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AROUND THE MUSEUM

I was asked recenily 1o be a pant of a commitiee invalved
in the preparation of an exhibition scheduled to open in
1990, The exhibitbon, MOSAIC: Jewlsh Life in Floridas,
was concetved a5 part of the Columbus Quincentenary
Jubilee in 1992. This occasion will celebrate the voyages
of & ,evendsinwhich Spanish and Poftuguese ews
%?;,Izd a significant, some might even say a pivotal, rale.
exhibition will not be confined to the Jewish sadors,
mapmakers and bankers who contribuded to the success of
the voyages, but will examinethe furiher waves of plonees-
ing Jews who came (o Florida n the enswing five hundred
viears o make their foriune or, someiimes, simply (o save
thedr Eves.

It occurred to me as | a8t in the commiltes meeting (hat,
although in this cohemn we have encountered many of the
people whose talens and funclions are necessary ele-
ments in the comples operations of the museum, we have
never watched them working together In what is one of
their fundamenial tasks: the preparation and preseniaiion
of an exhibition. So, from tme to time in the next couple
of years | will report on the progress of the MOSAIC:
Jewlsh Life In Flortda exhibition.

By the time | attended the first meeting of the Miami
Task Force, the MOSAIC project was well under way. The
name itsel has mubiple meanings: the Biblical assocation
with Moses, reverberant with echoes of {Hghis to freedom
and the handing down nd'e:l';tﬂlﬂ:tupw. and the iiny tles
that together make & piciure. h meanings appdy, for
MOSAIC s aboud fights to freedom, from fifteenth centurny
Spain to contemporary Latin America and the Soviet Union.
And 4 is also about tles. hiamd is one of nine “tlles” in the
mosabe that will present a ploture of Jewish life in Flodda,
The others are Broward . Sarasota, Tallahassee,
end Tampa. Each community has a task force; David
MesnekofTis chalfing ours. The awesomejob of coordinat-
ing all nine 1ask forces belongs to avibrant woman named
Marnda Zedvitz, who heils from Allamonde Springs.

HASF representatives Marcla and Lew Kan-
ner, Lee Aberman, and Dr. Howard Zwibel at
MOSAIC's planning meeting In Miami.

MOSRIC is a joint project of the Central Agency for Jewish
Education, the Samue] and Helene Soref Jewish Commu-
nity Cemter, Perlman Campus, and the Untversity of Miami,
Judaic Studies Program, gims (o create a visual
and written legacy of Flodda Jewdsh history. Toaccompish
this, It will employ a multi-media traveling exhibition re-
flecting a number of faceis of the Jewish experience in
Florda. The exhibition will be displayed in all the Sie”
communities from 199010 1992, the year of the Columbes
Chineentenary Jubdee. A seres of monographs on com-
mimity histodes is ved tn order (o prowvide a portraft of
the dual process of acculturation and ethnic distinctiveness
characieristic of 1he Jewish experence. Each of the "uls”
commumnities will host a varety of educational, cultural and
gala events emphasizing uniqueness of each, Among the
stated goals of the MOSAIC project is the hope that these
{oontinued on page 14)
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AIRSHIPS
OVER
SOUTH
FLORIDA

BY J. GORDON VAETH

1. Gordon Waeth ks Director of Satellde
Operations, Mathonal Environmental
Sateliite and Data Information Sery
jce, More importanily, he is a former
blimp piol stationed ai Richmond
Rirbase.

Airships have been a pan of the
South Flodda scene for seventy years.
.5, Nawvy B-type and C-type blimps
began Mying from KeyWest as early as
1918-1 ¢ Bedass, first of the
Navy's operational airships, was little
more than a single-engine airplane
fuselage slung beneath a rubbedzed
codton bag filled with explosive hydro-
?-cn ls wolume of about 80,000 cubic
eel was one-third that of today's
Goodyear advenising bimp.

Blimp operations af the Naval Base,
By West, and also at Pensacola, wene
gradually phased out in the 1920s
until there were ondy two blimps left
im the Navy's alecralft tlnveniory, These
were both based at Lakehurst, New
Jersey. The service had dedded fo
concentrate on the much [arger —
and what It consldered the muchmaore
promising — dgld-type aleships.
"Rlgids,” so called because they con-
talned a rgid skeleton or framewark
(non-rigid atrships, or bimps, do not)
offered large payicads. long ranges,
and extended endurances: in shod,
perdomance worthy of a naval scout,
In particular, the Navy was focusing
s Hghier-than-aif budgetary and
AN powWer fesources on the news bwin
airships, US55 AKRON and USS MA-
CON, which would take 1o the air in
1531 and 1933,

It was expected thit these n'éid
airships, each 785 leat long, 132 feet
wide, andwith a volume of 6,500,000
cubic feet of fireproof helium gas,
wiould panticipale in Fleel exercises in
the Cardbbean. To suppar them in
these operations, the Navy erecied a
mooring mast & the Naval Avation
Reserve Base, Opa-locka, norhwest
of Miami, The exisience of this masi
inevitably brought both alrships 1o
South Flodda.

The USS Akron at
mooring mast in Opa-
locka, three days
before it crashed in
New Jersey, killing
seventy three people.

The AEKROMN amived In January
1833, mooring while en route be-
tween Lakehurst and Guanianamo
Bay, Cuba. March of the same year
saw the AKRON use Opa-locka again
for a stopover each way betwesn
Lakehurst and Panama. Thai time,
the AERON operated for almost a
week from the Feserve Base, giving
the local dtizensy a chandce 10 see her
in the air as as on the ground.
They would never see the ship again.
The next month she crashed at seain
a sform off New Jersey taldng sevendy
ihree Hves.

Her sisier, the MACON flew fiom |
from her home base, the Naval Air
Statbon, Sunnyvale, California (now
Moffret Fleld), to Opa-locka n April
1934, Ower the Souhwest, she en-
coundered severe turbulence and sof-
fered struchural damage.

The cockpit of the USS
Macon, moored In Opa-
locka, 1934.
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Crowds flocked to see these massive airships.

The damage to the MACON was
repatred while she rode 10 the mast &
Opa-locka, Howewer, sudden and
viplent wind shifis. thunderstiorms,
and heavy rains made the ship's
behawvior on the field uncerain and
difficudt 1o control, Things were not
helped a1 all by the mosquitoes and
snakes that inhabited the terrain. Mot
s0 personally threatening tothe créw,
butpmer.ﬂuindmgnnmslnihe ship's
gas cells, were the local owls. Seek-
ing shelter, they found their way into
the MACONs interior and took up
residenceinthe grid-work inside. Op-
emunrgmnnl' a-locka, the MACOHN,
afer fresng its 1ast owl over Jamaica,
engaged in manewvers between that
island and the Canal Zone and off of
Pueno Ricoin May. She returned 1o
California later that month. In Febru-
ary 1835, she would struciurally col-
lapse in fight and go down In the
Pacfic at the cost 10 w0 lves.

Another rigid airship o use Opa-
locka was Germany's -trotling
GRAF ZEPPELIN. Ona “triangle Bight™
from Germany (o Brazil (o the United
States and back to Germany —a fight
saluted by commemorative slam
issued by the U.5, Post Office — the
famows airship st down on the Flor-
ida field for about 13 hours. [is
commander, Dr. Hugo Eckener, talked
about indiating an airship senvice be-
tween Miaml and Europe.

While a1 Opa-locka, the GRAF
ZEPPELIN gave Floridians alook at an
orninous symbol from overseas: the
HAZ! swastika. It was emblazoned
on one side of the abrship's vertical
fins. Eckener, an ant-NAZT who
considered his ship profaned by hav-
ing to carry the swasiika, went out of
his way to keep “the hooked cross” in
shadow or shade while flying in
American skies,

The commerdal Zeppelin service
between Germany and Flodda never
materialized. The fery destruction in
1937 at Lakehirst, Mew Jersey, of the
hydrogen-filed HINDENBURG, fiol-
bowe-up to the GRAF, ended all pros-
pects. The HINDENBURG operated
into and oul of Lakehurst under the
terms of a Navy permit which also
E::z'.'lded forthe use cf Opa-lockaasa

b-up landing ske. Had the HIN-
DENBURG needed to use Opa-locka,
it would have cost Hs operators 3100
for each day it was moored (here

With the loss of the AKRON and
MACON, the U.5. Navy became inter-
ested agaln in the less controversial
and smaller nonngid airship, the
blimp. While the Navy had been

pursidng “rigids,” the Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Company had been busy
badiding and flying “nonsigids.” Inthe
19205 and 1530s, Goodyear had
developed a fleet of company blifmps
and given them names of yachis thai
had defended America's sesslon
of the Amerca’s Cup. EI;.IIGJG‘,*BE'S
MAYFLOWER, PURITAN, RELIANCE,
and VIGILANT winiered in Florda,
ranging all over the State, and wvisiting
Havana. 54. Petersburg built a mu-
nicipal hangar, 140" x 60' x B0, for
them. The cty of Miami purchased
and relocated another, 250' x 120" x
70, rom the Navy al Key West,

Goodyear's experience in design-
ing and building biimps was put (o
good use by the Mawy In the late
15305 when the threal represenied
by Hitler was recognized and
Germany's reconstifution ofits U-Boat
arm became known. BEmps had
served valuably tn Word War [l for
amisshmarne pairol and convoy
escorts. As the NAZ] U-Boat flxfllas
wene formed, the Unlted States be-
gan iis buildup of forces o counter
them.

The Navy's Bureau of Aeronautics
contracted with Goodyear io budld a
prototype antisubmanine airship. This
proved to be the E-ship — Nawy des-
ignation ZPE — 250 Fw long, con-
taining 400,000 cubic [Emi:tl ni heliurm,
and.mngla‘agamn 10, Iis range
wias 1,500 miles or better, is speed
arourd 65 knots. A sturdy, forgiving.
and reliable girship —said by manyto
have been the best ever — the "K°
was adopted and more than 130were
built as Amerca's naval sirength grew
before and afler the war with Ger-
many.

Alrship confrals, ca. 1930,




The Blimp hangar at the Naval Alr Station, Richmond, was
destroyed In a fire that raged during the 1845 hurricane.

Pilots and air crewmen had io be
trained and operating bases estab-
lished. Because of the shipplng in the
Strakts of Flordda, that area was can-
sidered a potential “happy hunting

round” for enemy submarines. This
ed 10 the establishmeni of &8 major
alrship base southwesi of Miamd at
Blchmond, Florida. There were other
major alrship bases along the Eastern
and Gulf Coasts. Except for Lakehurst,
hub of the Nawy's lighter-than-air ac-
tivity, the Maval Alr Station, Richmond,
was the most important. Home pon

This view of the Graf Zepplin Includes the
swastikas which were located on the port slde i1he
of the ship's vertical fins.

for Blimp Sguadron 21 and Fleet Alr-
ship Wing 2, it was the overhaid bage
for bllmp squadrons n the Gulf of
Mexico and Carbbean. lis impor-
tance was reflecied by the fact that it
had three 1,000-foot-long hangarsin:
stead of the customary two.

The walers off Flofda proved 1o
B2 ahothed of German U-boat activ-
ity. The K-ship of Squadron 21, sup-
plemented by a couple of hall-again
larger-in-voleme M-type bimps, were
continuoushy on patrol inthe 1943-45
perod. On July 18,
1943, these patrols
resulled inone of the
most wnusual hadtles
of Woedd War I
Richmond's K-74
CAme upon a sur-
faced U-boat, U-134,
and attacked it to
prevent it from tor-
priedoing two nearby
merchant ships. The
ensuing nighttime
running gun baile,
urbgue in naval his-
tory, between blimp
and U-bost ended
when the K-74 was
shot down and the
submarine hadiore-
fum 1o base owing
o machine gun
damage toits Chrick-
diving tanks. Had
145 depth
bombs not hung up

as (he airship passed direcily ower the
submarine’s deck, the encounter might
have had a different ending.

During those war years, bEmps
operating out of Richmond, procesd-
ing to and from thelr patrol ancas,
were a common sight, Mot all were
on antisubmarine missions, some
were merely passing through, asihey
wiere ferrled to or from U.5. Nawvy air-
ship bases in the Cardbbean or as far
soiith as Brazl HeyWest's Meacham
Fleld, today Bs Imernational Alrpod,
was home ai the time o BLIMPAS-
TRALANT (Blimp Antsubmarine
Tradning Detachmend, Atlantic Fleet)
which operated with “fdendly” sub-
marines in the area to ghee alrshipmen
practice in using their radar, magnetic
detection equipment, and sonobieoys
in submarine detection and tracking.
HLIMF&STW?M housedinthe
adjoining Marello Towers and pic
tiores of i are on display in the Towers,

When the war was over, the perod
of intensive U.5. Nawy airship activity
in Southern Florida ended. As il to
write a condushee finish, at the Maval
Alr Station, Richmond, all three han-
gars, l§s alrships, and a large number
of airplanes that had sought refuge
there, were destroyed by a hurfcane
n 1945, Even g0, airship operations
of an experimental or research and
development nadure continged in the
Hey'West area at the Maval Alr Station,
Boca Chica. But in 1961, the Nawy's
alrship program was terminated in =
entirety.

Mow, after seventy years only
adwewﬂniﬂrs&dps remain in south
Flodda's skdes,

The rear lower vertlcal fin of
bath the USS Macon and
the USS Akron conftalned a
cabin area. This view of the
Macon shows the cabin
area and the small car on
which I rested.




THE YOUNG
MAN AND
THE SEA

BY ROSE CONNETT RICHARDS

The frst boxer 1o draw a Bve mil-
lion dofar gate, young Jack Dempsey
had finally lost the wordd heawpweight
title. It was Seplember 1926 in Phila-
delphia when the ten-round decision
wend 10 ayounger Gene Tunney. The
Manassa Mauler [Dempsey was bom
in Manasss, Colorado) had been center
stage front to an adoring nation since
he had knocked out Jess Willard in
1919, Mow he was tred of all the
hoopla. The elegant new Roney Flaza
Hotel had recently opened on Miarmd
Beach, What better place to rest than
by the soothing ocean - the very same
siea that was soo0n (0 lay ke lower
than Tunney. 5o he packed his wind-
up Victrola, some favorite records and
headed dewen to Miami.

[Eck Peacock was a prize Eght
fanatic who newver missed an impor-
tant bowt i he could help B, In the
19205 that meant along, tiring train or
car riche 10 a distant Gy from his home
in Coconut Grove but he didn't mind.
He was kn of the pioneer Peacocks
who seflled along Biscayme Bay in

The Roney Plaza, an
Ideal place for the
former Heavy Welght
Champion of the
Warld to rest alter a
gruelling fight.

Jack Dempsey posing with fishing companions after a day on

the water. (Fram lefl
Judge Frank Blanton, Ju
unknown, Dick Rice, bick
Roberts, Ca

1875, and one of his closest friends
was calorfid Miarnd atiorney Fred Pine.
Many aflemoons they gathered with
fiends in the local Growve Bar, where
the day's happenings were sorted out
and numerous fishing trps planned
while they tossed back a few. Itwas
inevitabie that one fall day in 1926
Dempsey's name came up. Dick Pea-
cack knew his bdol was in lown - it was
in all the newspapers - and he'd

amything to meet him. As theyt

over the plans for a deep-sea fishing
trip, Dick wished owt loud that he

-
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right) front row: Fred Pine, unknown,
e Tom Norlleet, Jack Dempsay,
eacock. Back row: George

ptain Jim Thompson, Charles Veber.

could ask Dempsey to go with them.
But he reasoned that the celebrity was
here o gel away from K all and of
course it would be mposing on his
?rt'.racl.rm bother him. The lawnger in
red Pine, warmed by some 80-proal,
spake up, "Hey, | dont have any
problermn with caling him. All he can
doissay 'Mo'l™ And 5o he did and the
champ said why yes he'd love to go
{ishing bot to keep it quiet. He wanted
1o avoid the press and he admon-
ished them, "Don't tell anyone!”

{(continued on pagel3)
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LeJeune Road is one of Dade County's busiest North-South thoroughfares,

beginning at the north end of Old Cutler Boad and extending

Coral

Gables, Miaml, past the alrport and ending somewhere In the far reaches of

Hialeah. Recording to the State Department of T

ransportation, approscimately

36,991 vehicles cross Elghth Street and LeJeune Road each day. It Is unlikely
that many of these drivers are aware of the road's namesake, Charles A.

Lejeune, who was also known as:

THE LITTLE FRENCHMAN

BY HELEN SPACH

Charfes A LeJeune was bom of
well-to-do French parends on March
14, 1878, in Verviers in eastern Bel-
ghum. He was educated at the best
schools in Europe, attending colleges
iri Pards, Bonne and Hes ,wihere
he majored in horiculture. To com-
plete his education he spent several
vears traveling around the world.
During those years he leumeﬁ o
5 several languages. amongihem

, which he learmed in Ireland.
Years [ater he still spoke English with
a defightful French and Insh accent.

wune was keendy Intenested in
the agrdculiure and solls of every
coundry he visied, The tropical cli-
mate and vegetation of the South Sea
Islands and Bomeo opened a whole
new world 1o him. After in
Vancoiwver, W on, he ided
to make his home inthe United Siates
if he could find the dimate suiable for
his hoicubtural work, The cimate
nearest 1o that of the South Sea ls-

lands seemed 1o be on the southem
tip of Florida. He leamed all he could
& the state, then, in 1901, came
10 see for himsell

Soulh Florda was even more than
he had d. He mowved info a
downiocwn hiodel and spemt his
days wisiting orange and grapafruit
groves, trech-gardens, tomalo and
sirawberry felds. He talked with
mursenyrmen and frult-groweers, stud-
bed the solls of the sandy pinelands
and the hammocks, searching always
for acreage to purchase. This, he de-
cided was where he wanted to Bve.

Heb-mghl 140 acres of high sandy
gland four miles wesi of Coconut

rove, A log house on the ]ghr?z?zm.'
feced a narrow dirl road. lirt
road, now Leleune, marked the east-
ern boundary of his property. The
souih boundary was along what is
now Bird Road, the west was Ander-
son Road, and Coral Way was the

norh. The Coral Gables City Hall now
sits an the northeast corner of the
propemy.

Lefeune’s manager and a crew of
Black laborers cleared the fand for a
dirus grawve. He dedded to f st
of the and in ahﬂwﬂtl o md]hzss
pink-meat grapefruit nonhern
markets were demanding. He also
planted Hing and Valenda oranges,
tangerines, kmes, lemons and some

mn the land w?: covered uﬂthz
long straéght rows of tiny 5
became 50 excied abowt Emm
that ke moved oul of his hotel into 2
two-story frame house he had buif 1o
replace the log house. Helandscaped
thee grounds, planting tropical lowers
and shrubs, vines and a row ol mango
trees along the front near the road.
Two of these old mango trees have
withstood the march of progress and
many hurmfcanes 1o stand bra i
front of a modern apanment
near the corner of Santander, A coral
rock wall, bullt from the rock on the

y when itwas cleared, siood in

nﬂh&e Iwﬂ?ma;'qﬂ trees and

WS Lorn down a few years ago
when It became a traffic hazard.

In 1918 he engaged a veteran of
Word War I, Mr. C. Stanley Toms, 1o
ad as general manager and i
sor of the grove. Since Mr, Leleune

Helen 5 i5 a retired Dade Cotnty
Public ool 1eacher and long time
Miami sesident, who kngw Chasies
Lefeune.
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Cltrus Groves along Coral Way, the northern edge of LeJeune's property.

was a bachelor, he invited Mr. and
Mrs, Toms (o Ive with him and thus
began a life-long fMendship.

LCharibe, as his friends called him,
wis a gmall man no more than five
feet tall and he baredytipped the scales
gt 125 pounds. He had to have his

sife and shoes made to order foe
him. His hair was blond and wawvy.
His continental manners dung to him
all his life. Charfie wasa man of many
inderests, he loved pets and kept two
of three bulldogs, several peacocks
and furkeys around (he place. He also

D, C 187 = Masrick Park and City Hall, Coral Gobles, Fle.

owwned several fine rding horses which
he kept stabled in Coconut Grove. He
glso enjoyed drving, and he once
owned a Marmon: one of the high
performance cars of the tme. He

(continued oo page 12)

Coral Gables'
Clty Hall stands
on land that
LeJeunea had

lanted In cltrus
rees.




U P D AT E

COFFEE, TEA OR MILK -

THE EARLY YEARS

BY ROSE CONNETT RICHARDS

“Miss Madeline Moon repont to Op-
ergions!” came the message.

The Mght operations boss told the
25 wear old fight hostess that Wil
Rogers was flying Eastern Air
Transpon’s Fing from Miamd to
Richmond. . It was 1931 and the
humorst had dled Eastern officials by
agitating for parachutes beneath each
pPASSENEer's Seat 4% & safely measure
Madelinz's job was 10 expiain to him
whyitwasn't feasible, Oncethe plane
wis airbome she walked back and sat
beside him. He Bstened thoughtfully
as she went through her spiel, then he
drawlad, "Well, | can undesstand the
company 5 viewpainl. It would be
ke asking a passenger for his name,
address and where he wants the body
sentl” Monetheless, the parachute
issue was dropped from Hoger's fu-
fure cohimns.

Eastern Alr Trans

rt stewardesses In thelr winter unlforms.

Madeline Moon Sternberg Is third from right.

Will Rogers was only one of the
celebrties whom Madeline Moon
Stemnberg met during her tenure as
one of Eastern's firsl stewardesses.
There was handsome Prince Vo Li-
chtenstein of the tiny European pring-
palily, who came (o leam Ameican

Marlon Aldrin, Blll Pawley and Madellne Moon just prior to
Madeline's first flight In a 'Condor."”

business methods, and bnd-deal He-
len Keller with her companion Pally
Thompson, When they stopped in
Balirmore and the engines were shist
down, Miss Feller walked all around
the outside of the plane feeling it with
her hands. That wasn't (0o difficudt as
the bi-wing Curtiss Condor held only
1B passengers.

Miamian Bill Pawley was respon-
sible for Sternberg’s Bight caresr. A
close family friend, he was president
of North American fviation’s Cisban
division when he visitied the Moons
on an cvemnight trip from Cuba. He
had 1o be in Washington on business
the next day, and he asked Madeline
and her sister Mardon, "Wouldn't you
girls like 10 take a trip o Washingion
tondght? We'll be back tomorow.”
Madeline was enthusiasticc She'd
never lown in a big plane belore,

Maron didn't want to go. Her hus-
band, Eugene Aldrin, had stared the
aviation dhvision of Standeard Oi. She
had fust accompanted him when he
ferried cne of the company planes to
Europe by boat, then fewto 1.2 coumn-
tdes as a publidiy stunt to show off
the equidpment.

Madefine's excitement over the
proposed Bght overwhelmed Maron's
reluctance, so the two sisters flew (o
Washingion with Fawley. The die
was casi, Upon her returmn, Madeline

Rose Connett Richards regularly cap-
tures south Florda's diversity for the
pages of Update,
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The Curtiss Condor crusied at 2,000 feet, plodding along at 120 mph.

applied for a job as air hostess and
was acoepled.

Though the girls' father had been a
different sort of sloy pilot, taking young
Madeline, Maron and brother Robent
o lve at his Ludtheran mindstry on Cor-
regidor, the family was air ofdented.
Marion's son Buzz Aldrn was (o be-
come one of the astronauts on bodh
Gemind 12 and Apallo 11 moan mis
sfons, Sternberg tresures a photo of
Buzz on the moon nseribed, "Te it
Mad with lowe and best wishes, Buzz,”
Before the Gemini mission he asked
hiz aunt If she had something she
woidd Eke (o send o the moon. The
only thing Madeline could come up
with was & one dallar bill. The pre-
dgous dodlar went to the moon not
orly via Gemind, but again on Apallo
11. Now framed in her study, il is
am&%mphzd by all of ithe crews.

en asked if the alr hostesses of
her day were chosen because they
were preity, B2 year old Stemberg
explains that # was necessary 10 be
:I::S;;chwse efthe load l’ar!-:nr,'l::;
] ey was npl B pre-requi-
Gife. “Smwa:uiLE.E then were hired
toencourage more womentofly. Too
many rmen wanied (o fiy on business
irips but were held back by wives. We
were selected for Fﬁ. :rn;.ﬂllﬁﬁpnks
on radio.” Eaﬁ";?:',,;gg eothoAeil e Comfort was a basic element of the Condor's smoking com-
concepl of air travel to resons. partment.
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The pilot dimbed from 2,000 to
3,000 feet. This was before nstru-
ment fiying. In fac they hired a man o
traiin the pilots in instruments while |
wis there, When the pilot went o
3,000, the other engine went oul and |
we gided. hhadaten - 10 - one gliding
ratico and was like a kite. The couniry
was very wooded around there bat
we came 1o two tobacco fields with
Just a fenice in between, 50 he landed.

“The passengers disembarked in
the field and then the co-pilot re-
moved the engine cowling and all
these litle greasy bits of "oankcase™
fell 1o the ground and all the
passsengers delightediy plcked up a
plece for a sourendr totake home. We
were driven to an emergency feld
The pllct had radioed for another plane
and |t arrived by the ime we god there
{0 take we on to Washington.”

Only the Condor's manewrserabll-
iy andthe pliod's expertise saved them
when the economy oll caused both

At

This photograph promoted Atlantlc Eitz Hew Jersey, as a va- engines to fafl on another occaston
cation destination. All the models in this plcture were early The young hostess looked out of the
slewardesses. {continued on page 12)
Sternberg has publicty photos of the — R— "‘1‘_*
eight young flight hostesses in bathing

suits and beach attire standing beside

the Condor in Atlantic City.

“Colfee, Tea, ar Milk?" The re-
freshment query began in those early
days of commercial aviation. "Each
girl, and there was only one 10 each
u'?'m:ﬁ. boarded wuﬂ'h :wnahté;mncses
af bolling waler, Chir Was a
smmall tggle tn the ]:rII:E's compan-
ment,” recalls Sternberg.

The moming flighis offered instant
coffee and doughnuts. Altemoon
fights served tea and cooldes. Host-
esses passed oul cigarettes In the
smoking “loge,” visited with the nere- |
ouig, hedd bables and made a fourth
hand a1 bridde when needed. |
The Condars plodded along at 120
miles per hour at a cndsing altftude of
2000 feel. Thelr roule was from
Mewark, Mew Jersey, to Richmend,
'u:%‘fnia. There were two round trip

fighis datly to Washingion. "1 always
Felt totally safe in the Condors, though
we did have two Inddents thal misht
have ended badly,” Sternberg remem-
bers.
“As an ol economy measure the
company was expermenting with the
use of reclatmed cil and i was Causing
a lot of engine faiures. One Sunday
afternoon an a fight from Fichmand
ioWashington, allihe passengers were
women except ong, An engine failled
and the plang shook. The male pas-
sengerlocked back at me 50 weni up
and he said, ‘lsn’t there something

with that engine? and [ re-
plied, '11mnh|h!;ﬂ|[-:: i;ugcdngm make
AN ST i { choey't worry,
ﬂﬂ.,.,fﬁ; :.‘.ru be :Egﬁghl_' e The Instrument panel and control stick of a Curtiss Condor.
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Florida
Historical Society
Book
Awards

BY ZANNIE MAY SHIPLEY

When the Flodda Historical Sod-
ety held its annual meeting in Miamiin
May 1988, two book awards were
presented by the sodety: the Remben
W. Patrick Memoral Award for the
best book published on Flodda his-
tory was awarded posthumously 10
Dr.]. Leltch Wright, Ir., for Creeks and
Seminoles: Destrucion and Regen-
eration of the Muscogulge People
and Dy, Charfion'W, Tebeau presented
}ht Tf-'b-t-l‘:nd award for aéhui b&ﬁdgznk

of young Yo rea 1o
Fobert Hawk for Florida's Army:
Militia, State Troops and Natlonal
Guard. 1585 - 15,

The Pairick Award memonalizes
Professor Rembert W, Pairick, former
editor of the Florida Historical Quar-
terly. The Tebeau award honors Dy,
Chardton W, Tebeau, emeriius profes-
sor, University of Miami, editor of
Tequesta, former president of the
Flodda Historcal Sodety and chaner
member of HASE.

The frst Patrick award was ghen
1o Polly Rediced of Miami Beach for
herbook, The Billion Dallar Sandbar
in 1970, The following year Dr, Te-
beau won the Patdck award for his
History of Florida. When presented
the prize, Dr. Tebeau announced that
he wished to return the check be-
cause he wanted to establish a prize
for the author of a book on a Flordda
subject for young readers. The first
award was ghven in 15973 to Magory
Banlelt Sanger for Billy Bartram and
His Green World.

feontinued from page 8)

lowed good music, which he learned
o appﬂr:uim mm. mdﬁmd a
large ction of phonograph rec-
ords. He had Mr. Toms build a wine-
cellar in which (o store the fine wines
he lEked.

No man was happler than Charlie
Lefeune. The grove needed a lot of
care but with the help of Mr. Toms it
whas fertilized, sprayed, watered and

ected against the winter freezes.
1 was o well-kept and beautiful that
it attracied many visitors. When the
irees began 1o bear, the cop was
shipped north by train from the Coco-
nut Grove Prull Growers' packing
house. Thisiswhat he had waited for.

Then came the Boom, Subsdbd-

slons were springing up all around
the Miami area. Coral Gables was
planned and streets marked off for a
new community. Lois were sold,
homes built, The for prop-
erty pushed (o the very boundaries
of Lefeune’s . George Mermick,
one of his friends and neighbars,
was heading the corporation.
Leleune wasn't worded. Surely
the wild h would move wesl-
ward and southward around his
grove, even though the blueprnis
showed sireets already lald out

lh:wﬁ; his erty. He would
price hi !mdpsr:ﬁbgh they wouldn't
wanl it. His last fruit crop had neted
£50,000. He didnt need money
and he LOVED his grove.

But the day came in 1925 when
he was persuaded (o give it up, The

high-pressured arguments - "an
obstacle o progress,” ~just a matter
of time,” "inevitable in the long run,”
had mare effect then the 1,250,000
offer. The deal was closed. He
recelved a dnmavmﬁnt of
$125 000 and recetve the
balfu!:mem mﬁlhlhll.r paymenis. .

2 ratlon began selling lots
from Impﬂ' plans even before
:htt-uﬂdmarbegm cuiting the way
for the streel. House foundations
were dug as soon as the irees were
ceared away. Lefeune ocould not
bear to walch the destruction. Sick
with grefl he booked passage 1o
Paris to visil his brother, a banker
there, and his twin nieces.

During the summer of 1926 real
eslale sales slowed down and prices
slumped. “just a temporary fufl”
sald the dealers. TheninSeptember
the "1926 Hurmicane™ siruck. That
oid #!

When several months had passed
withiout checks or explanaticns from
Coral Gables, Mr. Leleune made res-
envationsiorefurn. While in Paris he
triedio forget his grove throughlavish
erdenaining, buying expensive gifls
and visiting relatives. e

Two disasters confronted him
upon his return (o Milami: the devas-
tation of the hurdcane and his finan-
clal sifustion. The Coral Gables
Comporation had no money 10 pay
him any of the balance due.

Years of Btigation followed. He
would never get his grove back
Much of his money was spent on
lzwyers who finally arranged a sef-
tlement whereby he was deeded
fifiy iots. They are valuable today,
bin in the late bwenties and e
thirties no one would buy them.,

His qld friends, Mr. and Mrs.
Toms, imvited Mm to Eve with them
in Miamd near the Miamd Biver where
Mr. Toms ran a yacht basin. There
he spent his days quietly, reading,
writing or sometmes watching the

boats along the river from the yach
basin, Letters from Paris wene me-
turned unopened. He was 8 very
prowd man.

A sefous liness sent Leleuns 1o
Jackson Memoral Hospital, Months
passad, bust he grew weaker, He died
on October 3, 1841, In the Charty
‘;’;:dnflhzhm;ﬂld. Hewas B3 vears

Charles A. Le]eune never wanted
the road by his grove 10 be named
Leleune Road. Perhaps it would have
been more appropriately named
Hean-break Lane.

{continuwed from page 11)

Loading the hot water, bis-

cuits, Instant coffee and tea

that were served to

Pnunger: during the early
lights.

window to see high tension wires
above the aircraft as the approached
to land in Washington. Howewver, the
piiet rolled them through and both
engines died simultaneocusly as they
hit the runway.

Eastern’s Traffic Manager . Walter
S . was siationed |n the Co-
lumbus Hotel. It was 1932, his assis-
tani was geiting mamed and he
needed & ent. He and
Madeline had met several months
previously and the chemistry was
there, 5o who betler 1o replace the
departing assistant than Madeline?
He wired to ask i she'd ke to apply
for the job, she recalls, “1 didn't go to

sure I'd get togo.” Five days after her
arrival in Miarmd, she marmed her boss
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(eontired from page 6)

Jack Dempsey en-
Hnﬂeu In a sport only

dan emus as
gither fishing and
boxing.

The next day, as they approached
his door at the Ro Plaza to pick
him up, 1 could the tknmy
strains of Where Is My Wandering
Baoy rngw waded by a soulfud

contralio gthedwﬂﬂnpsz?
sumzdmmwd
hizs maudin cholce in musir.: ami

sheepishly explained that he really
liked that song.

Once aboard the boat they were a
happy group savoring their coup in
getling the champ to join them - and
doubly 50 because he was aheck ol a

- & regular fellow. He mmedi-
told thern, "Don't call me Mr.

Dempsey. Jack is fine.” They had a
cmquzsﬂms about the mechan-

ics of the Aghi e. The fighter ex-
ed hig (e e. “You've gotta
a killer. E‘rﬂtng myy cormer |

a5 the ofher man and say o myself,
Tve gotta kil Mml’ If you don't have
that spirft you won't make | in the
prize fight ring!”

Dick's boat was in the capable
hands of Captain Jim Thompson and
hiz {fwo man crew so the jubflan
buddies pariook of thelr usual sea-
sickremedy, except for Dempsey who
didn't drink, as they slowly trolled the
Gl Stream, wallowing from side to
side in the swells. Thelr guest was
given the honor of first in the fishing
chalr where he boated a mackerel,
thena nice 'cuda. Theythought noth-
ing of it when abown an hour later he
handed the fishing rod to Captain
Thompson saying, “IU's tifme So0me-
one else had a turn.” Such a sporing

fiedlow!
m:lurm.: i paﬂ;;nmi:ﬁ.dfm e
WES A r onthe famous
]Iaw that matiched the green of the
tnrver reel. They continued thetr ldd-
ding around and someone landed a
i wihen finally they noticed they

hadn’t seen their s guest for a
while, Crewman Eobens said he'd
seen him go below 50 Dick Peacock
clectedio checkon him, Inthe cabin
he came upon a sight that would
have delighted his ring opponents.
The great fighter was sprawled on a
bunk, his face " the awfullest color
['ve ever seen,” according to a very
mellow Dick who punched an am
like a tree trunk and needled, ~Put
‘em wp champ, | can whip you!
Eyes dosed. the boxer mumbled,
“Don't even touch me, [ think I'm

I The poor fellow was so
wretched and had sufferedin stlence
for solong that they dedded the only
kind thing to do was 1o go in.

Once he was on soid a
normal tan gradually replaced the
anemic color onthe boxer's lace and
he bravely Ined up with his new
frends for photos. Though he un-
doubledly wished never 10 see
;{ngl;a;“‘mal m;ﬂﬂshl';{m Ea

eht EIELI]:I- Ve
& spedal hanor 50 he gamely held
the stiffened sallfish as though he
had caughs it.

That tale of the mightiest fighter
of his iime K.O'd by the sea made
the round of ihe Grove Bar and Grille
for many & year.

THE FINAL WORD

THANK ¥YOU MARIE

In October of 1979 an issue of Up-
date came ot that represented a greal
leap forward in the design and con-
tent of the magazine. The goal of the
mew design ms!u'prm‘ldt dramatic
wizual " of south Florda's
past. back at it today. the
cover Is stll exciting and the artides
and phod cantain a freshness

Eej WMH the strengiths

unt‘ Updare'’s then new Edior, Marie
Anderson. Mine years and almnm 36
issues later the e sl strives
1o maintain the level of quality Mare
st forth in her Brst issuwe, This past
June Mare asked that someone else
iake over her res es on the
magazine, |lock forward to the chal-
lenge of mainiaining Marde's high
standards.

A MEW LOOK

While the nation struggies with the
dedsion between the two presideniial
candidates, a streggle that ks engen-
dering the same passlon i5 curmently
going on In the graphics design and
editioral depamtments in the Museum.
We're looking to change the design
and name of Update, and it has nod
I::ovzdm be an easy task. The name
les. be:r;“ settled on, Souwth Florida

story Magazine, Among its goals
will be 1o make the magazine mone
regional in nature, but the design has
proved to be a stickler, The
continies. By the ttme one of the
candidates has been inasgurated, the
design will b+ compieted - and in
Febmuary a new magazine will amive
in your mail boe,

The impetus for the new magazine
stems from the Museum's recenthy
acquired desk top publishing system.
This issue of Update was iypeset and
designed on the system, perhaps this
represents another grest leap forward,

THE EMD OF A STORY

In the A Updae, we ran an
anicle gbou “Doc” Dammers
auctioneer for the Coral Gables” Cor-
perelion. Totie upsome ol the loose
deisls abow Doc's Ufe, and death in
thiz cese, Doc Dammers died on March
24, 1930, at his summer home in
Massachusetis.
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(comiinued from page 2)
events will enhance the
feelng of community
within and betwesn the
“tiles.”

The Project Team
cherged with bringing
ihis ambitious program
1o fndlion consisis of ).
Andrew Brian, HASF's
Directar of Exhibits,
Exhibits Designer for
MOSAIC; Dr. Abeaham
J. Gitelson, Associate
Director of the Central
Agency forJewish Edu-
cation, Education Direc-
tor; Dr. Henry A. Green,
Director of the Judalc
Studles Program af the
University of Miamé,
Praject Director; Laura

Hochman, JCC DIfec- pyarcia Zorivitz, MOSAIC'S

State Coordinator, chairing

Fort Lauderdale, Ad- 1

ministrative Directop: a meating In Miami.

and Marda Zervitz, State Coordinator. On the Advisony
Committee are some famiBar names — Randy Nimnicht,
HASEF s Executive Director; Dr. Samuel Procior, Julien C
Yonge Professor of Florida History at the Undversity of
Flodda; Dr, Chadion Tebeau, Professor of History, Emen-
tug, af the Undbversity of Miami; Dr. Paul George, dent
of the Florida Histoncal Socefy: and Diane Lewds, Director
of the Museum of Flodda History, Interesting names that
are new 1o me are Dr. Ormond Loomis, Direcior of the
Bureau of Florida Folklife Pr 5, and Dr. Abraham
Peck, Admindstrative Director of the Amercan Jewish As-
chives, Toihis bnpressive Bstis added a duich of legisla-

tars, induding two ULS. Senators, Chiles and Graham, Con-
Eﬁ:smm Larry Smith, and State Representative Fran
o,

Because our own Andy Brian is Exhibits Designer for
MOSRIC, | asked him to explain the process invalved In
putling an exhibition ogether, We met in his immacodate
sulte of offices and workshops in the basement of the
mLSeLm, an, a5 always, | was sirfeck by the spare elegance
of HASF's domestic economy. Andy's department, ke all
other depanmenis I've seen, reminds me of the definition
of a masterpiece | once read: it has everything if needs and
nothing H doesnt need. Inthis curious mixture of high-tech
computers and cameras, home-made benches and a
wonderud iool chest Andy bullt himsell, he works with an
amazingly small production crew consisting of Jim Omahen,
Shop Foreman; Chillag, Museumn Designer; and
Dan Fillian, Exhiblis Preparator.

The two-year time frame for MOSAIC isn't at all un-
usual, [ learned. HASF works on a faldy fxed one-year
schedule, and has exhibits tentathvely schediuded as far as
15992, What Andy told me was 50 fascnaing it deserved an
articke In fself, so in the next issue of UPDATEN D iry to lead
us through the process as Andy described It to me. We'll
begdin with the infial idea, and you'll learn abol the Black
Box. Well discuss the Exhibits Committee and how i
reaches a dedsbon. We'll talk about primany objectives and
basic reseanch, design development and the importance of
traffic patterns and lighting. Well see how these and other
factors affected the development of some of the museum's
recent exhibitions. And as time mowves along toward 19840,
I'T be going back to Andy 10 keep me up-io-date cn what's
going on with MOSAIC. Stay tuned.

['m sure | speak for everyone connected with the His-
torical Association of Southermn Flodda in expressing our
deep delight a1 the armival of Mary Jo and Randy Nimnicht's
new Bile boy, Will, We wizsh then every happiness.

LEE ABERMAN

J

d Swanseon Printing inc. Ty

Your Publication Specialist

Printer of

The Hisiosical Asssiation of Soathera Florids

PDAILE

2134 NW Miami Court
573-7770




Welcome to Downtown Miamil
When the Dellz sailed into the palm-fringed mouth of the Miam River on March 3, 1896, the

captamn proudly announced “Muanu!™

“Where?” John Sewell asked, astounded. Maami was little more than a seraggly excuse for a village
then. But Sewell had been sent by Henry Flagler to bunld a town, and build it he did. In 1933, Sewell
retold Miami's wet-belund.the-cars years in lns personal memoirs. He wrote, as he put it, "from the
inside of the ring.” Miami Memoirs is a new limited edition of Sewell’s story and 1s now available
with hundreds of rare and previously unpublished photos. The book has been compiled by noted
historian Arva Parks. It has been comnussioned by Professional Savings Bank of Miami with support

of the Historical Assocnnon of Southern Florda.

Miami Memoirs

« Hundreds of rare early-day photos « Available at all locations t:if:
« Limited edition hard-cover - nerfect PProfessional Savings Bank -
fﬂ:llgiﬁ—g':i?illé] PR TR Security Savings Bank - Historical
: i letro-Dad
« $28.95 (mail order add %2) Mugserx it the Mictro-Dage

Cultural Center
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IN MANAGING YOUR ASSETS,
WE LENDAN EAR BEFORE
WE LENDADVICE.

For a Personal Financial Manager personalized imvestment program. obcbesst aned largest trust and investmment
in the SunBank Trust Banking Group, We hupve the financial tools vouneed.  manager, for a talor-made financial and
it all starts with thee art of listening, And we know how touse those tools. imvestment program. A program
Listening very canefully to you. For example, our stock investments that includes ongoing con-

Listening to your financial goals and hanve substantially outperformed the syltation witha person

imestmient ohiectives, S&P 500 stock market sverage for the well versed in the art
Then, through ome-on-one comsil- st five years. We'd like toshow you o Istening =your n
Latiomn, we get down to the business of o this performance canbenefit you,  Personal Financial
tranalating your needs and goals intoa Sacome into SunBank, Floridas Manager at SunBanlk. nNK
Trust Banking

Lt o Tt Uvvisson. bn Desde Uity 57897150 ASumi s Bank 0015685 SunBlanks, Irc



The Historical Association of Southern Florida
presents the

Sat. and Sun Nnvemher 19 and 20, 1988
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
At the

Fairgrounds at Tamiami Park

Coral Way at 112th Avenue
ADMISSION: $3.50 ADULTS - $1.50 Children, Ages 5 - 12

® Crafts for Sale ® Petting Zoo

* Frog Jumping Contest e Antique Engines

® Cow Chip Throw ® Roping

* Folk Arts Demonstrations e Free Games for Children

® Palmetto Muzzleloaders ® Traditional South Florida Foods
® Quilt Display and Sale e Country Store

e Antique Automobiles e American Folk Dancing & Music
® Civil War Reenactment ® Florida Artists Gallery

Plus much, much more!!!

THE HARVEST - A FAMILY TRADITION
Harvest telephone: 375-1492

Come visit us at the Historical Museum in the
Metro-Dade Cultural Center - 101 W. Flagler Street

All exhibits and events are subject to weather conditions & scheduling.
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Historlcal Assoclation
of Southern Florida
1 West Flagler Street
Miami, FL 33130

Address Correction
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SUNRISE TO SUNRISE

THE EXHIBITIOMN

Pad I

Oclober 7 - December 5
Part Ii:

December § - Jonuory 2¢
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