectible wreckers, with sub-
stantial vessels, to bring their goods to the island and
make It thelr homes and thelr vessels hailed fram the
Town of Key Biscayne.”

While wrecking was making many pecple rich and was
a thriving business along the south Florida coast counter
forces were at work. First came the lighthowses.,

One of the first built in these waters was the Cape

Florida Light on Key Biscayne. The Ln& ht first sent its
silvery waming light out over the da waler in
1827. The light served as a notice of reefs and shoals
nearty and during the Seminole Wars also served as a
lookout to watch for boats coming inte Biscayne Bay
from Cuba and Nassau with guns for the Indians, An
[ndian attack darkened its great reflecting lamp on July
23, 1836

Trouble had been brewing with the Indians since the
times of the Spanish and English slavers and the United
States inherrted this situation when the lands of Esst and

West Florida firsi ralsed the stars and siripes in 1821
The first years at the great light were peaceful, hawever,
as the Indlans had a great respect for the man who made
the moon to shine across the night waters. Then evenis
in 1835 and early [|B36 gave waming of impending
danger.

Major Francis Dade and his had been savagely
massacred near Bushnell and the wife, daughters and
tutor of William Cooley’s family had been killed at their
home along the Mew River. Coocley was the termporany
lighthouse keeper during the vacation of John DuBose,
the regular keeper. The residents of Dade County, about
sixty in number, fled to the protection of the lighthouse
and then scuth to Key West, leaving two volunteers 1o
tend the light, John Thompson, the assistant lighthouse
keeper, and an elderly negro named Aaron Carter.

For nearly four months they kept a close watch for un-
friendly Seminoles crossing the Bay and were perhaps
beginning 1o relax their vigilance & mite when ]ﬁ!mrnp-
sgon discovered a band of Indians hiding in the beach
grass, A fight of life and death was begun that hot July
aflernoon

John Thompson and his helper raced to the tower,
dove through the open door, slammed it clozed and shot
home the bar, They closed and bolted the shutiers on
the one kitchen window and prepared for the worsi

Leaving Carter below, Thompson dashed up the
wooden stalrcase with his mushkets, shot bag and pow-
der pouch to get a better view of the yowling savages.

L oaitimeiid v Page 1)

The attack of the
Cape Florida
Lighthouse

by Ken Hughs.
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by 1935 that had dropped down o
six people and by the 19408 every-
orne had left except me. | am the last
OnEe.

Q. How profilable was the key
lime business?

A We were pl‘ﬂdutin%kt‘f limes
in abundance by 1912, From 1915
to 1935 we had 65 acres of key
lirnes, But the Mexicans started send-
ing limes in large quantities in 1938
Easimh& 'E:I uction had stopped
by Wor ar [l. The people who
lived on these islands depended
upon seafood, lobster and fish o
supplement their income from the
lime growves.

Q. Are there any key lime trees on
your land?

A. Oh, there are a few up in the in-
terior of the island

. One final question before we
end this interview. How would you
like to be remembered by the peo-
ple of Miami?

A I'm not a great person. I'm a
very private person. | don't picture
myself as hth% a great contributor,
But one thing I've done, I've been
helpful to people in need out here.
It's like the story of the Good Same-
aritan. I've tried to lend aid o the
needy,

frmirned om Pege 19)

He fired at a big brave going into the nearby dwellin
house and the return volley echoed with Thompson's
own cry. His forehead ran with blood, He :Jdmged

the fourth window, which also overlooked the Indians
ransacking his house, This ime the meddened savages
lodged & musket ball in Thompson's foot. From the top
of the lantern platform Thoampson fired again and again.

The Final Word

In 1824 Mrs. Mary Ann Davis of 51 A tine bought 175 acres on the point
of Key Biscayne, forming Cape Florida The seller was Ralphael Andreu, step-
son of Pedro Fornella to whorm the tract had been geanted by the English gover-
ror in 1800, Walter Davis, Se., explored the eastern coast of the land and se-
lected property at the south end. In 1827 he deeded three acres on the south-
Euf]:irnln! o the U.5. Government for & lighthouse and a lower and keeper's
welling,

THH.FEQ3 Davis, 5r., asked Ralph Munrog if he could stop erosion around
the three acres of land he had deeded 1o the government. Munroe did stop
the erosion and reclaimed most of an acre. A gale in 1895 wrecked what had
been done

lsrael Lafayeite Jones, Known as Pahson Jones, helped Munroe with the
clearing and acted as caretaker, Pahson come from Carolina and worked
&t the Peacock Inn. He married a Nassauvian named Moselle and the couple
had two sons, Sir Launcelol and King Arthur, whom Moselle addressed with
their full titles. Joseph Mensch's tape of Sir Launcelot opens this issue,

Hattie Carpenter is rnultlntﬁ_a refurn visil io Update. In the November, 1887,
isswe she told the story of her mother, Mrs. Siephen Van Rensselaer, who
packed up her possessions in 1900 when her husband died in Columbus, OH,
and moved with her five children to Miami. Hattie, the oldest, speculates on
what life will be [ike in 2153 The tape was recorded in 1953, Hattie died
three years after the taping.

Rose Connett Richards, whose territory runs from south Dade County to u
per Keys, gels around down there almost as miuch as did James Archer Smith,
the Homestead doctor who was known by everyone in Homestead, and who
died in 1982 at the age of O1. Rose has provided Update with a charming
account of ihe girlhood acquaintance with Mrs. Charles Deering and, in another
issue, a biography of the aviairix Annetie Gipson Way,

Muriel M. Curtis, who admits to a love affair with Key Biscayne, where she
lives, relates some of its more violent early history. She ranges from the time
of Charles ¥ of Spain to Ponce de Leon cruising through the Bahamas in the
spring of 1513. By the 18003 activity had picked up considerably, what with

Indians and pirates
m-a-m
gigantc sfove.

he tortures of Hell could be mild compared to the
torment that followed. The evening breezes whipped the
to flames this way and that; there was no escaping them
and both men were being seared, Once again mp-
SOT'S Ieiwa_r. hit, Glass from the lenses shot through the
air, slashing in every direction. It was impossible to put
out the smolderinig sparks in their clull%.

HE ™,

in the process the injured leg was severdy cut by jagged

fragments from the mﬂncﬂngﬁl:m .

As the warm sun slipped mfllli mainland across
mirrored Biscayne Bay Thompson bandaged his
wounds with strips of his shirt and thought hopelessly
about what would surely follow a5 soon as the sun sand.
Thampson painfully hobbled down the stairs and shook
Carer stiff with fear. In the quick darkness that follows
the tropical sunset Thompson saw a fickering brilliance
that could mean only one thing: fire set against the doos
of the 1ower.

As they climbed 1o a precarious refuge on the lantemn
platform, stumnbling with the weight of the reserve k
of powder, extra musket balls, an axe and a canteen o
water, Thompson planned to chop away the wooden
statrcase behind them to avoid pursuit

Before the smoke could hide their ascent Carter was
wounded severely and Thompson was shot in his good
foot, The job of destroving the stairs was done for
Thompson when some I{)U Ezlluns of oil in the light-
howse ignited and the tower became the chimney of a

In the midsi of this Satanic misery Carter died. This
was the final blow for Thompson and he decided 1o end
everything and at the same time take some of the bBlood-
thirsty Indians with him.

He dropped the powder kep info the inferns below
and instantly the lighthouse became a gigantic cannon
belching a 30-foot flame into the night air.

As fate would have it, Thompson was rendered un-
consclous for only a short time. [t was a miracle the
lighthowse atill stood, but the real miracle was that the

5, Schooner Motlo, some 12 miles at sea, witnessed
the titanic blast and sailed into the Cape to help.

For 28 hours Thompson was stranded on the inac-
cessible platform of pain before he was rescued and
taken to Key West for hospitalization

Prad bscrasdim: | Dree . HEF B BASE, 10113 PO HASF, o8 3153 P a:
12 B 1B HASF, e aden; 8 | . PR Mo
- ::; LS 158157 MLSF, 1o P

SRR Rl e 0% Tenach b e 1 e

ERTE- 118 1 MASE, K-S X P, 11 HAEF, LHLB




fCarrrrasnl frerm Priglei- &1

Andy and his crew:
from left to right Tina
Bucuvalas, George
ﬂhiﬁﬁ, Jim Omahen,
Dan Killian, Andy Brian,
Dawn Hugh, Becky
Smith and Dan Markus.

Andy believes that quality exhibitions use artifacts to
tell a story in an enjoyable leamning environment. To pro-
duce the sophisticated presentations the public has come
(o expect required an upgmdiﬁ of the shop's tools. To-
day the shop is capable of producing an entire exhibi-
thon from display cases 1o copy blocks, and when it's
deemed cost effective, entire exhibitions are produced
in house

Andy considered M4 *5*H 1o be his mesi challeng-
ing exhibition. “We had to deal with objects af varying
scale, from a helicopter to 8 Good Conduct medal and
| think we were very successful * He also found the
Miam! River exhibition very satisfying, "It brought 1o-
gether content and environment and spoke well of local
history.”

Andy's Istest challenge will be the organtzation of
the Museum's very special exhibition, Audubor: The
South Floride Prints. This exhibition of approximately
100 prints from the Museum's complete set of John
James Audubons Birds of Amerfca, will be the largest
display of prints every undertaken in Florida. "I'm real-
ly looking forward 1o this one,” he explains. ~In addi-

~ _:‘.--.- - - .7.'|.-_ L= -
tion to highlighting one of South Florida's premier col-
lections, i will give us an opporiunity 1o explore Au-
dubon's impact in our region.’

Az with the other places he's worked, the Museum
aleo uses Andy's expertise in areas other than exhibi-
thons. His current responsibilitles include supervising
curatorial staff, Tina Bucuwvalas, Folklife, Rebecca Smith,
Archive and Library Collection and Dan Markus, Object
Collection.

Far the future Andy is focusing more on collection
cvwrih, which will in turn support higher qua]ilgr K-
{bitions. FEEE{lin%Iun his role in the Museum, Andy

observed, "While the exhibitlon program is the mos

public aspect of my job, the most important may be the

development and supervision of a quality collection pro-
ram

On June 3, 1988, Andy and his crew will have
worked their magic again and trensformed the Special
Exhibition Gallery for Audubon: The South Florida
Prints. 1, for one, can hardly wait

TIM SCHMAND

7 Swanson Printing inc.
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Welcome to Downtown Miami!
When the Dells sailed into the palm-fringed mouth of the Miami River on March 3, 1896, the
captan proudly announced “Miarm!”

“Where?” John Sewell asked, astounded. Miami was little more than a scraggly excuse for a village
then. But Sewell had been sent by Henry Flagler to build a town, and build 1t he did. In 1933, Sewell
retold Miami's wet-behind-the-ears years in his personal memoirs. He wrote, as he put it, “from the
inside of the ring.” Miami Memoirs is a new limited edition of Sewell’s story and is now available
with hundreds of rare and previously unpublished photos. The book has been compiled by noted
historian Arva Parks. It has been commissioned by Professional Savings Bank of M with support
of the Historical Association of Southern Flonda. It's the book of the season — for corporate or
f*;lrnﬂ].r gifts, avatlable Decernber 10. Order now and your copies will be autographed.

Miami Memoirs
« Hundreds of rare early-day photos « Available at all locations of :
« Limited edition hard-cover - perfect l'ﬂ:rfes:si::-nnl Savings EanlE -
for gift-giving E{E:urll}r ?nvwg; tl]almkl:]H [: storical
o $28.95 (mail order add $2) Order useum in the Metro-Dade

. I I "_ 1
prior to November 30 - your copies Cultural Center

will be autographed
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Historical Assoclation U5, Postage
of Southern Florida FAID

101 West Flagler Street Miami, Floridas
Miami, FL 33130 Permit No. 608

Address Correction
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Discover the Past
at the
Historical Musem's

Indies Company Store

Offering an extensive selection
of books, replicas, prints, children's toys, and
folk arts from south Florida and around the Caribbean
g e I Hsmml Mezro-Diade Culioral Cemer
e MUSEUM : M, Pl 19130
AR (M8} 378 h482

NEW

FLORIDA
BESTSELLERS

CALL TOLL FREE
{Florida) 1-800-826-8886
(Matonwide)1-800-874-7777

Mail to:

Soath Star Puldishing Cosmpay
st Difficn B 655, Gaineavile, F1, X003
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